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Benavidez secured the classified documents
and made his way back to the wreckage,
where he aided the wounded out of the over-
turned aircraft, and gathered the stunned
survivors into a defensive perimeter. Under
increasing enemy automatic weapons and
grenade fire, he moved around the perimeter
distributing water and ammunition to his
weary men, reinstilling in them a will to live
and fight. Facing a buildup of enemy opposi-
tion with a beleaguered team, Sergeant
Benavidez mustered his strength, began call-
ing in tactical air strikes and directed the
fire from supporting gunships to suppress the
enemy’s fire and so permit another extrac-
tion attempt. He was wounded again in his
thigh by small arms fire while administering
first aid to a wounded team member just be-
fore another extraction helicopter was able
to land. His indomitable spirit kept him
going as he began to ferry his comrades to
the craft. On his second trip with the wound-
ed, he was clubbed from additional wounds to
his head and arms before killing his adver-
sary. He then continued under devastating
fire to carry the wounded to the helicopter.
Upon reaching the aircraft, he spotted and
killed two enemy soldiers who were rushing
the craft from an angle that prevented the
aircraft door gunner from firing upon them.
With little strength remaining, he made one
last trip to the perimeter to ensure that all
classified material had been collected or de-
stroyed, and to bring in the remaining
wounded. Only then, in extremely serious
condition from numerous wounds and loss of
blood, did he allow himself to be pulled into
the extraction aircraft. Sergeant Benavidez’
gallant choice to join voluntarily his com-
rades who were in critical straits, to expose
himself constantly to withering enemy fire,
and his refusal to be stopped despite numer-
ous severe wounds, saved the lives of at least
eight men. His fearless personal leadership,
tenacious devotion to duty, and extremely
valorous actions in the face of overwhelming
odds were in keeping with the highest tradi-
tions of the military service, and reflect the
utmost credit on him and the United States
Army.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

REMEMBERING FALLEN HEROES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to honor 10
brave Americans who gave their lives
in Afghanistan on October 26. After
executing a flawless counternarcotics/
counterinsurgency operation in
Darreh-ye Bom Bazaar in Badghis
Province in western Afghanistan, Drug
Enforcement Administration Special
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Agents Forrest Leamon, Chad Michael
and Michael Weston were tragically
killed when their Chinook helicopter
crashed. Seven American soldiers were
also lost in the crash and 26 more were
injured.

Special Agents Weston, Leamon and
Michael were serving as part of DEA’s
Foreign-deployed Advisory and Sup-
port Team (FAST), working in con-
junction with the U.S. military, the Af-
ghan National Army and counter-
narcotics police of Afghanistan to take
down and dismantle major drug traf-
ficking organizations supporting al
Qaeda and the Taliban. The operation
took place in a major drug bazaar just
northeast of Herat City where known
insurgents and opium traffickers fre-
quently operate. Despite taking hostile
fire, the operation resulted in the sei-
zure of a very large amount of drugs,
weapons, IED materials and pressure
plates.

During the extraction of members
from the site, one Chinook helicopter
with 36 personnel aboard crashed, re-
sulting in the deaths of 10 personnel,
including the three DEA special
agents. Early reports indicate that sev-
eral of the survivors performed heroic
and selfless acts of bravery to rescue
their injured comrades from the
downed Chinook.

Early this morning, the remains of
these 10 brave men returned to Dover
Air Force Base. I want to thank Presi-
dent Obama, Attorney General Holder
and DEA Administrator Michele
Leonhart for their presence on the
tarmac as the caskets of our fallen he-
roes were carried off the plane by a
military honor guard at 3:30 this morn-
ing. I also want to thank special agent
in charge of Afghanistan and Pakistan,
Michael Marsac, for caring for them.

For the DEA, these are the first cas-
ualties suffered since FAST team oper-
ations began in 2005. For such a close-
knit organization, the loss of three
agents is devastating. The importance
of their mission in Afghanistan cannot
be understated. Just a week ago, the
U.N. issued a report showing that the
Taliban makes more money off the
drug trade than it did when they ruled
Afghanistan and effectively cornered
the market for opium. Today I think it
is important that the House take a mo-
ment to reflect on these three men who
made the ultimate sacrifice for their
country.

Special Agent Michael Weston grew
up in Pennsylvania and California,
earning degrees in computer science
and economics from Stanford Univer-
sity in 1994 and a juris doctor from
Harvard Law School in 1997. As a major
in the Marine Corps Reserve, he served
in Iraq, Norway and the Panama Canal
Zone. Agent Weston joined the DEA in
2003, serving in the Richmond, Vir-
ginia, district office until he volun-
teered to deploy to Kabul to serve the
DEA Kabul country office. The 37-year-
old Weston is survived by his wife Cyn-
thia Tidler, his mother Judy Zarit, his
father Steven Weston, and his brother
Thomas Weston.
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Special Agent Forrest Leamon grew
up in Ukiah, California. He served in
the United States Navy for 9 years as a
cryptologic technician, earning awards
for his service in Southwest Asia and
Bosnia. He joined DEA in 2002, serving
in the Washington and El Paso field di-
visions before volunteering to serve on
a FAST team in Afghanistan in 2007.
Agent Leamon first served multiple
FAST team tours in Afghanistan over
the last 2 years. He is survived by his
wife Ana Lopez Valdenea and their un-
born child, his parents Sue and Richard
Leamon, and his sister Heather.

Special Agent Chad Michael grew up
in Muncy and Hughesville, Pennsyl-
vania. He graduated from St. Leo Uni-
versity in Florida with a degree of
criminal justice. After 3 years with the
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office in
Tampa, Florida, he joined DEA in 2004.
Agent Michael served with distinction
in the Miami field division before vol-
unteering to serve with a FAST team
in Afghanistan in September. Agent
Michael was 30 years old and is sur-
vived by his mother Debra Hartz, his
stepfather Leo Hartz, his brother, Eric
Michael, and his fiancee Paola.

Madam Speaker, our thoughts go
with these families. We know we’ve
lost many military personnel, but this
is new and heavy casualties for the
DEA and their families who have all
given their lives in the service of the
United States, her allies and our objec-
tives in Afghanistan.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GOHMERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.
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(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WESTMORELAND addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HUNTER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. DEAL) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEAL of Georgia addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

HEALTH CARE—GET IT WHILE IT
LASTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DANIEL E.
LUNGREN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, we’ve all
watched late-night television and seen
the infomercials that seem too good to
be true. Well, that’s what we have here
on the House floor being presented to
us.
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Yes, we have a health care bill for
you that will solve every problem and
not cost a dime. And yes, there is only
one, so you’d better get it right away.
Don’t have time to examine it; don’t
have time to look it over; don’t have
time to turn it over. We don’t have
time for that because we have to solve
your problem right now.

And let me tell you, it won’t be 2,000
pages long. No, it’s only 1,990 pages
long. But wait, but wait. You’ll get
something in addition. You’ll get the
manager’s amendment, maybe 800
pages long, so that maybe we’ll have
something that we have to swallow
that’s nearly 3,000 pages long.

And let me tell you, it’s not going to
cost you $1 trillion. No, no, no. We've
brought it down below that, $999? No,
not $999. We’ve brought it down now to
$894 billion. But wait. But wait. There’s
add-ons. Maybe $250 billion. Maybe $350
billion for the doctors fix. But don’t
worry about that because that won’t
cost you anything right now. We’ll
charge you for that later. So remem-
ber, only $894 billion, not $1 trillion be-
cause we have a deal that you cannot
reject.

But just remember, Madam Speaker,
if this deal lasts longer than 4 hours,
you won’t be able to call your doctor.

———

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DREIER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. DREIER. Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

Let me say, I'm going to be joined by
a number of my colleagues this evening
to talk about an issue which often has
a tendency to leave people to have
their eyes glaze over. It’s the issue of
international trade. I know that we
have people who are focused on the
World Series. I regret the fact that my
two Los Angeles teams, the Angels and
the Dodgers, haven’t made it to the
World Series. We're all fascinated
watching the Phillies and the Yankees
play. We’ve got people focused on—as
my California colleague Mr. LUNGREN
just pointed out—the issue of health
care. We’ve got understandable concern
about the situation in Afghanistan,
and our colleague from Illinois just
spent time talking about the families
who had loved ones who paid the ulti-
mate price in Afghanistan.

We have a lot of very, very important
issues that we are addressing here, and
it’s important to note, as our distin-
guished Republican whip, Mr. CANTOR,
said in his colloquy with the majority
leader, Mr. HOYER, that what we hear
at home and what public opinion polls
and, most recently, the Gallup Poll
that came out the day before yesterday
have shown is that the number one pri-
ority right now, the greatest concern
of the American people happens to be
the pressing need to get our economy
back on track.
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The report came out earlier today
that the jobless numbers have, in fact,
not improved. We know that we have
an unemployment rate that is ap-
proaching 10 percent. In my State of
California, it’s 12.2 percent. As I said,
today’s report that the new jobless
claims did not decline by the extent
that had been thought. We did get posi-
tive news on the gross domestic prod-
uct growth over the last 3 months.
Annualized, it came at 3.5 percent. But
I've got to say—and I was talking to
one of my Democratic colleagues late
this afternoon who said, What evidence
do we have of this economic growth?
We all know, as we talk with our con-
stituents across this country, that we
have very, very serious problems when
it comes to job creation and economic
growth.

Now I began by saying that our goal
here this evening is to talk about
international trade, and the challenge
that we have, Madam Speaker, is to
underscore the direct correlation be-
tween job creation, economic growth
and international trade. Tragically,
over the past several years, we have
had people get it completely back-
wards. There are people who believe
that as we pursue international trade
agreements, that the natural step to
follow is job loss in the United States.
We constantly hear, Well, if we pass a
Free Trade Agreement, what is it
that’s going to happen? Oh, we’re going
to see our jobs going to Mexico or to
China or to any other country in the
world, but they’re going to flee the
United States of America when, in fact,
the opposite is the case. Why? Well, the
reason for that, Madam Speaker, is
that 95 percent of the world’s con-
sumers are outside of the U.S. border.
They’re not here in the United States.
The United States is a country that
has provided the world access to our
consumer market. Meaning, as we all
know, we can buy goods from China
that people see regularly at Wal-Mart,
Kmart, Home Depot, stores across the
country. So we allow, virtually tariff-
free, for goods to come into the United
States so that the American people can
enjoy a standard of living that is high-
er than it would be otherwise, and
that’s a good thing. It’s a good thing.

As I said, we want the standard of
living in the United States of America
to improve. One of the things that can
help us improve our standard of living
and create jobs based on every shred of
empirical evidence that we have is for
us to embark on more, not fewer, trade
agreements. Basically, market-opening
opportunities for U.S. workers so that
manufacturing workers, union mem-
bers and nonunion members will have
an opportunity to sell their finished
products in countries around the world.
It’s very important for us to embark on
those agreements because the exist-
ence of those agreements—and we have
a lot of evidence that we’re going to
talk about this evening that shows
that—the existence of those agree-
ments do, in fact, create jobs right here
in the United States of America.
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