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which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the matter before the House.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?
There was no objection.

——————

NATIONAL METASTATIC BREAST
CANCER AWARENESS DAY

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 787) expressing sup-
port for designation of October 13, 2009,
as National Metastatic Breast Cancer
Awareness Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 787

Whereas metastatic breast cancer refers to
Stage IV breast cancer when cancer cells
travel from the breast, either through the
bloodstream or the lymphatic system, to
other parts of the body, including the bones,
liver, lungs, or brain, and continue to grow
in their new location;

Whereas an estimated 192,370 women and
1,910 men in the United States will be diag-
nosed with invasive breast cancer, and 62,280
women will be diagnosed with in situ breast
cancer;

Whereas nearly 30 percent of women diag-
nosed with early stage breast cancer will de-
velop Stage IV advanced or metastatic
breast cancer;

Whereas in developing countries, the ma-
jority of women with breast cancer are diag-
nosed with advanced stage or metastatic dis-
ease;

Whereas the statistic that 155,000 women
and men are presently living with metastatic
breast cancer in the United States under-
scores the immediate need for increased pub-
lic awareness;

Whereas there currently is no cure for
metastatic breast cancer, and metastatic
breast cancer frequently involves trying one
treatment after another with the goal of ex-
tending the best quality of life as possible;

Whereas scientists and researchers are con-
ducting important research projects to
achieve breakthroughs in metastatic breast
cancer research;

Whereas metastatic breast cancer is rarely
discussed during Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, however those living with the disease
should never feel isolated or ignored;

Whereas metastatic Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Day emphasizes the urgent need for
new, targeted breast cancer treatments that
will provide a high quality of life and long
life expectancy for patients by making Stage
IV cancer a chronic, but not fatal disease;

Whereas the House of Representatives is an
institution that can raise awareness in the
general public and the medical community
of breast cancer; and

Whereas October 13, 2009, would be an ap-
propriate date to designate as National
Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the designation of National
Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day;

(2) encourages all people in the United
States to become more informed and aware
of metastatic breast cancer; and

(3) respectfully requests the Clerk of the
House to transmit a copy of this resolution
to the Metastatic Breast Cancer Network.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Mrs.
MYRICK) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in strong support of
House Resolution 787. This resolution
expresses support for designating Octo-
ber 13, 2009, as National Metastatic
Breast Cancer Awareness Day.

Metastatic breast cancer refers to
stage IV breast cancer, the most ad-
vanced stage of this form of cancer. At
this point, cancer cells have spread be-
yond the breast and underarm lymph
nodes to other areas of the body. Sadly,
there is no cure for breast cancer once
it has reached this stage.

Breast cancer is the second most
commonly diagnosed cancer in women.
The National Institutes of Health esti-
mates that nearly 195,000 new cases
will be diagnosed in 2009, the majority
of which occur among women. Nearly
30 percent of women diagnosed with
early stage breast cancer will develop
metastatic breast cancer; and despite
this startling statistic, advanced
breast cancer is rarely discussed during
National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month.

This resolution supports designation
of National Metastatic Breast Cancer
Awareness Day. It encourages all peo-
ple in the U.S. to become more in-
formed and aware of metastatic breast
cancer and requests that the Clerk of
the House transmit a copy of this reso-
lution to the Metastatic Breast Cancer
Network.

Earlier this month, my sub-
committee held a hearing on four
pieces of legislation that focus on pre-
vention, early diagnosis, and treatment
of breast cancer. During this hearing,
we heard from four of my colleagues
who have sponsored legislation to ad-
dress this important health issue.
Those are Congressman NADLER, Con-
gresswoman DELAURO, who is also the
sponsor of this resolution today, Con-
gresswoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and
Congresswoman CASTOR. We also heard
testimony from a number of advocacy
groups and the National Cancer Insti-
tute.

Mr. Speaker, this hearing and the
resolution before us today underscore
the importance of early detection of
breast cancer and ensuring that, once
diagnosed, women receive the best
quality treatment available. As House
Resolution 787 highlights, it’s espe-
cially important that women with
metastatic breast cancer feel supported
rather than feeling isolated or ignored.
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As National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month draws to a close, I would like to
take this opportunity to comment on
the important issues raised with re-
spect to the experience of breast cancer
patients in today’s medical environ-
ment. These patients and many others
lack access to preventive services that
are recommended by experts. Many pa-
tients lack coverage of the medical
care that they need. That’s precisely
why we are hard at work trying to pass
health reform legislation that will im-
prove access to quality and affordable
health care for every American.

If enacted, America’s Affordable
Health Choices Act of 2009, currently
H.R. 3200, will make dramatic improve-
ments in our efforts to battle breast
cancer. Specifically, it will provide af-
fordable access to insurance. H.R. 3200
would prohibit insurers from excluding
patients or charging higher premiums
because of preexisting conditions. It
would offer protection against high
out-of-pocket costs by limiting
deductibles and copayments and pre-
cluding insurance companies from es-
tablishing limits on annual or lifetime
benefits. H.R. 3200 would also prohibit
insurers from rescinding or dropping
insurance policies on the basis of
health status.

This bill would also provide coverage
of preventive services in Medicare,
Medicaid, and within the newly estab-
lished Health Insurance Exchange, free
of cost sharing. This means that serv-
ices like mammograms would be avail-
able free of copays. Early detection and
treatment can help reduce the number
of patients who ever get to stage IV
while we continue our efforts to find a
cure for those who do.

I am pleased to join my colleagues
today in raising awareness about
breast cancer, and particularly stage
IV breast cancer.

Of course I want to thank, in par-
ticular, the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut, Congresswoman DELAURO,
and my colleague from New Jersey,
Congressman LOBIONDO, for their lead-
ership.

Let me just say about Congress-
woman DELAURO, she has been basi-
cally a champion on every aspect of
breast cancer since I've been here. I
think, really, without her efforts, we
would not have gone as far as we have
in terms of providing meaningful re-
search and treatment. So it’s certainly
no surprise that she is the prime spon-
sor of this resolution today.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, I am
very proud to be here today to support
Representative DELAURO’s Metastatic
Breast Cancer Awareness Day resolu-
tion.

As has already been mentioned many
times this month, October is National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and
we see it all over by the pink ribbons
everywhere, media campaigns.
Throughout the last 30 days, there has
been good exposure. The month is near-
ly over, but the need for breast cancer
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awareness and education continues all

year long.
October 13 has been recognized as Na-
tional Metastatic Breast Cancer

Awareness Day, and I would like to
thank the Metastatic Breast Cancer
Network for their continued commu-
nity outreach.

Awareness and education has assisted
in the annual decline in deaths from
breast cancer. The Centers for Disease
Control has stressed the importance of
women receiving regular mammo-
grams, which can help doctors diagnose
breast cancer in its early stages, which
was my fortunate experience. It is be-
cause of these successful programs and
National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month that encourage early diagnosis
before the cancer cells travel from the
breast to other parts of the body, in-
cluding the most well-known and, un-
fortunately, the places they go the
most often, the bones, the liver, the
lungs, and the brain. And that de-
scribes metastatic breast cancer.
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It’s commonly known as stage IV
breast cancer because it is diagnosed
when the cancer has spread to one or
more of these distant sites in the body.
For all intents and purposes, it is the
scariest form of the disease and one
that is very difficult to fight. People
face reality when they’re first diag-
nosed and are told that they’re at stage
IV. For others, it’s a diagnosis they
face later on as they go through their
treatment, which is happening to one
of my friends currently.

For these women, time is truly of the
essence, and the support of family,
friends and of the medical professionals
is crucial. Sadly, metastatic breast
cancer is deadly in most cases, but the
good news is that research continues to
make great strides in survival rates
and in the quality of life for these pa-
tients. So I am very proud to support
this resolution to designate October 13
as Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness
Day.

I thank my good friend, Representa-
tive DELAURO, who is also a cancer sur-
vivor, I might add—long term—for
sponsoring this bill.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the sponsor of the legisla-
tion, the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO). I can’t say
enough about her. Her championing on
the issues of breast cancer research,
treatment, et cetera, are really always
out there.

Ms. DELAURO. I thank the gen-
tleman for the time, and I also want to
say to him thank you for your very,
very Kind words. It has been my honor
to work in partnership with Congress-
man PALLONE. He is enormously com-
mitted to health care and to health
care reform but with particular inter-
est to women’s health issues. He has
been a strong partner in his cham-
pioning of these efforts on the com-
mittee which he chairs.
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I also want to say a ‘‘thank you’ to
my colleague Congressman LOBIONDO
for cosponsoring this resolution with
me today and a particular ‘‘thank you”
to my colleague and good friend, Con-
gresswoman MYRICK, for all of her ef-
forts and stamina. We are a band of sis-
ters in this effort. Thank you so very,
very much.

Mr. Speaker, following the lead of
eight States across the Nation—Colo-
rado, Georgia, Illinois, Maine, Mary-
land, Michigan, Washington, and my
home State of Connecticut—this reso-
lution expresses support for desig-
nating October 13, 2009, as National
Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness
Day.

Right now in America, it has been
said that 15,000 men and women around
the country are living with metastatic,
or stage IV, breast cancer. It means
that the cancer cells have traveled
from the breast to other areas in the
body, such as to the liver, lungs, bones
or brain, and the cells are now growing
there. There is no cure for breast can-
cer once it has metastasized, and most
of today’s current medical treatments
are focused only on extending the best
quality of life for the patient.

Breast cancer is the second leading
type of cancer among women. In this
year alone, 192,000 women—over that
number—and 1,900 men in the United
States will be diagnosed with the dis-
ease, and over 62,000 women will die
from it. Thirty percent of women diag-
nosed with earlier stages of the illness
will eventually suffer from metastatic
breast cancer. The later it is diagnosed,
the more likely it is that the cancer
has or will metastasize.

Missed opportunities of early detec-
tion is a major reason why women in
developing countries, as well as right
here in the United States with our own
most vulnerable citizens, are more
likely diagnosed with late-stage breast
cancer. Without adequate access to
preventative medical care, the health
of the poor here and around the world
is already at extreme risk.

For all of these reasons and more, we
believe that Congress should support
this resolution and should get behind
National Metastatic Breast Cancer
Awareness Day on October 13. Not only
will such a day help to emphasize the
urgent need for new and targeted
breast cancer treatments for stage IV
cancer patients, but it will raise aware-
ness, and it will save lives.

I know firsthand. I'm a cancer sur-
vivor—ovarian cancer. I was fortunate
enough to have been diagnosed at stage
1. If it had not been caught early by my
doctor or if the cancer had metasta-
sized, there is a good chance I would
not be standing here today. We need to
promote awareness of metastatic can-
cers in any way that we can so that
women and men will know how to get
timely mammograms and cancer
screenings that might just save their
lives.

Even as doctors and scientists search
for a cure for metastatic breast cancer,
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it is up to us to help make the treat-
ment affordable for women in need and
to pass comprehensive health insur-
ance reform now, not later. Too many
women with breast cancer today are
forced to make decisions based on their
finances and not on what is best for
their health. All too often, as they
bravely battle their illnesses, they
must also fight high out-of-pocket
costs and denied claims. If they become
too sick to work, they must face the
terrifying prospect of losing their cov-
erage altogether.

While today we express our support
for a National Metastatic Breast Can-
cer Awareness Day, I hope very soon in
the future we will reaffirm our com-
mitment to breast cancer patients by
passing meaningful health insurance
reform.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield the gentle-
woman 1 additional minute.

Ms. DELAURO. Today’s resolution
has the support of several key organi-
zations, including Living Beyond
Breast Cancer, breastcancer.org, The
Wellness Community, Breast Cancer
Network of Strength—formerly Y-
ME—and the Young Survivor Coali-
tion.

By drawing attention to this disease,
we can help medical researchers find
ways to provide a higher quality of life
and a longer life expectancy for pa-
tients. We can help make stage IV can-
cer a chronic but not a fatal disease,
and we can encourage the women and
men we love to stay aware of meta-
static breast cancer and to protect
themselves through regular checkups
and screenings.

I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I am very pleased to yield so
much time as he may consume to the
other sponsor of the legislation, the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
LOBIONDO).

Mr. LOBIONDO. Thank you, Con-
gresswoman MYRICK, and thank you to
Congressman PALLONE and to Con-
gresswoman DELAURO for their advo-
cacy on this very important issue.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in very strong
support of the resolution designating
October 13 as National Metastatic
Breast Cancer Awareness Day.

We have heard a lot of statistics.
They are staggering, and they are stag-
gering because, much of the time, some
of this can be prevented. The resolu-
tion recognizes the need to raise the
level of awareness and to increase re-
search on treatments that will provide
a higher quality of life and longer life
expectancies for patients living with
and fighting metastatic breast cancer.

I participated in an American Cancer
Society cancer awareness event about 2
weeks ago on a Sunday in my district
in southern New Jersey. On a Sunday
morning, in a driving Nor’easter rain-
storm with very high winds and with
rain coming down in buckets, we had
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hundreds of people who showed up be-
cause they believed that their involve-
ment would make a difference. They
were helping to raise the level of
awareness. They were helping to get
the message out that we can challenge
this terrible disease and that we can
make progress.

Metastatic breast cancer refers to
stage IV breast cancer, which is when
cancer cells travel and then do terrible
things in other locations of the body.
We know that, in this year, there will
be in excess of 190,000 women, almost
2,000 men and, very, very tragically, in
excess of 62,000 women who will lose
their lives.

So I am a very proud cosponsor of
this resolution. I encourage all of my
colleagues to join in support of this.
All of America should understand that,
united and together, we can make a
difference. We can make a difference
against this dreaded disease.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARMAN).

(Ms. HARMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HARMAN. Thank you, Mr.
PALLONE, for yielding time to me to
speak on this bill and on the bill that
was just considered.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be a
member of the Health Subcommittee of
the Energy and Commerce Committee.
I regret the fact that it has taken us so
many months to get to a place where
we are almost ready to consider com-
prehensive health care reform. I
strongly support it, especially with a
robust public option. Yet this is a good
day because, today we will pass a more
limited bill that identified a huge prob-
lem, metastatic breast cancer.

I have been fortunate not to have
cancer, but there are many cancer sur-
vivors in this body, some of whom have
survived breast cancer. I am the sister
of Dr. David Lakes, who is an
oncologist in Northern California and
who was voted Healer of the Year in
Marin County for the work he has done
with those who suffer from metastatic
breast cancer. I am very proud of him.

I am very proud of the sponsors of
this legislation, who understand how
critical it is not just to focus on the
fact of this disease, but, as Ms.
DELAURO said a few minutes ago, on
how to make it a chronic disease and
not a killer. So I strongly support this
legislation.

As the author of Legislation to ex-
tend the PSIC Grant Program, the
Public Safety Interoperable Commu-
nications Grant Program, which was
debated just moments ago, I urge us to
continue the program which provides
$1 billion in grants to State and local
governments for interoperable commu-
nications systems, which, obviously,
will be needed in the event of the next
terrorist attack or natural disaster.

Eight years after 9/11, we have not
fixed one of the two major problems on
that day. One problem was that we
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failed to connect the dots. The other
was that we could not communicate in
realtime among our first responders to
the catastrophe both in New York and
in Washington. Nationally, we still
lack an interoperable communications
network. That will require more work
by Congress and the FCC to build out
the now vacant 700 megahertz analog
spectrum so that, nationally, all of our
first preventers, or responders, can
communicate.

In the meantime, it is significant
that our communities will be able to
access additional Federal funds be-
cause of the action recommended mo-
ments ago to pass S. 1694 which is iden-
tical to H.R. 3633—an action that
means the bill will become law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. PALLONE. I yield to the gentle-
woman 1 additional minute.

Ms. HARMAN. Let me finally say
that the PSIC extension legislation is
supported by the major city police
chiefs, the National Governors Associa-
tion, the National Emergency Manage-
ment Association, the Association of
Public-Safety Communications Offi-
cials, the Telecommunications Indus-
try Association, mayors in Los Ange-
les, New York and Houston, the Los
Angeles County Sheriff—Lee Baca—and
many others because they know that
having interoperable communications
in our cities and regions is critical.

Just as metastatic breast cancer is
an emergency that we must deal with,
so is the lack of a truly national inter-
operable communications capability.
We took a big step this morning. I hope
we will take a bigger step later this
year.

I thank Chairman PALLONE for the
work that he does on the Health Sub-
committee. I am proud to be a member.

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada (Ms. BERKLEY).

Ms. BERKLEY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I had not planned to
speak on this resolution when I came
to the floor, but after listening to Ms.
DELAURO’s eloquent discussion of it, I
felt duty-bound to weigh in as well in
very strong support.

There isn’t a woman in my family
who has not died from breast cancer—
both of my grandparents, all of my
aunts, of which I had several, and my
mother. My sister, thank goodness, is a
survivor, and has just celebrated the
birth of her first grandchild herself;
but it is in our family, and I cannot
tell you how important this resolution
is to increase the awareness of this
deadly disease.

By the time my mother passed away,
her breast cancer had metastasized
throughout her body, and as she lay
there with her family around her, she
couldn’t help but ask why she was still
there. It broke our hearts to see this
woman who had raised us so well and
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who was so strong in our family lit-
erally fall apart before our very eyes.

So I hope that this resolution will in-
crease the awareness of this dreaded
disease that hits almost every house-
hold in the United States and that
causes such pain and suffering. Let us
be aware of it, and let us use this op-
portunity to educate our fellow citi-
zens so that they can receive the treat-
ment they need in a timely manner so
they do not suffer as my entire family
has.

I want to thank the gentlewoman
from Connecticut, and want to urge all
of my colleagues to give this resolution
a resounding thumbs up.
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Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would
just urge everyone to support this reso-
lution. I particularly want to thank

the survivors, Mrs. MYRICK, Ms.
DELAURO, and Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ.

They just spend so much time de-
voted to this issue, whether it’s re-
search, treatment, to try to find a cure
or to just raise awareness. I never
cease to be amazed by their efforts. I
want to thank them and I urge every-
one to pass the resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 787.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

SUPPORTING A NATIONAL DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE FOR NUCLEAR
WEAPONS PROGRAM WORKERS

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 790) supporting the
goals and ideals of a national day of re-
membrance on October 30, 2009, for
American nuclear weapons program
workers and uranium miners, millers,
and haulers, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 790

Whereas hundreds of thousands of men and
women have served this Nation in building
its nuclear defense since World War II;

Whereas these dedicated American workers
paid a high price for their service and have
developed disabling or fatal illnesses as a re-
sult of exposure to beryllium, ionizing radi-
ation, toxic substances, and other hazards
that are unique to the production and test-
ing of nuclear weapons;

Whereas these workers were put at indi-
vidual risk without their knowledge and con-
sent in order to develop a nuclear weapons
program;



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-08T17:50:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




