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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, on 
Tuesday, Speaker PELOSI announced an 
important new addition to the health 
insurance reform package. Young 
adults will be able to remain on their 
parents’ health insurance plans until 
their 27th birthday. 

Young adults make up one-third of 
the entire uninsured population, num-
bering 13.7 million. Only 53 percent of 
young adults are even eligible for em-
ployer-based insurance, and 51 percent 
do not have health coverage through 
their jobs. 

Young adults have the highest rate of 
injury-related emergency department 
visits and 15 percent have a chronic 
health condition. Half are overweight 
or obese, 9 percent have been diagnosed 
with depression or a related condition, 
and the highest prevalence of human 
papilloma virus, which has been linked 
to cervical cancer, is among women 
age 20–24. Young adults experience six 
preventable deaths each day due to 
lack of health insurance. 

This is clearly an age group that 
needs health insurance. But young 
adults are among those least likely to 
have access to coverage. Allowing them 
to remain as a dependent on their par-
ents’ health insurance plans will bring 
quality health insurance within reach 
for millions of young adults. 
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THE SCORE: AMERICAN FLAG 1— 
FLAG POLICE 0 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
the Oak Parks Apartments in Albany, 
Oregon, this week decided to ban 
American flags. The apartment man-
ager said American flags might offend 
somebody in the community, so she 
issued a dictate: fly Old Glory, and you 
get evicted. American flag sticker on 
your car in the parking lot? Not al-
lowed. No Stars and Stripes flying from 
a motorcycle or a car. 

So the American patriots living there 
fought back. They said anyone offended 
by their American flags would have to 
just get over it. They started flying 
flags everywhere. One mom put an 
American flag poster in her son’s win-
dow. He is fighting in Iraq, wearing the 
flag on his shoulder. One lady just 
walked around the complex every day 
waving the flag. 

These people did not give in. They 
were offended by the flag police. You 
see, the Constitution protects their 
right to display the flag as free speech. 
And yesterday the apartment manager 
backed off. Flying Old Glory is okay 
again, even if it offends the politically 
correct apartment owner. 

So, congratulations to these Amer-
ican patriots. The score: American flag 
1—flag police, zero. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON 
H.R. 2892, DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2010 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 

Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 829 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 829 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the 
conference report to accompany the bill 
(H.R. 2892) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for other 
purposes. The conference report shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against 
the conference report and against its consid-
eration are waived. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the con-
ference report to its adoption without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate; 
and (2) one motion to recommit if applicable. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to my good friend, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART), and all 
time yielded during consideration of 
the rule is for debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
House Resolution 829. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, House Resolution 

829 provides for consideration of the 
conference report to accompany H.R. 
2892, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Appropriations Act of 2010. The 
rule waives all points of order against 
the conference report and against its 
consideration. The rule provides that 
the conference report shall be consid-
ered as read. And finally, the rule pro-
vides that the previous question shall 
be considered as ordered without inter-
vention of any motion, except 1 hour of 
debate and one motion to recommit, if 
applicable. 

This conference report appropriates 
over $42 billion in funds necessary to 
protect the American people and en-
hance our national security. Through 
terrorist threat mitigation, natural 
disaster response, and immigration en-
forcement, this appropriations bill pro-
vides the funding to fulfill the many 
essential responsibilities of a range of 
important governmental agencies, 
from the Coast Guard to FEMA to Cus-
toms and Border Protection to the 
Transportation Security Administra-
tion. 

Particularly critical in this legisla-
tion are the partnerships established 
with State and local communities to 
prepare for and protect against a range 
of emergency situations, including nat-
ural disasters and acts of terrorism and 
violence. The funding provided for 
emergency response resources dem-
onstrates the need for collaboration 
among Federal, State, and local gov-
ernments in providing for effective se-
curity. It’s worth noting a few of the 
major initiatives contained in this con-
ference report. 

This legislation helps secure our bor-
ders by providing over $10 billion for 
Customs and Border Protection, in-
cluding funding for over 20,000 Border 
Patrol agents, which represents an in-
crease of 6,000 agents since 2006. In ad-
dition, this report extends authoriza-
tion of the E-Verify program for 3 
years, under which employers are able 
to check the legal status of their work-
ers. This legislation provides the fund-
ing to operate and improve the existing 
E-Verify program. 

Ensuring the safety and security of 
our Nation’s infrastructure is a critical 
part of this legislation. This conference 
report provides the necessary funding 
to the Transportation Security Admin-
istration and the Coast Guard to pro-
tect our Nation’s vast transportation 
network, including airports, seaports, 
subways, trains, and buses. With this 
funding, the TSA will be able to im-
prove explosive detection equipment at 
airports, and the Coast Guard will be 
able to replace aging ships and aircraft, 
which is much needed, modernizing a 
force that is essential to our national 
security. 

Madam Speaker, I have always 
praised the Federal Emergency Man-
agement program for the fine work 
they do in helping distressed commu-
nities. In my home State of Florida, we 
are frequently plagued with natural 
disasters, including hurricanes and 
flooding. These disasters profoundly 
impact Florida’s residents, particu-
larly when so many individuals and 
families experience severe damage to 
their homes and communities. 

I’m pleased with the funding levels 
indicated in this report for the fire-
fighter grants, flood map moderniza-
tion, predisaster mitigation, and emer-
gency food and shelter programs. I 
know that the men and women at 
FEMA work hard and are dedicated to 
relieving the plight of Americans faced 
with the hardships of natural disasters. 

At the same time, I’ve never been shy 
about making my voice heard on mat-
ters important to my constituents and 
all residents of Florida and our Nation 
that experience disasters. I have been 
outspoken on the need for FEMA to 
improve temporary housing. 

I’m also pleased to have included lan-
guage in this bill requiring the Florida 
Long Term Recovery Office, located in 
Orlando, to remain open. And a foot-
note there, Representatives ALAN 
GRAYSON and SUZANNE KOSMAS are de-
serving of a lot of consideration from 
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