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the medical field. Licensing strictly
limits the number of individuals who
can provide patient care. A lot of prob-
lems were created in the 20th century
as a consequence of the Flexner Report
in 1910, which was financed by the Car-
negie Foundation and strongly sup-
ported by the AMA. Many medical
schools were closed, and the number of
doctors was drastically reduced. The
motivation was to close down medical
schools that catered to women, minori-
ties, and especially homeopathy. We
continue to suffer from these changes,
which were designed to protect physi-
cians’ income and promote allopathic
medicine over the natural cures and
prevention of homeopathic medicine.

Number 16, we must remove any ob-
stacle for people seeking holistic and
nutritional alternatives to current
medical care. We must remove the
threat of further regulations pushed by
the drug companies now working
worldwide to limit these alternatives.

True competition in the delivery of
medical care is what is needed, not
more government meddling.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TOWNS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TOWNS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE INNOVATION ECONOMY OF
THE FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TONKO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, on Monday
I had the distinguished honor of
hosting President Barack Obama to
New York’s 21st Congressional District
that I represent when he paid a visit to
Hudson Valley Community College in
the city of Troy.

I want to extend my sincerest thanks
to the President for recognizing that
New York’s Capital Region has become
a leader in advanced technologies, has
the ingredients to lead in the clean en-
ergy sector, and, most of all, for deliv-
ering a message that was full of inspi-
ration and full of hope for a better fu-
ture.

Why did the President come to New
York’s Capital Region to deliver an ad-
dress on developing an innovation
economy? Because we are transforming
a rusty manufacturing center that had
fallen on hard times into a center for
advanced technologies that will soon
rival the Silicon Valley and Boston.
That is being done with a combination
of public and private investment in
close partnership with many univer-
sities and community colleges
throughout the area.

The President touched on a few
points that I have been talking about
for years: an innovation economy built
around three dynamics: upgraded
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human capital, infrastructure invest-
ments, and financial tools. We must re-
train our workers to develop the en-
ergy and innovation economy of the fu-
ture and leverage public funds with pri-
vate investments to do so. If we are
successful, this will lead to jobs such as
wind engineers, advanced photovoltaic
mechanics, fuel cell electricians, geo-
thermal plumbers, technically trained
teachers, clean room technicians, and
many more.

In Albany we have built a nanotech-
nology research center and college that
have earned a worldwide reputation,
which is already a precursor to prod-
ucts in a wide range of economic sec-
tors, from health care to low-emission
engines. In Schenectady, General Elec-
tric Global Research Center and Wind
Energy Institute are leading an army
of smaller companies and entre-
preneurs in alternative energy develop-
ment. GE also just committed to build-
ing an advanced battery plant in Sche-
nectady that will add 350 jobs and cre-
ate a new energy storage system for lo-
comotives that will save millions of
dollars on fuel and dramatically reduce
air pollution. And just to the north of
my district, in my colleague Congress-
man ScCOTT MURPHY’s district, Global
Foundries is constructing the most ad-
vanced chip fabrication plant in the
world.

Smart investments in research and
development are leading to innovations
that are creating new jobs that will
lead to future growth, and that’s a vi-
sion I share with President Obama for
our entire Nation. We are engaged in a
clean energy race, much like the space
race of the 1960s. The nation that wins
that race to develop clean, affordable,
renewable energy and emerging tech-
nologies will achieve economic secu-
rity and a broad base of jobs for gen-
erations to come that are higher-sala-
ried jobs.

And that brings us to Hudson Valley
Community College, where programs
have been created to train the area’s
workforce in semiconductor manufac-
turing, photovoltaic, geothermal, and
wind energy. Community colleges like
Hudson Valley Community College and
the others in my district, Fulton-Mont-
gomery Community College and Sche-
nectady Community College, that will
become the vital link between the in-
novations that will drive our new econ-
omy and the great-paying jobs that
will lead to economic security for
workers now and into the future. Com-
munity colleges will be where we train
and retrain workers for the jobs of the
future. The White House Council of
Economic Advisers said in a recent re-
port that in the near future, a degree
from a community college will be in
higher demand than 4-year degrees.

But this effort doesn’t start with col-
lege. We need to educate today’s chil-
dren for the jobs that will be there
when they become adults. The Capital
Region is ripe to offer a regional ap-
proach to technological training, start-
ing from grade school all the way up.
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In fact, in the Capital Region of New
York State, we have established a Tech
Valley High School; and Hudson Valley
Community College, working with the
New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority, is building a
resource for training and educating the
future semiconductor manufacturing
workforce. We must use the tools at
our disposal in our region to instill a
sense of excitement and passion toward
learning, especially in the disciplines
of science, of technology, of engineer-
ing, and, yes, of mathematics.

In Congress we are already laying the
groundwork for our innovation econ-
omy, first through the Recovery Act,
then through legislation such as the
American Clean Energy and Security
Act. Just last week we passed in this
House the Student Aid and Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act, which will make col-
lege affordable for millions more Amer-
icans and help build a world-class com-
munity college system.

Our future economy depends on our
ability to educate and innovate. The
challenges to lessen our dependence on
foreign fossil fuels is an opportunity to
create new industries, new jobs, and
new economic security for all Ameri-
cans, a vision that I share with our
President and many of my colleagues.

Our President’s vision of an innova-
tion economy is ripe in the 21st Con-
gressional District.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. FORBES) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FORBES addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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