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violence, pregnancy, and C-sections.
But this bill makes it illegal to deny
coverage due to any preexisting condi-
tion, including breast cancer.

Today fewer than half of America’s
women can get health insurance
through work because they stay at
home, work at small businesses, or
work part time. But through this bill,
every woman can buy coverage through
the exchange that will cover maternity
and preventative care.

This is why women in America need
this health care reform bill and why I
strongly support this legislation.

———————

THE MAJORITY’S TRILLION
DOLLAR HEALTH CARE PLAN

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, as the House prepares to ad-
dress the latest proposal by the major-
ity to have the government take over
our health care system, I want to say
that there are many things wrong with
this trillion dollar health care plan.

It’s bad for our economic health. It’s
a prescription for larger deficits, high-
er taxes, more job losses.

But worst of all is what it does to
women, families, seniors, and small
businesses. Women make two-thirds of
the health care decisions in our coun-
try. As mothers, wives, and daughters,
we work to protect the family members
around us. In fact, the vast majority of
America’s health care professionals are
women, 90 percent of the nurses; and
almost a third are doctors. If PELOSI’S
health care proposal becomes law,
women will no longer be able to make
those responsible decisions for their
families. Government bureaucrats will.

There’s no doubt that we need
changes in our health care system. But
let’s not take away power from moms
and turn it over to the government and
call that reform.

———

IN STRONG SUPPORT OF HEALTH
INSURANCE REFORM

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of health insur-
ance reform for many reasons but espe-
cially for how it helps the 50 million
Americans living in rural areas.

There are three main problems peo-
ple in rural America face when it
comes to the current health care sys-
tem: lack of choice of affordable health
insurance, lack of access to health care
providers, and certainly a lack of ac-
cess to quality health care and pre-
ventative care.

Our health insurance reform bill,
H.R. 3962, addresses all of these issues
and more for rural Americans.

Fifteen percent of people living in
rural areas live in poverty, and one in
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five uninsured Americans lives in rural
areas. This bill will extend coverage,
and the public option will give choice
to Americans living in rural areas.
This bill will make coverage afford-
able. It will invest in our health care
infrastructure by training thousands of
new doctors, nurses, and other health
care providers and will put them on the
ground where they’re needed, espe-
cially in our rural areas.

Finally, this bill gives all Americans
free access to preventative care and en-
courages and rewards high-quality
care. It is what we need in rural Amer-
ica and across the country.

———

REJECT THE PELOSI HEALTH
CARE PLAN AND START OVER
ON RESPONSIBLE HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for months
millions of concerned citizens voiced
their strong opposition to a govern-
ment takeover of health care. Yet last
week Speaker PELOSI unveiled her lat-
est plan for a government takeover of
health care.

The Pelosi health care plan does
nothing to control the rising costs of
health care. But struggling businesses
that can’t afford to provide health in-
surance coverage to their employees
face higher taxes.

According to an economic model de-
veloped by President Obama’s chief
economic adviser, an estimated 5.5 mil-
lion jobs could be lost as a result of the
taxes included in the Pelosi health care
plan.

At a time when several States are
struggling with double-digit unemploy-
ment, pushing policies that will raise
taxes and increase job losses is the
wrong direction to take our country.

It’s time for Congress to reject the
Pelosi health care plan and start over
on responsible health care reform.

————
THE HEALTH CARE BILL

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
Democrats are going to deliver on what
American families and businesses have
been asking for when it comes to their
health: one, meaningful, secure, and
stable insurance; two, improved Medi-
care for our seniors; and, three, vital
consumer protections.

For families with health insurance,
health reform will provide coverage
you can count on. All Americans will
have affordable options even if you
change your job or if your employer
does not even offer health insurance.
Under the revised health bill, families
will not have to worry about insurance
companies canceling their coverage be-
cause someone in their family gets sick
or is diagnosed with cancer or another
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illness. Health insurance companies
will no longer be able to bar you from
insurance just because you’ve had can-
cer that is in remission or you’re re-
covering from a heart ailment. We will
ensure that our mneighbors are not
forced to go bankrupt after a serious
illness strikes. What is insurance for
after all? It must be meaningful.

American families have been doing
everything right in paying their pre-
miums and copays even as those costs
have risen astronomically. Our health
care bill says that, in return, families
must have coverage that is meaningful,
stable, and secure.

————

WHAT WSJ HAS TO SAY ABOUT
THE PELOSI HEALTH BILL: “THE
WORST BILL EVER”

(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I lament
hearing that people who attend TEA
parties are somehow uninformed or
misinformed Americans. They’re hard-
working Americans who are informed
and have taken the time to become in-
formed, and they know what’s in this
bill.

But if you think that they have been
misled into thinking that this bill is an
extreme bill by those of us who are in
the Republican Party, listen to what
the Wall Street Journal says. Go to
wsj.com.

They call this ‘‘the worst bill ever.”
“Epic new spending and taxes, pricier
insurance, rationed care, dishonest ac-
counting: the Pelosi health bill has it
all.”

And it concludes by saying: ‘‘Critics
will say we are exaggerating, but we
believe it is no stretch to say that Mrs.
PELOSI’s handiwork ranks with the
Smoot-Hawley tariff as among the
worst bills Congress has ever seriously
contemplated.”

This is not TEA Party extremists;
this is the Wall Street Journal.

———

A NEW HEALTH CARE BILL

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, find-
ing a uniquely American solution to
ensuring that all Americans have ac-
cess to meaningful, affordable health
coverage has been an unfulfilled goal
for decades. Action now is both a moral
and economic imperative for our Na-
tion.

Health care legislation before the
House builds on the hard work done by
three health care committees over
many months and responds to feedback
from the American people. It builds on
America’s public-private system. And
it is paid for.

The legislation meets the goals of
health reform: enhanced protection for
those with health coverage; new, af-
fordable choices for individuals and
small businesses; strengthened Medi-
care for our seniors; improved delivery
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