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politics, and the difficulty in finding
suitable locations for the 223 detainees
remaining at Guantanamo. But the
broader facts have not changed.

It’s in our national security interest
to shut down Guantanamo, to close
this ugly chapter in American foreign
policy once and for all. By continuing
to imprison people without charge, we
violate the most basic principle of
American justice known as habeas cor-
pus, we undermine our international
reputation, and we fuel terrorist re-
cruitment and anti-American senti-
ment.

I hope our administration has
learned from their early mistakes and
will begin consulting with Congress on
this issue. Keeping the legislative body
in the dark on pertinent information
related to the detainees and efforts to
relocate them is a recipe for policy
failure and risks the larger goal of
keeping President Obama’s promise to
close this black hole of American in-
justice.

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S SPEECH TO
WALL STREET AND THE G-20
SUMMIT

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, in
his recent speech before Wall Street,
President Obama was right to demand
more responsibility from the American
financial industrial complex. One year
and $16 trillion of taxpayer liability at
risk later, the American people are
still shouldering the burden of the
reckless behavior of the companies
deemed ‘‘too big to fail.”

I am troubled, however, Mr. Speaker,
by the presupposition espoused by
international leaders during last
week’s G-20 summit that greater global
consolidation of our financial systems
is in our national or in the inter-
national community’s best interest.
Mr. Speaker, it is the global scale of
the crisis of credit and confidence that
should give us pause to consider that
our profound economic connectedness
might actually intensify our problems.

Local businesses and local financiers
best know the needs of their commu-
nities and, in their very essence, are
more transparent and accountable.
Rather than risk becoming more inter-
twined in an internationalist financial
industrial model, we should focus in-
stead on encouraging the formation of
strong local economies, which are the
proper models for us to build economic
strength in America as well as for the
world’s developing nations. This should
be Wall Street’s and the President’s
guiding principle. They owe it to the
American people.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

THE RECESSION AND TAKING NE-
VADA AND THE NATION IN A
NEW, MORE PROSPEROUS DIREC-
TION

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, Nevada’'s
families have been hard hit during this
recession. Since coming to Congress,
I've made it a priority to address our
economic slump, help create jobs, and
put families in their homes for keeps.

In the past week alone, the House has
taken important steps to help Nevad-
ans during this challenging time. With
the Silver State facing record unem-
ployment, we passed legislation to ex-
tend unemployment benefits. For
some, this can mean the difference be-
tween making that mortgage payment
and losing their home.

We have also passed legislation that I
was proud to introduce to protect sen-
iors from higher Medicare premiums.
With the recession taking a toll on re-
tirement savings, many seniors cannot
afford to pay higher Medicare costs
that eat away at their Social Security
benefits. My bill will protect seniors at
a time when they are counting on
every dollar to get by.

We didn’t get into this recession
overnight, and it will take some time
to climb out, but I will continue work-
ing with my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to take Nevada and this coun-
try in a new and more prosperous di-
rection.

———

THE TIME FOR COMPREHENSIVE
HEALTH CARE REFORM IS NOW

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
the time for comprehensive health care
reform is now. This picture says it all
from the American Heart Association
and the American Stroke Association.
It shows a young boy in a doctor’s
waiting room. It says he’s not a Demo-
crat or a Republican; he’s a patient.

We need to talk about the human
face of health care reform like my
nephew’s son, Tucker Wright, who was
18 months when he was diagnosed with
liver cancer. Both of his parents work.
They have health insurance. But the
enormous cost of the lifetime of health
care that Tucker faces is not even close
to being covered by his parents’ insur-
ance policy. When we have lifetime
caps on medical policies and we have
an inability to have portability from
one job to another, we are not address-
ing the medical needs of America.

This Monday I met with a young
woman, whose name is Hanna
Rodriguez, who has a cleft palate, a
birth defect. She’s ready for the final
surgery to repair that birth defect, but
it’s not covered by insurance, unlike
other birth defects such as cystic fibro-
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sis, because it’s considered cosmetic
surgery.

We are not doing the job for the
American people when we have these
obstacles, and that’s why we need
health care reform now.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAS-
TOR of Arizona). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or on which the vote incurs objection
under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has agreed to the fol-
lowing resolution:

S. REsS. 293

In the Senate of the United States, Sep-
tember 29, 2009.

Whereas, Henry Bellmon served as a
United States Marine from 1942-1946, where
he served as a platoon tank commander in
the Pacific theater, and was awarded the Le-
gion of Merit for his service in Saipan and
the Silver Star for bravery in action on Iwo
Jima;

Whereas, Henry Bellmon served as a Major
in the Marine Corps Reserve until 1954;

Whereas, Henry Bellmon served two non-
consecutive terms as governor of the State
of Oklahoma from 1963-1967, when he was
elected as the state’s first Republican gov-
ernor, and from 1987-1991; and

Whereas, Henry Bellmon served the people
of Oklahoma with distinction for 12 years in
the United States Senate from 1969-1981;

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable
Henry Bellmon, former member of the
United States Senate,

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
communicate these resolutions to the House
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled
copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark
of respect to the memory of the Honorable
Henry Bellmon.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed without amendment
in which the concurrence of the House
is requested, bills of the House of the
following titles:

H.R. 2131. An act to amend the Foreign Af-
fairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 to
reauthorize the United States Advisory Com-
mission on Public Diplomacy.

H.R. 3593. An act to amend the United
States International Broadcasting Act of
1994 to extend by one year the operation of
Radio Free Asia, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that Mr.
KiIrRK and Mr. LEMIEUX be added as con-
ferees, on the part of the Senate, to re-
place the late Senator Kennedy and re-
cently retired Senator Martinez, on the
bill (H.R. 2647) ““An Act to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2010 for
military activities of the Department
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