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COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION 

ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 22, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3619) to au-
thorize appropriations for the Coast Guard 
for fiscal year 2010, and for other purposes: 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Chair, I rise in support 
of the manager’s amendment and the under-
lying legislation. 

I thank Chairman OBERSTAR for his hard 
work on this bill. 

As someone who represents over 200 miles 
of coastline, I am keenly aware of the impor-
tance of the Coast Guard and this legislation. 

H.R. 3619 provides the Coast Guard, includ-
ing the 3 stations located in my congressional 
district, with the resources it needs to meet an 
ever-increasing workload—from search and 
rescue and terrorism protection to fisheries 
law enforcement and oil spill cleanup. 

I also want to thank Chairman OBERSTAR for 
including the amendment I submitted to the 
Rules Committee within his manager’s amend-
ment. 

My amendment would require the Coast 
Guard to report to Congress on the most fre-
quent sources of human error that have led to 
oil spills from vessels, as well as on the most 
significant types of ‘‘near miss’’ incidents. 

The amendment would also require the 
Coast Guard to use these findings to take ap-
propriate action domestically and at the Inter-
national Maritime Organization to reduce the 
risk of oil spills due to human error. 

The consideration of this amendment, 
Madam Chair, could not be more timely. 

Earlier this week we learned that more than 
18,000 gallons of fuel oil spilled when two 
ships collided in the Gulf of Mexico. 

By yesterday morning oil covered an area 
two miles long and a mile and a half wide. 

This troubling incident reminds us that our 
fragile marine resources are still susceptible to 
disaster. 

While efforts by the Coast Guard, states, 
and industry have reduced spills over the last 
two decades, accidents still occur and most 
are the result of human error. 

Unfortunately, we currently lack the data 
and analysis we need to determine the causes 
of human errors and the ways to prevent 
them. 

My amendment would begin filling in that 
gap so we can learn from the mistakes that 
have been made in the past and take action 
to avoid similar incidents in the future. 

Madam Chair, with billions of gallons of oil 
passing through our nation’s coastal waters 
every year, we must strengthen our oil spill 
safety programs. 

And we must do everything we can to pre-
vent future accidents like this week’s collision 
in the Gulf of Mexico and the resulting spill. 

I urge my colleagues to support the man-
ager’s amendment which takes appropriate 
action to reduce the risk of oil spilled because 
of human error. 

HONORING THE SORGE FAMILY OF 
SORGE’S RESTAURANT IN COR-
NING, NY 

HON. ERIC J.J. MASSA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 23, 2009 

Mr. MASSA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a landmark in New York’s 29th Con-
gressional District and its proprietors, the 
Sorge Family of Sorge’s Restaurant. Renato 
and his brother Remo Sorge came to the 
United States from Italy in 1936 and through 
hard work and determination realized the 
American Dream. 

On June 5, 1951, Renato and Loretta Sorge 
opened Sorge’s Restaurant at 68 W. Market 
St. in Corning, NY and it quickly became an 
area favorite. From its humble beginnings with 
a counter and 11 booths, the restaurant even-
tually grew, and expanded to the adjacent 
building and a seating capacity of 225 per-
sons. Offering quality food and a welcoming 
atmosphere, it is easy to see how the res-
taurant became a Corning institution. 

A true family business, Renato’s sons, Jo-
seph and Michael, followed in their parents’ 
footsteps working in the restaurant part-time 
while growing up. They both eventually pur-
sued restaurant management degrees at Cor-
nell and SUNY Cobleskill, respectfully. Upon 
graduation, Joseph and Michael returned to 
Corning to carry on the Sorge Family tradition 
of providing the finest Italian/American food, 
and quality service at reasonable prices. 

An unfortunate fire in December 2008 
burned the original Sorge Restaurant; yet, this 
setback has not dampened the Sorge’s spirits. 
Instead it serves as a testament to the Sorge 
Family commitment to the District as they 
have chosen to stay and rebuild this commu-
nity institution. The site is now recognized as 
an historic landmark. 

As friends and family gather in Corning 
today to celebrate a new beginning at 68 W. 
Market St., it is my honor to recognize the 
Sorge Family and Sorge’s Restaurant on be-
half of the United States Congress. 

f 

HONORING THE FISHER HOUSE & 
THE REPUBLICAN CLUB OF WEST 
PASCO COUNTY, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 23, 2009 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the Re-
publican Club of West Pasco County for their 
support of the Fisher House at the James A. 
Haley Veterans’ Hospital in Tampa, Florida. 

Military families are the first line of support 
for our servicemen and women: They sit up at 
night waiting for their phone call and they 
send them comforts from home to sustain 
them while they fight for our freedom a half a 
world away. 

Some families are called on to support and 
encourage their loved ones long after they’ve 
returned from the battles of war. For them, the 
Fisher House often becomes their ‘‘home 
away from home’’. 

Since it opened its doors in 2007, the Fisher 
House in Tampa has hosted more than 1,200 

people. The 16,000-square-foot house can ac-
commodate up to 21 families at a time, and 
averages 35 guests per night. The average 
length of stay is two months, but two families 
have been there since the house opened. 

Nationwide, the Fisher House program has 
made available nearly three million days of 
lodging since the program originated in 1990. 
They are operated by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and rely on donations to the 
Fisher House Foundation so that no family 
has to pay to stay at any Fisher House. 

The Republican Club of West Pasco County 
continually supports the Fisher House Founda-
tion and our military men and women. This 
weekend, they will host the 2nd biennial event, 
‘‘A Night For Heroes’’ in support of the Fisher 
House Foundation. 

Madam Speaker, just as our military men 
and women believe it is their duty to serve our 
nation; it is our duty to support them. The Re-
publican Club of West Pasco County has truly 
answered the call. On behalf of this Congress, 
I thank them for their unyielding commitment 
to this most important cause. 

f 

HONORING DR. HO LUONG TRAN 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 23, 2009 

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Ho Luong Tran, President and 
CEO of the Asian & Pacific Islander American 
Health Forum (APIAHF) on the occasion of 
her retirement from the Forum to pursue new 
advocacy opportunities. 

Dr. Tran has spent 7 years working with sin-
cere, focused dedication to build APIAHF into 
a leading policy. Dr. Tran has been leading in-
novative legislative, policy, and community ini-
tiatives with an outstanding ability to establish 
coalitions among the public, private and com-
munity sectors for more than 20 years. 

Under Dr. Tran’s leadership, APIAHF has 
partnered with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
on a groundbreaking initiative, Health Through 
Action, to provide local communities with fund-
ing, training, and technical assistance to ad-
dress health issues and strengthen a national 
network of advocates to create a broader 
health movement. During her tenure as the 
President and CEO of APIAHF, Dr. Tran has 
helped create the Native Hawaiian & Pacific 
Islander Alliance and the National Council of 
API Physicians. 

Furthermore, she led the development of a 
national policy blueprint for Asian American, 
Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islander health 
and enhanced the organization’s national 
presence and reach in Washington D.C. 

She has worked in health care since earn-
ing her degree at the University of Saigon in 
1972. Her family fled Vietnam as refugees in 
1978, an experience which has shaped and 
deepened her commitment to the health of her 
community. I have worked with Dr. Tran and 
the APIAHF since I was elected to Congress. 
Her leadership and the excellent work of the 
Health Forum have enabled the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus, the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus, and Congressional 
Black Caucus to help significantly positively 
impact health policy and the conversation 
around health disparities. 
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