United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 1 1 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 155

WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2009

No. 134

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RO-
LAND W. BURRIS, a Senator from the
State of Illinois.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, we pray many prayers for
many reasons, and we thank You for
hearing us. Today, we ask You to give
our Senators a spirit of wisdom that
will save them from all false choices
and will provide them with a straight
path on which to walk without stum-
bling. Set a seal upon their lips so that
no thoughtless words shall sting or
harm another. May they meet today’s
tasks with courage and kindness, show-
ing that they are Your children. Lord,
empower them to see clearly the solu-
tions they couldn’t discover without
Your help, as You remind them that all
things are possible to those who believe
in You. Help them to commit to You
the challenges and decisions they will
face, believing that You will enable
them to serve with excellence.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable ROLAND W. BURRIS led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 22, 2009.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ROLAND W. BURRIS, a
Senator from the State of Illinois, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. BURRIS thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
————
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks, there will be a period
of morning business for 1 hour, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each. The Republicans will
control the first half, the majority will
control the final half-hour.

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of H.R.
2996, the Interior appropriations bill.
At 12 o’clock, the Senate will proceed
to a vote in relation to the Feinstein
amendment. The Senate will then re-
cess from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m. for the
weekly caucus luncheons.

The official Senate photograph of the
111th Congress is at 2:15 p.m. today.
Senators should be seated at their
desks in the Chamber promptly at 2:15.

Several things. No. 1, on the Interior
appropriations bill, today is the day for
Members to offer amendments. They
had Thursday, yesterday, and today, so
this is the time they should act be-
cause I am not sure what we will do
after today, but we are not going to
spend more time on this bill. We
shouldn’t, at least. I hope we don’t
have to because we have to get to the
Defense appropriations bill at the ear-
liest possible date.

As to the photograph, normally what
we do is we come in and convene at 2:15
and recess until the photograph is com-
pleted, and that is what we will do
today, more than likely.

I would also say that, as we speak,
the Finance Committee has been in-
volved in a markup of that important
piece of legislation for 1 hour now.
They started at 9 o’clock. They prob-
ably will only make opening state-
ments this morning before the weekly
caucus luncheons. After that, the
amendment process will start.

There will be a decision made, hope-
fully within the next several days, as
to how we will proceed on this legisla-
tion. It is my hope we will have a bill
reported out of that committee that
will be brought to the floor, and then
my responsibility will be to meld that
bill with the HELP bill so we can have
a piece of legislation on the Senate
floor in the near future.

This is an important step in the proc-
ess. It is a step I am confident will
bring results that will be favorable to
the country. If we can’t work this out—
to do something within the committee
structure—then we will be forced to do
the reconciliation. Of course, that will
be a last resort. I know a number of
steps we can take before we do that,
but a reconciliation bill is there for us.
It was put there by the Budget Com-
mittee.

If we can’t come up with a bipartisan
bill with the help of a few Republicans,
then we will have to go the route of
reconciliation. On reconciliation,
under the order, there is only 20 hours
of debate. It would be a free amend-
ment process, which would take some
time. We have done reconciliation on
many different issues in recent years.
We have done it on a number of health
care issues, including the Medicare leg-
islation. But it remains to be seen as to
whether we will have to do reconcili-
ation. I am confident and hopeful we
won’t have to do that but only time
will tell.
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