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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, November 16, 2009, at 2 p.m.

The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable MARK
R. WARNER, a Senator from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, Creator and Sus-
tainer of humanity, as we continue to
try to understand the tragedy at Fort
Hood, our hearts ache for the victims,
so we turn toward You, our source of
hope. We find solace in knowing that
even when right seems defeated, it will
ultimately triumph over evil that
seems to have won.

Bless this land we love with a right-
eousness that provides a shield for our
Nation, saving us from regrets and
shame. Remind us that America’s
greatness resides in its goodness, for
sin is a reproach to any people.

Today, enable our lawmakers to be
examples of the integrity and goodness
that bring stability and security, as
You imbue their minds with Your vi-
sion of what we can become when we
seek first to do Your will.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MARK R. WARNER led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2009

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, November 9, 2009.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable MARK R. WARNER, a
Senator from the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, to perform the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNER thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

FORT HOOD SHOOTING

Mr. REID. Mr. President, our Nation
mourns every death of an American
servicemember. We grieve alongside
the families who sacrifice so much
while their loved ones serve and hurt
even more when loved ones give the ul-
timate sacrifice.

I can remember the many calls I have
made to Nevadans as a result of the
deaths of their loved ones in Iraq and
Afghanistan. They are difficult calls to
make when that Nevadan does not
come home.

I remember the first call. A young
man, a star athlete in high school, was
killed. I spoke with his coach, his
friend who took care of him. That was
the first. I remember the last, just a
couple of days ago, a death in Afghani-
stan.

We are especially heartbroken by last
week’s tragedy that occurred deep in
the heart of Texas. The entire Senate
sends its deepest condolences to those
who have lost mothers and fathers,
sons and daughters, husbands and
wives at Fort Hood. Our thoughts are
with the troops who have lost their
friends and fellow soldiers and those
who continue to heal as I speak. These
men and women died in the Soldier
Readiness Processing Center. This is
supposed to be the last place our troops
go before they are deployed, in this in-
stance to Afghanistan and Iraq. No one
ever suspects it will be the last place
they would ever go.

As we mourn, we honor the lives of
those who died on that base. We hope
for the full and speedy recovery of
those who have been injured, and we
are thankful for the men and women
who came to the aid of the wounded
and exhibited the kind of heroism that
makes our Armed Forces the best in
the world. And, of course, we are espe-
cially grateful to Kimberly Munley,
who stopped the gunman.

The 13 who died at Fort Hood were
from 11 different States, States that
border the Atlantic, the Pacific, and
the Great Lakes, States high in the
Rockies and in the Great Plains. These
public servants ranged in rank from
private to colonel and even included an

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

511259



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-08T11:44:07-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




