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CASSIDY), submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 111-339) on the resolution (H.
Res. 908) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 2781) to amend the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act to designate seg-
ments of the Molalla River in Oregon,
as components of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 371, FIRE GRANTS REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2009

Mr. ARCURI, from the Committee on
Rules (during the Special Order of Mr.
CASSIDY), submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 111-340) on the resolution (H.
Res. 909) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3791) to amend sections 33
and 34 of the Federal Fire Prevention
and Control Act of 1974, and for other

purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
McCMAHON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to try to clear
the record here a bit and talk a little
bit about our health care reform pro-
posal that passed the House of Rep-
resentatives a little more than a week
ago and talk about the benefits to the
American people.

I would like to respond to a couple of
the concerns that were made by the
other side over the course of the last
hour. It’s very interesting to me be-
cause I was here over the last 7 years
and was here during the last part of the
Bush administration. I was here 2002,
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and
watched as our friends on the Repub-
lican side cut taxes for the top 1 per-
cent, the wealthiest 1 percent of Amer-
icans, continued to spend money with a
reckless disregard for the mnational
debt, for deficits, started two wars,
borrowed the money from China to pay
for the wars, borrowed money from
China to compensate for tax cuts that
went to the top 1 percent of the
wealthiest Americans. And here we are
a couple of years later, and our friends
on the other side are concerned about
the deficit and the debt.

It was President Bush’s appointees to
the SEC that gave a blind eye to what
was happening on Wall Street. Wall
Street collapses, and the $780 billion
and $800 billion that we had to spend to
stabilize the economy was under Presi-
dent Bush’s watch. It wasn’t under
President Obama’s watch. We’ve spent
the last 9 months cleaning up the mess
that was made over the last 8 years.

Now, this is not to assess blame.
We're all in this boat together. We’'re
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all in this together. I recognize that.
But you can’t cause all these problems,
because the Republicans controlled the
House, Republicans controlled the Sen-
ate, Republicans controlled the White
House, Republicans controlled the Su-
preme Court. They pulled every lever
of government, ran up the deficit, ran
up the debt, started two wars, blowing
money left and right, giving tax cuts to
the wealthiest, and then we wonder
why we ended up where we are today.
No regulation of Wall Street. The econ-
omy collapses. Tax revenues go down.

Now, I’'m not saying that what we
have done over the last 8 or 9 months
has been to wave some magic wand and
all of these problems have gone away. I
represent northeast Ohio. Our unem-
ployment rate is at 15 percent in some
of our cities. But we can say very ob-
jectively that the money that was
spent going to Wall Street, the stim-
ulus package has at least stepped us
away from the cliff that we were on—
and we were on a cliff ready to fall off
as a country—as an economy we have
been able to stabilize that.

Now, I'm not happy with what the
banks are doing. I don’t think anybody
is. I think it’s important to move more
money back to community banks and
let’s stimulate lending at the local
level. That’s how we’re going to re-
charge and revive our economy. And
that would be the direction that ulti-
mately we need to go in.

But you certainly can see that we
were losing jobs at 700,000 a month and
now we’'re still losing jobs, still too
many; but it’s at 200,000-plus a month.
So we’re at least trending in the right
direction.

But I've got to tell you, Mr. Speaker,
I get a real kick out of these fellows on
the other side who caused all of these
problems and then now complain how
we’re trying to fix them.

And make no mistake: this discus-
sion about health care, as our friends
earlier were talking about, their as-
sumption and presumption was that
the health care system is working just
fine. It’s not costing us a lot of money,
not really hurting many people, every-
one has access, no rationing today, all
of which is not true.

We have health care growing at a 9
percent clip. We have the GDP growing
at a 3 percent clip. You continue to do
the math, and you’ll find out that in 10
yvears, $1 of every $5 in our economy
will be spent on health care. You will
find out that if you take that out an-
other couple of decades, 30 years, $1 in
every $3 will be spent on health care.
That is unsustainable. Unsustainable.
And to think if we do nothing, which is
basically what the Republican proposal
was, to just keep kind of doing what
we’re doing, it doesn’t cover more peo-
ple, doesn’t take care of a lot of the
human rights issues that were involved
here—if we continue doing what we’re
doing, the average family in America
will pay another $1,800 a year in health
care next year and then another $1,800
the following year and another $2,000
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the following year. And we will con-
tinue down a road where this continues
to eat up the whole family budget.

I have a member of my staff who has
an Aetna 7-D health care plan. In 2007
his copay was $237 a month. In 2008 it
went up 22 percent. In 2009 it went up
9.7 percent. And in 2010 it went up 80
percent. Now, this is a Federal em-
ployee; and this is happening all
throughout our economy, all through-
out our country. So from 2007 to 2010, a
142 percent increase for Gene Crockett
from Niles, Ohio.

Now, our friends on the other side:
just keep doing what we’'re doing,
things are okay, things are fine, we’ll
get to it.

This is change. And this is obviously
a difficult process, but we are moving
forward, and it passed the House in a
historic vote here a couple of weeks
ago, and we will continue moving in
that direction so that the Gene Crock-
etts of the world and the average peo-
ple around the country who see this
eating up more and more of their budg-
et will get some relief.

I was amazed over the last week I
was home when I'd be at a restaurant
and people, real quiet, would kind of
look at me and say, Thanks for your
vote on health care, Congressman. You
know, real quiet. And that’s how this
debate has been in this country. And
the polls are bearing it out. The AARP
poll that just came out showed signifi-
cant support for this. Another poll I
was just looking at a little bit earlier,
significant support for some of these
provisions, because we take care of the
bread-and-butter issues of the health
care situation we have in this country.

If you’re a kid or you’re 27 years old
or younger, if this reform passes, if
some of these provisions in the House
version stay in, if you’re 27 years old or
under, you can stay on your parents’
insurance. If you have ever been denied
insurance coverage because you have
some preexisting condition, this reform
will end that practice. That will no
longer happen to anyone in the United
States of America ever again. And our
friends on the other side voted against
it.

I was getting my hair cut last week
and was talking to the owner of the
hair salon, and she said, you know, you
need to pass this health care reform.
We need help. I heard the story about
her daughter who just started working
with her and the daughter had asthma
growing up, went to get insurance, and
she had to sign basically an agreement
with the insurance company saying
that if she goes to the hospital because
of asthma that the insurance company
will not pay for that hospital visit. So
the girl has asthma. She’s paying a lot
of money a month, hundreds and hun-
dreds and hundreds of dollars a month,
to get insurance. And the one thing
that she is probably going to need her
insurance for the insurance won’t
cover.

Now, does that make any sense, to
continue with a system that takes your
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