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HONORING SECRETARY JOHN
McHUGH

SPEECH OF

HON. PARKER GRIFFITH

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 28, 2009

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of former Con-
gressman and the 21st Secretary of the Army
John McHugh.

In more than 8 terms in Congress, Sec-
retary McHugh has served as a steadfast and
reliable advocate for our men and women in
uniform. His drive and determination for our
soldiers have played a major role in the way
we repay our troops.

Throughout his career, Secretary McHugh
has always sought new ways to serve his
country, and America is better for it. Over the
last eight years, he has made fourteen official
visits to Iraq, Afghanistan, and multiple other
deployed locations to visit United States
forces.

In his own words, Secretary McHugh has in-
spired many. Earlier this year, he summed up
perfectly what it means to be an American—
in uniform or civilian—when he asked, “What
else can | do to serve?”

The United States Army has been placed in
the capable hands of Secretary John McHugh,
and | wish him the best of luck in his new po-
sition.

CONGRATULATING JOHN “HUT”
HUTSON, WILLIAM C. JENKINS,
DAVID F. LUCIER, PETER MAR-
TINEZ, PAT CHORPENNING AND
CARL G. SCHNEIDER—INDUCTEES
TO THE ARIZONA VETERANS
HALL OF FAME

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate John “Hut” Hutson, Wil-
liam C. Jenkins, David F. Lucier, Peter Mar-
tinez, Pat Chorpenning and Carl G. Schneider,
the Class of 2009 inductees to the Arizona
Veterans Hall of Fame. These citizens are rec-
ognized for their exemplary service for our
country.

For both bravely serving our country and in-
spiring those outside their military service, 19
Arizona residents were selected to be part of
the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame. In a state
boasting more than 600,000 veterans, | am
truly honored to represent five of this year’s
recipients.

The Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame Society
annually rewards and honors veterans for their
continued service to the community. Each re-
cipient of the prestigious award is personally
selected by the Office of Governor Jan Brewer
in partnership with the Arizona Department of
Veterans’ Services.

These veterans represent the courage and
patriotism that is so revered by many Ameri-
cans. It is people like this that | am continu-
ously thinking of and am proud to serve. As
members of the Hall of Fame Society, | am
sure these veterans will carry on inspiring and
serving our community.
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Madam Speaker, please join me in recogni-
tion of John “Hut” Hutson, William C. Jenkins,
David F. Lucier, Peter Martinez, Pat
Chorpenning and Carl G. Schneider's excep-
tional service.

———

H.R. 3763, TO AMEND THE FAIR
AND ACCURATE CREDIT REPORT-
ING ACT

HON. DANIEL B. MAFFEI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mr. MAFFEI. Madam Speaker, | come be-
fore you today in unison with my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle in support of H.R.
3763, to amend the Fair and Accurate Credit
Reporting Act to provide an exclusion from
Red Flag Guidelines for certain businesses.
I’'m proud that the lawmakers and the FTC are
actively combating the serious problem of
identity theft. The Red Flag Guidelines out-
lined in the Fair and Accurate Credit Reporting
Act directs businesses to establish, by August
1, 2009, a plan for protecting their customers
from identity theft. We must remember, how-
ever, that regulations like the Red Flags Rule
have serious consequences for our nation’s
small businesses. Small businesses are lead-
ers in their communities and work hard to es-
tablish personal relationships with their cus-
tomers. We cannot simply adopt a one-size-
fits-all system that applies the same regulatory
standards to a large corporation as it does to
a small community health care provider or a
small law firm.

| commend my colleague from New Jersey
for recognizing the undue burden these regu-
lations will have on small businesses and for
introducing legislation that provides a more
viable solution to identity theft prevention. | am
proud to have worked with him in drafting this
bill. H.R. 3763 returns to the original intent of
the FTC regulations. This bill recognizes that
law firms, health care providers, accountants,
and other businesses which provide repeated
face-to-face service and/or have fewer than 20
employees are not vulnerable to identity theft
in the same way as other businesses. These
types of businesses were not intended to fall
under such FTC regulations and should not be
included in Red Flag Guidelines. H.R. 3763
would provide an exemption for such busi-
nesses, saving the small business community
tremendous undue financial and administrative
burden.

————
WHEN COURAGE COMES TO CREST:
PFC BRENDAN MARROCCO,

UNITED STATES ARMY

HON. MICHAEL E. McMAHON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the heroism of a real
American hero, one of New York’s and Staten
Island’s finest sons. Today, the Armed Forces
and their families must come back home from
war and rebuild their lives in many instances
where nonlies left. As each, and on their own,
they all will teach us about faith and courage

October 29, 2009

and selfless sacrifice. PFC Brendan Marrocco
is such a man who was gravely wounded in
Iraq. During an EFP explosion, Rocco lost all
four of his limbs. While clinging to life, most
people may have given up but Rocco refuses!
For he has a life to live, and a world to inspire.
With the help of his brother Michael, who quit
his job to be with him and help him as he
moves onward. Rock on Rocco!

WHEN COURAGE COMES TO CREST

All in our darkest days of night!

When, all hope seems so lost . . . our plight

While, against all odds . . ., somehow we so
fight! When, Courage Comes To Crest!

With only its shining light, will we but so
see our very best . . . our light!

All in hearts of gold which will so bless, to
lead that most valiant fight!

Upon, battlefields of honor yes, all in hearts
of courage so burning bright . . .

Throughout all of those darkest days of war,
those many nights ... as we so see
their light!

Amidst, all those battle cries ... of the
darkest of death and gore as so com-
prised . . .

As all of those most magnificent hearts, as
so ignite . . .

All in those faces of heroes, as when their
courage so comes to life!

Who, but for this our nation bore . . .
would give up, oh so much more . . .

Holding Brothers In Arms, with but tears in
their eyes . . .

Until, their fine hearts beat no more . . .
who so died!

And all of those loved ones at home, who so
worry for them as their hearts so
moan!

As When, Courage Comes To Crest ... as
when so comes forth, so much more
from these who bless!

As when, a new battle must begin! As from a
coma you so awoke so then . . .

All in your loss, how such courage then . . .
that even your fine heart, may not ex-
cept!

As you look down all at the cost, wondering
if you would be but better off . . .

Be but better off, dead . . . all in that mo-
ment of truth, as what your brilliant
heart so said!

Showing us the proof . .. As so when, you
must decide Should I live? Or
should I die?

When, but the very will to live . . . all in
your fine heart, so lies . . . ‘ah Rocco
so lives!

While so very, so very . .

. Very . .. very .
side!

When, Courage Comes To Crest . . . as the
tears roll down your fine eyes . . .

As you lie there all in your pain, moments
away from dying . . . all in your most
amazing grace comprised!

As your courage so begins to rise! As Comes
To Crest!

As why, one day to Heaven . .. Rocco . . .
you’re my fine soul shall so rise!

As you so wipe away, all those swollen tears

. as from your most brilliant eyes

and

. 80 very . . . very
. . deep down in-

And you so say to yourself, I choose to live
. . and so Not So To Die!

As your most Heroic of All Hearts, so begins
to cry!

From somewhere, so very . . . very . .
. . .deep down inside . . .

As you so decide, with all your might! To
Live On! To Somehow Fight!

To Bring Your Light, and not ask why!

All in what you have so left, so left . . . so
very deep down inside!

. very
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As on this fine day, your beautiful heart so
begins to rise . . .

For arms and legs we all need, but we can
live without. . . .

But, it’s only with our hearts . .
can so not so live no doubt!

As this Roc, will not so be stopped!

For Rocco, you have mountains to so climb
. . . but to the very top!

Rock On Rocco . . . On How You So Roc!

As you have Souls To Heal, and To Inspire
. . . as you reach for the top!

As your fine heart of a comet, can not so be
stopped!

For from that Gotham City,
most Gotham Heart . . .

As you grew up in the shadow of liberty, as
Rocco . . . as you have her heart!

Setting, all others . . . so very far apart . . .

For you will win! And you will rise, but to
the top! For there are Angel’s put upon
this earth . . .

All in our Lord’s eyes, who so come first . . .
so Roc . . .

To Reach Us, To Beseech Us . .. To Teach
Us . . .all in their fine worth!

For all of Staten Island, is so smiling on this
very day . . .

To have such a fine Son as you, all in what
you so gave!

So tried and true, and in your most heroic
hue! You make us all so very proud!

Such men, and women such, as you . . . who
in the towers once ran up to the top!

Yet, knowing this might be their last hours

. . as still, they would not be stopped!

There are Angels up in Heaven now Rocco

. . watching over you!

And if I ever have a son, I but hope and pray
. . . that he could be but just like you
the fine one!

The kind who’s gold lies within his soul . . .
as shone, to everyone . . . all in your
most heroic hue!

For in the game of life, there is but only one
way to win that battle! Win, That fight
so true!

Of good versus evil, no less . .
day, that night . . .

When, Courage Comes To Crest!

————

RECOGNIZING BRANDEN
STACKENWAT

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker,
on October 30, 2009, | will be proud to host
two of my constituents, Branden Stackenwalt
and his father, Dave Stackenwalt, for a visit to
the U.S. Capitol.

Branden is proud to be a combat engineer
with the U.S. Army, serving with the 569th Mo-
bility Augmentation Company, 4th Engineer
Battalion. On September 21, 2009, the vehicle
Branden was traveling in ran over a roadside
bomb in southern Afghanistan. One member
of the vehicle’s four-man crew was killed and
the other three, including Branden, were criti-
cally injured. In the blast, Branden suffered se-
vere fractures to vertebrae in his back, both
legs, elbow and heels.

Thanks to his enduring spirit and coura-
geous determination—as well as the excellent
medical care he received from our Nation’s
Army doctors—Branden is vastly improved
today and on the road to recovery. He was
first flown to Germany, and then to the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center where he has re-
ceived care since September 27.

. that we

comes your
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Since the incident, Branden has undergone
multiple surgeries to repair his legs. Although
he still faces an arduous road to full recovery,
he has made significant progress, all the while
maintaining a positive attitude. | am quite cer-
tain that Branden’s personal strength of spirit,
along with the loving care of his family, has
been instrumental in the progress he has
made.

During his recovery, | have had the privilege
to get to know both Branden and his family.
His parents, Dave and Kim, are wonderful
people who love their son very much. Branden
also has a younger sister, Savannah, in South
Dakota who | know is eager to see him again
soon.

Branden is now able to get around well in
a wheelchair, and | have learned that he will
soon be transferred to the Minneapolis VA fa-
cility to continue his recovery. | am pleased
that he was able to visit us at the Capitol.

Madam Speaker, it is with great pride and
respect for one of South Dakota’s brave young
soldiers that | rise today in recognition of
Branden Stackenwalt and his service to our
country. | am so very proud to represent him,
his family, and all South Dakotans who serve
in our Nation’s Armed Forces. | thank Branden
and all those who serve for their courage and
fortitude in the face of danger.

——————

CHINESE HUMAN RIGHTS ATTOR-
NEYS TESTIFY BEFORE THE TOM
LANTOS HUMAN RIGHTS COM-
MISSION

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 29, 2009

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | would like to
draw the attention of my colleagues to the fol-
lowing testimonies of two Chinese human
rights lawyers who appeared at a hearing
today of the Tom Lantos Human Rights Com-
mission.

WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMITTED TO THE TOM
LANTOS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ON THE
RULE OF LAW IN CHINA BY MR. JIANG
TIANYONG

Dear members of U.S. Congress, ladies and
gentlemen:

How are you? My name is Jiang Tianyong
and I come from mainland China. I am an at-
torney and most of the cases I take on in-
volve religious belief, and are usually re-
ferred to as ‘‘sensitive cases.” I am also a
Christian and as such a person, I need to
worship God in gatherings with my brothers
and sisters in Christ. I am going to discuss
three things, and I hope I can give you an
idea of the actual status of the rule of law
and religious belief in China.

The first one is an event I would like to
share: On the afternoon of Mother’s Day of
May 13, 2007, I was praying and singing
hymns of God with my brothers and sisters
in Christ gathering. It was in a private large
room in Beijing. Suddenly, several dozen
people broke into the room. Only about a
dozen of them were wearing uniforms and
the rest were in plain clothes. One of them
forced us to stop our activities and to remain
still where we were. We were not allowed to
leave the place. The intruders claimed that
they were law enforcement officers from the
Beijing Municipal Bureau of Religious Ad-
ministration. They said that our gathering
was an illegal one and abolished it imme-
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diately! They sealed our donation box and
took videos and photos of many of us. They
also recorded the identification information
of every one of us. After that, they con-
ducted a long interrogation. It was after 1
AM that I left the site. Between that day and
July 2009, I had no place where I could meet
with my fellow Christians in a gathering.
This is my experience in China as a Chris-
tian.

The second event occurred on April 16,
2009. Attorney Li Fangping and I became the
defense counsels for the living Buddha from
Burongna Convent in Tibet that day. The
living Buddha is the abbot of Burongna Con-
vent and Ya-tseg Convent in the Tibetan Au-
tonomous Prefecture in Ganzi of Sichuan
province. He was charged with weapons pos-
session and functionary embezzlement. How-
ever, after a detailed investigation, we found
the living Buddha was actually charged for
some other reasons. After the March 14 Inci-
dent in 2008, people in the Tibetan prefecture
were organized by the government to engage
in a ‘““‘Campaign of Education in Patriotism.”’
Monks and nuns were forced to study in the
convents and were kept there for a long
time. What, then, was the content of their
education? They were commanded to criti-
cize the Dalai Lama and to call him a jackal
and to break away from him. Every one of
them was commanded to trample on the por-
trait of Dalai Lama and spit on the portrait
before he or she was allowed to pass the test.
Given such a situation, over 200 nuns from
Burongna and Ya-tseg Convents could no
longer endure this, and they finally broke
out of the convents on May 14, 2008 and went
to protest in the streets, demanding reli-
gious freedom. As the living Buddha was the
leader of these two convents, he was ar-
rested. His case was tried on April 21, 2009
and both of the attorneys and the living Bud-
dha denied the charges. There is still no re-
sult from the case, but we worry about the
fate of the living Buddha.

The third piece of evidence I would like to
share is that starting from 2008, I began to
defend Falun Gong practitioners in nearly 20
Falun Gong cases. I have found that the
crackdown on Falun Gong is indeed a serious
human rights disaster. My clients were ar-
rested simply because of the practice. They
were tried simply because they gave practice
books to others. Some of them were sen-
tenced to imprisonment just because they
distributed materials that expose the facts of
persecution. They often face torture and
there are special funds, special locations,
special people and special tools in torturing
Falun Gong practitioners. When Huang
Cheng from Jinzhou, Liaoning province was
tried in court, everybody could see the scars
on his body; Chen Xinye from Shenyang,
Liaoning province suffered a bone fracture in
the beatings; they poured mustard water
into the nostril of Li Zhigang from Harbin,
Heilongjiang province; Zhou Huimin from
Chengdu, Sichuan province was beaten to
death.

When it comes to Falun Gong cases, the
law is often trampled and it is hard to safe-
guard the defendant’s right to defense. Sun
Feng from Tangshan, Hebei province was de-
prived of his right to meet with his attorney;
Ge Hefei from Handan of Hebei province was
sentenced while his attorney was forbidden
to intervene. In Falun Gong cases, attorneys
are forbidden to defend their clients on the
proper application of law or the nature of the
incident. They are forbidden talk about the
Constitution or human rights. They are only
allowed to say whether the defendants did
something or did not do something.

I and other human rights attorneys in
China are suffering an increasing level of
harassment, suppression, and persecution [by
the government], because we serve as defense
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