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anything to worry about. His doctor thought 
it was cancer. 

The doctor was right. 
It was neurotropic melanoma, a very 

rare—and very serious—type of skin cancer. 
Even after the little black spot was success-
fully removed six years ago, the cancer re-
mained. And grew. 

Last October, doctors at Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital began chemotherapy. They used a 
three-drug cocktail that indudes Avastin, 
one of a new generation of anti-cancer drugs. 
It works by blocking the formation of new 
blood vessels that feed and nourish tumors. 
Until just a few years ago, that kind of 
treatment was the stuff of science fiction. 

For patients battling advanced cancer like 
Mr. Callahan, Avastin represents something 
as important as food or water: It is time in 
a vial. 

This is what it cost: $13,686 per treatment. 
Mr. Callahan has received six so far. Total 
price: $82,116. 

What’s it worth? That’s a much more dif-
ficult question. 

About 10 miles up Illinois Route 13 east of 
Carbondale, Ill.—just above Crab Orchard 
Lake—lies a little town called Carterville. 
Mr. Callahan lives there with his wife, Stacy, 
and two daughters. Alexa, 18, is a student at 
the University of Illinois. Carty, 13, is in 
eighth grade. 

You can buy a three-bedroom house in 
Carterville for about what Mr. Callahan’s six 
infusions of Avastin cost. For about 
$100,000—the price of a year’s treatment— 
you can get a dassic bungalow with a 
screened-in front porch, a long, shaded drive-
way and a two-bedroom cottage out back. 

The Callahans both have good jobs and 
health insurance. Stacy works for a credit 
union. Dan is the head baseball coach at 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale. 

Their insurance paid for minor surgery to 
remove the little black spot from Mr. Cal-
lahan’s lip. It paid for more extensive sur-
gery in April, when doctors removed the 
right side of his jaw trying to stop the can-
cer’s spread. 

And it paid for yet another operation in 
September, when infection forced doctors to 
remove the prosthetic device they had im-
planted to replace his missing jaw. 

But Mr. Callahan’s insurance won’t pay for 
Avastin. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administietion 
approved Avastin in 2004 to treat advanced 
colon cancer. Since then, it has been cleared 
for breast and lung cancers. Doctors are free 
to prescribe it for other forms of cancer. It is 
being tried on 30 other cancers, induding 
melanoma, but those uses technically are ex-
perimental. 

Because many experimental treatments 
don’t pan out, insurance companies in Illi-
nois and most other states do not have to 
cover them. The major health care bills 
pending in Congress would not change that. 
For the first time, they allow generic 
versions of so-called biologic drugs like 
Avastin. But only after 12 years on the mar-
ket, twice as long as other drugs. 

For thousands of Americans, including the 
Callahans, that means many newer cancer 
drugs are out of reach. ‘‘When they told me 
the insurance wouldn’t cover it, I said well 
just pay for it ourselves,’’ Mrs. Callahan re-
called last week. ‘‘Then they told me how 
much it cost.’’ 

The Callahans scraped together about 
$27,000 from friends and family members— 
enough to cover the cost of two treatments. 
They got a grant from Washington Univer-
sity to pay for four more. They are appealing 
the insurance company denial, so far without 
success. The grant expires at the end of De-
cember. After that? 

Mrs. Callahan paused. ‘‘We don’t know 
what we’ll do.’’ 

Despite the high prices and higher hopes, 
Avastin has been shown to extend cancer pa-
tients’ lives by only a few months. 

Many patients and oncologists say it im-
proves quality of life and shrinks tumors—or 
at least prevents them from growing. 

Mr. Callahan’s doctor said it has slowed 
the progression of his tumor. 

That is no small achievement for patients 
with advanced cancer. But stopping the pro-
gression of cancer is not the same as curing 
it. A study published in January followed 53 
melanoma patients who received Avastin. 
After 18 months, 13 were alive. 

The company that makes Avastin, 
Genentech, spent about $2.25 billion to de-
velop it. It spends another $1 billion a year 
testing it on new cancers. Avastin has been 
a blockbuster success. It had $2.7 billion in 
sales in the United States last year and more 
than $3.5 billion worldwide. 

Genentech says Avastin’s price reflects its 
value. Another cancer drug, Erbitus, costs 
even more, and it hasn’t been shown to ex-
tend life at all. In March, Swiss pharma-
ceutical giant Roche agreed to buy 
Genentech for $46.8 billion. Avastin is a big 
reason the company was sold for so much 
money. 

Not everyone agrees that Avastin is worth 
the price. Experts in Britain recommended 
against covering it. A drug that costs as 
much as a house and extends life for just a 
few months isn’t worth the money, they said. 

Some people go to pieces when they find 
out they’ve got cancer. Mr. Callahan went to 
work. 

He has coached the Salukis for 14 years. ‘‘I 
try to carry on like I’m going to be here next 
week and next month,’’ he said. ‘‘I think 
about coaching in 2010, about going to my 
daughters’ college graduations and their 
weddings.’’ 

His 2009 team finished with 24 wins and 28 
losses. Coach Callahan was too sick to travel 
to away games. But he was in the dugout 
each time the Salukis took the field in 
Carbondale. 

From the beginning, the Callahans have 
made it a point not to ask doctors about his 
prognosis. ‘‘We don’t want to know it, and 
we don’t want our kids to know it,’’ Mrs. 
Callahan said. ‘‘We just wanted to live our 
lives as normally as possible, with no time 
line.’’ 

Coach Callahan thinks it is inherently un-
fair that patients can be denied treatment 
simply because of a drug’s high price. It’s 
like giving one team an extra at-bat. 

But the game is not over. Even with two 
outs in the ninth inning, even with two 
strikes against you, there’s hope. And a 
question: Who sets the price of victory? 
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE RE-
TIREMENT OF LIBRARIAN 
GEORGE KLINE 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life’s work of George Kline, a 
librarian in our Federal Depository Library Pro-
gram. Mr. Kline, with long and distinguished 
service in providing U.S. Government informa-
tion to the citizens of the 9th District of Ohio 
has retired after providing U.S. Government 
information to the citizens since he started as 
government documents librarian in 1971. 

In 1981 he became coordinator for the li-
brary’s federal depository collection, which is 

one of the more than 1200 Congressionally 
designated Federal Depository Libraries na-
tionwide, and one of the four depository librar-
ies serving our region. Mr. Kline has been an 
active and dedicated promoter of the use of 
government information, and has served with 
distinction on numerous committees and as 
president of the Government Documents 
Round Table of Ohio, which recently honored 
him with its ‘‘Clyde’’ award for achievement 
and service. 

Daniel Webster said, ‘‘Let us develop the re-
sources of our land, call forth its powers, build 
up its institutions, promote all its great inter-
ests, and see whether we also, in our day and 
generation, may not perform something worthy 
to be remembered.’’ In his nearly forty year 
career in service to our nation’s government 
as he carefully kept record of our documents 
and made them available to all, George Kline 
has upheld this ideal. 

We wish Mr. Kline a retirement much de-
served, traveling this new road of his life’s 
journey with those for whom he cares and 
doing that which he enjoys. 
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HONORING ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL 
DAY SCHOOL FOR HAVING BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS A ‘‘BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE’’ 
BY THE UNITED STATES DE-
PARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

HON. BILL CASSIDY 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of St. James Episcopal Day School, 
located in the City of Baton Rouge in Louisi-
ana’s Sixth Congressional District. It gives me 
great pleasure to announce that St. James 
Episcopal Day School has been designated as 
a ‘‘Blue Ribbon School of Excellence’’ by the 
United States Department of Education. 

The administration, faculty, staff, students, 
and parents of St. James Episcopal Day 
School have successfully demonstrated aca-
demic excellence in standardized test scores, 
curriculum, technology, instructional methods, 
professional development, and school leader-
ship. 

St. James Episcopal Day School is a Pre- 
Kindergarten through Fifth grade elementary 
school that was founded in 1948. At St. 
James, students are challenged to reach their 
full potential; to be active in faith; to be re-
sponsible for their learning; and to be account-
able for their actions, thus preparing these stu-
dents to be leaders in facing the demands of 
their future. With this honor, I can only hope 
that the school’s next sixty years will be even 
more successful than its first. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HOPKINS COUNTY ME-
MORIAL HOSPITAL 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate Hopkins County Me-
morial Hospital, which just celebrated its 60th 
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