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made these statements back months 
ago and they told the American people 
that that stimulus bill needed to be 
passed, we said back then it was a mis-
take, we shouldn’t do it because it 
wouldn’t create jobs. We proposed al-
ternatives. 

Mr. AKIN. Gentleman, you were here 
on the floor when we talked about this. 
We said, Look, all of the mathematics, 
all the common sense says this is wast-
ing a lot of money that we don’t have. 
We said, It’s not going to create jobs. It 
didn’t for Henry Morgenthau when he 
turned the recession into the Great De-
pression. We said, The reason it’s not is 
because jobs come from businesses, 
particularly small businesses. You’re 
hammering the small businesses. At 
least learn from the Democrats, learn 
from FDR, learn from Henry Morgen-
thau. 

Instead, we’ve got this half-baked 
Web site telling us that there’s 40 some 
congressional districts. I mean, you’d 
think they would at least check how 
many congressional districts there are 
in a State. 

Mr. SCALISE. If this was just a mis-
take limited to Louisiana, maybe you 
could understand their excuses. But, of 
course, this was all across the country. 
I talked to a colleague of mine from 
Arizona where they claim there was a 
99th District from Arizona. 

But one final word on that. President 
Obama himself just yesterday said, and 
I’ll quote another quote from the Presi-
dent: ‘‘If we keep on adding to the debt, 
people could lose confidence in the U.S. 
economy in a way that could actually 
lead to a double dip recession.’’ 

Now, of course, those words ring true 
to us. They would really ring true to 
the American people if it weren’t for 
the fact that this is the same President 
that passed a budget just a few months 
ago out of Congress that doubles the 
national debt in the next 5 years. And 
yet here he is quoted just yesterday 
saying, If we keep on adding to the 
debt, people could lose confidence in 
the U.S. economy in a way that could 
actually lead to a double dip recession. 

Now, I would agree with that. The 
only problem is, the President needs to 
start living up to the comments that 
he’s actually making and pull back his 
bill that doubles the national debt and 
actually work with us to balance the 
budget, which is what we’ve said from 
the beginning needs to happen, not 
only to create stability in our econ-
omy, but actually to go out and start 
creating jobs as opposed to his policies 
that are running millions of jobs out of 
our country. 

Mr. AKIN. Do you really think that 
we’re going to balance the budget with 
a socialized medicine bill that they’ve 
said is going to be a trillion? Do you 
know what the budget estimate on 
Medicare was when it was passed? The 
Congressional Budget Office, they tried 
to estimate it. They were off by a fac-
tor of seven times. This thing is clearly 
over 2 trillion when you do honest 
math with it. If that’s off by a factor of 

seven, that’s $14 trillion. No wonder 
the Chinese were giving us a lecture 
telling us we’ve got the government 
spending too much money. They’ve got 
some American Treasury bills. It’s not 
like they don’t mind big government, 
but they just don’t want to see us ruin 
their treasuries. 

I’ve got my good friend from New 
Jersey here, Congressman GARRETT. 
Please join us. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. I ap-
preciate the opportunity to join you, 
and I commend the gentleman for lead-
ing tonight and also for those very in-
teresting quotes from the White House 
with regard to the Web sites that are 
out there. 

I think the American public are ask-
ing some very basic questions—Where 
is the transparency? Where is the ac-
countability? Where are the jobs?—on 
all this legislation that’s coming 
through. And when they see this, when 
they see Web sites that you just point-
ed out talking about congressional Web 
sites that don’t even exist, when they 
see about job creation that doesn’t 
even exist. 

You probably recall that the major-
ity leader was on this floor back in the 
early part of this year when he was ex-
claiming that we had to vote for a 
seven or $800 billion stimulus bill and 
you had to vote for it today. Why? Be-
cause it would make or create 3 million 
new jobs, not next year but this year. 
And, of course, we now know what the 
facts are. What are the facts? Instead 
of making or saving 3 million new 
jobs—and I never did quite get an ex-
planation of what is saving a job—but 
making or saving 3 million jobs, we, of 
course, have lost upwards of 3 or 4 mil-
lion jobs, just the inverse of that, just 
the opposite of that. 

So the people are asking, where is 
the honesty in that aspect of things? 
Where is the accountability with the 
job creation? They’re also asking 
about, and you’re talking about all the 
money that we’re spending, the trillion 
dollars with regard to the health care 
legislation and the like. Actually, I 
think the number was a little bit larg-
er than what you were saying as far as 
the discrepancy with the projections 
with regard to Medicare which was cre-
ated back in the mid sixties. They said 
by 1990, that program would cost 
around 10 or $11 billion. It actually cost 
$112 billion, so it was off by a factor of 
10. 

Mr. AKIN. So seven—I was being too 
generous. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. You 
were being too generous. 

Mr. AKIN. So if you take the 10 fac-
tor, how much congressional budget—I 
mean, they’re making assumptions try-
ing to guess what something is going 
to be years into the future. But if you 
take that 10, if you put the unfunded 
mandates from the States and you put 
in the fact that they skewed the time 
schedule to try to keep it under a tril-
lion, say, they’re over 2 trillion, that’s 
$20 trillion? 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Those 
numbers are just so mind boggling you 
can’t get your arms around it. But you 
know what you can get your mind 
around is something that’s happening 
to everybody right now, and that is, 
I’m getting phone calls to my office 
with regard to the swine flu situation 
that’s going across this country, and 
they’re saying, We can’t get the swine 
flu vaccine. This is something that’s 
supposed to be administered by this ad-
ministration, that they promised 
would be out there for everybody who 
needed it, and in my counties, my dis-
trict, you can’t go to a doctor or a 
county clinic or to a county hospital 
and get that. But you know who is get-
ting it? People who work at the Fed-
eral Reserve in New York, people who 
work for some of the largest financial 
institutions in this country. And the 
people who absolutely need it are not 
getting it. The people who are in jail 
down at Guantanamo are getting it as 
well. I just use that as a real life exam-
ple of the administration running a 
program for health care and not get-
ting the job done. 

I yield back to the gentleman as the 
time comes to an end. 

Mr. AKIN. Looks like we’re just 
starting to have fun and the clock has 
already run out. I just want to thank 
all of my gentleman friends here. Con-
gressman GARRETT, thank you so much 
for joining us. Hearing from the east 
coast, that’s very refreshing. From 
down in the South, from Louisiana, 
Congressman SCALISE. And also G.T., 
all that health care experience that 
you bring here to the floor managing, 
we appreciate that. 

Thank you. Have a great evening. 
f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
TITUS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Chair 
of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure; which was read 
and, without objection, referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, November 18, 2009. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: On November 5, 

2009, the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure met in open session to con-
sider 20 resolutions to authorize appropria-
tions for the General Services Administra-
tion’s (GSA) FY 2010 Capital Investment and 
Leasing Program, including five construc-
tion resolutions (authorizing $221.4 million) 
and 15 lease resolutions (authorizing $121.4 
million). The Committee adopted the resolu-
tions by voice vote with a quorum present. 

Enclosed are copies of the resolutions 
adopted by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure on November 5, 
2009. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES L. OBERSTAR, M.C., 

Chairman. 
Enclosures. 
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f 

FUTURE INVOLVEMENT IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. KAGEN) is recognized for 60 
minutes. 

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
this evening to begin a bipartisan con-
versation about the future investments 
of our resources in both human and 
capital resources in the region of Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. Everyone will 
agree that we must do whatever it 
takes to protect America and keep hos-
tilities from our shores. And over time, 
I believe we’ll also come to understand 
that religious fundamentalism is civili-
zation’s real enemy, no matter if it is 
disguised in Muslim, Judeo-Christian, 
Hindu, Sikh or any other religious 
clothing. 

Terrorism is not really the enemy, 
for violent extremists simply use ter-
rorism as a tactic. Overcoming the vio-
lent extremists will require skilled and 
talented police work as coordinated be-
tween civilized nations, not only our 
mutual military might. And we must 
hunt, capture and prosecute the violent 
extremists wherever they seek to es-
tablish themselves, sharing the expense 
and doing so with our colleagues in our 
mutual nations overseas, our friends, 
particularly in NATO. Most impor-
tantly, throughout this process, we 
must continue to defend ourselves 
within the laws as established by our 
United States Constitution. We’re still 
paying for the poor judgments of the 
previous administration which, in 2003, 
placed our children in the middle of a 
centuries’ old religious civil war in 
Iraq, when, in fact, our invasion of Iraq 
was not necessary. By continuing to 
spend millions of our hard-earned tax 
dollars over there, we are unable to 
solve our own problems here at home. 

The truth about Iraq is this: no weap-
ons of mass destruction were present in 
Iraq, and al Qaeda extremists were not 
based there before President Bush con-
vinced Congress to go to war. And re-
member this: Iraq was not involved in 
the attacks against America, and did 
not pose a risk to our national secu-
rity, and it was not a danger to our na-
tional security at all. 

We all have the same goal, to support 
our troops before, during and after 
they’ve served in harm’s way, as we 
begin to build a better and safer and 
more secure Nation for all of us. Re-
cent testimony before Congress, before 
the Armed Services Committee in the 
last several weeks, by our military 
leaders has made it clear: first, that 
they all don’t agree on what we should 
be doing in the region, and secondly, 
that there is no purely military solu-
tion in either Iraq or Afghanistan, only 
a political one. We must, therefore, 
move our troops away from Iraq, focus-
ing again upon al Qaeda. 

Tonight, here on the House floor we 
will be discussing our ongoing involve-

ment in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
which for centuries has been the grave-
yard of invading empires, a place where 
our Nation’s most precious resources, 
our soldiers, are presently engaged in 
efforts to, as President Obama has 
stated, ‘‘disrupt, dismantle and defeat 
al Qaeda and its safe havens in Paki-
stan and to prevent their return to 
Pakistan and Afghanistan.’’ 

I’m very grateful that President 
Obama has taken time to listen, taken 
time as well and trust that he will de-
sign a strategy that has as its first goal 
the safe return of all of our troops as 
soon as possible, for there is really no 
purely military solution to the com-
plex global problems that we’re all fac-
ing. And as history has proven time 
and time again, making war is our 
worst human failure. 

So what are some of the numbers in 
Afghanistan? Suicides, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, a wound that we cannot 
see, but which our soldiers carry with 
them all their lives, a wound that dam-
ages not just themselves but their fam-
ilies and their businesses when they 
come home, amputations, burns, shrap-
nel wounds, fractured spines. 

Thirty percent of our returning serv-
icemen have PTSD, post-traumatic 
stress disorder. Seventy thousand of 
our soldiers have traumatic brain in-
jury since 2007. In January of this year 
through October of this year, 1,800 have 
been wounded in Afghanistan, 1,000 
being wounded in the last 3 months 
alone. And for the cause? The cause of 
helping, in part, to support the very 
fraudulent government, a government 
that has been formed by an election 
process not witnessed in our country, 
no matter what election you take a 
look at. 

I will quote now from an article: 
‘‘You can’t build a new political sys-

tem with old politician accused of war 
crimes,’’ said lawmaker, Ramazan 
Bashardost, who finished third in the 
country’s fraud-marred August elec-
tion. ‘‘You can’t have peace with war-
lords in control.’’ 

Rights groups have accused soldiers 
and police loyal to the warlords of kid-
napping, extortion, robbery and the 
rape of women, girls and boys. In the 
countryside, local commanders run 
their own fiefdoms with illegal mili-
tias. They intimidate people into pay-
ing them taxes, extracting bribes, steal 
their land, and trade drugs. They es-
sentially rule with impunity, and no 
government official, no judge, no po-
liceman can stand up to them. This is 
the Afghanistan world as we know it. 
This is the Afghanistan situation as 
President Karzai may soon be sworn in 
and give his speech in several hours in 
Kabul. 

Earlier today, there was a newspaper 
report that is entitled Afghan Official 
Said to Take Bribe for Copper Deal. 
This is how business is being done in 
Afghanistan. $20 million bribe to a 
minister who gave a contract to a Chi-
nese corporation who was coming in to 
mine their copper. Fraud and bribery 

are the rule of the day today in Af-
ghanistan, where nearly 40 percent of 
the money that our taxpayers are send-
ing into the region is taken down in 
bribes and plain thievery. 

Well, some of the testimony that has 
been offered by the Armed Services 
Committee was put forward by people 
that we know and people we trust. 

b 1845 
Wesley Clark finished his testimony 

with these words: ‘‘But it is important 
to face the reality of the situation at 
this point: much has already been ac-
complished: our obligations are lim-
ited; there will never be a complete and 
wholly satisfactory solution, and we 
must focus on meeting our own—the 
United States’ and NATO’s—security 
needs. And the real security need in 
the region now is to reduce the con-
tinuing threat of al Qaeda, reportedly 
located principally in Pakistan. It is 
their decisive defeat that we must 
seek.’’ These are the counsel and opin-
ion of the former NATO commander, 
Wesley Clark. 

There is somebody else that testified, 
Kimberly Kagan. And she spells it with 
an A-N, so we are not related by mar-
riage or by genealogy. Perhaps the 
most interesting sentence in her publi-
cation, which is entitled—I want you 
to read it some day—‘‘Why the Taliban 
Are Winning for Now,’’ Kimberly 
Kagan, Foreign Policy Magazine, Au-
gust 10, 2009, was ‘‘The fact that we 
have not been doing the right things 
for the past few years in Afghanistan is 
actually good news at this moment.’’ I 
don’t know if that is ‘‘Saturday Night 
Live’’ material, but I’ve got to tell you, 
this is not something we should be 
sending our troops in to when we are 
doing the wrong thing. 

Andrew Krepinevich wrote: ‘‘Simply 
stated, the military foundation of our 
global dominance is eroding.’’ That’s 
his opinion. It’s also a fact. The empire 
of the United States, the global reach, 
may be coming to an end. 

And the final quote I will offer as we 
begin our discussions comes from 
Gilles Dorronsoro, who is a visiting 
scholar with South Asia Program, Car-
negie Endowment for International 
Peace. And he concludes his remarks 
before the Armed Services Committee 
with this sentence: ‘‘The only solution 
to this problem is a political negotia-
tion and the awareness of what is real-
ly at stake here: the credibility of 
NATO as a military alliance.’’ 

These are some of the problems that 
we face today, but this is not a new 
problem. For 2,300 years ago, 1 day 
after the Battle of Kalinga, in 265 B.C., 
where over 100,000 people perished in 
the lands our Nation has sent its own 
children, trained in war, the then-King 
of Maurya dynasty, Ashoka, recorded 
his thoughts for our Nation’s guidance 
today. 

And Ashoka wrote: ‘‘What have I 
done? Is this a victory? What is a de-
feat then? This is a victory or a defeat. 
This is justice or injustice. It’s gal-
lantry or a rout. Is it a valor to kill in-
nocent children and women? I do it to 
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