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leadership on down. The other side re-
mains trapped in its strategy of distor-
tion, distraction, and deception. Yes-
terday on the Senate floor, the Repub-
lican leader asked rhetorically: What
happens to Medicare under our plan?
Well, let me answer that question.
Under our plan, seniors pay less for
their medicine. Under our plan, seniors
pay nothing for their annual checkup.
Under our plan, seniors pay nothing for
preventive care. And, under our plan,
doctors who treat seniors get a raise.

But the other side is not letting
those facts get in the way of a good
sound bite. Instead, yesterday on the
Senate floor, the Republican Ileader
said: Our plan will cut Medicare. What
he did not bother to say is that the
only thing we are cutting is the waste
rampant in that system, waste that
you as a taxpayer pay in every pay-
check.

Yesterday on the Senate floor, the
Republican leader said: ‘‘Republicans
have tried to protect Medicare
throughout the debate.”

Listen to that one: ‘‘Republicans
have tried to protect Medicare
throughout the debate.”

What he did not bother to say is that
this debate is also the first time in his-
tory Republicans ever found such an
interest. The fact is that ever since
Senate Republicans opposed the cre-
ation of Medicare, they have spent the
past 40 years on the wrong side of his-
tory when it comes to helping seniors.

In the past 10 years, Republicans
have voted against protecting and
strengthening Medicare 59 times. When
President Bush vetoed the Medicare
Improvement Act last year, the only
Senators who supported that disastrous
veto were his fellow Republicans here
in the Senate. So the American people
can be excused for not buying the Re-
publicans’ eleventh-hour claim that
they are the true guardians of seniors’
health care.

It is telling that after weeks of nego-
tiations, months of debate, and decades
of national movements for health in-
surance reform, this is the best they
can came up with. It is telling that one
of their most oft-repeated arguments
protests not the contents of the bill
but now the number of the pages of the
bill. How is that for criticism: The bill
has too many pages.

Let’s not forget the Republicans only
offer arguments in response to our plan
to make health care more stable and
more secure. We have yet to hear any
Republican arguments in support of
their own health care ideas. Why? Be-
cause there are not any. They do not
exist.

The Republican plan is nothing more
than the status quo. Under the Repub-
lican plan, insurance companies can
continue to deny a person coverage
when they need it the most. Under the
Republican plan, insurance companies
can deny you coverage because you
have high cholesterol or hay fever or
even heart disease.

They can raise your rates because
you are getting older, because your dad
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had prostate cancer, or simply because
you are a woman. Under the Repub-
lican plan, if you have health insur-
ance, your family has to pay at least
$1,000 a year more to cover all of the
other families who have none.

Republicans in Congress are the only
ones who support that plan. The rest of
the country knows we need to act and
we need to act now. Here is a list of
those who support our plan to improve
our health insurance in the short term
and the long term alike: doctors; hos-
pitals; the pharmaceutical industry; a
bipartisan group of Governors; Presi-
dent Obama, who has made fixing
health care his top priority; Democrats
in Congress who are committed to get-
ting it done this year; and, at the top
of that list, the American people, 9 of
10 of whom say high health care costs
are hurting their families, crushing
their families.

In recent days, prominent, coura-
geous, independent-minded Repub-
licans throughout this country have
added their names to that list of people
who are crying for health care reform.
Arnold Schwarzenegger, the Governor
of a State with 38 million people, the
most populous State in the Union; Mi-
chael Bloomberg, the mayor of the
most populous city in the country;
Bobby Jindal, the Governor of Lou-
isiana—Republicans asked him to pro-
vide their party’s response to President
Obama’s first ever address to Con-
gress—Tommy Thompson, former Gov-
ernor of Wisconsin, former Secretary of
Health and Human Services under
President Bush; Mark MecClellan,
former head of the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services under
President Bush; Bill Frist, former Sen-
ate majority leader and a physician
who said last week, if he were still in
the Senate, he would vote for health
insurance reform; and, Bob Dole,
today, announced that he supports
something being done. This former ma-
jority leader and Republican nominee
for President this week encouraged his
party to drop their ‘‘just say no’’ strat-
egy. He was even stronger in his state-
ments today.

Here is a list of those who think
things are just fine the way they are:
Republican leaders in Congress. That is
it. That is the list. And that is the real
match-up in this health care debate. It
is clear to see who is listening to the
American people, who has tuned them
out.

Democrats are willing to listen not
only to the American people, we are
also more than willing to listen to con-
gressional Republican ideas, if they
offer any, to move this debate forward.
We would be happy to end up with a
bill that does not rely on 60 Senators
but one that can earn a lot more.

But until that happens, until Repub-
licans in Congress show they want to
be productive partners rather than par-
tisan protesters, we will continue to do
what the vast majority of the Amer-
ican people demand that we do; that is,
continue moving forward to improve a
badly broken system.
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I agree with President Obama who
told Congress last month: We have no
patience for those who seek more of
the same failed ideas. We have no pa-
tience for those who contribute only
criticism and not constructive input.
We have no patience for those who
mischaracterize our plan or mislead
the people, and will call them out when
they do.

That is what the speech was all
about. We believe this because we be-
lieve the American people deserve to be
told the truth. We believe hard-work-
ing families already have enough real
problems to worry about without hav-
ing their time wasted with fake prob-
lems. We believe this country is no
place for those who hope for failure,
failure of their leaders.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized.

——
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Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday morning, our friends across the
aisle came to the floor to defend the
health care plan that they and their
colleagues are pushing through Con-
gress—a plan that has as its foundation
a trillion dollars in spending, half a
trillion dollars in cuts to Medicare,
higher premiums, higher taxes on just
about everyone at a time of near dou-
ble-digit unemployment, and limits on
the health care choices that millions of
Americans now enjoy. Later in the day,
we got a cost estimate. It is irrelevant.
The bill it is referring to will never see
the light of day.

What matters is that the final bill
will cost about a trillion dollars, vastly
expand the role of government in peo-
ple’s health care decisions, increase
premiums, and limit choice.

For months, Republicans have taken
every opportunity to talk about the
kinds of commonsense reforms we need
and that Americans actually want.
Personally, I have spoken just about
every day we have been on the floor
since June about step-by-step reforms
to lower costs, commonsense ideas that
we should all agree on like malpractice
reform, equalizing the tax treatment
for businesses and individuals, and pre-
vention and wellness programs—all of
which would get right at the heart of
our health care problems.

We have talked about these things
because they address the problems we
have, problems of cost and access,
without limiting the choices Ameri-
cans now enjoy. We have talked about
these things because these are the re-
forms Americans want.

I have spoken about reform 43 times
on the Senate floor. Yet some don’t
seem to be listening. And this is pre-
cisely the problem Americans have
identified with some of the advocates
of the Democrats’ health care plans.
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