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direction as this agreement will encourage Ar-
menia to build trade and economic ties with its
largest western neighbor.

The interest of the international community
was evident with the presence of the rep-
resentatives from France, Russia, Switzerland,
the European Union and the United States in
Zurich at the signing ceremony. | am particu-
larly proud of Secretary Clinton’s tireless ef-
forts to encourage both parties to reach agree-
ment on the accords. The signing of the proto-
cols has been a priority for President Obama,
and Secretary Clinton’s work on October 10th
underscores the value of stability in the
Caucasus region for the United States and the
entire international community.

The protocols must still be brought back to
the respective parliaments and ratified, but we
should acknowledge this significant progress
and continue to encourage both Armenia and
Turkey to work together to develop a long last-
ing diplomatic relationship and stability in the
region.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF FREDERICK K. BIEBEL

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today to pay tribute to
Frederick K. Biebel of Stratford, Connecticut
who passed away this week at the age of 83.
Fred was a remarkable member of the com-
munity and a local political legend. His pass-
ing marks the end of an era in the Stratford
community and in Connecticut's Republican
Party.

Fred began his career in the 1950s as a
member of Stratford’s Town Council as well as
the Chairman of the Stratford Republican
Town Committee. During his tenure, he orga-
nized countless campaigns and served as a
role model and mentor for other candidates.
Fred went on to serve as Chairman of the Re-
publican State Central Committee in Con-
necticut and during President Reagan’s Ad-
ministration he presided as Co-Chairman of
the Republican National Committee. He also
represented Connecticut as a delegate in four-
teen national GOP conventions—the last just
this past year. Fred served in every capacity—
from volunteer to candidate to national party
co-chair. He was committed to his ideals, but
understood the value of debate. Through his
activism he earned a distinguished reputation
and was respected by colleagues of every po-
litical persuasion.

As involved in politics as he was, Fred was
just as committed to his family and commu-
nity. He and his wife of 58 years, Violet, raised
three children and he was a proud grandfather
and great-grandfather. Fred was also a dedi-
cated member of the Lordship Community
Church where he served as deacon. In fact,
he helped to literally build the Church itself,
dismantling, transporting, and reassembling an
unused Colonial white church from Vermont in
the late 1940s. Fred was proud of the life he
built—a fact that was reflected in his recently
published autobiography, “Path of a Patriot:
The Political Journey of Mr. B.”

Though we may have come from different
political viewpoints, Fred and | shared a com-
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mon cause—public service. Whether through
his political career or his work in the commu-
nity, Fred dedicated a lifetime to service. He
understood better than most that a community
is only as strong as those members who dedi-
cate themselves to its improvement. He knew
that meaningful change came from active in-
volvement—a lesson that he passed on to
several generations. | consider myself fortu-
nate to have known him.

Today, as family and friends reflect on the
life of Frederick K. Biebel, | extend my deep-
est sympathies to his wife, Violet, his children,
Karen, Kyle, and Kevin, as well as his nine
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.
Fred was an extraordinary man who touched
the lives of many. His is a legacy that will con-
tinue to inspire generations to come.

BOEING BRINGS JOBS TO SOUTH
CAROLINA

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, yesterday, Boeing announced that
they had chosen their North Charleston, South
Carolina, facility as the site for a second 787
Dreamliner final assembly line. This is tremen-
dous news not just for the people of Charles-
ton but for all the families of South Carolina.
As we have seen with the success of Michelin
across the state, including Lexington, recruited
from France by Governor Jim Edwards and
BMW at Greer secured from Germany by the
late Governor Carroll Campbell bringing new
jobs, Boeing’s decision will have a broader im-
pact on our state’s economy. As noted in to-
day’s edition of The State, “S.C. officials ex-
pect a network of companies will spring up
across the state to support Boeing’s oper-
ations, just as businesses sprang up around
BMW’s Upstate plant, opened in the 1990s.”

This decision by Boeing is a testament to
the strong workforce in South Carolina. | am
grateful for the hard work and dedication of so
many members of our communities who con-
tinue to fight to bring more jobs to South Caro-
lina. In particular, South Carolina Secretary of
Commerce Joe Taylor has shown excellent
leadership. I've been grateful to work with
Secretary Taylor and other leaders as we
keep our commitment to those we serve to
promote South Carolina as a leader for indus-
try and innovation in the positive environment
of a Right to Work State.

——————

HONORING BROOKSIDE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the stu-
dents, faculty and staff of the Brookside Ele-
mentary School and congratulate them for
having received the prestigious Blue Ribbon
School Award. The Blue Ribbon Schools Pro-
gram recognizes schools that make significant
progress in closing the achievement gap or
whose students achieve at very high levels.
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The teachers and staff at Brookside School
aim to provide a rigorous yet nurturing envi-
ronment where on-going academic, social and
emotional support is provided so all students
can realize their potential. Brookside School
has the advantage of small class sizes which
creates an atmosphere where each child is
recognized for his or her individual gifts and
talents.

Character education is woven throughout
the curriculum at Brookside Elementary
School. Each month, the school hosts
“BBOTB”, Brookside Brings out the Best, As-
sembly, where students are recognized for ex-
cellent citizenship, character, effort, respect,
neatness and organization. As a member of
the Committee for Education and Labor, |
have the privilege of learning about school
both locally and nationally. The future of this
country depends on the hopes and dreams of
its children. Our community, and our nation, is
enhanced by the contributions of high achiev-
ing students like those at Brookside Elemen-
tary School. Additionally, | would like to recog-
nize the work of the teachers and administra-
tors who dedicate their lives to their students.
The staff is the back-bone of the student’s
success and | thank them for all that they do
on a daily basis.

Madam Speaker, it is with pride and admira-
tion | offer my thanks and recognition to the
Brookside Elementary School.

——————

RECOGNIZING HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 28, 2009

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of House Reso-
lution 783, which recognizes Hispanic Heritage
Month and celebrates the vast contributions of
Hispanic-Americans to the strength and cul-
ture of the United States.

In 1968, President Lyndon Johnson intro-
duced Hispanic Heritage Week, which was
later expanded to Hispanic Heritage Month in
1988 by President Ronald Reagan. This year,
Americans commemorated the history of His-
panic-Americans and their numerous contribu-
tions to our country from September 15, 2009,
to October 15, 2009.

The estimated Hispanic population of the
United States as of July 1, 2008, was 46.9
million. Hispanic-Americans constitute 15 per-
cent of the Nation’s total population, comprise
62.2 percent of my district in Houston, Texas,
and are the fastest-growing minority group in
the United States. Their contributions to our
society are evident in many areas including
the arts, architecture, literature, military, and
our government.

In congratulate all Hispanic-Americans on
their rich history and culture, and recognize
Hispanic Heritage Month as an important time
to commemorate the great achievements and
contributions of Hispanic-Americans to the
United States.

As a cosponsor of this important resolution,
| urge my colleagues to support its passage.
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HONORING SECRETARY JOHN
McHUGH

SPEECH OF

HON. PARKER GRIFFITH

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 28, 2009

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of former Con-
gressman and the 21st Secretary of the Army
John McHugh.

In more than 8 terms in Congress, Sec-
retary McHugh has served as a steadfast and
reliable advocate for our men and women in
uniform. His drive and determination for our
soldiers have played a major role in the way
we repay our troops.

Throughout his career, Secretary McHugh
has always sought new ways to serve his
country, and America is better for it. Over the
last eight years, he has made fourteen official
visits to Iraq, Afghanistan, and multiple other
deployed locations to visit United States
forces.

In his own words, Secretary McHugh has in-
spired many. Earlier this year, he summed up
perfectly what it means to be an American—
in uniform or civilian—when he asked, “What
else can | do to serve?”

The United States Army has been placed in
the capable hands of Secretary John McHugh,
and | wish him the best of luck in his new po-
sition.

CONGRATULATING JOHN “HUT”
HUTSON, WILLIAM C. JENKINS,
DAVID F. LUCIER, PETER MAR-
TINEZ, PAT CHORPENNING AND
CARL G. SCHNEIDER—INDUCTEES
TO THE ARIZONA VETERANS
HALL OF FAME

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate John “Hut” Hutson, Wil-
liam C. Jenkins, David F. Lucier, Peter Mar-
tinez, Pat Chorpenning and Carl G. Schneider,
the Class of 2009 inductees to the Arizona
Veterans Hall of Fame. These citizens are rec-
ognized for their exemplary service for our
country.

For both bravely serving our country and in-
spiring those outside their military service, 19
Arizona residents were selected to be part of
the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame. In a state
boasting more than 600,000 veterans, | am
truly honored to represent five of this year’s
recipients.

The Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame Society
annually rewards and honors veterans for their
continued service to the community. Each re-
cipient of the prestigious award is personally
selected by the Office of Governor Jan Brewer
in partnership with the Arizona Department of
Veterans’ Services.

These veterans represent the courage and
patriotism that is so revered by many Ameri-
cans. It is people like this that | am continu-
ously thinking of and am proud to serve. As
members of the Hall of Fame Society, | am
sure these veterans will carry on inspiring and
serving our community.
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Madam Speaker, please join me in recogni-
tion of John “Hut” Hutson, William C. Jenkins,
David F. Lucier, Peter Martinez, Pat
Chorpenning and Carl G. Schneider's excep-
tional service.

———

H.R. 3763, TO AMEND THE FAIR
AND ACCURATE CREDIT REPORT-
ING ACT

HON. DANIEL B. MAFFEI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mr. MAFFEI. Madam Speaker, | come be-
fore you today in unison with my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle in support of H.R.
3763, to amend the Fair and Accurate Credit
Reporting Act to provide an exclusion from
Red Flag Guidelines for certain businesses.
I’'m proud that the lawmakers and the FTC are
actively combating the serious problem of
identity theft. The Red Flag Guidelines out-
lined in the Fair and Accurate Credit Reporting
Act directs businesses to establish, by August
1, 2009, a plan for protecting their customers
from identity theft. We must remember, how-
ever, that regulations like the Red Flags Rule
have serious consequences for our nation’s
small businesses. Small businesses are lead-
ers in their communities and work hard to es-
tablish personal relationships with their cus-
tomers. We cannot simply adopt a one-size-
fits-all system that applies the same regulatory
standards to a large corporation as it does to
a small community health care provider or a
small law firm.

| commend my colleague from New Jersey
for recognizing the undue burden these regu-
lations will have on small businesses and for
introducing legislation that provides a more
viable solution to identity theft prevention. | am
proud to have worked with him in drafting this
bill. H.R. 3763 returns to the original intent of
the FTC regulations. This bill recognizes that
law firms, health care providers, accountants,
and other businesses which provide repeated
face-to-face service and/or have fewer than 20
employees are not vulnerable to identity theft
in the same way as other businesses. These
types of businesses were not intended to fall
under such FTC regulations and should not be
included in Red Flag Guidelines. H.R. 3763
would provide an exemption for such busi-
nesses, saving the small business community
tremendous undue financial and administrative
burden.

————
WHEN COURAGE COMES TO CREST:
PFC BRENDAN MARROCCO,

UNITED STATES ARMY

HON. MICHAEL E. McMAHON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the heroism of a real
American hero, one of New York’s and Staten
Island’s finest sons. Today, the Armed Forces
and their families must come back home from
war and rebuild their lives in many instances
where nonlies left. As each, and on their own,
they all will teach us about faith and courage
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and selfless sacrifice. PFC Brendan Marrocco
is such a man who was gravely wounded in
Iraq. During an EFP explosion, Rocco lost all
four of his limbs. While clinging to life, most
people may have given up but Rocco refuses!
For he has a life to live, and a world to inspire.
With the help of his brother Michael, who quit
his job to be with him and help him as he
moves onward. Rock on Rocco!

WHEN COURAGE COMES TO CREST

All in our darkest days of night!

When, all hope seems so lost . . . our plight

While, against all odds . . ., somehow we so
fight! When, Courage Comes To Crest!

With only its shining light, will we but so
see our very best . . . our light!

All in hearts of gold which will so bless, to
lead that most valiant fight!

Upon, battlefields of honor yes, all in hearts
of courage so burning bright . . .

Throughout all of those darkest days of war,
those many nights ... as we so see
their light!

Amidst, all those battle cries ... of the
darkest of death and gore as so com-
prised . . .

As all of those most magnificent hearts, as
so ignite . . .

All in those faces of heroes, as when their
courage so comes to life!

Who, but for this our nation bore . . .
would give up, oh so much more . . .

Holding Brothers In Arms, with but tears in
their eyes . . .

Until, their fine hearts beat no more . . .
who so died!

And all of those loved ones at home, who so
worry for them as their hearts so
moan!

As When, Courage Comes To Crest ... as
when so comes forth, so much more
from these who bless!

As when, a new battle must begin! As from a
coma you so awoke so then . . .

All in your loss, how such courage then . . .
that even your fine heart, may not ex-
cept!

As you look down all at the cost, wondering
if you would be but better off . . .

Be but better off, dead . . . all in that mo-
ment of truth, as what your brilliant
heart so said!

Showing us the proof . .. As so when, you
must decide Should I live? Or
should I die?

When, but the very will to live . . . all in
your fine heart, so lies . . . ‘ah Rocco
so lives!

While so very, so very . .

. Very . .. very .
side!

When, Courage Comes To Crest . . . as the
tears roll down your fine eyes . . .

As you lie there all in your pain, moments
away from dying . . . all in your most
amazing grace comprised!

As your courage so begins to rise! As Comes
To Crest!

As why, one day to Heaven . .. Rocco . . .
you’re my fine soul shall so rise!

As you so wipe away, all those swollen tears

. as from your most brilliant eyes

and

. 80 very . . . very
. . deep down in-

And you so say to yourself, I choose to live
. . and so Not So To Die!

As your most Heroic of All Hearts, so begins
to cry!

From somewhere, so very . . . very . .
. . .deep down inside . . .

As you so decide, with all your might! To
Live On! To Somehow Fight!

To Bring Your Light, and not ask why!

All in what you have so left, so left . . . so
very deep down inside!

. very
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