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The House met at 8 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BLUMENAUER).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 3, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable EARL
BLUMENAUER to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 256 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes, but in no event
shall debate continue beyond 8:50 a.m.

——————

HEALTH CARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. As we Kknow,
health care is not a luxury; it is simply
a necessity. And here in the United
States we already have the best doc-
tors, the best hospitals, the best pa-
tient care in the world. What we do not
have is the best access to health care.
That access lies in being able to obtain
quality health care at a fair price.

All families deserve to know that
their health care needs will be met. We

need to promote changes that make
health care insurance easily accessible
and affordable for all Americans. And
we need to do this in a way that fixes
what is broken in the system without
destroying what works in the system.

What we need is real health care re-
form. Real health care reform means
that no one should be denied coverage
due to a preexisting health condition.
Real health care reform means cov-
erage should be portable and stay with
you through job changes or career
changes. Real health care reform
means that there should be no dis-
crimination based on age or gender.
Real health care reform means expand-
ing the health care options for all
Americans by forcing insurance compa-
nies to compete for all of our business.
Real health care reform means sup-
porting effective prevention, wellness,
and disease management programs.
And, most importantly, real health
care reform means all of these things
without destroying the current health
care system that over 80 percent of
Americans have said they are happy
with.

The Pelosi health care bill wants to
raise taxes on all individuals by 2.5 per-
cent if they do not purchase bureau-
crat-approved health insurance. The
Pelosi health care bill makes over $162
billion in cuts to Medicare Advantage
for seniors. The Pelosi health care bill
will eventually force Americans to pur-
chase their coverage through the Fed-
eral Government with no real competi-
tion. The Pelosi health care bill makes
no effort to control the skyrocketing
costs of health care or insurance pre-
miums. Instead, the Pelosi health care
bill finds convoluted ways to hide
health care costs in taxes on individ-
uals, businesses, and by making timely
and professional care a scarce resource.

As a mother and as a grandmother, 1
know that American families are wor-
ried. In the average household, it is us
women who are often tasked with

major and minor health care decisions.
We choose our family doctors and take
our kids and elderly parents to doctors’
appointments. We stay home to nurse
the sick children and our partners back
to health. And we have seen every
scrape, every cut, every blister that
our family members have ever had. We
know that families are in this together
and we bind and look after our fami-
lies.

Women know that if health care re-
form excludes even one member of our
family, then it is unworkable. And we
know the high cost of health care is
the most important issue facing our
Nation right now, because it is the
most important issue facing our fami-
lies.

Everyone deserves access to health
care insurance. Everyone deserves
health care treatment. And everyone
deserves both at an affordable price.

The Pelosi health care bill is not the
answer. We can, and indeed, we must,
do better.

———

THE TIME FOR HEALTH
INSURANCE REFORM IS NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
CHU). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I guess I
couldn’t disagree more with my friend
from Florida in referring to health care
legislation. She’s just described some-
thing I certainly don’t recognize.

I rise today because the time for
health care insurance reform has ar-
rived. Premiums are dramatically in-
creasing for working families in our
country. The overall costs of health
care are imperiling our Federal budg-
ets and the quality of care itself. Indi-
viduals with previous existing medical
conditions are being denied medical
coverage every day by health insurers
in this country.
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The newly introduced bill, H.R. 3962,
is a result of unprecedented participa-
tion by three House committees and
more than 160 hours dedicated to open
hearings, debates, and amendments.
The bill and committee amendments
have been available for review for more
than 3 months, including on our respec-
tive Web sites, including my own. I
have had more than 19,000 contacts
from citizens in my district, each pro-
viding important input. I held a num-
ber of town hall meetings, including
one televised nationally on C-SPAN,
and I listened to the residents of the
11th District of Virginia.

I heard from my constituents that
they’re worried about previous existing
medical conditions keeping them from
obtaining medical insurance for their
children. They’re worried about the
proposed changes to Medicare and what
they might mean to them. I heard that
the ever-growing cost of health insur-
ance premiums is forcing some to
choose between health care and finan-
cial ruin. They were insistent that the
cost of whatever health insurance re-
form is adopted not add to the Federal
deficit. And I heard that the potential
surtax would be harmful to many fami-
lies and small businesses, especially in
my district.

One of the consistent themes of
health insurance reform has been the
outlawing of the insurance company
practice of denying coverage and forc-
ing families into financial distress as
they try to afford treatment for things
like childhood cancer, hypertension,
asthma, diabetes, and many other con-
ditions. Currently, 45 percent of us who
are insured, who have health insur-
ance, have such previous existing con-
ditions. H.R. 3962 will ensure that no
one can be denied coverage because of
that previous existing condition.

The National Committee to Preserve
Social Security and Medicare, an orga-
nization dedicated to protecting the
well-being of American seniors, re-
cently expressed its support for this
legislation. The bill will close the
doughnut hole for Medicare part D,
which currently costs many seniors
thousands of dollars out of pocket each
year; it will permit Medicare to nego-
tiate lower prescription drug costs for
recipients; and it will eliminate re-
quired deductibles and copayments for
preventative screenings for our seniors.
The committee noted that H.R. 3962
protects Medicare Advantage recipi-
ents from out-of-pocket expenses.

One of the drivers of cost in the cur-
rent health insurance system is the
lack of interstate portability. Individ-
uals are not permitted to purchase out-
of-State insurance plans, thereby re-
stricting competition. This bill will
allow States to create regional health
care choice compacts that will provide
for greater choice among insurance
providers and lower costs due to in-
creased competition.

One of my primary concerns for
health insurance reform was that it
not add to the deficit. President Obama
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declared that he would not support
health care reform that added one dime
to the Federal debt. Over the next dec-
ade, the Congressional Budget Office
has stated that H.R. 3962 will actually
reduce the Federal deficit by $30 bil-
lion.

The originally proposed surtax to
fund reform troubled me, frankly, and
my constituents, and I worked tire-
lessly along with other freshmen to ad-
dress that issue. Although my district
has the highest median household in-
come in the country, we have many
two-income families, as both parents
often work in order to afford the high
cost of living in our district, child care
costs, and the ever-increasing health
insurance expenses. The surcharge as
proposed would have imposed an undue
burden on many small businesses—the
economic engine of our economy.

Earlier this summer, I was among a
group of freshman Members invited to
meet with President Obama, and we ex-
pressed our concern on the surcharge.
Subsequently, we joined with other
freshman Members in a letter to
Speaker PELOSI urging her to increase
the income threshold. I'm pleased to
say that that’s been done—to $500,000
for an individual and $1 million for a
family. That improved level will affect
less than three-tenths of 1 percent of
Americans and exempts the vast ma-
jority of small businesses.

Madam Speaker, we need health in-
surance reform that is affordable; that
maintains the freedom to choose one’s
doctor and insurance plan; that ends
insurance company cherry-picking; and
that helps small businesses afford
health insurance for their employees.
Americans cannot wait any longer. The
time for responsible health insurance
reform is now.

————

AMERICA DESERVES BETTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. One of the most
sad expressions that we heard in this
Congress was by JOHN BOEHNER, the
Republican minority leader, March 15,
2009. ““‘As I told my colleagues, we don’t
have enough votes to legislate. We are
not in the majority. They,” referring
to his Republican colleagues, ‘‘ought to
get the idea out of their minds that
they are legislators. But what they can
be is communicators.”

Madam Speaker, that is an unfortu-
nate misreading of the role of Members
of Congress. It is much too narrow and
limited, tragically so.

I spent 11 years in the minority in
this Congress, and at times I must con-
fess extraordinary frustration on some
of what I thought were decidedly
wrongheaded policies like the tragic
consequences we are seeing played out
on Wall Street and in Iraq today. But
in the course of those 11 years, I never
stopped looking for ways to work coop-
eratively to find a majority of people
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on both sides of the aisle to make pro-
ductive change for America.

Some of my proudest moments were
as a member of the minority when we
were able to take small, bipartisan
steps that made a huge impact. For ex-
ample, the passage of my Water for the
Poor Act, that was bipartisan legisla-
tion in both the House and the Senate
that now enshrines in Federal policy
an active effort to provide safe drink-
ing water and sanitation around the
world to save lives, while it improves
the role and image of Americans
abroad.

There has been described by some
commentators, including some of my
friends on the other side of the aisle, a
‘“‘take no prisoners’ approach. It’s dis-
turbing, as one who authored the end-
of-life provisions that were hijacked
and blatantly lied about to deal with
what they called death panels, to see
that ‘‘take no prisoner’ approach in
action. Well, we exploded that myth
and I'm pleased that we do have strong,
voluntary end-of-life provisions in the
bill to protect the wishes of American
families about how their families
would be dealt with.

But one of the myths is that this
“‘take no prisoners’’ attitude is just di-
rected towards the Democrats because
the consequence of a ‘‘take no pris-
oner” attitude might be, if they’re suc-
cessful, destroying our efforts at health
care reform, where we have come fur-
ther than any time in our history. In
that case, the prisoners will be the
American public that will be sentenced
to continuing a process where we have
millions uninsured and others who are
not protected by the insurance which
they are paying for.

Sadly, ‘‘take no prisoners’ has actu-
ally affected the minority itself, be-
cause this attitude of being dismissive
of a constructive role of legislation,
being dismissive of the truth, actually
has resulted in holding them hostage
to the lowest common denominator—
the TEA Party, tin-foil-hat people who
have a paranoid, limited view of what
America is and can be.

In the end, Madam Speaker, America
deserves better. I think it will get bet-
ter. But I sincerely hope that Repub-
licans choose to stop being commu-
nicators, especially misrepresenting
what we have brought before the Amer-
ican people, roll up their sleeves, and
work with us constructively to reform
America’s broken health care system
with costs out of control and coverage
too limited.

Madam Speaker, together, we can
make progress. Together, we can legis-
late and work on things where there is
a common vision and a common goal.
Together, we can make our govern-
ment work better and our communities
more livable and our families safer,
healthier, and more economically se-
cure.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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declares the House in recess until 9
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 15 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 9 a.m. today.

——

[ 0900
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WELCH) at 9 a.m.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord, You show mercy to all, and
You despise nothing You have created.
Since You know us through and
through, You forgive the sins of Your
people, because You alone can draw
goodness out of anyone or anything, at
any time.

You provide Your people with time so
that they may change their course of
action and return to You with all their
hearts, for You alone are the Lord. You
alone are ever faithful, Almighty God,
both now and forever.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

After consultation among the Speak-
er and the majority and minority lead-
ers, and with their consent, the Chair
announces that, when the two Houses
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by Her Excellency Dr. Angela
Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Re-
public of Germany, only the doors im-
mediately opposite the Speaker and
those immediately to her left and right
will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, October 29, 2009, the House stands
in recess subject to the call of the
Chair.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

During the recess, beginning at 10:23
a.m., the following proceedings were
had:

———————

JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HER EXCELLENCY DR.
ANGELA MERKEL, CHANCELLOR
OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
GERMANY

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Majority Floor Services Chief,
Mr. Barry Sullivan, announced the
Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort Her Excel-
lency Dr. Angela Merkel, Chancellor of
the Federal Republic of Germany, into
the Chamber:

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN);

The gentleman from Connecticut
(Mr. LARSON);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
BECERRA);

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN);

The gentlewoman from New York
(Ms. SLAUGHTER);

The gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. DELAHUNT);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.

CARNAHAN);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
MCMAHON);

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BOEHNER);

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CANTOR);

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
PENCE);

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
MCCOTTER);

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER);

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. WILSON); and
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The gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort Her
Excellency Dr. Angela Merkel, Chan-
cellor of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, into the House Chamber:

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN);

The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY);

The Senator
MERKLEY);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL);

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr. AL-

from Oregon (Mr.

EXANDER);

The Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI);

The Senator from Texas (Mr.

CORNYN); and

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
THUNE).

The Majority Floor Services Chief
announced the Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye,
Ambassador from the Republic of
Djibouti.

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved
for him.

The Majority Floor Services Chief
announced the Cabinet of the President
of the United States.

The Members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 10 o’clock and 43 minutes a.m.,
the Majority Floor Services Chief an-
nounced Her Excellency Dr. Angela
Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Re-
public of Germany.

The Chancellor of the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany, escorted by the com-
mittee of Senators and Representa-
tives, entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and stood at the
Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you Her
Excellency Dr. Angela Merkel, Chan-
cellor of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

(The following address was delivered
in German, with a simultaneous trans-
lation in English.)

Chancellor MERKEL. Madam Speak-
er, Mr. Vice President, distinguished
Members of Congress:

Thank you for the great honor and
privilege to address you today, shortly
before the 20th anniversary of the fall
of the Berlin Wall. I am the second
German Chancellor on whom this great
honor is bestowed. Konrad Adenauer
was the first when, in 1957, he ad-
dressed both Houses of Congress, albeit
one after the other.
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Our lives could not have been more
different. In 1957, I was a small child of
3 years. I lived in Brandenburg to-
gether with my parents, a region that
at the time belonged to the German
Democratic Republic, the part of Ger-
many that was not free. My father
worked as a Protestant pastor. My
mother, who had studied English and
Latin to become a teacher, was not al-
lowed to work in her chosen profession
in the GDR. In 1957, Konrad Adenauer
was already 81 years old. He had wit-
nessed the German Empire, the first
World War, the Weimar Republic and
the Second World War. The National
Socialists ousted him from his office as
Lord Mayor of the city of Cologne.
After the war, he was one of the men
and women who built the free and
democratic Federal Republic of Ger-
many. There is nothing more symbolic
of this Federal Republic of Germany
than its constitution, the basic law,
the grundgesetz. It was adopted exactly
60 years ago.

Article 1 of the basic law reads as fol-
lows, ‘“The dignity of man is invio-
lable.”” This short and simple sen-
tence—‘‘the dignity of man is invio-
lable’’—was the response to the catas-
trophe of the Second World War, to the
murder of 6 million Jews in the Holo-
caust, to the hatred, destruction and
annihilation that Germany brought
over Germany and the rest of the
world.

In only a few days will mark the 9th
of November. On the 9th of November,
1989, the Berlin Wall fell. The 9th of
November, 1938, however, also left an
indelible mark on German and Euro-
pean history. On this day, the National
Socialists pillaged and destroyed syna-
gogues, set fire to them and killed in-
numerable people. It was the beginning
of what later turned into the break
with civilization that was the Shoah. I
cannot stand before you today without
remembering the victims of that very
day and of the Shoah.

There is one guest in the audience
today who personally experienced the
horrors of Germany under National So-
cialism and whom I got to know per-
sonally some time ago—Professor Fritz
Stern. He was born in Breslau in 1926—
then a German city, today a Polish
city—and in 1938, he was able to flee
with his family from the Nazis at the
very last minute. In his autobiography,
published in 2006 under the title ‘‘Five
Germanys I Have Known” Fritz Stern
recounts the moment he arrived in New
York Harbor in 1938, reaching a haven
of freedom and security.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is wonderful
that history willed that Fritz Stern,
then a 12-year-old boy driven out of his
native Germany, and myself, originally
born in the GDR, now Chancellor of to-
day’s reunited Germany, meet here
today before this august assembly
under the same roof. This fills me with
great pride and great gratitude.

In my wildest dreams, I would not
have thought this possible 20 years ago,
before the fall of the wall, for at the
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time it was beyond my imagination to
ever even travel to the United States,
let alone stand here before you one
day. The land of unlimited opportunity
was, for me for a long time, impossible
to reach. The wall, barbed wire and the
order to shoot at those who tried to
leave limited my access to the free
world. Therefore, I had to rely on films
and books, some of which were smug-
gled by relatives from the West to gain
an impression of the United States.
What did I see, and what did I read?
What was it I was passionate about? I
was passionate about the American
Dream, the possibility for each and ev-
eryone to be successful, to actually
make it in life through one’s own per-
sonal effort. And like many other teen-
agers, I was passionate about jeans of a
particular brand that you could not get
in the GDR, which my aunt kindly sent
me regularly from the West. I was pas-
sionate about the vast American land-
scapes that seemed to breathe the very
spirit of freedom and independence.
And immediately in 1990, my husband
and I flew to America for the first
time, to California. We shall never for-
get our first glimpse of the Pacific
Ocean. It was simply gorgeous. And
this, even though for me, America
seemed completely out of reach until
1989.

Then on the 9th of November, 1989,
the Berlin Wall fell, and this border,
which had divided a nation for decades,
keeping people in two different worlds,
was now open. This is why, for me,
today is, first and foremost, a time to
say thank you. I thank all those Amer-
ican and Allied pilots who heard and
heeded the desperate appeal of then-
mayor of Berlin, Ernst Reuter, in 1948
who said, ‘‘You, the nations of this
world, cast your eyes towards the
city.” For months, these pilots flew to
Berlin for the airlift, saving the citi-
zens from starvation. Many of these
soldiers risked their lives; dozens lost
their lives. We shall remember and
honor them forever.

I thank the 16 million Americans sta-
tioned in Germany throughout the last
decades, without whose support as sol-
diers, diplomats and generally as
facilitators, overcoming the division of
Europe would simply not have been
possible. Also, we would be more than
pleased, not only today but also in the
future, to have American soldiers in
Germany. You are ambassadors of your
country to Germany, just as many
Americans with German roots continue
to be ambassadors of my country over
here in the United States of America.

I think of John F. Kennedy who won
the hearts of the Berliners when, dur-
ing his visit in 1961 after the wall had
been built, he reached out to the des-
perate citizens of Berlin by saying,
“Ich bin ein Berliner.” I think of Ron-
ald Reagan who, far earlier than most,
clearly saw the sign of the times and,
standing in front of the Brandenburg
Gate already in 1987, called out, ‘‘Mr.
Gorbachev, open this gate. Mr. Gorba-
chev, tear down this wall.” This appeal
shall remain forever in my heart.
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I thank George Herbert Walker Bush
for the trust he placed in Germany and
then Chancellor Helmut Kohl, offering
something of immeasurable value to us
Germans already in May 1989: ‘‘Part-
nership in leadership.”” What a gen-
erous offer, 40 years after the end of
the Second World War. It was actually
only last Saturday that we met again
in Berlin, incidentally together with
Mikhail Gorbachev. And to him, too,
we owe a debt of gratitude.

Ladies and gentlemen, to put it in
just one sentence, I know—we Germans
know how much we owe to you, our
American friends, and we shall never—
I, personally—shall never, ever forget
this.

The common quest for freedom re-
leased incredible forces all over Eu-
rope: the trade union Solidarnosc in
Poland, the reformers around Vaclav
Havel in Cgzechoslovakia, the first
opening of the Iron Curtain in Hun-
gary, and the demonstrations in the
GDR every Monday. Where there used
to be a dark wall, a door suddenly
opened, and we all walked through it
out into the streets, into the churches,
across borders. Each and everyone was
suddenly given a chance to build some-
thing new, to help shape things, to dare
a new beginning.

I, too, saw a new beginning. I left my
work as a physicist in the Academy of
Science in East Berlin behind me and
went into politics because I was finally
able to do something to make a dif-
ference because I had gained the im-
pression, Now things can be changed.
Now you can do something. Ladies and
gentlemen, 20 years have gone by since
we were given this incredible gift of
freedom, but still, nothing keeps me
more involved, nothing spurs me on as
much, nothing fills me with stronger
positive feelings than the force of free-
dom.

Whoever has been so positively sur-
prised in his or her lifetime holds many
things to be possible. Or, to borrow the
words of Bill Clinton when he was in
Berlin in 1994, ‘“Nothing will stop us.
All things are possible.” Yes, every-
thing is possible. It is possible for a
woman like myself to be here today. It
is possible for a man like Arnold Vaatz,
a dissident in Dresden during GDR
times who spent time in prison because
of this, to be here present today, a
Member of the German Bundestag, the
German Parliament and a member of
my delegation. Yes, everything is pos-
sible. Also in our century, the 21st cen-
tury, the age of globalization.

Back home in Germany, just as here
in America, many people are afraid of
globalization. We don’t simply pass
over this fact and these fears. We do
see the difficulties. And yet it is up to
us to convince people that
globalization is the great global oppor-
tunity for each and every continent,
for it forces all of us to work together
with others. The alternative to
globalization would mean shutting our-
selves off against others. But instead of
being a viable alternative, this would
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only lead into isolation and misery.
Thinking in terms of alliances, think-
ing in terms of partnerships, however,
this will take us into a good future.

Ladies and gentlemen, America and
Europe have certainly had their share
of disagreements. Some may some-
times consider the other to be too hesi-
tant or too fearful or, from the oppo-
site perspective, too headstrong and
too pushy. And yet I am deeply con-
vinced that Europe will not find a bet-
ter partner than America, nor will
America find a better partner than Eu-
rope. For what brings Europeans and
Americans together and keeps them to-
gether is not only a common history,
what brings Europeans and Americans
together and keeps them there are not
only shared interests but common
global challenges which exist among
all regions of the world. This alone
would not be sufficient to forge this
very special partnership between Eu-
rope and America and to make it last.
There is more to it. What brings Euro-
peans and Americans together and
keeps them close is a common basis of
shared values. It is a common idea of
the individual, and its inalienable dig-
nity. It is a common understanding of
freedom and responsibility. This is
what we stand up for in this unique
trans-Atlantic partnership and in this
community of shared values that is
NATO.

Thus, partnership and leadership is
filled with life, ladies and gentlemen.
It was this basis of values that ended
the Cold War, and it is this basis of val-
ues which enables us now to stand the
test of our times, and we need to stand
this test of our time. Germany is
united. Europe is united. That is some-
thing that we’ve been able to do.

Now today’s generation needs to
prove that it is able to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century and that, in
a sense, we are able to tear down walls
of today. What does this mean? Well, it
means create freedom and security. It
means create prosperity and justice,
and it means protecting our planet.
And here again, America and Europe
are called upon in a very special way to
do that, even after the end of the Cold
War. Therefore, what is important is to
see to it that we tear down walls in the
minds of people, walls that separate
different concepts of life that make it
difficult time and again for us to un-
derstand each other all over the world.
This is why the ability to show toler-
ance towards others is so important.

For us, our way of life is the best pos-
sible way, but others do not necessarily
feel that way or think that way. There
are different solutions to create a
peaceful coexistence and tolerance; and
showing tolerance means showing re-
spect for the history, the tradition, the
religion and the cultural identity of
others. But let there be no misunder-
standing; tolerance does not mean any-
thing goes. There must be zero toler-
ance towards all those who show no re-
spect for the inalienable rights of the
individual and who violate human
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rights, and zero tolerance needs to be
shown when there is a risk of weapons
of mass destruction falling, for exam-
ple, into the hands of Iran and threat-
ening our security.

Iran needs to be aware of this. Iran
knows our offer, but Iran also knows
where we draw a line. A nuclear bomb
in the hands of an Iranian president
who denies the Holocaust, threatens
Israel and denies Israel the right to
exist is not acceptable. The security of
the State of Israel is for me nonnego-
tiable, now and forever. Incidentally,
not only Israel is threatened but the
whole of the free world. Whoever
threatens Israel also threatens us. This
is where the free world meets this
threat head-on; if necessary, through
tough economic sanctions. And this is
why we, in Germany, will do every-
thing we can in order to lend our sup-
port to the Middle East peace process,
with the aim of establishing a two-
state solution, a Jewish State of Israel
and a Palestinian state living peace-
fully side by side.

We also stand up against the threat
of international terrorism. We are
aware of the fact that no country, no
matter how strong, can do this alone.
We all need partners. We are only
strong if we are joined by others in a
community of partners. Since we share
then-President George W. Bush’s views
after the attacks of 9/11 that we had to
prevent Afghanistan from ever har-
boring such a threat to the world
again, Germany has been present there
on the ground since 2002, with the
third-largest troop contingent. We
want to make the concept of an inte-
grated or networked security success-
ful. This means that civil and military
commitment are inextricably linked.

The international community’s mis-
sion in Afghanistan is, without any
doubt, a tough one. It demands a lot
from all of us, and it now needs to be
transferred to the next phase as soon
as the new Afghan Government is in of-
fice. Our objective must be a strategy
for transfer of responsibility which we
intend to develop together during a
joint U.N. conference at the beginning
of next year. We will be successful if
we, as we have done up to now, con-
tinue to travel this road together every
step of the way. Germany stands ready
to shoulder its responsibility.

There is no doubt that NATO is and
remains the crucial cornerstone of our
common security. The security concept
is continuously further developed and
adapted to meet the challenges of the
day, but its foundation and its clear
compass for peace and freedom remain
unchanged. We Europeans, I am con-
vinced, may contribute even more in
the future, for we Europeans are cur-
rently working on giving a new con-
tractual basis to our European Union.
The last signature has just been put on
this document. This will make the Eu-
ropean Union stronger and more capa-
ble of action, thereby turning it into a
strong and reliable partner for the
United States. We can build stable
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partnerships on this sound basis, first
and foremost, with Russia, China and
India. For, ladies and gentlemen, the
world we live in today is both freer and
more integrated than ever before.

The fall of the Berlin Wall, the tech-
nological revolution and information
and communication technology, and
the rise of China, India, and other
countries to become dynamic econo-
mies, all of this has changed the world
of the 21st century into something
completely different from what we
knew in the 20th century. This is a
good thing, for freedom is the very es-
sence of our economy and our society.
Man can only be creative when he’s
free, but what is also clear is that free-
dom does not stand alone. It is the
freedom in responsibility and freedom
to show and shoulder responsibility.
For this, the world needs an underlying
order. The near collapse of the inter-
national financial markets has shown
what happens when there is none, when
there is no underpinning order. If there
is one lesson the world has learned
from the financial crisis of last year, it
is that a globalized economy needs a
global order and a global framework of
rules. Without global rules on trans-
parency and supervision, we will not
gain more freedom but rather risk the
abuse of freedom and, thus, risk insta-
bility.

In a way, this is a second wall that
needs to fall, a wall standing in the
way of a truly global economic order, a
wall made up of regional and exclu-
sively national thinking. The G-20 is
key to this cooperation among the
most important industrialized coun-
tries and emerging economies. Here,
too, cooperation between the Ameri-
cans and the Europeans is a crucial
cornerstone. It is not an exclusive but
an inclusive cooperation. The G-20
have shown that they are capable of ac-
tion, and we need to resist the pressure
of those who almost led the nations of
this planet to the abyss. The long and
short of it is that international eco-
nomic policy needs to be more sustain-
able because this crisis was also the re-
sult of a way of thinking that was too
short term. As a consequence, millions
of people all over the world may lose
their jobs and are threatened by pov-
erty and hunger.

To achieve prosperity and justice, we
have to do everything to prevent such
a crisis in the future. This also means
not giving in to the temptation of pro-
tectionism. This is why the Doha nego-
tiations and the framework of WTO are
so important. The success of the Doha
Round would send a very important
message of openness for global trade,
particularly in the current crisis. And
just as much, the Transatlantic Eco-
nomic Council can fulfill an important
task in preventing the race for sub-
sidies and giving incentives to reduce
barriers to trade between Europe and
America. Please, do let us jointly work
for a global economic order that is in
the interest of both America and Eu-
rope.
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Ladies and gentlemen, global chal-
lenges can only be met by comprehen-
sive international cooperation. This is
also true for the third great task we
need to stand up to in the 21st century,
the wall that seemingly separates the
present from the future. This wall bars
from view the needs of future genera-
tions. It prevents us from doing what is
urgently necessary to preserve the
basis of our very life and our climate.
We can already see now where this
wasteful attitude towards our future
leads: icebergs are melting in the Arc-
tic; in Africa, people become refugees
because their environment has been de-
stroyed; the global sea level is rising.

I am delighted to note that President
Obama and you, in your daily work,
consider the protection of our climate
to be a very important task. We all
know that we have no time to lose. We
need an agreement at the climate con-
ference in Copenhagen in December.
We need an agreement on one objec-
tive: global warming must not exceed 2
degrees Celsius. To achieve this, we
need the readiness of all countries to
exact internationally binding obliga-
tions. We cannot afford missing the ob-
jectives in climate protection that
science tells us have to be met. This
would not only be irresponsible from
an environmental point of view, it
would also be technologically short-
sighted, for the development of new
technologies in the field of energy of-
fers great opportunities for growth and
innovative jobs.

No doubt about it, in December the
world will look to us, to the Europeans
and to the Americans. And it is true,
there can be no agreement without
China and India. But I am convinced
once we, in Europe and America, show
ourselves ready to adopt binding agree-
ments, that we will also be able to per-
suade China and India to join in. Then
in Copenhagen, we shall be able to
overcome this wall separating the
present and the future in the interest
of our children and grandchildren and
in the interest of sustainable develop-
ment all over the world.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am con-
vinced that just as we found the
strength in the 20th century to bring
about the fall of the wall made of con-
crete and barbed wire, we shall now
show that necessary strength to over-
come the walls of the 21st century,
walls in our minds, walls of short-
sighted self-interest, walls between the
present and the future.

Ladies and gentlemen, my confidence
is nurtured and comes from a very im-
portant source, a very special sound,
the sound of the Liberty Bell in
Schoneberg Town Hall in Berlin. Since
1950, the bell, cast after the original
American Liberty Bell, hangs there in
the belfry. A gift from American citi-
zens, it is a symbol of the promise of
freedom, a promise that has been ful-
filled. On the 3rd of October, 1990, the
Liberty Bell rang again, signaling the
unification of Germany, the greatest
moment of joy for the German people.
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On the 13th of September, 2001, it tolled
out again, 2 days after 9/11, the greatest
day of mourning for the American peo-
ple.

(Spoken in English:)

The freedom bell in Berlin is, like the
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, a symbol
which reminds us that freedom does
not come about by itself. It must be
struggled for and then defended anew
every day of our lives. In this endeavor,
Germany and Europe will also in the
future remain strong and dependable
partners for America. That, I promise
you. Thank you very much.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 11 o’clock and 20 minutes a.m.,
Her Excellency Dr. Angela Merkel,
Chancellor of the Federal Republic of
Germany, accompanied by the com-
mittee of escort, retired from the Hall
of the House of Representatives.

The Majority Floor Services Chief es-
corted the invited guests from the
Chamber in the following order:

The Members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps.

————

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 23
minutes a.m.), the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PASTOR of Arizona) at
noon.

———

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING RECESS

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the proceedings held
during the recess be printed in the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:
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H.R. 3949, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 398, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 866, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

——
VETERANS’ SMALL BUSINESS AS-
SISTANCE AND SERVICEMEM-

BERS PROTECTION ACT OF 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 3949, as amended, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 3949, as amend-
ed.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 382, nays 2,
not voting 48, as follows:

[Roll No. 835]

YEAS—382

Aderholt Carter Franks (AZ)
Adler (NJ) Cassidy Frelinghuysen
Akin Castle Fudge
Alexander Castor (FL) Gallegly
Altmire Chaffetz Garrett (NJ)
Arcuri Chandler Giffords
Austria Childers Gingrey (GA)
Baca Chu Gohmert
Bachmann Clarke Gonzalez
Bachus Cleaver Goodlatte
Baird Clyburn Graves
Baldwin Coble Grayson
Barrow Coffman (CO) Green, Al
Bartlett Cohen Green, Gene
Barton (TX) Conaway Griffith
Bean Connolly (VA) Grijalva
Becerra Cooper Guthrie
Berkley Costa Hall (TX)
Berman Costello Halvorson
Berry Courtney Hare
Biggert Crowley Harman
Bilbray Cuellar Harper
Bilirakis Culberson Hastings (FL)
Bishop (GA) Cummings Hastings (WA)
Bishop (NY) Dahlkemper Heinrich
Bishop (UT) Davis (CA) Heller
Blackburn Davis (IL) Hensarling
Blumenauer Davis (KY) Herger
Blunt DeFazio Herseth Sandlin
Boccieri DeGette Higgins
Boehner Delahunt Hill
Bonner DeLauro Himes
Bono Mack Dent Hinojosa
Boozman Diaz-Balart, L. Hirono
Boren Diaz-Balart, M. Hodes
Boswell Dicks Holden
Boucher Dingell Honda
Boustany Doggett Hoyer
Boyd Donnelly (IN) Hunter
Brady (TX) Doyle Inglis
Braley (IA) Dreier Inslee
Bright Driehaus Israel
Broun (GA) Duncan Issa
Brown (SC) Edwards (MD) Jackson (IL)
Brown-Waite, Edwards (TX) Jackson-Lee

Ginny Ehlers (TX)
Buchanan Ellison Jenkins
Burgess Ellsworth Johnson (GA)
Burton (IN) Emerson Johnson, E. B.
Butterfield Engel Johnson, Sam
Buyer Eshoo Jones
Calvert Etheridge Jordan (OH)
Camp Fallin Kagen
Campbell Farr Kanjorski
Cantor Filner Kaptur
Cao Fleming Kennedy
Capito Forbes Kildee
Capps Fortenberry Kilpatrick (MI)
Cardoza Foster Kilroy
Carnahan Foxx Kind
Carson (IN) Frank (MA) King (IA)
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King (NY)
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick

Flake

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Barrett (SC)
Brady (PA)
Brown, Corrine
Capuano
Carney

Clay

Cole
Conyers
Crenshaw
Davis (AL)
Davis (TN)
Deal (GA)
Fattah
Gerlach

Messrs. BROUN of Georgia, SNYDER
and MURPHY of New York changed
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Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nye
Oberstar
Obey

Olson

Olver

Ortiz

Pastor (AZ)
Paulsen
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts

Platts

Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey

Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Radanovich
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush

Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt

NAYS—2
Paul
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Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Stark
Stearns
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Westmoreland
Wexler
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (AK)

NOT VOTING—48

Gordon (TN)
Granger
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hinchey
Hoekstra
Holt
Johnson (IL)
Kingston
Lipinski
Maloney
McCaul
Meeks (NY)
Moran (KS)
Murphy, Patrick
Nunes
Pallone
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Pascrell
Payne
Price (GA)
Rahall
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sires
Speier
Spratt
Stupak
Towns
Velazquez
Wamp
Young (FL)

their vote from ‘‘nay”’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the

bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | was
unavoidably detained on Tuesday, November
3, and consequently missed rollcall vote No.
835 on H.R. 3949, the Veterans’ Small Busi-
ness Assistance and Servicemembers Protec-
tion Act of 2009. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on H.R. 3949.

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present for the vote to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 3949 as amended | would have
voted “yea.”

RECOGNIZING 60TH ANNIVERSARY
OF BERLIN AIRLIFT’S SUCCESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 398, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 398.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 367, nays 0,
not voting 65, as follows:

[Roll No. 836]

YEAS—367

Aderholt Campbell Edwards (MD)
Adler (NJ) Cao Edwards (TX)
Akin Capito Ehlers
Alexander Capps Ellison
Altmire Cardoza Ellsworth
Arcuri Carnahan Emerson
Austria Carson (IN) Engel
Baca Cassidy Eshoo
Bachmann Castle Etheridge
Bachus Castor (FL) Fallin
Baird Chaffetz Fattah
Baldwin Chandler Filner
Barrow Childers Flake
Bartlett Chu Fleming
Bean Clarke Forbes
Becerra Clay Fortenberry
Berkley Cleaver Foster
Berman Clyburn Foxx
Berry Coble Frelinghuysen
Biggert Coffman (CO) Fudge
Bilbray Cohen Gallegly
Bilirakis Conaway Garrett (NJ)
Bishop (GA) Connolly (VA) Giffords
Bishop (NY) Cooper Gingrey (GA)
Bishop (UT) Costa Gohmert
Blackburn Costello Gonzalez
Blumenauer Courtney Graves
Boccieri Crowley Grayson
Bonner Cuellar Green, Al
Bono Mack Culberson Green, Gene
Boozman Cummings Griffith
Boren Dahlkemper Grijalva
Boswell Davis (CA) Guthrie
Boucher Davis (IL) Hall (TX)
Boustany Davis (KY) Halvorson
Boyd DeFazio Hare
Brady (TX) DeGette Harman
Braley (IA) Delahunt Harper
Bright DeLauro Hastings (FL)
Broun (GA) Dent Hastings (WA)
Brown (SC) Diaz-Balart, L. Heinrich
Brown-Waite, Diaz-Balart, M. Heller

Ginny Dicks Hensarling
Buchanan Dingell Herger
Burgess Doggett Herseth Sandlin
Burton (IN) Donnelly (IN) Higgins
Butterfield Doyle Hill
Buyer Driehaus Himes
Calvert Duncan Hinojosa

Hirono
Hodes
Holden
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (NY)
McClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Barrett (SC)
Barton (TX)
Blunt
Boehner
Brady (PA)
Brown, Corrine
Camp
Cantor
Capuano
Carney
Carter

Cole
Conyers
Crenshaw
Davis (AL)
Davis (TN)
Deal (GA)
Dreier

McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Tim
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nye
Oberstar
Olson

Olver

Ortiz

Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts

Platts

Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey

Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Radanovich
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush

Ryan (WI)
Salazar

Farr

Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Gerlach
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hinchey
Hoekstra
Holt

Israel
Johnson (IL)
Kingston
Kline (MN)
Lipinski
Maloney
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
McCotter
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Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Speier
Stark
Stearns
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Westmoreland
Wexler
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (AK)

NOT VOTING—65

McMorris
Rodgers

Meeks (NY)

Murphy, Patrick

Murtha

Nunes

Obey

Pallone

Pascrell

Payne

Pence

Price (GA)

Rahall

Ryan (OH)

Sanchez, Linda
T.

Schauer

Sessions

Sires
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Spratt
Stupak

Towns
Velazquez

Wamp

Young (FL)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 836, | was unavoidably detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea.”

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, on
rollcall No. 836, had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
836, | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

Mr. DREIER, Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
836, | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on H. Res.
398, Recognizing the 60th Anniversary of Ber-
lin Airlift's Success.

———

NATIONAL VETERANS HISTORY
PROJECT WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 866, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 866.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 389, nays 0,
not voting 43, as follows:

[Roll No. 837]

YEAS—389
Aderholt Boozman Chaffetz
Adler (NJ) Boren Chandler
Akin Boswell Childers
Alexander Boucher Chu
Altmire Boustany Clarke
Arcuri Boyd Clay
Baca Brady (TX) Cleaver
Bachmann Braley (IA) Clyburn
Bachus Bright Coble
Baird Broun (GA) Coffman (CO)
Baldwin Brown (SC) Cohen
Barrow Brown-Waite, Conaway
Bartlett Ginny Connolly (VA)
Barton (TX) Buchanan Cooper
Bean Burgess Costa
Becerra Burton (IN) Costello
Berkley Butterfield Courtney
Berman Buyer Crowley
Berry Calvert Cuellar
Biggert Camp Culberson
Bilbray Campbell Cummings
Bilirakis Cantor Dahlkemper
Bishop (GA) Cao Davis (CA)
Bishop (NY) Capito Dayvis (IL)
Bishop (UT) Capps Davis (KY)
Blackburn Cardoza DeFazio
Blumenauer Carnahan DeGette
Blunt Carson (IN) Delahunt
Boccieri Carter DeLauro
Boehner Cassidy Dent
Bonner Castle Diaz-Balart, L.
Bono Mack Castor (FL) Diaz-Balart, M.

Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle
Dreier
Driehaus
Duncan
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ehlers
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Fallin
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Holden
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich

Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
MclIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (NC)
Putnam
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Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Speier
Stark
Stearns
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Westmoreland
Wexler
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
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Wolf Wu Young (AK)
Woolsey Yarmuth Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—43
Abercrombie Gerlach Nunes
Ackerman Gordon (TN) Pallone
Andrews Granger Pascrell
Austria Gutierrez Payne
Barrett (SC) Hall (NY) Price (GA)
Brady (PA) Hinchey Ryan (OH)
Brown, Corrine Hoekstra Sanchez, Linda
Capuano Holt T,
Carney Johnson (IL) Sires
Cole Kingston Spratt
Conyers Lipinski
Crenshaw Maloney Stupak
Davis (AL) McCaul Towns
Davis (TN) Meeks (NY) Velazquez
Deal (GA) Murphy, Patrick Wamp

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, today, November
3, 2009, | missed a series of three votes. |
missed rollcall votes Nos. 835, 836, and 837.

| request that the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
reflect that had | been present and voting, |
would have voted as follows:

Rollcall vote No. 835: “yea” (On agreeing to
H.R. 3949).

Rollcall vote No. 836: “yea” (On agreeing to
H. Res. 398).

Rollcall vote No. 837: “yea” (On agreeing to
H. Res. 866).

——
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, No-
vember 2 and Tuesday, November 3, | was
unable to cast my vote on six suspension bills
due to a need to cast my vote in the election
in Pennsylvania.

Had | been present, | would like the RECORD
to reflect that | would have voted:

“Yea” on rollcall vote 832, “yea” on rollcall
vote 833, “yea” on rolicall vote 834, “yea” on
rollcall vote 835, “yea” on rollcall vote 836,
“yea” on rollcall vote 837.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3691

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to have my name
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 3691.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

———
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of na-
tional health care reform. The 29th
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District in Texas, which I represent,
has one of the highest numbers of unin-
sured individuals in our country, where
nearly 40 percent of the residents are
uninsured.

Last week, the melded House version
of the health care bill was reintroduced
as H.R. 3962, the Affordable Health
Care for America Act. H.R. 3962 creates
a national health care exchange in
which individuals and small businesses
can purchase health insurance plans
for themselves and employees. Our goal
is to build on the system of employer-
based health care coverage that 60 per-
cent of Americans currently enjoy and
allow those who have employer-based
insurance to keep that coverage.

If enacted, H.R. 3962 will provide in-
surance coverage to 230,000 currently
uninsured residents in our district and
improve the employer-based coverage
for 217,000 residents. Under this legisla-
tion, 177,000 households would qualify
for affordability credits to purchase
health insurance.

In our district, 16,600 small busi-
nesses would be able to obtain health
insurance for their employees, and
14,600 small businesses will qualify for
tax credits to help them offset the cost
of obtaining health care. That’s why
we need national health care reform.

————
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GIVING AMERICANS THE RIGHT
KIND OF HEALTH CARE

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. As a woman in the
sandwich generation, I've spent numer-
ous hours making health care decisions
for my two teenagers, as well as two
aging parents who have both suffered
from cancer and other medical emer-
gencies. From monitoring vaccines, to
paying hospital and prescription costs,
to reviewing insurance coverage, I un-
derstand the concerns folks have with
their health care system.

That is why I am glad Republicans
have solutions: solutions to provide ac-
cess to care, regardless of preexisting
conditions; solutions to cover the unin-
sured; solutions for tort reform to re-
duce the cost of defensive medicine.

Democrats have other ideas. The
Pelosi health care plan will force folks
off their current health care coverage,
lead to longer waiting lines, increase
premiums, higher taxes, fewer options,
and will further bankrupt our Nation.

Please, let’s give Americans the right
kind of health care reform.

————
MOURNING THE LOSS OF WILLARD
V. OLIVER
(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to mourn the loss of
Willard V. Oliver, one of the last sur-
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viving Navajo Code Talkers. The Code
Talkers saved the lives of countless
Americans in World War II and the Ko-
rean War by using Dine to commu-
nicate sensitive military intelligence
without risk of interception by the
enemy. Mr. Oliver spent more than 2
years fighting his way across the South
Pacific as one of those esteemed ma-
rines.

Willard Oliver passed away on Octo-
ber 14th after a life marked by heroic
service to his people and to his coun-
try.

In speaking of his service, Mr. Oliver
said, ‘I am proud to be a Code Talker,
and I know we counted for something
great.”

Today, I am proud to honor him and
all Navajo Code Talkers for their brav-
ery and sacrifice on behalf of this coun-
try. His and their contributions to our
great Nation must never be forgotten.

————

DOING HEALTH CARE REFORM
THE RIGHT WAY

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, the
American people want health care re-
form, but they want the right kind of
reform. They want to know that we are
not going to raise taxes on job creators
when the economy is just coming out
of a recession. They want to know that
we are not going to change the health
care that they have now. They want to
know that Medicare will be there for
them.

As a mother of three, I can remember
nights when one of our children would
have a cold and I would put my ear to
their chest to hear the rattle or to hear
if they were developing croup. And that
is what we have been doing with this
health care reform. The Republicans
have been putting their ears to the
chest of the American people to find
out what they want. And what they
want, they want reform the right way,
not a $1 trillion plan that will lead to
uncertainty and that will have certain
people lose their health care.

We need to do health care reform, but
we need to do it the right way.

———

PAYING FOR VALUE IN HEALTH
CARE

(Mr. WALZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
that this House has finally showed the
courage to tackle one of the most im-
portant issues in our country, the ris-
ing cost of health care. I want to recog-
nize that this piece of legislation takes
a huge step forward in addressing the
issue of paying for value in our health
care system.

The current payment system rewards
volume and quantity of care, rather
than quality of care. We spend hun-
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dreds of billions of dollars every year
on procedures that do not improve pa-
tients’ health. We need to change the
incentive system. We need doctors and
hospitals to work together to coordi-
nate care.

In my district in southern Min-
nesota, the Mayo Clinic has created
just such a culture, where doctors co-
ordinate with each other and look for
the best quality results. There are
other institutions around the country
doing the same thing. These organiza-
tions all do it a little differently, but
the one thing they have in common is
a culture of patient-centered care
based on high quality and low cost.

These cultures can be replicated in
every hospital in the country, and the
way we get there is by changing the in-
centive system. I am very proud that
the provisions in this bill to address
value and geographic disparity in Med-
icaid are there. We have a chance to re-
form American health care and provide
good-quality, high-outcome health care
for all Americans.

—————

COMMONSENSE IDEAS REGARDING
HEALTH CARE

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. It seems like all we
hear in Washington about health care
today is ‘‘public option’ and ‘‘govern-
ment-run program,” so I thought it
was interesting in a recent question-
naire, 47 percent of my constituents
most want Congress to focus on reduc-
ing costs. Only 10.5 percent are most
concerned with the public option, and I
would be willing to bet that these num-
bers are similar all over the country.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that we should
get back to the health care issue most
important to Americans: reducing
costs. Let’s support commonsense
changes, like medical malpractice re-
form and association health plans. We
should also focus on eliminating the
waste, fraud, and abuse that is so
rampant in our medical system. With
the money these reforms save, we will
be able to expand coverage and be sure
no one is denied health care coverage
because of a preexisting condition or
because they can’t afford premiums.

These are simple, tested, common-
sense ideas that don’t take 1,999 pages
to explain. Let’s give the American
people what they want, Mr. Speaker.

——————

PUTTING PATIENTS FIRST

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, this House
of Representatives is the people’s
voice, and we are about to deliver ex-
actly what they have been asking for:
reforms in our health care system, re-
forms that were asked of us by our peo-
ple back home in our districts. Ideas,
great ideas come from our people, in-
cluding closing the doughnut hole in
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Medicare part D, reforming medical
malpractice to make sure it is afford-
able for every practitioner and their
patients, and to negotiate finally for
deeper discounts from prescription
drug companies.

We are also going to eliminate the
antitrust exemption that the Wall
Street-run health insurance corpora-
tions have been benefiting from for
several decades. We are also going to
begin to look at purchasing health care
policies across State lines.

This is what the people want: They
want private doctors and private hos-
pitals. They want to be in charge of
their health care again.

We are going to put patients first in
this House of Representatives.

——
HEALTH CARE AND SENIORS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
many seniors from my area of south
Florida are concerned about the $1 tril-
lion Pelosi bill. The Pelosi bill is
poised to hurt seniors by endangering
their Medicare benefits. Seniors, after
decades and decades of hard work and
sacrifice, deserve nothing less than the
best quality health care that we can
provide. Any health care reform legis-
lation must not endanger this solemn
promise.

According to CBO, the Congressional
Budget Office, the Pelosi plan will cut
Medicare benefits by $162 billion. The
Pelosi bill will force seniors to pay up
to 20 percent more for their Medicare
prescription drug coverage. It will also
inflict massive cuts on a popular pro-
gram, Medicare Advantage, that will
force many seniors out of their current
coverage. So not only do we take away
benefits from our seniors, but we will
make them pay more for what little
they are left with.

This is not what seniors deserve. Sen-
iors deserve to have their Medicare
benefits protected. Whatever shape
health care reform takes, this Chamber
must never forget our pledge to our
seniors.

WELCOMING AMERICAN INDIANS
AND ALASKA NATIVES TO WASH-
INGTON

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome the many American
Indians and Alaska Natives who are
here in Washington to address the
needs of Indian Country. For the first
time, leaders from the 564 federally
recognized tribes will interact directly
with the President and Cabinet mem-
bers in the first annual White House
Tribal Nations Conference.

President Obama, the administration
officials, and many Members of Con-
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gress are engaging tribal leaders in an
unprecedented conversation to hear
firsthand about the needs and opportu-
nities facing Indian communities and
families.

Tribal leaders are also here to com-
memorate the historic opening today
of the Embassy of Tribal Nations’ per-
manent home in our Nation’s Capital
for their family of sovereign tribal gov-
ernments.

Migwetch—thank you—as we would
say in Minnesota. Thank you to all the
tribes who are here to participate and
work on Indian issues together.

———————

DOING HEALTH CARE REFORM
THE RIGHT WAY

(Mrs. MYRICK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, when I
am at home in the district, I am not
getting questions about health care. 1
am getting questions about jobs. Peo-
ple are saying, what are you doing to
help create jobs?

Unemployment nationally is at a 26-
yvear high. In my district, it is between
11 and 15 percent, and small business
people say to me all the time, new
taxes on businesses that can’t afford
health coverage is not going to help.
We all know that leads to fewer jobs
and lower wages for workers.

Health care reform is important, but
the country can’t afford it under the
proposed bill. Half of the tax dollars
collected by the health care bill’s new
surtax are from small business. It is
terrible for innovation and Kkills inge-
nuity, which made America great.

It is the American people that keep
this country growing, and they want
health reform done the right way, that
lowers cost and is affordable.

———

PROTECTING INNOCENT
AMERICANS FROM EXECUTION

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today I introduced H.R. 3986, the Ef-
fective Death Penalty Appeals Act, to
protect innocent Americans from exe-
cution. Under current law, a death row
inmate can be stranded in a procedural
no-man’s land condemned to die, even
if there is compelling new evidence of
innocence.

Justice Stevens recently wrote that
the law as it stands is arguably uncon-
stitutional. It is also wrong. My bill
would empower Federal courts to en-
tertain and grant habeas corpus peti-
tions for death row inmates who
present new evidence that dem-
onstrates probable innocence.

This bill will help us discern the in-
nocent from the guilty when the stakes
are highest. I look forward to broad
support for this bill.

I will also say that health care, this
new proposal, H.R. 3986, is fabulous re-
form to this problem.
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PROPOSED HEALTH CARE REFORM
WILL HURT WOMEN

(Ms. FALLIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FALLIN. Mr. Speaker, for many
women and their families, higher
health care costs means the difference
between receiving care or going with-
out it. Unfortunately, the Pelosi health
care bill raises taxes on health care
and empowers the Federal Government
and bureaucrats to decide what kind of
health care families and women will
have versus empowering people to
make their own personal decisions. It
also undermines a woman’s ability to
make the best decisions for her family.

According to a report, studies have
shown that more than 52 percent of
women have foregone necessary care
because of the cost. They have foregone
care from filling prescription drugs,
skipping a medical test, or even failing
to see a doctor when they needed med-
ical help.

We know when the Federal Govern-
ment takes over care, whether it is a
bureaucratic system or a socialized
system, that it also leads to rationing
of care. This bill increases taxes while
also causing higher insurance pre-
miums and will hurt women and chil-
dren and their families. But House Re-
publicans support reasonable health
care reform that lowers costs and will
ensure access to care for all Americans.

———

NO LONGER BEING FOOLED BY
THE PARTY OF NO

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, one of the
scariest themes of Halloween has been
the continuation of myths about our
health care legislation that is being
made by opponents of reform. These
TEA-bagger myths have been debunked
time and time again, yet some in this
Congress continue to perpetuate them.
Why? Because they have no alternative
plan of their own.

If they had a comprehensive plan
that would actually address our Na-
tion’s health care crisis, it would have
been put forward, or maybe they would
have enacted it during the years that
they ran Congress and the White
House. But when you don’t have a plan,
you have nothing else to talk about.

We all know we cannot continue the
status quo: Americans with health in-
surance today, never knowing if it will
be there when they need it; millions of
Americans today without any cov-
erage; all the while, costs keep climb-
ing and insurance companies keep get-
ting richer.

So what do some folks do? They dis-
tort our plan and use scare tactics and
try to fool the American people. But
the American people support our plan,
which ensures that we all have access
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to quality, affordable health care, and
they won’t be fooled anymore by the
Party of No.
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HIGHLIGHTING THREE CONCERNS
ABOUT THE HEALTH CARE RE-
FORM BILL: ABORTION, SENIORS,
AND THE CONSCIENCE CLAUSE

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I want
to talk today about some of the con-
cerns I have with the current health
care bill, specifically abortion, our sen-
iors, and the conscience clause for
medical professionals.

As this bill is drafted, it opens the
door to the public funding of abortion.
A majority of Americans are opposed
to funding abortions. For decades the
Federal funding of abortion has been
prohibited by the Hyde amendment.
Some will argue the Capps amendment
does the same thing, but it does not. It
allows for plans, specifically the public
option, to have abortion coverage paid
for with our tax dollars.

This bill also cuts more than $500 bil-
lion from Medicare, putting our Na-
tion’s seniors’ health at risk. Almost
$170 billion will be cut from the Medi-
care Advantage program alone. This
will adversely affect 17,000 seniors in
my district.

And, finally, it appears to erode the
conscience clause protections for our
medical professionals. No health care
provider should ever have to choose be-
tween his or her morals, faith, and his
or her job.

Health care reform should be about
protecting lives, not jeopardizing them.

——————

WE MUST MAKE HEALTH CARE A
RIGHT, NOT A PRIVILEGE

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
we are at a historic moment in our Na-
tion’s history.

After a half century of debate, the
time has come to make health care a
reality for every single American. We
must make health care a right and not
a privilege. People are dying without
health care. This week we must say, No
more. No more.

People are losing their homes be-
cause they are without health insur-
ance. This week we say, No more.

The American people cannot wait a
moment longer. Every day that we
wait, 14,000 Americans lose their health
insurance.

We have a good bill before us. We
have resolved our differences. We have
been struck in the paralysis of anal-
ysis, and this must end and end now.
Now is the time to act. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., once said, ‘“Of all the
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forms of inequality, injustice in health
care is the most shocking and inhu-
mane.”’

We must not perpetuate this injus-
tice. The spirit of history is upon us.
We have been called to lead. Now is the
time for the Congress to act.

——————

THE HEALTH CARE DEBATE: A
GOVERNMENT-CENTERED PLAN
VERSUS A PATIENT-CENTERED,
TAXPAYER-FRIENDLY PLAN

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the
American people, especially women,
are listening and watching; and they
are paying close attention to how we
define problems, how we address prob-
lems, and how we as a body get around
to solving problems that they’re con-
cerned about. And I think they’re real-
ly learning so very much.

They are learning that we have a
philosophical difference in how we
choose to address these problems.
Some of my colleagues want to see this
played out in the health care debate
where they would choose to have a gov-
ernment-centered plan, and then there
are those of us that would like to have
a patient-centered, taxpayer-friendly
way to address this.

And we do have lots of ideas. We, as
Republicans, have brought forward so
many ideas and so many bills that
would do just that, to address the
health care and medical concerns of
our constituents.

What they want is more affordable
cost, ease of access, making certain
that we address access to affordable in-
surance for those that have preexisting
and existing conditions. And we can do
that and be friendly to the American
taxpayer.

———

THE HEALTH CARE REFORM BILL
AND THE INPUT FROM THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, the House
Democrats have held over 3,000 public
events, town halls, forums for people to
give us their ideas on health care. I'm
sure my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle have held countless more
events. I personally have held 28 events
in my district in Colorado, town halls,
telephone town halls, Congress on Your
Corners. The input from the American
people has made this bill a better bill.

This bill before us, the John Dingell
bill, costs over $100 billion less than
the initial House bill. It reduces our
deficit by over $30 billion over 10 years.
Yes, we need to do more to reduce our
deficit, but this bill is an important
start. That’s something I heard from
my constituents, and we’re acting upon
it by incorporating that into this bill.
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Other suggestions from my constitu-
ents included making sure that we
have interstate competition. There are
provisions for that in the bill. Tort re-
form, President Obama challenged us
to do that. We have put tort reform in
this bill. The bill is better for small
businesses.

The input from millions of Ameri-
cans across the ideological spectrum
has made this bill better. And I would
like to thank the American people for
helping to write the Democratic health
care reform bill.

———

THE HEALTH CARE BILL IS A
CRUEL HOAX

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I come from Macomb County,
Michigan. That county is also known
as the home of the Reagan Democrats.
It is certainly a proud heartland not
only of Michigan but the heartland of
America, I think. And as a mother and
as a grandmother, I am incredibly con-
cerned about the enormous amount of
debt that this administration, through
a number of bills and now especially
this health care bill, is placing on fu-
ture generations.

One of the most disingenuous claims
that have been made over and over
again, Mr. Speaker, is if you like your
current health care plan, you can keep
it.

Well, here’s a headline in my local
paper just the other day: ‘‘Employers
Ready to Dump Health Care.” ‘“‘Under
the House bill, paying an 8 percent pen-
alty is cheaper than providing cov-
erage.” This was a survey that was
done by our Macomb County Chamber
of Commerce, and what they found is
that an overwhelming majority of local
companies stated they would drop their
existing employee insurance coverage
or avoid offering future health care
benefits if this bill that the House is
considering today passes.

This bill is a very cruel hoax. That is
the reality. A business decision that is
going to be made will dump these peo-
ple out on the public plan.

—————

HEALTH CARE REFORM: HOW IT
WILL BENEFIT WOMEN

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Women of America, Repub-
licans want you to believe that our
health care reform bill is poison, that
doing nothing is better for the Nation.
But it is the status quo that is poison.

Today, women are forced to settle for
less health care at a higher price. We
pay as much as 50 percent more than
men, a practice of discrimination that
is legal in 38 States. But this bill pro-
hibits insurance companies from charg-
ing women more for the same coverage.

Today, women are turned away from
buying insurance due to so-called pre-
existing conditions such as domestic
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violence, pregnancy, and C-sections.
But this bill makes it illegal to deny
coverage due to any preexisting condi-
tion, including breast cancer.

Today fewer than half of America’s
women can get health insurance
through work because they stay at
home, work at small businesses, or
work part time. But through this bill,
every woman can buy coverage through
the exchange that will cover maternity
and preventative care.

This is why women in America need
this health care reform bill and why I
strongly support this legislation.

———————

THE MAJORITY’S TRILLION
DOLLAR HEALTH CARE PLAN

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, as the House prepares to ad-
dress the latest proposal by the major-
ity to have the government take over
our health care system, I want to say
that there are many things wrong with
this trillion dollar health care plan.

It’s bad for our economic health. It’s
a prescription for larger deficits, high-
er taxes, more job losses.

But worst of all is what it does to
women, families, seniors, and small
businesses. Women make two-thirds of
the health care decisions in our coun-
try. As mothers, wives, and daughters,
we work to protect the family members
around us. In fact, the vast majority of
America’s health care professionals are
women, 90 percent of the nurses; and
almost a third are doctors. If PELOSI’S
health care proposal becomes law,
women will no longer be able to make
those responsible decisions for their
families. Government bureaucrats will.

There’s no doubt that we need
changes in our health care system. But
let’s not take away power from moms
and turn it over to the government and
call that reform.

———

IN STRONG SUPPORT OF HEALTH
INSURANCE REFORM

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of health insur-
ance reform for many reasons but espe-
cially for how it helps the 50 million
Americans living in rural areas.

There are three main problems peo-
ple in rural America face when it
comes to the current health care sys-
tem: lack of choice of affordable health
insurance, lack of access to health care
providers, and certainly a lack of ac-
cess to quality health care and pre-
ventative care.

Our health insurance reform bill,
H.R. 3962, addresses all of these issues
and more for rural Americans.

Fifteen percent of people living in
rural areas live in poverty, and one in
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five uninsured Americans lives in rural
areas. This bill will extend coverage,
and the public option will give choice
to Americans living in rural areas.
This bill will make coverage afford-
able. It will invest in our health care
infrastructure by training thousands of
new doctors, nurses, and other health
care providers and will put them on the
ground where they’re needed, espe-
cially in our rural areas.

Finally, this bill gives all Americans
free access to preventative care and en-
courages and rewards high-quality
care. It is what we need in rural Amer-
ica and across the country.

———

REJECT THE PELOSI HEALTH
CARE PLAN AND START OVER
ON RESPONSIBLE HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for months
millions of concerned citizens voiced
their strong opposition to a govern-
ment takeover of health care. Yet last
week Speaker PELOSI unveiled her lat-
est plan for a government takeover of
health care.

The Pelosi health care plan does
nothing to control the rising costs of
health care. But struggling businesses
that can’t afford to provide health in-
surance coverage to their employees
face higher taxes.

According to an economic model de-
veloped by President Obama’s chief
economic adviser, an estimated 5.5 mil-
lion jobs could be lost as a result of the
taxes included in the Pelosi health care
plan.

At a time when several States are
struggling with double-digit unemploy-
ment, pushing policies that will raise
taxes and increase job losses is the
wrong direction to take our country.

It’s time for Congress to reject the
Pelosi health care plan and start over
on responsible health care reform.

————
THE HEALTH CARE BILL

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
Democrats are going to deliver on what
American families and businesses have
been asking for when it comes to their
health: one, meaningful, secure, and
stable insurance; two, improved Medi-
care for our seniors; and, three, vital
consumer protections.

For families with health insurance,
health reform will provide coverage
you can count on. All Americans will
have affordable options even if you
change your job or if your employer
does not even offer health insurance.
Under the revised health bill, families
will not have to worry about insurance
companies canceling their coverage be-
cause someone in their family gets sick
or is diagnosed with cancer or another
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illness. Health insurance companies
will no longer be able to bar you from
insurance just because you’ve had can-
cer that is in remission or you’re re-
covering from a heart ailment. We will
ensure that our mneighbors are not
forced to go bankrupt after a serious
illness strikes. What is insurance for
after all? It must be meaningful.

American families have been doing
everything right in paying their pre-
miums and copays even as those costs
have risen astronomically. Our health
care bill says that, in return, families
must have coverage that is meaningful,
stable, and secure.

————

WHAT WSJ HAS TO SAY ABOUT
THE PELOSI HEALTH BILL: “THE
WORST BILL EVER”

(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I lament
hearing that people who attend TEA
parties are somehow uninformed or
misinformed Americans. They’re hard-
working Americans who are informed
and have taken the time to become in-
formed, and they know what’s in this
bill.

But if you think that they have been
misled into thinking that this bill is an
extreme bill by those of us who are in
the Republican Party, listen to what
the Wall Street Journal says. Go to
wsj.com.

They call this ‘‘the worst bill ever.”
“Epic new spending and taxes, pricier
insurance, rationed care, dishonest ac-
counting: the Pelosi health bill has it
all.”

And it concludes by saying: ‘‘Critics
will say we are exaggerating, but we
believe it is no stretch to say that Mrs.
PELOSI’s handiwork ranks with the
Smoot-Hawley tariff as among the
worst bills Congress has ever seriously
contemplated.”

This is not TEA Party extremists;
this is the Wall Street Journal.

———

A NEW HEALTH CARE BILL

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, find-
ing a uniquely American solution to
ensuring that all Americans have ac-
cess to meaningful, affordable health
coverage has been an unfulfilled goal
for decades. Action now is both a moral
and economic imperative for our Na-
tion.

Health care legislation before the
House builds on the hard work done by
three health care committees over
many months and responds to feedback
from the American people. It builds on
America’s public-private system. And
it is paid for.

The legislation meets the goals of
health reform: enhanced protection for
those with health coverage; new, af-
fordable choices for individuals and
small businesses; strengthened Medi-
care for our seniors; improved delivery
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of care with better health outcomes for
all Americans; and the containment of
rapidly rising costs of health care.

The status quo is unaffordable and
unsustainable. Passing health care re-
form benefits all of us: families, sen-
iors, businesses, and the Nation. I look
forward to voting for this historic leg-
islation and meeting the goals of
health care reform for all Americans.
Now is the time to act.

————
0 1315
HEALTH CARE

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, on
September 12, taxpayers sent an un-
equivocal message to lawmakers that
smaller government, limited regula-
tion, responsible spending, and keeping
government out of people’s lives are
principles that too many in Wash-
ington need to be reminded of.

Hundreds of Texans took to the
streets of Washington, D.C., to protest
Big Government and the devastating
policies the Obama administration and
this Congress are pursuing. Their
voices were heard and we had better
not forget what they say.

Now we need everyone’s voice more
than ever as we are asked to pass a $1.2
trillion government takeover of our
health care system. Through town hall
meetings and the thousands of e-mails
and letters we receive each week, my
constituents have been clear: They
don’t like this bill.

It’s now Congress’s responsibility to
listen to our districts and respond, rep-
resenting the constituents who sent us
here. They’re speaking loud and clear—
and they expect a response.

———
HEALTH CARE

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, for the past
6 months I have talked with my con-
stituents in southern Nevada about the
need for health care reform that lowers
cost, improves access, increases choice,
and strengthens Medicare. I have solic-
ited input from my constituents by
sending them health care surveys, en-
couraging them to share their health
care stories, and holding Congress on
the Corner.

From roundtable discussions with
doctors, providers, and small business
owners, to town halls, I have listened
to the concerns Nevadans have about
our current health care system as well
as the proposed reforms. One thing is
clear: The status quo just is unaccept-
able.

The legislation introduced in the
House last week requires a comprehen-
sive examination, and I will continue
to carefully review all aspects of the
bill. But I'm pleased that the legisla-
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tion includes important provisions that
will help Nevada’s seniors, young
adults, women, and small businesses.

From ending discrimination based on
preexisting conditions to strengthening
Medicare by reducing waste and closing
the doughnut hole, there are a number
of very positive aspects of this bill
which I strongly support. It’s time to
give them a serious look.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker and my
colleagues, the American people have
said that the number one thing they’re
concerned about with regard to health
care is the cost of health care. The
Speaker’s 1,990-page government take-
over of health care raises the cost of
insurance for American families and it
will add to our already exploding debt.

The cost of the Speaker’s bill is now
at $1.3 trillion and counting. It’s a debt
that will be paid for by our kids and
our grandkids. And, to make matters
worse, it will increase taxes, impose
job-killing mandates, and cut seniors’
Medicare benefits.

There’s a better way. Republicans
have outlined a plan to lower cost and
expand access at a price our Nation can
afford. This includes letting families
buy health insurance across State
lines; allowing small businesses to pool
and offer health insurance to their em-
ployees at much lower cost, just like
big businesses and unions can today;
giving States the tools to create inno-
vative reforms that lower costs; and
ending junk lawsuits that contribute
to higher health care costs.

Given all that’s at stake, the Amer-
ican people deserve to see the Repub-
licans’ smart, fiscally responsible plans
debated here on the House floor side-
by-side with the Speaker’s 1,990-page
bill.

I hope we will see that debate and
vote as soon as possible.

———

HEALTH REFORM AND THE AF-
FORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR
AMERICA ACT

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I can’t
stand here today and tell you that this
legislation will solve every health care
problem we face as a Nation, but I can
tell you this. There’s 460,000 Nevadans
that have no health insurance at all. In
my district alone, this bill will provide
coverage for 163,000 of my fellow Nevad-
ans.

It’s not just the uninsured that will
benefit. In Las Vegas, more than 200,000
households will receive credits to make
insurance more affordable and over
16,000 small businesses will be provided
with a tax credit to make it easier for
them to provide coverage to their em-
ployees.
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The bill improves coverage for sen-
iors by closing the doughnut hole,
eliminating copays for preventive serv-
ices, and extending the solvency of the
Medicare program for another 5 years.
It eliminates preexisting conditions as
a reason to deny coverage. It lifts the
lifetime limits. I have 10-year-old chil-
dren who are juvenile diabetics in my
office that have already exceeded their
lifetime caps. This bill eliminates that.

The current health care system is
unsustainable.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. The American people
want health care reform that lowers
the cost of health insurance rather
than increasing the cost of govern-
ment, but it looks like that’s exactly
what they’re getting in the Pelosi
health care bill.

Here are the numbers: 1,990 pages;
$1.2 trillion in the Pelosi plan in new
Federal spending over the next 10
years; $729.5 billion in new tax in-
creases. It’s just extraordinary.

Within the confines of the bill, 43 en-
titlement programs are created or ex-
panded; 111 additional offices, bureaus,
commissions, programs, and bureauc-
racies; and this legislation uses the
mandatory legal language—the word
‘‘shall’’—3,425 times. And this isn’t a
government takeover of health care?
Give me a break.

The Pelosi health care plan is a
freight train of big government, higher
taxes, and mandates—and it must be
opposed. The American people deserve
a better plan.

You can go to healthcare.gop.gov and
start getting the details of a plan that
will lower the cost of health insurance
instead of growing the size of govern-
ment.

——————

WHERE IS THE REPUBLICAN
HEALTH REFORM BILL?

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, it will be interesting to go to
that Web site and find what is the so-
called Republican beginning of a pro-
posal, because 139 days ago the Repub-
lican leadership promised to introduce
their own health reform bill and yet we
are still waiting.

Since the mysterious Republican
plan hasn’t been introduced, the Amer-
ican people can’t really see what’s in
it. It’s all being written behind closed
doors. What little we do know of what
they are planning should bring a smile
to the faces of insurance company
CEOs.

Their leader, Mr. BOEHNER, admitted
the other day that their collection of
bills does not end discrimination based
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on preexisting conditions. Nowhere in
their collection of bills do they help
more Americans afford health care. No-
where in their collection of bills do
they end discrimination from insur-
ance companies’ practice of dropping
coverage if you get sick.

Four months ago, Democrats made
public our health care reform proposal
by posting it online for anyone to see.
Since then, there have been multiple
committee hearings during which the
Republicans had ample opportunity to
debate the bill and offer amendments.

Republicans won’t even let the public
see their bill. What are they hiding?
Will they include Representative
BROUN’s proposal to privatize Medi-
care? How about dismantling the entire
Medicare system?

Americans deserve to know.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. This bill is a disaster for American
families—it allows bureaucrats to
make important medical decisions in-
stead of doctors and patients.

As a wife, mother, and caregiver to
my late husband, I—like 85 percent of
women in America—am the primary
care decision-maker in my home. I was
for him as well as for my children. We
need a health care system that pro-
vides quality, affordable health care so
that we can have peace of mind in
knowing our families are well taken
care of.

Unfortunately, the bill that we will
have before us later this week is one
that empowers government bureau-
crats and undermines a woman’s abil-
ity to make the best health -care
choices for her and her family.

The bill creates 111 new Federal bu-
reaucracies and 43 new entitlement
programs. Instead of reforming health
care, this bill expands government.
Health insurance premiums will rise,
taxes will increase, and seniors will
lose many Medicare benefits.

When the Democrats wrote this
health care bill, they not only left Re-
publicans out of the process, but they
left out consumers.

————
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
Clara Peller demands health care re-
form now. Twenty-five years ago, no-
body knew who Clara Peller was, but
she soon became famous because she
was the one in those Wendy’s ads who
introduced the famous phrase,
“Where’s the beef?”” And for our friends
on the Republican side of the aisle,
that’s the question we would all like to
know: ‘“Where’s the bill?”’

If you’re hearing so much conversa-
tion about the Democratic health care
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bill, there’s a very good reason for
that. There is no Republican bill, de-
spite promises month after month after
month to reveal what that bill would
contain. There’s no CBO score of the
Republican bill.

So how do we know that there’s a bill
that’s going to affect Americans? Well,
we know that bill will be mostly about
preserving the status quo. And I would
like my friends to tell my constituent,
Hannah Rodriguez, who has a cleft pal-
ate and has been waiting years for her
parents to save up the money for her
corrective medical procedure because
it’s considered cosmetic surgery under
her current policy, why she should wait
longer for health care reform.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. SULLIVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SULLIVAN. Last week, my col-
leagues on the other side unveiled the
latest version of their plan for govern-
ment-controlled health care that, ac-
cording to CBO, will cost $1.2 trillion.
Simply put, that’s $2.2 million of tax-
payer money for every single word in
this bill.

This 2,000-page bill creates 111 new
government programs and is full of tax
increases and government mandates.

This bill is bad for patients, bad for
doctors, bad for seniors, bad for small
businesses, and terrible for our econ-
omy.

This bill will raise taxes on the
American people, cut Medicare for sen-
iors by half a trillion dollars, add to
the already out-of-control Federal def-
icit, and will leave personal medical
decisions to bureaucrats in Washington
instead of families.

Mr. Speaker, there’s another way. We
believe health care reform begins by
bringing all stakeholders—patients,
doctors, citizens and hospitals—to the
table where everyone has equal input.
Our plan will lower cost, increase ac-
cess, and improve the quality of care
your family will receive.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, in America, if you get overcharged
on a telephone or cable bill, you have
recourse to get your money back. If a
mechanic does an unnecessary repair,
there are agencies that can help you.
On the government level, we work to
defend consumers and guard against
markets being too concentrated. That
was one of the goals when I chaired the
Consumer Protection Committee in the
California State assembly.

And yet when it comes to health
care, strong consumer protections just
don’t exist and Americans are suffering
because no one is looking out for them.
That’s why the Consumers Union,
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which Americans trust for information
on major purchases, calls our health
care system a ‘‘consumer crisis’” and
endorses our efforts to reform the sys-
tem.

Once the bill’s provisions take effect,
no insurance company can deny or drop
your coverage. Every insurance com-
pany would have to provide a minimum
set of benefits, including prescription
drugs, hospital care, and mental
health. This reform will give Ameri-
cans the reliability and security they
deserve.

———
O 1330
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, Politico
reported last week that the Democrat
health care reform legislation has
more pages than War and Peace, and
nearly five times as many words as the
Torah, costing over $2 million per
word.

The Republican Conference reports
that over 100 new Federal bureauc-
racies are created in the bill. The Wall
Street Journal Opinion Page stated
that ‘‘the bill may be the worst piece of
post-New Deal legislation ever intro-
duced.”

America deserves better, and the
American people demand more from
their leaders on something that is so
important to every American family.
There is a better way to maintain care
for those with health insurance, while
decreasing the number of uninsured
Americans.

We should start with some common-
sense reform, such as prohibiting insur-
ers from excluding preexisting condi-
tions, allowing insurers to offer plans
across State lines, enacting tort re-
form, and allowing small businesses to
pool together to purchase health plans
for their employees.

Mr. Speaker, it is not too late for us
to work together to craft responsible
legislation and decrease costs.

———
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, we are in the final days here
in the House debating health care re-
form that will lower costs for families
and businesses and give people more
choice. We are closer than ever to de-
livering what people have been clam-
oring for: access to lifesaving health
care.

And last night we learned a little
more about this mythical Republican
alternative. We learned that the Re-
publicans are going to potentially pro-
pose some collection of bullet points
that deliver the status quo for people
who have a preexisting condition, for
people who are under the threat of los-
ing their coverage if they get sick. And
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for the millions of Americans who will
not be able to afford health care insur-
ance, this Republican plan says sorry,
you are out of luck.

This Republican plan that exists
somewhere out in the ether today
might be good for a fantasy movie, but
it is not offering anything for those of
us that live in the real world. Because
here in the real world, people get sick
and live paycheck by paycheck and
can’t afford the current status quo.

Let’s give people real reform, not
fantasy reform that leaves people right
where they started.

————
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. LATTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, during the
August work period, I had the privilege
of visiting many of the plants and fac-
tories in my district. At one plant, a
worker approached me and said he
didn’t understand what we were doing
here in Congress. He said he had to
have a job that put a roof over his fam-
ily and food on the table. He is worried
about health care, but the first two
took priority.

People back home get it. They ask
very direct questions about health
care. How are we going to pay for it?
Will it cost more than I pay now? Will
I have the same coverage and doctor?
Will it cost more jobs? How much more
in taxes will I pay?

The Congressional Budget Office
scores Speaker PELOSI’s bill at over $1
trillion. New taxes on small businesses
and individuals will run over $729 bil-
lion.

Being close to the Canadian border, I
have been approached by Canadian doc-
tors who are now practicing in Ohio.
They can’t understand why the Demo-
crats are taking this course. They tell
me this same thing: Why do you think
we came to the United States?

————

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. WU asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, reforming
health care insurance is the focus of
this Congress this fall. And what does
health insurance reform mean for mid-
dle-income Americans? It means an in-
surance company can no longer decide
to deny you coverage or jack up your
rates because of a preexisting condi-
tion. It means it will be against the
law for insurance companies to drop
your coverage when you get sick. It
means that insurance companies will
no longer be able to place an arbitrary
cap on the amount of coverage you
have in a given year or in a lifetime. It
means there will be a yearly limit on
how much you can be charged for out-
of-pocket expenses because no one
should go broke if they get sick.

What this means for middle-income
Americans is they will no longer be
ground between the roulette wheel of
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health or sickness and the machina-
tions of the insurance industry. What
health insurance means is that mil-
lions of Americans who are insured
today will have more security and sta-
bility.

——————

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. GUTHRIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, the
Pelosi health care bill hits States when
they are hurting the most by man-
dating a $34 billion expansion of Med-
icaid. I served in State government and
have helped write budgets, and I know
firsthand this expansion creates a seri-
ous problem for Kentucky’s already
stretched resources and will leave
fewer dollars available for our schools
and universities.

Last week, Dr. James Ramsey, presi-
dent of the University of Louisville and
a renowned professor of public finance,
predicted the next budget period in
Kentucky will be ‘‘a bloodbath’ and
said a high price will be paid for inad-
equate funding of all State programs.

Phil Bredesen, the Democratic Gov-
ernor of Tennessee and a health care
expert, said he is most concerned with
the financial impact on the States, and
he said ‘‘this is the mother of all un-
funded mandates.”

There are many reforms that will
make health care more affordable and
accessible without giving huge debts to
our children. Forcing State govern-
ments to look to our schools and uni-
versities for the money to meet this
mandate is not acceptable. Our chil-
dren deserve better.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to urge my colleagues to
support the revised Affordable Amer-
ican Health Care Act. We need com-
prehensive health care reform for peo-
ple like Mary in my district.

When her husband retired from his
job, they both lost their health insur-
ance. They had COBRA for 18 months,
but it ran out. Mary had to look for al-
ternative coverage. Unfortunately, she
has a preexisting condition. Mary, Mr.
Speaker, has rheumatoid arthritis. She
suffers and has had countless rejections
from one insurance company to an-
other and it has been very difficult for
her.

Under the revised Affordable Health
Care for America Act, Mary and other
Americans would not suffer from pre-
existing conditions. Finally, as early as
next year, they would receive fair
health care that they deserve.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
3962.
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HEALTH CARE

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
3962 is almost 2,000 pages long. In a bill
that long, you expect lots of things to
be opposed to, and I am. Here is a
short, partial list of some of the things
I am against.

I am against 5.5 million people losing
their jobs. I am against 114 million peo-
ple losing their private health insur-
ance as a result of this legislation. I
am against a new entitlement that cre-
ates $1 trillion in new spending that we
can’t afford. I am against stripping $500
billion out of Medicare funding that
would otherwise go to Medicare. I am
against $729.5 billion in new taxes over
the next 10 years on Americans.

Mr. Speaker, there is one thing I am
for, and that is for starting over. Scrap
this monstrosity. Let’s start over with
real health care reform, not this health
care takeover.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, even
though insurance companies make

money not providing health care, the
so-called reform bill gives so much
power and money to the insurance
companies that we are giving far too
much for the few benefits which the
bill may confer.

The insurance companies get at least
another 26 million new customers.
They will receive at least another $50
billion in new revenue. They will be
able to raise premiums 25 percent even
though in each of the last four consecu-
tive years the industry raised pre-
miums by double digits.

As long as there are for-profit insur-
ance companies, there will be no effec-
tive way to protect consumers against
ever-escalating premiums, copays, and
deductibles unless the insurance com-
panies know that people at the State
level will always have a choice to re-
ject the insurance companies and es-
tablish a single payer, not-for-profit
system.

That is why the Kucinich amendment
should be put back in the health bill,
not just to protect the rights of States
to pursue single payer, but to protect
the rights of consumers to be free of
the economic death grip of the insur-
ance companies.

——————

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE CUTS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, President
Obama promised Americans that under
his health care reform bill they would
be able to keep the coverage they cur-
rently have. Unfortunately, the Pelosi
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health care bill we will consider later
this week effectively eliminates the
popular Medicare Advantage health
plans that millions of seniors rely on
for medical, vision, and dental care.

In my district, nearly 30,000 seniors
are enrolled in one of these plans. The
average enrollee saves $800, they have a
lower hospitalization rate, and they re-
port greater satisfaction with their
plan. The Congressional Budget Office
maintains that these cuts could ‘‘lead
many plans to limit the benefits they
offer, raise their premiums, or with-
draw from the program.”

There are a total of $500 billion in
cuts to various Medicare programs. I
don’t think seniors would call reducing
their benefits health care reform. I
don’t think seniors would call cutting
home health care, cutting hospice care,
cutting nursing home care health care
reform. We don’t need to destroy Medi-
care Advantage to reform health care.

This week, Republicans will offer a
simpler, better proposal which offers
real health care reform without taking
benefits away from our Nation’s sen-
iors.

———
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker,
Prime Minister Angela Merkel was in
this Hall just a few hours ago. She rep-
resents a country where they have had
health care security for 126 years.
Americans have been waiting for 100
years; and when the Republicans took
over the last time, they knocked out
Mrs. Clinton’s plan and they bragged
about it. And for 12 years, they made
not one single proposal that they
would bring to the floor for a vote.
They want the status quo. They like
what is going on. And if folks back
home like what is going on, stick with
them, because they are never going to
change anything.

What they say about this is, Not so
fast. One hundred years is too fast?
Well, they say, But we have something
we’re just about to bring out here on
Thursday. Not so fast, right. Wait until
the last minute after all of the debate,
and then say, Not so fast. The Amer-
ican people want it done now.

————

WHO WROTE THIS BILL?

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, we should
pay special attention to the sections
drafted under the supervision of the
chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee.

Chairman CHARLIE RANGEL super-
vised the drafting of 70 pages of this
bill, pages 296 through 366. This is the
same Congressman under investigation
by the Committee on Standards of Offi-
cial Conduct on five separate counts:
using official resources to raise money;
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problems with apartment leases; undis-
closed ownership in Dominican Repub-
lic Yacht Club; compliance with the
storage rules of the House; and prob-
lems with his financial disclosure and
income tax.

This bill raises your taxes, but ethics
is investigating whether RANGEL paid
his. Leaders may respond with two
spins: Chairman RANGEL had nothing
to do with writing this bill, or, he has
no ethics problems.

A 2,000-page bill and a coming man-
ager’s amendment that will be a cham-
ber of horrors of special deals, super-
vised by a Congressman under five sep-

arate ethics investigations, that is
what we will vote on this week.
———

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. PIERLUISI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PIERLUISI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of the Affordable
Health Care for America Act. This bill
lives up to its name. Most importantly
from my perspective, this bill does jus-
tice to the 4.4 million American citi-
zens living in Puerto Rico and the
other U.S. territories. Too often in the
past, the territories have been treated
as an afterthought in important legis-
lation. Thanks to the efforts of leader-
ship, that is not the case with this bill.

While the legislation is not perfect, it
constitutes a giant step forward. The
bill addresses the unprincipled funding
disparities that the territories have al-
ways faced under Medicaid. It also pro-
vides funding to enable Americans of
modest means residing in the terri-
tories to purchase subsidized coverage
through the health insurance ex-
change. It makes my constituents eli-
gible for the worthy consumer protec-
tions established in the bill.

I hope the Senate will follow the
House’s lead, and I will continue to
work with our allies in that Chamber
to ensure that their bill treats Amer-
ican citizens in the territories in a fair
and just manner.

———
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
if you get dressed in the dark, you are
probably going to make some poor
clothing choices that will open you to
ridicule. Well, the same rule applies
when you write bills in the dark.

President Obama said last year that
the health care reform negotiations
would air on C-SPAN. That way, he
said, Americans could see who was
fighting for them and who is siding
with the special interests.

Based on the President’s very own
formula, we must assume that the
Democrat-only, closed-door
dealmaking on health care must have
put the special interests at the fore-
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front. It appears certain that one of
those special interests at the table be-
hind the closed doors was the trial at-
torneys. Maybe that is why the nego-
tiations were secret. They can claim
attorney-client confidentiality.

But those trial attorneys must have
charged by the hour, because the
Democrats gave them quite the payoff
in this legislation. This bill will over-
ride States’ malpractice reform laws
and it will prevent States from capping
attorneys’ fees or damage rewards.

Isn’t it ironic that it was President
Obama who warned us that this would
happen.

0 1345

REPUBLICAN PARTY IS ON THE
WRONG SIDE

(Mr. RYAN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, the
Republicans controlled this Chamber
from 1993 until 2006, they controlled
the Presidency until 2008; and now, 11
months into a national health care de-
bate, they are just figuring out that we
have a health care crisis in this coun-
try. How long will it take them to
shake the grip of the insurance indus-
try before they even come up with a re-
alistic plan?

Let’s look at what our friends on the
other side of the aisle are going to vote
against. They’re going to vote against
us increasing the age to 27 where kids
can stay on their parents’ insurance.
They’re going to vote against citizens
of the United States not being denied
health care coverage because of a pre-
existing condition. They’re going to
vote against us saying that no one in
America will ever go bankrupt again
because of a health care catastrophe in
their family. That’s what they are
going to vote against.

It’s very simple: once again the Re-
publican Party is going to be on the
wrong side of the vote, on the wrong
side of health care reform, and on the
wrong side of history.

————

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. ALEXANDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
3962 states in section 1 that the legisla-
tion builds on what’s broken in today’s
health care system and repairs at the
same time. I agree that improvements
need to be made in the existing health
care system, but placing individuals
under one umbrella doesn’t build on
what’s working or repair what’s not.

The bill includes a government-run
public option that cuts Medicare and
Medicare Advantage programs and
raises taxes on middle class families.
In addition, the bill does not protect
the interests of small business, nor



November 3, 2009

does it adequately address defensive
medicine. And in the midst of States
struggling with financial constraints,
it will burden them with more un-
funded mandates from the Federal Gov-
ernment.

This latest proposal may be a dif-
ferent name, but even with a new
name, the legislation remains a gov-
ernment takeover of health care.

———

FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYERS TAX
CREDIT

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker,
last week, we received news of our first
GDP growth we’ve had in a year. Our
GDP increased by 3.5 percent last quar-
ter, which was better than expected.
This is welcome news and shows that
our economy is finally moving in the
right direction.

We still have a long road ahead to
reach economic recovery. We must con-
tinue to help our families and commu-
nities find immediate relief. That’s
why I support an extension of the
First-Time Homebuyers Tax Credit.
This $8,000 tax credit has helped
produce more than 130 sales in Erie
County in my district alone, and many
more throughout western Pennsyl-
vania.

I hope to see this tax credit extended
so we can continue to give a boost to
the housing market and help more
Americans reach the dream of home-
ownership.

————
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my concern
about the consequences and costs of
the majority party’s proposed govern-
ment takeover of health care.

Despite the lack of bipartisanship
and the absence of the transparency
promised by Speaker PELOSI, the House
is poised to vote this week on a bill
that will give control of one-sixth of
our economy to the Federal Govern-
ment. Sadly, the $1.3 trillion price tag
is not the only cost of this risky pro-
posal. The bill also saddles Americans
with 111 new boards, offices, commis-
sions and programs, all of which will be
required to implement Speaker
PELOSI’s takeover.

Further, this bill imposes hundreds
of billions of dollars in new taxes on
small businesses, individuals who can-
not afford health coverage, and em-
ployers who cannot afford to provide
coverage that meets Federal bureau-
crats’ standards.

Mr. Speaker, these costs are far too
much to ask the American people to
bear. It is time to press the reset but-
ton and come together to create a
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health care proposal that meets the
needs of every American and saves our
economy from additional burdens we
cannot afford.

————————

WE ARE GOING IN THE WRONG
DIRECTION

(Mr. TERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TERRY. It is about the spending.
People back home are asking me, How
much is enough for you? Another $1.2
trillion bill in this national takeover of
our health care. I think this is the
third $1 trillion bill of this year at a
time when we have almost a $2 trillion
deficit this year.

Now, we can’t raise enough tax dol-
lars, we can’t cut Medicare enough
from our seniors to cover this cost. Ev-
eryone but the best Kool-Aid drinkers
around know this bill is going to add to
our national debt. Soon—and maybe by
next year at the rate that this Con-
gress is spending—our national debt
will equal the size of our GDP, which is
what the economists say is the tipping
point that is going to drag our econ-
omy down. What does this mean? It
means that my children and your chil-
dren are going to pay this off with
fewer opportunities than we have
today.

We are going in the wrong direction
for the dream for our children in Amer-
ica.

————

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
we’ve heard lots of stories today, and it
has touched our hearts. We know there
are people out there suffering because
we’ve got some major problems with
our health care system. We know that
there are uninsured people because the
costs are just too high, they’re priced
out of the market, or they’ve got a pre-
existing condition. We know that, for
example, there is not interstate com-
petition that goes on that boosts up
the cost, along with the fact that we
have excessive litigation in our soci-
ety.

We could have fixed these issues so
that everybody could be covered. The
Republicans were willing to do it, but
we were frozen out of this whole sys-
tem because the Democrats didn’t want
to reform the system; they wanted to
transform our current health care sys-
tem into a government-run, bureau-
cratic Federal program.

And they are doing that at the ex-
pense of seniors, where $400 billion is
being taken out of their Medicare funds
at the expense of small business and,
yves, at the expense of all those people
who are currently insured who will be
thrown into this government-run sys-
tem which will be inferior to the ones
they have now in the private sector.
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This is a travesty. We should have
worked together on this, but the Demo-
crats wouldn’t do it.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my serious concerns about the
health care bill that’s being rushed to
the floor. This 2,000-plus-page bill has
hundreds of new pages that no one yet
has had a chance to read, much less un-
derstand.

There are over 110 new Federal pro-
grams and bureaucracies, each with its
own new costly mandates. This bill
taxes you if you have health insurance,
it taxes you if you cannot afford to
have health insurance, and it taxes you
if you are a small business and you
cannot afford to give health insurance
to all of your employees. It has over
$730 billion in new job-killing taxes.

What Americans need today more
than anything else is new jobs, but this
bill will result in the loss of another 5.5
million jobs. Congress can’t even figure
out how to make its own workweek,
much less change the whole health care
system. Let’s use a little common
sense around here for a change.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. OLVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. OLVER. We often hear that
America has the best health care sys-
tem in the world; but the cold, hard
facts don’t agree. Between 1997 and
2002, when researchers compared pre-
ventable deaths from diabetes, cancer
and heart disease, among others, in 19
industrialized countries, the TUnited
States placed last, dead last. 75,000
lives could have been saved had the
United States achieved just the aver-
age preventable death rate of its coun-
terparts. Since 2002, another 75,000
deaths could have been prevented.

The Affordable Health Care for Amer-
ica Act will reduce preventable deaths.
H.R. 3962 completely bans preexisting
condition exclusions by 2013 and ends
copays and deductibles for preventive
care under Medicare and Medicaid. And
H.R. 3962 will train many more primary
care providers and pay them better for
their service.

Our current health care system is
failing us. We need health reform now.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, everyone in
America understands the mneed for
health care reform, and so do I. Unfor-
tunately, the new $1.2 trillion, 2,000-
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page bill, H.R. 3962, still cuts Medicare
by one-half trillion dollars to our sen-
iors and creates a new entitlement pro-
gram.

The bill provides disincentives to
States and punishes them if they im-
pose caps on noneconomic damages or
limits contingency fees to trial lawyers
in medical liability cases. This takes
us backwards, not forwards.

There is a job-crushing employer
mandate and tax increases on small
businesses in the form of surtaxes on
income. This is a job killer, make no
mistake.

There is a medical device tax that
punishes innovation and imperils man-
ufacturing jobs at companies like B.
Braun and Olympus in my congres-
sional district. In fact, many of them
refer to this tax as the death tax. When
is enough enough?

——

LET US GO FORWARD; LET US
NOT GO BACKWARD

(Mr. McCOTTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, we do
not live on a government-run globe; we
live in a people-powered world. The
massive, radical change that is pre-
sented by the health care bill brought
forward by this majority constitutes
the policies of the past.

Within the communications revolu-
tion in the globalized marketplace, one
thing is certain: human beings, at a
greater extent than at any other time
in history, are now able to control
more of their lives and their own deci-
sions. True health care reform must
not resist these times; they must meld
with these times. We need patient-cen-
tered wellness through transparency,
technology, and a humane and compas-
sionate understanding and help for our
fellow citizens. This bill will not do it.

Fundamentally, this bill will bury
the American people beneath Big Gov-
ernment at the very time they have a
greater chance of empowering them-
selves and making their own decisions.
Let us go forward; let us not go back-
ward.

———

REPUBLICANS HAVE A BILL

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, we
heard a good friend across the aisle
just a little bit ago say, Hey, where is
the Republican bill? You don’t have
one scored by CBO? Well, I'm sure he
didn’t know, but some of us have bills,
we have many bills. I’ve been trying for
215 months to get a score from CBO,
but I’'ve been shut out. I haven’t been
able to get a score. And it is a bill that
will give coverage to everyone; it will
make sure seniors have complete cov-
erage like they’ve never had before; it
would be a savings for people.

But the Democrats have a bill. They
cut a deal with pharmaceuticals, forc-
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ing people with HSA to buy prescrip-
tions instead of over the counter, cut a
deal with some insurance companies so
they will have liability limitations, cut
a deal where States will be bribed to
eliminate caps on attorneys’ fees and
caps on damages, cut a deal with
unions. It appears that there’s not ade-
quate requirements for identification,
then it’s a deal for illegals, and also for
abortion.

This is not the bill we should be sup-
porting. Let’s get a new bill. We’ve got
it.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
they say the definition of insanity is
trying the same thing over and over
again and expecting a different result,
which perfectly describes the House
Democrats’ health care reform bill.

For months now, I have been trying
to explain in every forum possible how
this bill is taking the worst parts of
the universal health programs in Ten-
nessee and Massachusetts and com-
bining them into one monstrosity of a
program. Unfortunately, passing the-
ory that sounds good but has failed is
more important to our Democratic col-
leagues than actually getting reforms
that work.

This is why it matters: the reforms
being proposed will decrease access, de-
crease quality and increase cost of care
for the vast majority of Americans. I
can say this unequivocally as a physi-
cian and as a Tennessee resident who
has experienced TennCare firsthand.
Small businesses that are dealing with
the worst recession in years will have
to lay off workers and cut back on
wages to deal with these new man-
dates. Individuals who are scrimping
and saving to get by will see their
taxes and costs increase.

Some good will come of this bill, but
the bad results that we know from ex-
perience will happen should be reason
enough to scrap this bill and try to
agree on a bipartisan bill that will
work.

———
0 1400
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, one of
the most troubling realities of the
Nancy Pelosi health care bill is a new
tax on medical devices. The so-called
wheelchair tax imposes a new 2.5 per-
cent tax increase at the very time
American families don’t need and don’t
want a tax increase.

Yes, the Pelosi bill includes a new 2.5
percent excise tax on the sale of med-
ical devices in the United States. It
will cover everything from bandages to
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prosthetics, from glucose monitors to
crutches, from hearing aids to pace-
makers, and even thermometers to sy-
ringes.

Weren’t we told that there wouldn’t
be even one dime—not one dime—of a
tax increase for those earning less than
$250,000 a year?

This bill adds a tax increase that will
hit each and every American. It will af-
fect jobs in this country, and it will af-
fect your ability to buy the very things
that you need for your children, for
your parents, for your own families.

Think about all of the medical de-
vices that you use within your family.

——

H.R. 3962—THE AFFORDABLE
HEALTH CARE FOR AMERICA ACT

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to oppose Speaker PELOSI'S gov-
ernment takeover of health care.

This bill, which weighs in at nearly
2,000 pages and at more than 20 pounds,
will raise taxes on individuals and
small businesses, cut health care for
seniors, raise health care premiums,
ration care, and give Federal bureau-
crats more power over decisions that
should be made by our constituents
and by their doctors. The bill raises
taxes by $730 billion, and it costs near-
ly $1.3 trillion. We literally cannot af-
ford this government takeover of
health care. There is a better way.

We should, instead, be lowering
health care costs by enacting medical
liability reform, strengthening associa-
tion health plans, allowing the pur-
chase of health insurance across State
lines, and eliminating waste, fraud, and
abuse in Federal health care programs.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
oppose Speaker PELOSI’s health care
bill.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. LUETKEMEYER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker,
as we continue to discuss the health
care bill, this monstrous health care
bill, one thing is clear: American fami-
lies simply cannot afford this attempt
at a government takeover of health
care.

The proposed plan is the wrong pre-
scription for our country. This mon-
strous piece of legislation is a prescrip-
tion for tax increases and for job loss,
but most importantly and unfortu-
nately, with the government’s dic-
tating health care terms and choices,
we’re going to see a lower standard of
care for our families.

By forcing this mammoth overhaul
on hardworking Americans, this major-
ity is hoping to create a health care
system that increases taxes on small
businesses, that reduces benefits for
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seniors, and that piles insurmountable
debt upon our children.

Republicans have offered a more re-
sponsible, incremental approach to im-
prove our health care system in a way
that controls costs and that provides
the quality of care that Americans de-
serve.

Despite months of town hall meet-
ings at which millions of Americans
voiced their opposition to a govern-
ment takeover of health care, the ma-
jority still doesn’t get it. The Amer-
ican people deserve more. They want
more.

————
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, as we
enter now an historic moment in our
country’s progress towards creating a
fair, a more just, and a better economy
for ourselves and for our children, I
want to offer for the record a quote—a
fee quote—from a business in my dis-
trict with 60 employees which under-
lines why we need to move forward.
This is one of the good guys. He em-
ploys 60 people with good wages and
benefits, and for 2010, he has been told
that his health insurance premiums are
going up 32 percent.

We have heard for months now about
how we’re moving too fast and about
how we’ve got to take our time, but the
fact of the matter is that it is time to
act so we can have an economy that
can address creating new jobs without
taking on enormous new benefit costs,
which is the reality today, particularly
for small businesses and for the self-
employed.

If you care about growing this econ-
omy, if you care about giving the risk-
takers of America the opportunity to
go out and to pursue their dreams, we
have got to create a stable market-
place, which H.R. 3692 will do with a
national health insurance purchasing
exchange.

————
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, the
Pelosi health care plan raises pre-
miums, raises taxes, cuts Medicare,
and costs over $1 trillion. If you need
more reasons to be concerned about it,
there are 1,990 pages that will give you
all kinds of excuses.

The good news is they’re about 20
votes short. The bad news is it’s time
to make a deal in Washington. So, if
you’re a swing Democrat and if you
need a road or a bridge or a new build-
ing or a Federal earmark in your dis-
trict, walk down the hall, see the
Speaker, put your vote on the bar-
gaining block, and you, too, can be won
over in terms of government-sponsored
health care.
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This is no way to run a republic.
There are alternatives—targeted, mar-
ket-oriented reforms that will not raise
taxes and that will not cut Medicare.

————

SELF-DEFENSE IS NOT A CRIME
AGAINST HUMANITY

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of House Reso-
lution 867, which opposes the enforce-
ment and further consideration of the
Goldstone Report.

I have been to Gaza. I have seen the
desolation and poverty in which the
people of Gaza survive. I have also been
to Israel. I have seen Sderot, which is
where civilians have been hammered
relentlessly by rockets from Gaza. I
have seen the fortified recreation cen-
ter there, complete with bomb shel-
ters—the only place children feel safe
to play.

This decades-old battle is complex,
and it deserves to be examined, but
what we cannot do is turn the victims
into the perpetrators. We cannot forget
history. For 8 years, Hamas has con-
tinuously fired thousands of rockets at
innocent Israeli civilians. Israel finally
struck back, defending itself against an
opportunistic enemy.

I am grateful to Chairman BERMAN
for his leadership on this issue.

Note: Self-defense is not a crime
against humanity, and we must not let
a deeply flawed report destroy progress
made in the peace process.

—————

H.R. 2607—THE SMALL BUSINESS
HEALTH FAIRNESS BILL

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this week, the House is going
to vote on the Democrats’ latest plan
for Pelosi’s government-run health in-
surance. The bill is 2,000 pages long,
weighs 20 pounds, and costs more than
$1 trillion. With over 400,000 words in
it, that comes out to $2.5 million a
word. The bill creates 111 new bureauc-
racies which will decide what kind of
government-approved health care is
best for your family and you.

Speaker PELOSI wants America to be-
lieve this is the only way to reform
health care, but I know there is a bet-
ter solution. That’s why I introduced
the Small Business Health Fairness
bill. My bill, H.R. 2607, allows small
businesses to band together to pur-
chase health insurance so they can
enjoy the same bargaining power that
large corporations and labor unions
have at the purchasing table.

We know that buying in bulk reduces
the price tag, and health care is no dif-
ferent. Government-forced health care
is not the way to solve the problem.
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HEALTH CARE

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, in our
efforts to reform our Nation’s health
care system, it seems like a lot of dif-
ferent solutions have arisen, and now
we know what the insurance compa-
nies’ solution is. It’s the 32 percent so-
lution.

You heard my colleague Mr.
COURTNEY talk about one of his con-
stituents. I'd like to read you a little
bit of a letter from one of mine—a let-
ter from Gregg Wagner, a Realtor in
Louisville:

“Today, I received my annual pre-
mium increase. My new premium with
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield in-
creased 32 percent. I have an individual
policy with a $2,500 deductible. It is in-
teresting to note that Anthem did not
spend one penny on me in the last year.
Nothing. This has followed 15-25 per-
cent increases in the last 8 years. This
is one of the reasons that 30 percent of
Realtors in the United States do not
have health insurance.”’

Mr. Wagner, the Realtors are not
alone. Millions of Americans face this
unsustainable health insurance system
where, if they can get coverage, it’s
pricing itself beyond their reach. We
need change. We need competition and
choice. That’s what the Affordable
Health Care for America Act does.

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, if you were to
write a reform of the health care sys-
tem for America, you wouldn’t have
the Pelosi bill. If you were to write the
health care bill for liberal San Fran-
cisco, you’d have the Pelosi bill.

Why?

It would cost too much. It would tax
too much. It would be heavy on govern-
ment. It would be wild on bureaucracy.
It would contain 3,425 separate uses of
the word ‘‘mandate.” 3,425 times the
government is going to tell you what
to do. 3,425 times we’re giving power to
the Federal Government to get be-
tween you and your government.

In America, it makes no sense. It
may make sense in liberal San Fran-
cisco, but in my district, it doesn’t.
For the rest of the United States, it
doesn’t. Let’s save America from this
fate. Let’s save the American system.

——————

HEALTH REFORM

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as this
House, this Congress, takes up the de-
bate during this historic opportunity
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to address and to fix our Nation’s
health care crisis by passing universal
health care, I'd like to take a minute
to talk about a family from Rhode Is-
land.

Barbara, from Cranston, is a devoted
mother of two remarkable boys, one of
whom has hemophilia. A 3-month sup-
ply of his life-sustaining medication
costs $60,000, never mind the costs of
doctor visits or of hospitalizations. She
came to my office to advocate for her
son, casting little attention to her own
condition—multiple sclerosis. Despite
her challenges, she knows she is one of
the lucky ones because she has insur-
ance coverage, but without health care
reform, she is forever held hostage by
insurance companies’ annual and life-
time caps and by barriers on pre-
existing conditions.

There are countless families like
Barbara’s who are struggling to afford
to keep the coverage that they have or
who are struggling to afford to get cov-
erage in the first place.

It is time to pass health insurance re-
form. The bill before us is fundamen-
tally going to change the system in
America from health care’s being a
privilege for only those who can afford
it to its being a right for everyone. We
need to act now.

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. CARTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, as we de-
bate this great debate, with regard to
one thing, we’re not keeping our eye on
the ball. This is about people.

In 1965, I was in northern Europe,
working for a group that was laying a
pipeline across northern Europe. I got
my nose broken and I got sent to the
doctor. They had government-run,
Pelosi-style health care. I stood in line
for 2% hours to reach the doctor. I
went into a nurse’s room and told her
my name. She passed it through an-
other window to a doctor. I walked in
the doctor’s office.

He said, What’s wrong with you?

I said, I think my nose is broken.

He grabbed it and wiggled it. It start-
ed to bleed. He said, It’s broken. Go
through that door.

I walked through that door. They
handed me a prescription, and I walked
out. Everybody who stood in line for
2% hours got the same style of health
care.

Americans want relationships with
their doctors—with their doctors.
That’s not the health care Americans
want, but that’s the Pelosi health care
plan, and that’s the future of health
care in America if we go forward with
this government-run, Pelosi-style
health care. This is something Ameri-
cans should stand up against.
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HEALTH CARE

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, it’s hard
to reform health care. You have got to
take on some of those powerful special
interests in America. Perhaps that’s
why it’s been 139 days since the Repub-
lican leadership announced they would
have an alternative, but they don’t
have one yet.

Perhaps it’s because at the heart of
this is the insurance industry. Most
people don’t know, but the Republicans
do know very well.

The health insurance industry is ex-
empt from antitrust law. They do not
have to play by the same rules as any
other American business. They can and
do collude to jack up rates. They can
and do collude to divide markets and
exclude competition.

They can do anything they want, and
it’s legal. They are outside the anti-
trust law of the United States of Amer-
ica. The Democratic bill will repeal
this unfair antitrust exemption, bring
real competition to this industry for
the first time since the 1940s. The Re-
publicans don’t want to touch that
with a 100-foot pole or maybe a $10,000
contribution.

———

IMPACT ON PHYSICIAN-OWNED
HOSPITALS

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3962,
the Pelosi health care bill, would have
a significant impact on the Texas econ-
omy and existing physician-owned hos-
pitals and the quality of health care in
my home State of Texas.

Texas leads the Nation with 50 physi-
cian-owned hospitals. But under this
bill, these hospitals will be prohibited
from adding beds or otherwise increas-
ing capacity. Medicare payments to
any new doctor-owned hospitals would
be prohibited.

According to a January 2009 study by
Health Economics’ Study Group, physi-
cian-owned hospitals employ over
22,000 Texans and have a net economic
impact of $2.3 billion on the Texas
economy. The Pelosi health care bill
will have a significant impact on the
economy and, more importantly, the
quality of care that these hospitals
provide our communities.

It’s wrong to pay for government
health care by punishing these pro-
viders.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, 90 percent of the children of
America, at some point in their life-
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time, certain populations of the chil-
dren will be on food stamps.

I am very proud of Speaker PELOSI.
This is not Pelosi health care; this is
America’s health care. This is the
input of Americans from all around the
Nation. Ninety-six percent of Ameri-
cans will be covered by this health
care, and no woman will be denied in-
surance because of a preexisting condi-
tion such as pregnancy.

What an outrage. I have been work-
ing on the physician-owned hospitals
issue now for almost 4 years. We are
engaged in providing opportunities for
physician-owned hospitals to expand,
to be able to provide services for gen-
eral acute care services in this bill.

I know we are going to be victorious.
I know that the hospitals need to be
covered. I know that we are not going
to lose jobs.

This is a bill that serves all of Amer-
ica. I am glad that my colleague had
the opportunity to be in European-
style health care. That is not what it
is, but it is going to allow people in
America to live, and not the 18,000 that
die every year because they do not
have health insurance.

Pass health reform now.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
speak about the majority’s move to
overhaul our health care system this
week.

From what I can see, Mr. Speaker,
the version of health care reform that
this majority is bringing forward is a
horrible, horrible step. The bill is
something unseen before; it’s a trillion-
dollar attempt to overhaul the system
we know with one that we don’t.

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans will
stand united against this bill. Mr.
Speaker, we will do so because, one,
the American people have spoken out,
and they see that this is an extreme at-
tempt to try to address what’s really
wrong with our system, and it doesn’t
match what the mainstream common-
sense American wants.

Number two, Mr. Speaker, contrary
to the suggestions on the other side, we
do have a better way. We will be offer-
ing our Republican plan. That plan will
reduce health care costs. It is well doc-
umented. The majority is unconcerned
about reducing costs for the people who
have insurance in this country.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. RADANOVICH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, The Wall Street Journal ran an
editorial on the Speaker’s health care
bill entitled ‘“The Worst Bill Ever,” an
understatement, to say the least.

To quote The Wall Street Journal:
“Mrs. Pelosi’s handiwork ranks with
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the Smoot-Hawley tariff and FDR’s Na-
tional Industrial Recovery Act as
among the worst bills Congress has
ever seriously contemplated.” Let’s
make no mistake, the Democrats’ gov-
ernment takeover of the health care in-
dustry is an attempt to finish what
FDR and the Progressives could not, a
cradle-to-grave omnipotent govern-
ment. It will extend the recession just
as surely as FDR’s programs prolonged
the Great Depression.

The middle class and small busi-
nesses will bear the brunt of govern-
ment’s takeover of 16 percent of our
economy to the tune of almost $730 bil-
lion in new taxes and an additional $1.2
trillion in new spending. One thing is
for sure, Mr. Speaker, America is get-
ting sick, sick of this Congress’ govern-
ment-knows-best attitude.

———
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. LEE of New York asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. LEE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
let’s look at the numbers on the Demo-
cratic health care bill being rammed
through Congress this week.

At almost 2,000 pages, this new bill
creates 111 new offices, commissions,
programs and bureaucracies. It creates
more than 3,400 new duties for bureau-
crats in Washington. It also will elimi-
nate millions of jobs in the private sec-
tor and an unprecedented expansion of
the Federal bureaucracy.

Instead of listening to what Ameri-
cans want and working on meaningful
reform, the Democratic leadership
came up with a bill that will cost tax-
payers more than $1.2 trillion and do
nothing to make health care more af-
fordable in this country. This is on top
of the $9 ftrillion deficit we are ex-
pected to have over the next decade in
this country.

Controlling costs should be our num-
ber one priority for this administra-
tion. Unfortunately, my colleagues
from across the aisle continue to ig-
nore meaningful, medical liability re-
form, which this year alone could save
over $11 billion. We should be listening
to what the American public wants and
is demanding: real tangible methods of
reform.

———
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, last week, the
Speaker introduced her so-called
health reform bill that will cost over
$1.2 trillion and will be paid for by mas-
sive taxes on small business and cuts
to Medicare.

With unemployment at 10 percent
and small businesses throughout the
country struggling to survive, it is ir-
responsible to pass legislation that will
place a higher tax burden on small
businesses. President Obama has
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pledged to let the Bush tax cuts expire.
So small businesses can expect at least
two tax hits in 2 years.

A radio journalist from back home
asked me this morning if measures are
being taken in Congress to alleviate
unemployment. My reply was, no, un-
fortunately there is a kind of war on
free enterprise going on in Washington
right now. Until that war is ended, un-
employment will not drop. We should
be encouraging job growth and not de-
stroying jobs with bills like this so-
called health reform.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. GOODLATTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, the
reviews are starting to come in on
House Speaker NANCY PELOSI’s health
care reform proposal, and those reviews
are pretty serious.

In my home State, the Richmond
Times Dispatch calls the bill gro-
tesque; but perhaps the best descrip-
tion that I have seen, the most accu-
rate description I have seen, is in The
Wall Street Journal, that wrote an edi-
torial on Sunday calling this legisla-
tion the worst bill ever.

How could anyone conclude other-
wise? This 1,990-page runaway train of
more than 400,000 words, creating more
than 53 new government agencies and
programs, is not the change that the
American people asked for. This bill is
going to raise the cost of health care to
the overwhelming majority of Ameri-
cans. It’s going to make our health
care system more complicated than it
already is, more costly than it already
is.

There are simple reforms that we
could adopt if we would pay attention
to what the American people want.

———

DEMOCRATS’ HEALTH CARE BILL

(Mr. BROWN of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today on behalf of all
South Carolinians who will be harmed
by the Democrats’ $1.3 trillion pro-
posed health care bill, H.R. 3962.

The majority’s health care bill will
increase the health care costs, use tax-
payers’ dollars to pay for abortions and
create bigger government in the form
of 111 new bureaucrats. Worse yet, in
the First District of South Carolina,
this bill would increase taxes for 8,700
small businesses, cut benefits for over
11,000 seniors and burden South Caro-
linian veterans with a debt that they
will never be able to repay.

Republicans have focused on the con-
cerns of the American people and have
created a strong Republican alter-
native that advocates smaller govern-
ment and increases health care cov-
erage while decreasing costs. The
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Democrats in Congress must listen to
the people and work with us to create
a health care plan that South Caro-
linians and all American families want
and need.

————
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. PLATTS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, in my dis-
trict, I am often asked do I think
health care reform will pass this ses-
sion. My answer is always, I certainly
hope so. The status quo should be unac-
ceptable to everyone.

However, Speaker PELOSI’s reform
proposal is not the right reform. Our
overriding principle should be first ‘‘do
no harm.” Unfortunately, in my hum-
ble opinion, Speaker PELOSI’s proposal
will do significant harm.

Just two examples: The Speaker’s
proposal seeks to cut funding from
Medicare by over $400 billion, making
access to quality health care more dif-
ficult for our Nation’s senior citizens.
Second, it raises taxes on small busi-
nesses, making it more difficult for
employers to cover their employees
with health insurance.

There is a better way. The Repub-
lican alternative is about lowering the
cost of health care for all Americans,
about ensuring the portability of
health insurance, and ending the denial
of health insurance due to preexisting
conditions. Remember, first do no
harm.

————
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, the Pelosi health care bill
raises taxes, especially on small busi-
nesses. Small businesses will be hit
with up to an 8 percent surcharge for
those who cannot afford health insur-
ance.

Mr. Speaker, the Pelosi health care
bill cuts Medicare and reduces benefits
to seniors. The 10 million seniors who
now enjoy coverage under the Medicare
Advantage program will lose that cov-
erage.

Mr. Speaker, the Pelosi health care
plan will add to the government’s long-
term deficit problems. It plants the
seeds for a number of entitlement pro-
grams that will never in the long run
be paid for but will add to the Nation’s
debt. Mr. Speaker, the Pelosi health
care bill is 1,990 pages, a government
takeover of the health care system.

Mr. Speaker, I would urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘“‘no” on the Pelosi
health care plan. Let’s mend our cur-
rent health care system. Let’s not end
it.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, with
the new health care bill that spends $1
trillion and creates over 100 new bu-
reaucracies and projects, I believe all
the focus is in the wrong place.

The bill still raises taxes on small
business, hitting many with a 5.4 per-
cent surtax when they are struggling
in a tough economy. The bill imposes a
new tax on medical devices, which will
increase costs for patients by adding
costs on hearing aids, bandages, and
wheelchairs. This will also result in
lost jobs for medical technology com-
panies that employ over 20,000 people
in my State of Minnesota.

The bill will hurt seniors with $500
billion of cuts to Medicare, including
eliminating Medicare Advantage pro-
grams for over 19,000 seniors in my dis-
trict. Mr. Speaker, we shouldn’t ram
through a 2,000-page bill on the backs
of small businesses and seniors.

There is a better way. We should be
working on commonsense reforms that
will actually lower premiums for fami-
lies, individuals, and small businesses.

———————

GOLDSTONE REPORT

(Mr. MCMAHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCMAHON. Mr. Speaker, I stand
in strong support of House Resolution
687, which condemns the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council-passed
Resolution 9/1..1 and the fact-finding
mission which led to the Goldstone Re-
port. The lopsidedly anti-Israel
Goldstone Report blatantly ignored so
much of what came before Operation
Cast Lead.

Palestinian troops, including Hamas,
have been responsible for launching
more than 10,000 rockets and mortars
at Israeli cities. In November 2008
alone, over 120 rockets and mortars
were fired at Israeli cities, injuring
hundreds of ©people. Furthermore,
Israel did all it could to avoid causing
civilian casualties and Hamas did all it
could to cause them. Goldstone’s mis-
sion failed because this simple truth
was never acknowledged, confirmed or
written.

Israel is our fellow democracy, our
true and tried ally. Supporting it is es-
sential to the stability of the Middle
East.

Any democracy that chooses to treat
Israel as a suspect state to impose on
Israel false accusations and daunting
deadlines for a peace agreement should
know that its actions ultimately do
damage to the shared values that all
democracies espouse.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Congress of
the United States to stand against the
Goldstone Report.

—————
0 1430
THE TALE OF TWO LAWS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker:

It came on two pages,

It has withstood the ages;

The word ‘‘shall,” is only 10 times
mentioned,

But enough to get one’s attention.

No taxes did this law raise,

To this day it continues to create
much praise;

Two great religions does it claim,

The ‘“‘Law of the Ten Command-
ments’’ is its name.

A current writing, 1,990 pages long,

Has a socialist philosophy that is all
wrong;

Difficult for the people to under-
stand,
And troubling what big government
doth demand.
Over 3,445
shout,

New massive taxes does it proudly
tout;

Written in secret by the bureaucrats,

For exclusive use of the taxacrats.

The Congressional bill called ‘‘Health
Care Reform,”’

Is illusionary, the authors are still
ill-informed;

Government ought not take over
America’s health biz,

And that’s just the way it is.

‘‘shalls’” it does loudly

————

PROVIDING HEALTH CARE TO ALL
AMERICANS

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ENGEL. Well, as President Ron-
ald Reagan used to say, there you go
again. The same crowd that opposed
Medicare and Medicaid in the 1960s,
who told us that that would bring so-
cialized medicine to the United States,
are now opposing health care for all,
saying once again it will bring social-
ized medicine and all kinds of ills.

We have 46 million or 47 million
Americans that don’t have health cov-
erage, and that will grow to 50 million,
60 million, and 70 million, so peobple
that have coverage now will lose their
coverage if we do nothing.

So this Democratic majority is going
to do something. We are going to pass
a comprehensive health care bill that
will ensure that virtually all Ameri-
cans will have health care. We are
going to pass a bill that will make sure
that the insurance companies can’t
refuse to cover you because they say
you have a preexisting condition. We
are going to make it so the insurance
companies don’t continue to collude
amongst themselves to keep health
care premiums high. We are going to
make it so that we have affordable
health care for all for the American
people.

The American people should reject
the lies and scares and fear tactics. We
are going to have health care for all,
and it is going to be good for the Amer-
ican people.
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DOING BETTER ON HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, a couple
of minutes ago there was a Member on
the Democratic side who I sensed had a
twinkle in his eye when he was trying
to make the assertion that there were
no Republican alternatives to this bill,
because anybody that has been around
this place knows that that is a joke.
There are 50 Republican bills and 100
amendments that were offered by Re-
publicans, so the notion that the GOP
is showing up late is complete non-
sense, and I think the twinkle in the
eye is witness to that.

But here is the part that is no joke.
The part that is no joke is that this
bill, Mr. Speaker, creates 111 new bu-
reaucracies that Speaker PELOSI is
going to foist on our constituents.

We all know what it is like to get the
constituent panic call when they can’t
navigate through some labyrinthian
bureaucracy, and now there is going to
be 111 new offices, departments, com-
missions and so forth that our con-
stituents are going to have to deal
with. They are ill-equipped to deal with
an aggressive Federal Government that
is going to take over one-sixth of the
economy.

We can do better. Let’s vote against
this bill.

——————

A BETTER WAY TO REFORM
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. HENSARLING asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker,
there are so many different reasons
why the American people are opposing
the ‘‘Pelosi Government Takeover of
Your Health Care’ bill: 111 different of-
fices, bureaus, commissions, and pro-
grams to get between you and your
doctor, preventing you from getting
the health care you need when you
need it; 3,425 uses of the word ‘‘shall,”
to ensure that bureaucrats take away
your choices and drive up your health
care costs; $150 billion cut from the
Medicare Advantage program, endan-
gering seniors who rely upon the pro-
gram.

But, Mr. Speaker, let me give you 1
trillion more reasons to oppose this
plan: a minimum $1 trillion cost, on a
country that is already going bank-
rupt. We have had our first $1 trillion
deficit. Under President Obama, we
will triple—triple—the national debt in
just the next 10 years.

Mr. Speaker, you cannot improve a
nation’s health care by bankrupting it,
its families, and its children. This must
be rejected.

———

PROVIDING HEALTH CARE THAT

AMERICANS DESERVE

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McHENRY. Mr. Speaker, the
American people continue to reject the
notion that when it comes to health
care, government knows best. Except
this Congress and this Speaker of the
House reject that. They say govern-
ment can do whatever it darn well
pleases. So we are presented with a
1,990-page bill that redefines health
care and one-sixth of our economy.

Hundreds of millions of Americans
will be forced out of their current
plans. Medicare cuts will mean fewer
benefits to seniors. Bureaucrats will re-
strict health care services. Taxpayers
will fund abortion. Illegal immigrants
will receive taxpayer-funded benefits.
Federal and State taxes will go up as a
result, and furthermore, the cost to
health care will continue to rise.

There is a better way, a different
plan than the Pelosi health care bill.
That is what I will support. It will con-
trol the cost of health care by capping
medical malpractice lawsuits and help
individuals get the type of health care
that they truly deserve.

————

IN SUPPORT OF THE AFFORDABLE
HEALTH CARE FOR AMERICA ACT

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Affordable
Health Care for America Act. This bill
represents tireless negotiation, com-
promise, and input from Americans all
across the country. We have been try-
ing to reform our health care system
since Harry Truman’s Presidency, so
this bill by no means represents brand
new ideas; rather, it has been a work in
progress for decades.

Attempts to reform our health care
system in the past have failed because
of false claims that this is socialized
medicine. And, of course, these are the
same arguments that the bill’s oppo-
nents are making today. But it won’t
work this time because the American
people are tired of unaffordable pre-
miums, of unfairly losing coverage, and
the fine print that prevents them from
getting the care they need. It gives the
power back to the patient by creating
a more transparent, more competitive
health insurance market.

In a country as wealthy as ours, no
one should have to face losing their life
or seriously compromising their health
because they cannot access, cannot af-
ford, or have been denied health care
coverage.

————

REFORMING HEALTH CARE IN AN
UNDERSTANDABLE WAY

(Mrs. EMERSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, before
we debate the 1,990-page health care
bill that my colleagues and I are all
trying to read this week, let me share
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with you how this bill defines a check-
up, known in this legislation as a ‘‘pri-
mary care service.” I will quote from
page 1,056.

“The term ‘primary care services’
means evaluation and management
services, without regard to the spe-
cialty of the physician furnishing the
services, that are procedure codes (for
services covered under title XVIII) for
services in the category designated
Evaluation and Management in the
Health Care Common Procedure Coding
System (established by the Secretary
under section 1848(c)(5) as of December
31, 2009, and as subsequently modified
by the Secretary).”

Now, that is a checkup. And all that
section of the bill really says is we are
going to define it in the future.

If T have time, Mr. Speaker, I try to
read every bill, and as this legislation
goes, it is pretty darn complicated. But
what we need to accomplish is very
simple: We need to lower the costs of
health care in order to improve access
to the system. It doesn’t take 1,990
pages. We could do it in 19 pages. And
we ought to do it in terms that the
American public can understand.

———

DEMAND FEDERAL FUNDING FOR
ABORTION BE BANNED IN ANY
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, the administration and
congressional Democrats are currently
wheeling and dealing behind closed
doors attempting a government take-
over of our Nation’s health care sys-
tem. Additionally, the Democrat
scheme provides a back door to allow
for the government funding of abor-
tion.

Since 1976, Federal funds have been
barred from being used for abortions,
and Democrats are refusing to continue
this policy. Some of my colleagues will
tell you their plan doesn’t fund abor-
tion, yet, on page 171, section 303 states
that at least one plan participating
through the new government-run ex-
change must cover abortion services.
In addition, the bill contains explicit
language saying ‘‘nothing in this act
shall be construed as preventing’ the
public option from paying for all elec-
tive abortions.

The public option will be a Federal
program using Federal funds. The
American taxpayers will be forced to
send part of their hard-earned dollars
to Washington every year to end the
life of an unborn child.

I call on my colleagues in this House
to demand that Federal funding for
abortion is banned in any and all forms
of health care funding.

———————

STRENGTHENING HEALTH CARE
SYSTEM THE RIGHT WAY
(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, isn’t it
ironic that as many Americans are
celebrating the freedom to choose by
casting votes across America on this
electi