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Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Mr. 

Brian Burke today as an outstanding American 
citizen and community leader. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL LOUIS 
VONBEHREN 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the late Michael Louis 
VonBehren of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. At 
Michael’s young age he already symbolized 
what we all hope to be. He actively exhibited 
enthusiasm for academics, for community 
service and for the Democratic Party. In ac-
knowledgement of his commitment and dedi-
cation to the Shrewsbury Democratic Town 
Committee, this year’s annual Eleanor Roo-
sevelt Humanitarian Youth Award is dedicated 
in his memory. 

Michael VonBehren was an engaging young 
man who loved the democratic process. Mi-
chael was a student at Shrewsbury High 
School where he was involved in clubs such 
as Young Democrats, Political Action Group, 
and Model U.N. Although he was involved in 
various clubs and organizations, he still found 
the time to serve his community. Michael was 
a caring and kind young man who loved to 
help those that were less fortunate. He read to 
homeless children at a local shelter and was 
a talented video producer at his high school. 

Michael VonBehren was one of those rare 
teenagers that crossed normal boundaries and 
surrounded himself with those that shared his 
interests and beliefs whether they were his 
peers or a fellow volunteer on the campaign 
trail. There is no way of knowing what Michael 
would have done in the future. All that is sure 
is that he would have made a difference in our 
world. Michael was an exemplary student and 
citizen who showed others kindness and en-
thusiasm everyday of his life. 

Michael’s unfaltering commitment to fairness 
and justice and his dedication to public service 
greatly benefitted our community. In tribute to 
his outstanding service to the community of 
Shrewsbury, I am proud to honor the memory 
of Michael Louis VonBehren with the dedica-
tion of the Eleanor Roosevelt Humanitarian 
Youth Award to him. I know all my colleagues 
will join me in paying tribute to him today. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO COLONEL CHARLES 
E. WILLIAMS, JR. 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Colonel Charles E. Williams, Jr., who 
has virtuously served the United States and 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Colonel Williams was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant in 1986 upon his graduation 
from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 
During his career he has served both at home 
and overseas and as Military Aide to both 
President Bill Clinton and President George 
W. Bush. 

On October 1, 2007, Colonel Williams as-
sumed command of the U.S. Army Special 
Missions Brigade at Fort Knox, Kentucky. As 
the Commander, he oversees the In-Service 
Recruiting of Special Operations, Warrant Offi-
cers and Chaplains, as well as the Logistics 
and Administrative Support for 1600 recruiting 
stations across the country. 

Colonel Williams’ decorations are numerous. 
Throughout his career he has been an inspira-
tion and example to both soldiers and civilians 
alike. He has represented his country proudly 
as a man of honor and a true patriot. 

After years of dedicated service, Colonel 
Williams has decided to retire. I honor him 
today because of his dignified and steadfast 
commitment to the citizens of this country and 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
WILLIAM J. MCCARTHY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of William J. 
‘‘Bill’’ McCarthy, a U.S. Navy Veteran who was 
devoted to his family and friends. His leader-
ship and work on behalf of the American la-
borer continues to strengthen and protect 
workers’ rights throughout the Cleveland com-
munity. 

Mr. McCarthy was born and raised in Cleve-
land, Ohio, where he later raised his own fam-
ily. In 1956, he met and married the late Mar-
garet J. Pawlak. Together they had four chil-
dren: Marge, Kelly, William and Kevin. Their 
children, ten grandchildren and great-grand-
daughter were the most important part of their 
lives. 

Following his honorable discharge from the 
Navy, Mr. McCarthy began working as a meter 
reader with East Ohio Gas Company. He 
quickly ascended the union ranks to become 
one of the most powerful and effective labor 
leaders in Cleveland. He represented thou-
sands of workers at East Ohio Gas, and led 
numerous strikes that won significant conces-
sions in wages, benefits and safety improve-
ments for workers. He was known for never 
giving up or backing down from what he be-
lieved was just and right. Mr. McCarthy’s work 
on labor issues extended throughout North-
east Ohio, where he forged strong bonds with 
labor leaders, elected officials and workers. 
He served as Chairman of the AFL–CIO, 
President of the Ohio Joint Council of the 
Service Employees International Union, vice- 
president of Union Eye Care and as a board 
member with the Cleveland-Cuyahoga County 
Port Authority. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and remembrance of William J. 
‘‘Bill’’ McCarthy, who had an unwavering devo-
tion to his family and country, and whose work 
on behalf of workers’ rights will continue to re-
inforce the labor foundation of the Cleveland 
community. I extend my heartfelt condolences 
to Mr. McCarthy’s daughters: Marge and Kelly; 
his sons, William J. Jr. and Kevin; his ten 
grandchildren; his great-granddaughter; and 
his sister, Noreen. 

A TRIBUTE TO JACQUES 
GUILLAUME 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Jacques Guillaume, MD, for 
his record of extraordinary service to New 
York’s Tenth Congressional District. 

Dr. Jacques Guillaume was born in Haiti, 
studied both law and medicine at the State 
University of Haiti, then continued his studies 
here in the United States. Here he has com-
bined his twin passions—law and medicine— 
to address the inequalities of justice and the 
inadequacies of health care in low-income 
communities. Dr. Guillaume has also held sev-
eral managerial positions in the medical field, 
including Director of the Residency Training 
Program at the Catholic Medical Center, Di-
rector of OB/GYN at Mary Immaculate Hos-
pital and St. Joseph. He currently serves as 
the Chair of the Gynecology Department at 
the Interfaith Medical Center. 

Dr. Guillaume is a recognized leader in the 
OB/GYN community, publishing many articles 
in peer-reviewed journals. He frequently ap-
pears on television and radio programs to dis-
cuss health conditions. He clearly has a strong 
love of science and a real sense of justice. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Dr. Jacques Guillaume. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
Nos. 775, 776, 777, 778, 779, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS OF 
UNITED STATES-POLISH DIPLO-
MATIC RELATIONS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H. Res. 266, which 
celebrates 90 years of the United States-Pol-
ish diplomatic relations, during which Poland 
has proven to be an exceptionally strong part-
ner to the United States in advancing freedom 
around the world. I support this resolution be-
cause Poland is an important ally, partner, and 
friend to the United States. 

My home town of Houston, Texas has a 
strong connection with Poland. Texas has long 
been an important destination for Polish peo-
ple immigrating to the United States. In 1818 
a handful of Polish immigrants arrived in 
Texas seeking refuge from turmoil in Europe. 
Immigration from Poland increased in the 
1850s as severe weather, economic hardship, 
a food shortage, and disease spurred people 
to seek better fortunes elsewhere. Texas re-
ceived another wave of Polish immigrants in 
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the 1870s on the heels of political turmoil in 
Poland. 

According to the Texas State Historical As-
sociation Houston there were 55,000 people of 
Polish descent in Houston in 2000. Aspects of 
the Polish culture are important to Houston’s 
heritage and are celebrated in our annual Pol-
ish Festival and Polish Film Festival. Houston 
is also the home to a Polish consulate. I am 
proud to support this resolution as an ac-
knowledgement of Houston’s enduring ties 
with Poland. 

The relationship between the United States 
and Poland was first formally established in 
the wake of World War I. In 1919, the U.S. 
and the newly-formed Polish Republic estab-
lished diplomatic ties creating a formal rela-
tionship between governments that also 
served to symbolize the shared cultural herit-
age. Twenty years ago, communism fell in Po-
land and was replaced with a democratic gov-
ernment and market economy. While the rela-
tionship between the U.S. and Poland was at 
times difficult under communism, the spirit of 
mutualism and desire for cultural exchange 
endured. The Fulbright Educational Exchange 
Program began in Poland in 1959 allowing 
students from both sides of the Iron Curtain to 
maintain and grow our shared heritage. 

In the 20 years since the fall of communism, 
Poland has also developed into a strong ally 
for our country. In 1999, Poland joined the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO, ce-
menting our shared military interest. Poland 
has been a strong diplomatic and military ally 
in our struggle against terrorism across the 
globe by contributing troops to U.S.-led coali-
tions. Poland has also demonstrated its close 
ideological relationship with the United States 
through joint efforts on democratization, nu-
clear proliferation, human rights, Eastern Euro-
pean affairs, and reforming the United Na-
tions. The United States and Poland have a 
strong relationship and I am proud to support 
this resolution celebrating the 90 years of dip-
lomatic relations. 

f 

‘‘FRIENDS OF THE FISHING 
INDUSTRY’’ 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, I have never learned more in my life 
than I have learned since 1992 when at the 
vote of the Massachusetts Legislature, the city 
of New Bedford and the town of Fairhaven 
were included in the congressional district I 
represent. These two communities together 
form the most successful fishing port in the 
U.S., and that industry enriches New Bedford 
and the surrounding areas not just economi-
cally but culturally and socially as well. 

One of the leaders in that industry is Jim 
Kendall, a fisherman himself who has served 
in a number of important posts in helping pre-
serve that industry and protect it against ad-
versity. 

He recently wrote an eloquent introduction 
to the announcement of the Friend of the Fish-
ing Industry Award, which was presented to 
two men to whom the Greater New Bedford 
Area is greatly indebted: Raymond and Rich-
ard Canastra. 

These two brothers have, as Jim Kendall’s 
statement points out, been extremely creative 
in providing support for this industry. The work 
they have done for the open display auction 
confounded many skeptics who thought that it 
would never work, but their success in New 
Bedford has in fact been so widely hailed that 
it’s led to the recent opening of a similar facil-
ity in Boston, helping revive a fishing port that 
had been declining to some extent. 

Madam Speaker, I join Jim Kendall and oth-
ers in the fishing industry and subsidies in 
Massachusetts in thanking Ray and Richie 
Canastra for their work and I ask that Jim 
Kendall’s statement be printed here as an ex-
ample of the kind of economic leadership indi-
viduals can provide to their community. 

OFFSHORE MARINERS 
WIVES’ ASSOCIATION, 

September 27, 2009. 
INTRODUCTION OF 2009’S ‘‘FRIENDS OF THE 

FISHING INDUSTRY’’ 
This year’s award to the Friend of the 

Fishing Industry is a bit different as we are 
proud to announce that the award is going to 
not just one, but two individuals. Not only 
have they contributed to the fishing indus-
try here in New Bedford, but their efforts 
have extended throughout New England. 

It’s not often that you find two people who 
have come so far in a relatively short period 
of time, and who have returned so much to 
the industry that they obviously care so 
much about. Their innovation and foresight 
has not only proven to be a sound business 
venture for them, but a boon and stabilizing 
factor for the Greater New Bedford fishing 
fleet. It hasn’t stop there either, their for-
titude and determination now has extended 
to the ports of Gloucester and Boston. 

They pioneered the concept of the open dis-
play auction here in New Bedford at a time 
and place when many of us doubted it could 
succeed. In 1985 through 1986 the industry 
had gone through a traumatic strike that 
changed the way business had been done for 
many years. The New Bedford seafood auc-
tion ceased to exist, and a buyers auction 
that replaced it, had also closed its doors. 
The industry was in turmoil, with little or 
no sense of balance that had existed for 
years before. The sale of a trip was as hard 
and as uncertain, as was the fishing trip 
itself. 

They felt that an open display auction 
could work and benefit the fishermen, and 
the port of New Bedford, and they set about 
to prove it. It wasn’t easy, it never is trying 
to convince people that there is a better way 
to do their business, business that they had 
been doing in basically the same way for 
years. They have proven that they were 
right, and the New Bedford fishing industry 
has benefited greatly because of it. The auc-
tion has provided stability to the sale of 
fresh fish and scallops, along with the rec-
ognition that New Bedford is still the port to 
go to for your best seafood. 

Their efforts in beginning the auction and 
the continued developments, have helped the 
port of New Bedford regain the title of the 
richest fishing port in the country, and con-
tinues to help us maintain that distinction. 

Recently they opened another display auc-
tion in the port of Boston, that is attracting 
fishing vessels to a port that was all but 
abandoned by the fishing industry. This is in 
direct contradiction to what has been occur-
ring elsewhere, with the devastating changes 
for other ports that have lost not only their 
auctions, but their fishing industries and 
communities. 

Their involvement has deepened over the 
years with them becoming deeply involved 
with the management process and fishery 

science. Working with, most notably, Drs. 
Brian Rothschild and Kevin Stokesbury from 
the School for Marine Science and Tech-
nology at the University of Massachusetts, 
Dartmouth. They have also helped to orga-
nize the fishermen not only here in New Bed-
ford, but in Gloucester as well. 

What may turn out to be one of their most 
important innovations is the Project to Save 
Seafood and Ocean Resources, along with its 
associated website, Savingseafood.org. 

At a time when information is king, pro-
viding factual and unadulterated informa-
tion to the American public is crucial. There 
is a desperate need to show the American 
consumer the value of New Bedford seafood, 
and the efforts that the New Bedford and 
New England fishermen have taken in order 
to provide them with healthy seafood. There 
is also a need to inform the consumer how 
we are striving to provide them their 
healthy seafood in a safe and sustainable 
manner. The American consumer and public 
also needs to know what the fishermen and 
their industry has gone through in order to 
bring this to them. I encourage you to visit 
the website at www.savingseafood.org. 

Richie lives in North Dartmouth, with his 
wife Roberta, and their two lovely daugh-
ters, Sophia, and Noella. Raymond lives in 
Rochester with his wife Debbie and their two 
children Cassie and Kyler. 

It gives me great pleasure to present ‘‘The 
Friend of the Fishing Industry Award’’ to 
two men whom I’m proud to have worked 
with over the years, my friends; Raymond 
and Richard Canastra. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JACK LEFKOWITZ 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Jack Lefkowitz for his record 
of extraordinary service to New York’s Tenth 
Congressional District. 

Jack Lefkowitz is the President and Chief 
Executive Officer of New York MedScan, pro-
viding high quality diagnostic imaging services 
in a comfortable hospital outpatient environ-
ment. He greatly contributes to the quality of 
life for Brooklyn’s neediest patients, working 
through the organization Yad Ephraim to pre-
pare and deliver home-cooked meals tailored 
to the needs of each patient. Mr. Lefkowitz 
chairs Maskil El Dat, providing financial aid, 
meals, transportation, babysitting, and emo-
tional support for impoverished Jewish fami-
lies. I applaud Jack Lefkowitz’s philanthropic 
activities, contributing both professionally and 
privately in our communities. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Jack Lefkowitz. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF HAR-
LEM’S BELOVED THORNTON J. 
MEACHAM, JR., ESQ. A TRAIL-
BLAZER FOR AFRICAN-AMERI-
CANS, LAWYERS AND LEGAL 
PROFESSIONALS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise with 
great pride as I pay tribute to my dear friend 
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