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been denied regular consular access re-
quired by the Vienna Convention. They 
have been denied repeated requests to 
be able to speak with their families via 
telephone, and they have been denied 
public information on any charges they 
may face. 

In the 4 months they have been de-
tained, the three have been allowed 
only two meetings with Swiss consular 
officials and have been denied due proc-
ess and access to legal representation. 

Even more alarming, Iranian officials 
have recently declared the three may 
be charged with espionage, a charge 
that is not only baseless but also com-
pletely at odds with who Shane, Sarah, 
and Josh are as individuals. 

Shane, Sarah, and Josh made a sim-
ple mistake in accidentally crossing 
the border, and their continued deten-
tion is unwarranted and unreasonable. 
Since the three were detained, I have 
gotten to know Shane’s mother Cindy 
and other members of the hikers’ fami-
lies. During our conversations, I have 
learned what a remarkable person 
Shane is and how he is dedicated 
through his work to bringing the world 
closer together through photo jour-
nalism. 

Shane grew up in Onamia, MN, a 
small town in the central part of our 
State, and he graduated from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley. Prior 
to being detained in Iran, Shane was 
living with Sarah in Damascus. He has 
traveled around the Middle East as a 
free-lance journalist, reporting from 
Syria, Iraq, Darfur, Yemen, and Ethi-
opia. His writing and award-winning 
photographs have been published in the 
United States, the United Kingdom, 
Canada, and throughout the Middle 
East. 

His latest trip with Sarah and Josh 
brought him to the Kurdistan region of 
Iraq, which is known for its scenic 
hikes among mountainous waterfalls. 
This is hardly the background of some-
one who would deliberately enter Iran 
in hopes of committing espionage. 

A few weeks ago, I met with Shane’s 
mom Cindy and members of Sarah and 
Josh’s families in my office in Wash-
ington. As a mother, I can only imag-
ine how difficult this ordeal must be 
for all of them. They have had no con-
tact with their sons or their daughter. 
Yet I have been overwhelmed by their 
resolve. They are pursuing every ave-
nue they can find to demonstrate to 
the Iranian Government that their 
children made a simple mistake and 
clearly deserve to be released. 

I came away from our meeting even 
more committed to seeing that Cindy 
and Shane, along with Sarah and Josh 
and their families, are united as soon 
as possible. As we all know, Iran is in 
the center of many pressing foreign 
policy challenges we currently face. I, 
along with my colleagues, will address 
those, but Shane, Sarah, and Josh have 
absolutely nothing to do with these 
international fights. They have noth-
ing to do with what is going on in Iran 
or Iran’s differences with other coun-

tries. This is strictly a humanitarian 
case. I urge Iranian officials not to po-
liticize it or seek to use the three 
hikers as diplomatic pawns. There is no 
cause for their continued detention, 
and nothing will be gained by pro-
longing it any further. Iran’s leaders 
should demonstrate the necessary com-
passion by immediately releasing 
Shane, Sarah, and Josh and allowing 
them to return home to their families. 
In the meantime, they should at the 
very least allow them to speak to their 
families in the United States over the 
telephone. 

I thank my friend, the Ambassador 
to Switzerland, and Swiss officials for 
their work in this area. It has been 122 
days since Shane, Sarah, and Josh were 
first detained; 122 days in captivity, ap-
parently just for straying over a line 
on a map when they were on a hike. We 
will continue to work with the fami-
lies, with the State Department, and 
Swiss officials to do everything we can 
to bring Shane home to Minnesota. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the 
floor. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

SERVICE MEMBERS HOME 
OWNERSHIP TAX ACT OF 2009 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 3590, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill, (H.R. 3590), to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the first-time 
home buyers credit in the case of members of 
the Armed Forces and certain other Federal 
employees, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid amendment No. 2786, in the nature of 

a substitute. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today is the 
beginning of one of the most important 
debates in the history of our country. 
Today is the beginning of one of the 
most historic times in the Senate. Our 
two chairmen, Senators BAUCUS and 
DODD, have spent months of their lives 
working on the legislation that allows 
us to be where we are today. We now 
have before us a bill that saves money, 
saves lives, and saves Medicare. It is a 
bill, if you add in Medicare recipients, 
that will insure 98 percent of the people 
in America. 

Mr. President, I note the absence of a 
quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, one of the 
major goals of the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act is to lower 
Federal health care costs and reduce 
the deficit. Our bill does that. Accord-
ing to the nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office, this legislation would 
not add a penny to the Federal deficit. 
In fact, it will reduce the deficit over 
both the short term and the long term, 
over the long term by as much as $650 
billion. 

In developing this bill with the Fi-
nance and HELP Committees, we were 
determined to ensure that the legisla-
tion not only would reduce our deficit 
and our debt but that it would do so 
without relying on additional surpluses 
in the Social Security trust fund. This 
legislation would increase revenues in 
the trust fund as workers’ wages rise. 
But those revenues are supposed to be 
for Social Security, so we didn’t touch 
a penny of them—they are all used for 
Social Security and nothing else. 

Likewise, about $70 billion in reve-
nues over the first 10 years of this bill 
flows from premiums paid into the new 
long-term care insurance program 
known as the CLASS Act. Several 
Members came to me and argued that 
none of these funds should be used for 
other purposes. I agreed. After all, 
these premiums would be used to build 
up a fund that later would be used to 
pay benefits. So, as with Social Secu-
rity, we didn’t use any of the CLASS 
surpluses for other programs. 

I think it is important that as the 
Senate considers changing the legisla-
tion, we maintain our commitment to 
protecting Social Security and CLASS 
surpluses. In both cases, all additional 
revenues are dedicated to pay benefits. 
Diverting them to other purposes 
would not be fiscally responsible, and 
it wouldn’t be fair to Social Security 
or to people who paid their CLASS pre-
miums in good faith. 

To help ensure we remain true to this 
commitment, I now ask unanimous 
consent that all amendments to the 
pending bill be considered out of order 
unless they are consistent with the fol-
lowing two principles: The additional 
surplus in the Social Security trust 
fund generated by this act should be re-
served for Social Security and not 
spent in this act in any other fashion; 
and No. 2, the net savings generated by 
the CLASS program should be reserved 
for the CLASS program and not spent 
in any other manner in this act. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. ENZI. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, neither of these requests are the 
requests I was just talked to about a 
minute and a half ago, so I object. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I think 
what he saw a minute and a half ago is 
essentially the same thing, but I will 
recite this again. 

I ask unanimous consent that no 
amendment be in order to the Reid sub-
stitute amendment 2786 or a subse-
quent substitute amendment and H.R. 
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