October 23, 2009

Mr. HIMES. Madam Chair, | rise today in
favor of the Cruise Vessel Security and Safety
Act which has been included in the base bill
of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2009.

It is expected that more than 12 million
Americans will take a cruise vacation in 2009
alone. Passengers on cruises have an inad-
equate understanding of their potential vulner-
ability to crime, and those who may be victim-
ized lack the information they need to under-
stand their legal rights or to know who to con-
tact for help in the immediate aftermath of a
crime.

Cruise ships, which operate under foreign
flags of convenience, are not required under
U.S. law to report crimes that occur outside of
U.S. territorial waters.

Travelers on water deserve the same pro-
tections as travelers on land, and taking a few
extra measures to protect passengers will lead
to more enjoyable, safer trips and better re-
sults for victims of crimes.

To enhance the safety of cruise passengers,
the owners of cruise vessels need to upgrade,
modernize, and retrofit the safety and security
infrastructure on their vessels. They need to
install peep holes in passenger doors, raise
standard ship railings, install security video
cameras and limit access to passenger rooms.

In addition, passenger vessel crew mem-
bers must be trained on the appropriate meth-
ods for prevention, detection, evidence preser-
vation, and reporting of criminal activities. In
the event that a crime should occur, it is of ut-
most importance that the crime scene or any
potential evidence is not tampered with before
the FBI can begin its investigation.

| would be remiss if | did not take a moment
to mention my predecessor, the Honorable
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, and the fight he began
to improve safety on cruise ships and protect
cruise ship passengers years ago. Congress-
man SHAYS took on this charge after one of
our constituents, George Smith, was the victim
of a crime in international waters while on his
honeymoon in 2005. The investigation sur-
rounding Mr. Smith’s disappearance remains
open to this day. Had the safety improvements
and post-incident regulations mandated by the
Cruise Vessel Security and Safety Act been in
place in 2005, this horrible tragedy might have
been prevented. | proudly stand alongside the
Smith family and the Cruise Victims Associa-
tion as they continue their fight for justice
every day. Together, we work to honor Mr.
Smith’s death so no family will ever have to
suffer again from this type of tragic crime.

———

RESOLUTION HONORING THE
SERVICE AND ACHIEVEMENTS
OF WOMEN OF THE ARMED
SERVICES AND FEMALE VET-
ERANS

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2009

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce a resolution honoring
the service and achievements of women in the
Armed Forces and female veterans.

Every time | visit military installations, both
at home and abroad, | am constantly im-
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pressed by the tremendous job our service
members are doing.

And | am always particularly struck by the
essential and natural role our brave service-
women play in so many parts of our Armed
Services.

There are close to 350,000 American
women currently serving in our Armed Forces.

And it's hard to believe they were only
granted permanent status in the regular and
Reserve Armed Forces in 1948—because
women were certainly making their mark well
before then.

Women have voluntarily served in every
military conflict in our country’s history since
the Revolutionary War.

They have been on the frontlines as nurses,
waterbearers, and even saboteurs.

For years, dedicated women had to disguise
themselves as men in order to enlist in our
military.

Today, that's not the case—our service-
women play an increasingly important role in
America’s military forces, and our country is
the better for it.

Women are flying helicopters and fighter
aircrafis; they are saving lives as nurses and
doctors; they are driving support vehicles and
policing perimeters.

They do not seek special recognition, but |
believe it is important to understand and rec-
ognize the additional burdens that are inherent
in the many roles they play outside of work—
as wives, mothers, and caretakers.

The resolution recognizes the sacrifices our
servicewomen and their families make to keep
our country safe.

As Chair of the House Armed Services Sub-
committee on Military Personnel and Co-Chair
of the Women’s Caucus Task Force on
Women in the Military and Veterans, | am priv-
ileged to honor the legacy of servicewomen in
the past, the courage with which women serve
today, and the enthusiasm of the young
women who dream of serving this great nation
in the future.

Madam Speaker, thank you for the oppor-
tunity to introduce this resolution today.

——————

TOM CONNELLY MARKS THIRTY
YEARS AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER
OF NAHRO

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2009

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, on October 9th of this year, one of
the leaders in increasing the supply of afford-
able housing in the State of Massachusetts,
Tom Connelly, marked his 30th anniversary as
the Executive Director of the Massachusetts
Chapter of the National Association of Hous-
ing & Redevelopment Officials (MassNAHRO).
| have benefitted enormously in my work on
housing in the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices from Mr. Connelly’s good judgment, his
broad and deep knowledge of all aspects of
housing matters, and his passion for helping
this become a fairer society.

NAHRO nationally has been a great partner
for those of us trying to improve the housing
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situation for many in this country. One of the
strong aspects of NAHRO’s work is their con-
tinued recognition that for many low-income
people, the answer for their housing needs is
not homeownership but decent rental housing,
and a failure to understand this is one of the
contributing factors to the housing crisis that
led to our current recession. NAHRO,
MassNAHRO and Tom Connelly in particular
have been supportive of appropriate efforts to
promote homeownership, but they have also
understood the importance for a very large
number of low-income people of affordable
rental housing, so they are not pushed into in-
appropriate home mortgages.

Madam Speaker, in his thirty years as Exec-
utive Director, Tom Connelly has set a high
standard for organizational leadership and for
housing policy. And | should add that among
the contributions he has made to the field of
housing is his daughter, Meredith, who works
on housing matters for the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services and carries on her father’s
tradition of doing excellent work for the hous-
ing needs of low-income people.

Madam Speaker, | submit this statement for
the RECORD because | hope that people will
look at the work that Tom Connelly has done
and that it will serve as a model for those in-
terested in helping with housing issues.

——————

CONGRATULATING IVAN “IKE”
ACKERMAN

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2009

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate lvan “lke” Ackerman
on his retirement as Mayor of the city of Wa-
verly. At the end of the year, ke Ackerman
will be retiring after serving 12 years as
Mayor.

Over the past 12 years, Mayor Ackerman
has been a proven leader in moving the city
of Waverly forward and bringing the commu-
nity together. With Mayor Ackerman’s com-
mand, the city of Waverly has seen successes
from economic development to upgrading the
city’s wellness opportunities.

Waverly is one of northeast lowa’s fastest
growing communities with a highly diversified
economic base. Mayor Ackerman has focused
on bringing new life to old Waverly through
downtown revitalization, economic develop-
ment and new recreational facilities.

During Mayor Ackerman’s tenure the city of
Waverly experienced the worst flooding the
city had seen in decades. In June of 2008, the
Cedar River reached a record high and 25
percent of the community was impacted by the
dangerous waters. The city suffered millions of
dollars in damages. With Mayor Ackerman’s
leadership the city is rebuilding, putting in
place future mitigation plans, and revitalizing
the community one day at a time.

With Mayor Ackerman’s retirement we are
losing years of institutional knowledge and a
champion for the needs of Waverly residents.
| am proud to represent Mayor Ackerman and
the city of Waverly in Congress. | wish him the
best in all his endeavors.
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