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on our convictions. Let’s do this for 
the American people. Let’s make a 
public option a reality. 

I yield back my time to the distin-
guished Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 
thank Senator BURRIS for pointing out 
that we need health care reform to get 
competition in our health care indus-
try. 

I yield 6 minutes to the Senator from 
North Carolina, Mrs. HAGAN. 

Mrs. HAGAN. Mr. President, I am 
joining my colleagues on the floor 
today to discuss the need for health 
care reform and what it means for 
Americans with preexisting conditions. 

Millions of Americans live today 
with what insurance companies de-
scribe as preexisting conditions. They 
range from something as common as 
asthma or diabetes to diseases such as 
cancer or MS. Some insurance compa-
nies, believe it or not, even consider a 
C-section to be a preexisting condition. 

Under our current system, if you are 
shopping for insurance on the indi-
vidual market and you have a pre-
existing condition, you are faced with 
one of three frightening choices: One, 
you could be denied coverage alto-
gether; two, you could be charged an 
exorbitant premium; three, you could 
be granted insurance with a rider that 
stipulates your insurance company is 
not required to cover your preexisting 
condition. 

Recently, I received an e-mail from a 
family in Mooresville, NC, that truly 
underscores why millions of Americans 
living with preexisting conditions sim-
ply can no longer afford inaction on 
this issue. 

Seven years ago, Tim became dis-
abled and lost his job. Because he lost 
his job, his wife Marilyn also lost her 
coverage under his employer-provided 
plan. Tim’s health care, which requires 
his wife Marilyn to provide constant 
home care, is covered by Medicare. But 
Marilyn has Osler’s disease, which is a 
blood disease considered to be a pre-
existing condition by her insurance 
company. Marilyn is only able to pur-
chase a high-cost, high-deductible plan. 
Compared to Tim’s illness, her condi-
tion is relatively minor. But over the 
last 7 years, they have racked up more 
than $72,000 in debt for her health care. 
And this past year, her health insur-
ance premiums cost more than the 
mortgage on their home. 

Unfortunately, there are millions of 
Americans all across our country such 
as Tim and Marilyn who are literally 
one medical emergency away from 
bankruptcy. This couple is sick and 
stuck. 

Over the last 10 years, medical pre-
miums in North Carolina have sky-
rocketed, increasing 98 percent, while 
wages, on the other hand, have in-
creased only 18 percent. 

The Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions Committee, of which I am a 
member, crafted a bill that ensures a 
preexisting condition never again pre-
vents anyone from obtaining health in-

surance. It also provides security and 
stability for people with insurance, ex-
pands access to health insurance for 
people without it, and it will stop 
draining the finances of American fam-
ilies and the Treasury. The Finance 
Committee’s bill also includes these 
critical elements. 

My goal is to send the President a 
bill that gives people the peace of mind 
that if they change or lose their job, as 
Tim did, they will no longer have to 
fear losing their health insurance too. 

Every single day I hear from North 
Carolinians who are looking for an op-
portunity to purchase quality afford-
able health insurance and protect their 
families. Hard-working Americans, 
such as Tim and Marilyn, simply can-
not afford to wait any longer. 

I yield back my time. 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 

thank Senator HAGAN for yet another 
reason why health care reform is going 
to make a difference for Americans. 

This morning, the freshman Senators 
have again talked about why we must 
pass health care reform. We have heard 
nine very important reasons why 
health care can make a difference for 
American families. 

We heard from Senator WARNER that 
health care reform is going to be crit-
ical to States as they look at the rising 
costs of Medicaid in their budgets and 
how to get those health care costs 
under control. 

We heard from Senator MERKLEY why 
health care reform is critical to help 
small businesses as they are trying to 
cover their employees and deal with 
the costs as they get out of this reces-
sion. 

We heard from Senator BEGICH about 
why health care reform is critical as 
we are looking at economic recovery. 
Health care costs are 18 percent of this 
economy, one-sixth of this economy, 
and we cannot allow those costs to con-
tinue to grow at this rate and expect 
we are going to be able to recover 
robustly from this recession. 

We heard from you, Mr. President, 
about why health care reform is going 
to improve prevention and wellness. 
The goal is to make us a healthier pop-
ulation, and health care reform can 
help spur that. 

We heard from Senator BENNET about 
why health care reform is going to help 
people who already have health insur-
ance, to make that health insurance 
better provide for families who need it. 

We heard from Senator BURRIS about 
why health care reform is going to be 
critical to making health insurance 
companies compete for business and, 
therefore, better accommodate the 
health issues families have. 

We heard from Senator UDALL about 
why health care reform is going to 
make a difference for rural areas, 
places such as the north country of 
New Hampshire where we have too 
many people who have to spend too 
much and go too far for their health 
care. 

We heard from Senator HAGAN about 
the importance of health insurance re-

form and health care reform to address 
things such as preexisting conditions. 

I talked about the fact that health 
care reform can both lower costs and 
improve quality for Americans. 

Those are nine critical reasons why 
health care reform is going to be im-
portant to help American families, 
American businesses, the American 
economy. 

The time to act is now. Hopefully, we 
can act in a bipartisan way. But we 
must act to make a difference for this 
country and for families. 

Mr. President, I yield back the re-
maining time in morning business. I 
yield the floor and suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF ROBERTO A. 
LANGE TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Roberto A. Lange, of South Dakota, to 
be U.S. District Judge for the District 
of South Dakota. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be 2 
hours of debate equally divided and 
controlled between the Senator from 
Vermont, Mr. LEAHY, and the Senator 
from Alabama, Mr. SESSIONS, or their 
designees. 

The Senator from South Dakota. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, a few 

weeks ago I stood here on the floor and 
offered my support for Jeff Viken to be 
a District Judge for South Dakota. 
That nomination passed with a vote of 
99 to 0. Today, I am here to encourage 
my colleagues to offer the same sup-
port for Roberto Lange, also a nominee 
to be a District Judge for South Da-
kota. I spoke at that time of the im-
portance of Federal judgeships and the 
lifetime tenure of these appointments. 
The lifetime appointment of a Federal 
judge is a very serious decision; one 
that has a lasting impact on our de-
mocracy. 

When I last spoke on the floor nearly 
a month ago, only two judges had been 
confirmed—including now-Justice 
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