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bill. This was a bill that added $787 bil-
lion of debt that our children and
grandchildren have to pay—money we
didn’t have—but the White House said,
Don’t worry. We’ve got to roll this
thing through quickly, ram it through.
Don’t let anybody have the oppor-
tunity to read it, and it’s got to go
quickly because we need to stop unem-
ployment from breaking 8 percent, and
this bill’s going to do it.

And then they said, When this bill
passes, there’s going to be so much
transparency, you’ll be able to track
every dime, there won’t be any waste,
fraud, and abuse; and you can even go
to a Web site and track where that
money is going.

So, of course, after that bill passed, a
bill that many of us opposed because
we knew it wouldn’t create jobs—in
fact, it would actually make our econ-
omy worse because it was all borrowed
money, money that our children and
grandchildren have to pay. But what
was worse is now that we’re starting to
try to find out where that money is,
where is that money? We know when
we’re asking where are the jobs, we
can’t find the jobs because millions
more Americans have lost their job
since that bill passed. So it actually
had the opposite effect that the Amer-
ican people were promised when the
President stood right here on this po-
dium.

But now as people across the country
are trying to track down and say,
Where is that transparency? Where are
those billions and billions of dollars
that have been spent going to?, we just
find out the other day when you go to
the White House’s own Web site, Re-
covery.gov, you can’t actually track
those jobs. You can’t track where that
money’s gone because there’s an in-
credible amount of fraudulent informa-
tion on that Web site.

Now, those of us in Louisiana were
waking up on Tuesday going to that
Web site, and maybe some people would
think it would be good news that we
found out that we had 15 congressional
districts, according to the White
House’s own Web site. They actually
tracked districts that don’t exist.
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Of course, in Louisiana, we only have
seven congressional districts. So a re-
porter from our local newspaper called
the White House. And first of all, they
said, How can you possibly have all
this accurate data on your Web site?
You’re telling the American people
that jobs were created in congressional
districts that don’t even exist. And the
first response from the White House
was, ‘“We are not certifying the accu-
racy of the information.” Now, these
are the people who said this would be
the most transparent administration in
history. Now they are not certifying
the accuracy of the information now
that they have got their hands on the
money.

So then they followed it up, and they
said, Well, how can you actually have
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mistakes made that are this big where
you have a State that only has seven
congressional districts, and when we go
to your Web site, there is a District 45,
and it actually says how many jobs
were created in that district that
doesn’t exist? How can you actually
have a system that is set up that al-
lows that kind of inaccurate informa-
tion to be reported? And the White
House’s spokesperson actually said,
“Who knows, man? Who vreally
knows?”’

Mr. Speaker, this is unbelievable and
an insult to the American people who
are still asking, Where are the jobs?
Now, maybe it’s fitting that the White
House is showing jobs created in dis-
tricts that don’t exist because their
stimulus bill was passed using money
that doesn’t exist. It is all money that
is borrowed from our children and
grandchildren, not a dime that was
paid for.

And, of course, the latest that the
President was talking about just 2 days
ago, he said, if we keep on adding to
this debt, even in the midst of this re-
covery, at some point, people could
lose confidence in the United States’
economy in a way that could actually
lead to a double-dip recession.

So here you have the President of the
United States admitting that all of
this debt spending, this deficit spend-
ing that they are on this road to con-
tinue going down, is a bad thing and
actually could lead to a double-dip re-
cession, and yet their answer from day
one has been a stimulus bill that adds
another $787 billion of debt. Then he
came back right behind there with an-
other bill, his budget, his budget that
doubles the national debt. And then
they went on with the bill called ‘‘cap-
and-trade,” a national energy tax, a
bill that adds hundreds of billions of
dollars.

You wonder why people are still ask-
ing, Where are the jobs? We need to get
back to fiscal sanity. We need to actu-
ally have real transparency.

———

KARZAI INAUGURATION NO CURE
FOR WHAT AILS AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today
Hamid Karzai was inaugurated to serve
another b-year term as President of Af-
ghanistan. International leaders, in-
cluding President Obama and Sec-
retary of State Clinton, are calling
upon Karzai to reform his government,
clean up corruption, and make us all
proud of being his allies.

Well, Mr. Speaker, there is an old
saying that fits this occasion, ‘‘Fool
me once, shame on you; fool me twice,
shame on me.” The Karzai government
is ineffective, incompetent, and cor-
rupt. He stole the elections. He has
placed drug lords and warlords in key
positions of power and influence. He
has tolerated and promoted cronyism,
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graft, and a flourishing drug trade in
his government and throughout his
country, all of which have destroyed
the confidence of the Afghan people in
their own government and contributed
to the resurgence of the Taliban.

What in the world makes anyone be-
lieve that he will be a catalyst for
change? If someone won an election by
committing rampant fraud, wouldn’t
he be more likely to commit fraud
again and again? Why would he change
a winning strategy? If someone person-
ally picked and appointed warlords to
take up key positions in his govern-
ment, what makes you think he will
now kick them out? Because the U.S.
and Gordon Brown of Great Britain
have asked him to?

If corruption and cronyism keep his
friends healthy, wealthy, and happy,
what makes you think he will turn off
the spigot? Because he creates a special
commission to look into the problem?
Because his corrupt police are now
going to have a special anticorruption
unit and a unit to fight major crime?

What have they been doing up until
now? Is he going to morph into being a
new man, a different kind of leader, be-
cause he put a few words into his inau-
gural address about the need to create
a clean government, the kind of gov-
ernment that people can trust?

Corruption is like a sickness, easier
to spread than to cure.

Mr. Speaker, we do not have a part-
ner we can trust in Afghanistan, yet we
are asking tens of thousands of our
servicemen and -women to go to Af-
ghanistan and fight and die for Mr.
Karzai’s government. That’s too high a
price to pay, Mr. Speaker.

Soon the President will announce
and outline the new U.S. strategy in
Afghanistan, including a likely in-
crease in the number of troops to be de-
ployed there. I believe in the Presi-
dent’s desire to do what’s good for Af-
ghanistan and the United States. I be-
lieve he wants to get it right and to be
able to hand off to his successor at
some point in the future a stable coun-
try, an Afghanistan that has turned
the corner on violence and division and
is beginning to flourish and develop
once again.

I want that, too. But I do not think
that sending more troops to a corrupt
government is going to achieve that,
no matter how many commissions and
special police units are created or how
many pretty words are put into an in-
augural address. We should not send a
single additional soldier to Afghani-
stan. It’s that simple. We cannot afford
to be fooled again.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
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