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any action possible to get us down to
that limit. That would include denying
all discretionary permit requests.

What else does it mean? It means,
under that mandate in the law, you can
bet that every leftwing environmental
group in the world, much less in this
country, will sue to block all economic
activity that requires discretionary
permits. Quite frankly, they will have
a very compelling case. They will point
to this legislative language, if it is en-
acted, and say: Time out. The Presi-
dent is not just authorized to do this,
the President is not just encouraged to
do this, the President is mandated to
take every action he can, which clearly
would include denying all discretionary
permits to push that curve, that green
curve, back down to 450 or as low as it
can go.

So what does that mean? That means
carbon credits are meaningless if you
need a discretionary permit for certain
economic activity or for any new eco-
nomic project. This is a very important
aspect of the bill. Again, it is in Kerry-
Boxer. Exactly the same language is
also in Waxman-Markey as it passed
the full House of Representatives.

This gives an enormous mandate to
the President of the United States to
absolutely take action once those glob-
al greenhouse gas emissions get above
450. So my message is clear, particu-
larly to the companies that have sup-
ported this legislation because they
have been assured certain carbon cred-
its.

The message is clear: Carbon credits
will not matter if any of your activi-
ties, if any of your new projects or pro-
posed projects requires any discre-
tionary Federal permit. To deliver that
message, crystal clear, to those compa-
nies, in particular, tomorrow I am
writing to a significant leading handful
of those companies that so far have
supported the legislation, pointing out
the enormous impact of those sections,
705 and 707, and asking them to focus
very clearly on what it means to their
projects, to their economic activity, to
their bottom line because, again, car-
bon credits will not matter once this
enormous mandate and authority of
the President goes into effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
is 12:35 p.m.

Mr. VITTER. I yield the floor.

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:35 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m., and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado).

——————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2010—Continued
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maryland.
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Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
to speak on the bill and urge its quick
and prompt adoption.

In doing so, I wish to pay tribute to
a fallen warrior from the State of
Maryland who died in the terrible mas-
sacre at Fort Hood. I wish to express
my condolences to all families who suf-
fered the loss of life or were injured at
that terrible shooting. It was a terrible
tragedy for them at Fort Hood, for
their families, and for our country.

We know the 13 families are now
dealing with the loss of loved ones, and
30 other families have members who
were wounded in the attack. We in
Maryland suffered a casualty as well. I
am here today to pay my respects and
express my condolences to the family
of LTC Juanita Warman, a wonderful
woman who moved to Maryland 5 years
ago as a call to duty. She had a 25-year
military career in both the Active and
Reserve Army. She devoted her career
to serving fellow soldiers.

Lieutenant Colonel Warman was a
nurse practitioner. Her field was in
psychiatric and emotional counseling.
She served in other parts of the coun-
try and came as a call to duty to Perry
Point Veterans Hospital in Maryland.
There she served to help our wounded
warriors. Perry Point is the designated
facility in Maryland to help wounded
warriors, those who bear the perma-
nent injury of war, who bear the
wounds of either emotional or mental
illness. She was absolutely on their
side. She was viewed as a consummate
professional by her colleagues and by
the people who relied upon her for her
talented counseling.

A master’s degree in nursing, she was
an expert in posttraumatic stress as
well as traumatic brain injury. She de-
voted her career to helping these sol-
diers as she did her family. Her family
saw her as a mother to two, a grand-
mother to eight, and two stepchildren
as well. She was raised in a military
family. She understood the bonds be-
tween fellow soldiers. She also volun-
teered as part of a program called the
Maryland Yellow Ribbon Program to
help soldiers reintegrate into the com-
munity. She developed guidelines to
dispel myths about PTSD. She particu-
larly would reach out to women sol-
diers who had unique challenges, both
in their own life and the lives of their
families.

She provided mental health coun-
seling to soldiers coming out of a war
zone trying to come into a family zone
so that family zone didn’t become a
battleground as well. She also was well
known for her work at Ramstein Hos-
pital. She traveled there in many in-
stances to help our soldiers make the
transition from battlefield to the hos-
pital in Germany to back here. She re-
ceived an Army commendation medal
for her meritorious service at
Ramstein. She was a great soldier.

She was at Fort Hood less than 24
hours. She was getting ready to deploy
to Iraq. She was ready to go, though
she was sad to go. From her last post-
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ing on Facebook, she knew she would
be away for the holidays from her be-
loved husband Philip, her children,
grandchildren, and stepchildren. But
there were no stepchildren; they were
all her children to Lieutenant Colonel
Warman.

We are going to miss her. Her family
is going to miss her. We are going to
miss her in Maryland because she was
an active member of the community.
The Army is going to miss her. Most of
all, those who need mental health
counseling will miss her. We are so
sorry this happened to her.

There will be those who will want to
wear yellow ribbons and black arm-
bands and have flags at half mast. And
we should. We should do all the sym-
bols to honor what happened to those
who fell at Fort Hood. But the best way
to honor the people in the massacre at
Fort Hood, to honor the people who
have been wounded in Iraq or Afghani-
stan is to pass this legislation.

The legislation pending is the Mili-
tary Construction and VA health bill.
There is so much good in this bill that
will provide medical services to those
who bear the permanent and some-
times invisible wounds of war. While
we want to salute those who fell at
Fort Hood and on the battlegrounds of
Iraq and Afghanistan, the way we
honor their memory and their service,
the service of all who have been
abroad, is by making sure when they
come home, they get the medical and
social services they need, a bridge to
get them back into civilian life.

Again, my condolences to the
Warman family and to all who fell, but
most of all T thank everybody for their
service. Let’s thank them not only
with words but with deeds. Let’s pass
this bill.

I yield the floor.

AMENDMENT NO. 2740 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2730

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the pending
amendment be set aside.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. AKAKA. I call up amendment
No. 2740 and ask for its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Hawaii [Mr. AKAKA] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2740.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To extend the authority for a re-

gional office of the Department of Vet-

erans Affairs in the Republic of the Phil-
ippines)

On page 52, after line 21, add the following:

SEC. 229. Section 315(b) of title 38, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2009 and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2010".

Mr. AKAKA. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, this
week, thousands of families across our
country are stopping to honor the
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