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works in Knight's Ferry. In the late 1850s,
David Locke built a flour mill at Knight's Ferry.
The mill was destroyed by a flood in 1862, but
was rebuilt by David Tulloch in 1866. Charles
Tulloch, David’s son, assumed management
of the mill and purchased the miner's canal
and water rights so he could extend the canal
and sell the water to irrigate six thousand
acres near Oakdale and Valley Home.

In 1887, the Wright Irrigation Act was ap-
proved by the California State Legislature and
signed into law, giving water districts eminent
domain rights, authority to issue bonds and to
tax properties for the construction, mainte-
nance and operations of irrigation works. In
1890, the Oakdale Irrigation Company began
to work on an eleven mile long canal near
Knights Ferry. A few years later the
Stanislaus Power and Water Company, head-
ed by Mr. Tulloch, took over the irrigation
company works. In 1909, Oakdale citizens
held a town hall meeting to demand their own
irrigation system; the land was surveyed and
the district boundaries were established. With
this completed, the Stanislaus County Board
of Supervisors authorized an election in
Oakdale; the people voted 849 to 27 to create
the Oakdale Irrigation District. On November
1, 1909, the Oakdale Irrigation District, OID,
was formally established.

In 1910, the OID partnered with the South
San Joaquin Irrigation District (SSJID) to joint-
ly purchase the “Tulloch System” for six hun-
dred and fifty thousand dollars. The two dis-
tricts agreed on equal water rights, totaling
over nine hundred second-feet of natural flow
diversion. Since 1912, the OID and the SSJID
have jointly constructed five dams on the
Stanislaus River. The first was Goodwin Dam
constructed at a cost of $325,000.

The Melones Dam was completed in 1926,
providing 112,500 acre-feet of water storage.
Completed in 1957, the Tri-Dam project, in-
cluding the Donnells, Beardsley and Tulloch
Dams, added 230,400 acre-feet of storage ca-
pacity to the watershed and a combined
power generation capacity of eighty-one thou-
sand kilowatts. Along with these storage facili-
ties the OID built approximately three hundred
and fifty miles of canals and laterals to supply
water to users throughout the district. Com-
pleted in 1984, the Sand Bar Hydroelectric
powerhouse added over sixteen thousand kilo-
watts of power for the district.

In 2004, the OID launched a major Water
Resource Plan to study means to repair, re-
build, and modernize the old and outdated
system. The plan’s overall goal was to protect
the OID’s water rights while enhancing the
system and improving services. The Plan has
led to major rehabilitation efforts that continue
today.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate the Oakdale Irrigation District
on 100 years of development and service
within its region. | invite my colleagues to join
me in wishing the Oakdale Irrigation District
many years of continued success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 5, 2009

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, | re-
gret that | missed rollcall votes Nos. 832—-841.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall votes 832-837 and votes 839-841.
On rollcall vote No. 838, | would have voted
“nay.”

———

AVA SUZANNE CULVER MAKES
HER MARK ON THE WORLD

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 5, 2009

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Chad and April Culver
on the birth of their daughter, Ava Suzanne
Culver. Ava was born yesterday, Wednesday,
November 4, 2009. She weighed 7 pounds
and 14 ounces and measured 22 inches long.
My wife Faye joins me in wishing Chad and
April, and Avery’s grandparents Durwood and
Vickie Stephenson, great happiness upon this
new addition to their family.

As the father of three, | know the joy and
pride that Chad and April feel at this special
time. Children remind us of the incredible mir-
acle of life, and they keep us young at heart.
Every day they show us a new way to view
the world. | know the Culvers look forward to
the changes and challenges that their new
daughter will bring to their lives while taking
pleasure in the many rewards they are sure to
receive as they watch Ava grow.

| welcome young Ava into the world and
wish Chad and April all the best.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN OVERINGTON

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 5, 2009

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor John Overington as he becomes the
first member to reach 25 years of service in
the West Virginia House of Delegates.

First elected to represent the 55th District of
West Virginia in 1984, John has spent the
past 25 years working tirelessly to address the
needs of Berkeley County. He has become re-
vered for his public service while successfully
bringing results through his leadership and in-
volvement with numerous community organi-
zations. Working on many vital pieces of legis-
lation, John has assured that the best inter-
ests of West Virginia are at the forefront.

John is involved in countless organizations
and has received several recognitions for his
efforts, including Martinsburg-Berkeley County
Chamber of Commerce Outstanding Chairman
Award in 1988. | know his involvement in the
Bedington Ruritan Club is very special to him,
where his passionate support has helped
achieve fellowship, goodwill, and community
service in the area.

It is an honor to congratulate such a distin-
guished public servant for his years of service
and contribution to Berkeley County and the
State of West Virginia. I'm proud to call John
a friend and fellow West Virginian.

November 5, 2009
IN HONOR OF BILL POOLE

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 5, 2009

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, many years
ago on a high mountain lake, two young boys
were catching trout from a small rowboat,
using corn kernels for bait. The “captain” of
this ten-foot boat was a wiry, older guy with an
ageless face and a direct manner. He was all
business.

“Keep your rod tip up. You're hooked into a
monster,” he commanded. The boy let out a
whoop as the “monster,” a twelve-inch rain-
bow trout, broke the surface of the lake.

That boy was me. The other boy was my
brother Sam, who is now serving in Iraq.

The captain of the rowboat was Bill Poole
who, on this and other occasions, made life
very exciting for us. Sadly, Bill lost his battle
with cancer last month.

After our first experience together, | would
learn that Bill was a legendary outdoorsman
and sport fishing captain, whose “monsters”
were fish that weighed in at hundreds of
pounds, whose fishing trips were 1,000 mile
sojourns, and whose boats were the standard
for the sport fishing industry.

But on that day, Bill was exhibiting the qual-
ity that made so many San Diegans and out-
doorsmen from around the world want to be
near him. He radiated outdoor excitement and
anticipation. Bill Poole was fun. For us kids,
his mock sternness would half-frighten us and
then melt into a big smile as he showed us
“the right way to do it.”

Bill represented the fabulous outdoor dimen-
sion of our San Diego community. Early on he
recognized the treasure that the fishing
grounds of California and Baja California of-
fered to outdoorsmen who wanted their fishing
trip to be a real adventure. He was the father
of long-range sport fishing in San Diego. His
talent for finding big fish was legendary. His
integrity was stainless, and his personality
pulled people of all ages to him like a giant
magnet.

One of those people was his wife Ingrid. A
combination of beauty and purpose, she
shared Bill's life on a thousand outdoor adven-
tures around the world. Together, and with
thousands of adventurous San Diego friends,
they made the Safari Club a wellspring of con-
servation and outdoor fun.

When the Hunter family was going on a
hunting trip, Dad would always make a swing
by Bill’'s house to “borrow” equipment. Bill
would ladle out gear and advice on our up-
coming outing, interspersed with comments
like “I'll never see this again.” Then he and
Dad would laugh. The gear would eventually
make it back to Bill's garage.

A new generation is charged with steward-
ship of the magnificent outdoors resource that
we call America. It's our job to keep our wa-
ters and land full of game and fish. As impor-
tant, it's our job to keep our wonderful re-
source open for enjoyment by our citizens and
their kids. Let's remember that enjoying that
resource was Bill's legacy, so that a hundred
years from now, a small boy can bring in a 12-
inch “monster” rainbow trout under of the en-
couragement of people just like Bill Poole.
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