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our community and continue in their mission to 
preserve, protect, and celebrate the strong 
and special traditions of Le Marche. 

f 

HONORING THE GUILDS 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2009 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Guilds of Children’s 
Hospital Central California upon 60 years of 
community service, philanthropy, and advo-
cacy for the hospital. The Guilds will celebrate 
their 60th anniversary on Thursday, November 
12, 2009, in Fresno, California. 

In 1949 five women, Agnes Crockett, Gail 
Goodwin, Helen Maupin Ross, Carolyn Peck 
and Patty Randall, recognized a common 
need for a dedicated pediatric hospital in Cali-
fornia’s San Joaquin Valley. As the five 
women moved forward with their vision, they 
realized this would need to be a community 
project, and the idea of a ‘‘guild’’ system 
emerged. Since then, the Guilds have had two 
primary objectives; to raise financial support 
and to develop ongoing community support for 
Children’s Hospital Central California. 

On January 28, 1949, the first public meet-
ing was held to discuss a ‘‘hospital for children 
only.’’ By September the first Guild, Llanada 
Guild, was established and the initial fund-
raiser for Valley Children’s Hospital was held. 
With Mrs. T. Wayne Simpson as President, 
Llanada Guild raised $5,477 at a fundraiser 
held at Giffen Ranch. In just 2 years, the Guild 
had raised well over $3,000. 

On September 12, 1951, a ground breaking 
ceremony for the hospital was held. It was 
through the fundraising efforts of the original 
Guilds that Valley Children’s Hospital was con-
structed in Fresno, California on donated land. 
Fourteen months after the ground breaking 
ceremony, Valley Children’s Hospital was 
open for patients. The first patient, a young 
girl with a stomach ache was admitted on No-
vember 12, 1952, and the first surgery per-
formed at the hospital was an appendectomy 
on the young girl. 

During the early 1990s Valley Children’s 
Hospital started the plans for a new, state-of- 
the-art facility. After settling on a 50-acre site 
in Madera County, just north of the Madera- 
Fresno County line, planning and construction 
of the new facility took almost a decade. For 
almost 50 years, Valley Children’s Hospital 
provided medical and emergency services to 
children through out the San Joaquin Valley at 
the same facility. On August 31, 1998, at 1 
minute past midnight, the move to the new fa-

cility began and the new hospital was re-
named Children’s Hospital Central California. 

Today, Children’s Hospital has a service 
area that covers 10 counties in central Cali-
fornia. The hospital treats more inpatient 
cases than any other pediatric hospital north 
of San Diego, making this hospital the second 
largest children’s hospital in the State of Cali-
fornia. It is a 338 bed facility, and is 1 of the 
10 largest hospitals of its type in the Nation. 
The hospital performs over 9,000 surgeries 
annually. The Pediatric and Neonatal Intensive 
Care Units have some of the lowest mortality 
rates in the nation, while treating some of the 
sickest children. The Craycroft Cancer Center 
at Children’s Hospital is a full member of the 
nationally recognized Children’s Oncology 
Group, and sees more than 100 new cases 
every year. The Wilson Heart Center has pio-
neered cardiac care for half a century, and 
performed one of the first open-heart surgeries 
in the area. It is also the first pediatric hospital 
west of the Rocky Mountains to be awarded 
Magnet Nursing status and received re-des-
ignation in 2008. 

With the vision and ingenuity of the first five 
women, the Guilds have helped to make Chil-
dren’s Hospital what it is today. For the past 
60 years the Guilds have been the largest fi-
nancial contributor to the hospital, raising al-
most $22 million. The hospital has used these 
funds to expand both services and the hos-
pital. In June 2009, the Guilds voted to sup-
port the largest single donation to the hospital, 
a $4 million commitment for the continuation 
of the Guilds Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Endowment. In 60 years funds 
have been raised through the fundraising ef-
forts of all of the Guilds; Llanada (established 
1949, disbanded), Kings (established 1949), 
La Feliz (established 1949), Los Rancheros 
(established 1949), Pleasant Valley (estab-
lished 1949, disbanded), Alegria (established 
1950), Corcoran (established 1950, dis-
banded), Las Madrinas (established 1950), 
Panoche (established 1950, disbanded), Rio 
Reyes (established 1950, disbanded), Sequoia 
(established 1950), Tenaya (established 
1950), La Caridad (established 1951, dis-
banded), La Tienda (established 1952), Holi-
day (established 1953), La Comida (estab-
lished 1953), Children’s Service (established 
1950s, disbanded), Los Ninos (established 
1950s, disbanded), Selma (established 1950s, 
disbanded), Las Amigas (established 1950s, 
disbanded), La Sierra (established 1999), La 
Visionaria (established 2007), Del Corazon 
(established 2008) and Los Ninos Hispanic 
(established 2008). 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate the Guilds of Children’s Hos-
pital Central California on 60 years of giving. 
I invite my colleagues to join me in wishing the 
Guilds many years of continued success. 

IN HONOR OF THE ANCIENT 
ORDER OF HIBERNIANS DIVISION 
4 ANNUAL IRISH FAMINE MASS 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2009 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
A.O.H., Division 4 and their Great Irish Hunger 
Annual Mass and Memorial Dedication. On 
Saturday, November 14, the A.O.H. will hold a 
mass and immediately following take part in a 
processional walk to Friendship Park in 
Keansburg, New Jersey, for the dedication 
and blessing of ‘‘The Great Irish Hunger 
Monument.’’ The monument was designed by 
artist Phil Sloan and A.O.H. Division 2 Presi-
dent Jack Sullivan. 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians was found-
ed in 1836 in New York City and is a nonprofit 
Catholic fraternal organization whose mission 
is to promote friendship, unity, and Christian 
charity among its members. The original order 
existed in Ireland for over 300 years and was 
created to help protect the lives of Catholic 
priests in occupied Ireland after the reign of 
England’s King Henry VIII. 

American chapters of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians were created for similar reasons 
like protecting the clergy and the Catholic 
Church and its followers while providing aid to 
the community at large. The A.O.H. admirably 
seeks to promote and preserve the Irish Herit-
age through art, music, dance, and culture. 
The services that they provide are important 
assets to my district and provide unique diver-
sity that is dearly valued. 

The Great Famine or Great Hunger created 
widespread starvation and disease which, cou-
pled with a mass exodus from Ireland, caused 
the country’s population to drop by more than 
20 percent. It is estimated that approximately 
1 million people died and 1 million more left 
Ireland during that period. The A.O.H. will 
honor and remember those devastated by the 
famine with a memorial mass, as well as bless 
their newly erected monument which will stand 
as a memorial to the lives lost and forever 
changed by the Great Hunger. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely hope my col-
leagues will join me in thanking the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians for the work they do in 
supporting my constituency, as well as honor 
the memory of those affected by the Great 
Hunger that struck Ireland over 150 years ago. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, De-
cember 8, 2009 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
DECEMBER 9 

9:30 a.m. 
Indian Affairs 

Business meeting to consider pending 
calendar business; to be immediately 
followed by a hearing to examine S. 
1690, to amend the Act of March 1, 1933, 
to transfer certain authority and re-
sources to the Utah Dineh Corporation; 
to be immediately followed by an over-
sight hearing to examine Department 
of the Interior backlogs. 

SD–628 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Robert A. Petzel, of Minnesota, 
to be Under Secretary for Health, and 
Raul Perea-Henze, of New York, to be 
Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Planning, both of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

SR–418 
10 a.m. 

Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the new Af-

ghanistan strategy, focusing on the 
view from the ground. 

SD–419 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Jacqueline A. Berrien, of 
New York, Victoria A. Lipnic, of Vir-
ginia, Chai Rachel Feldblum, of Mary-
land, all to be a Member of the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, 
P. David Lopez, of Arizona, to be Gen-
eral Counsel of the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, Patrick Al-
fred Corvington, of Maryland, to be 
Chief Executive Officer of the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Serv-
ice, Adele Logan Alexander, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Member of 
the National Council on the Human-
ities, and Lynnae M. Ruttledge, of 
Washington, to be Commissioner of the 
Rehabilitation Services Administra-
tion, Department of Education. 

SD–430 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
To hold hearings to examine five years 

after the Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act, focusing on 
stopping terrorist travel. 

SD–342 

Judiciary 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Department of Homeland Security. 
SH–216 

2 p.m. 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Economic Policy Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine creating 
jobs in the recession. 

SD–538 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine mortgage 
fraud, securities fraud, and the finan-
cial meltdown, focusing on prosecuting 
those responsible. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine research 

parks and job creation, focusing on in-
novation through cooperation. 

SR–253 
Foreign Relations 
European Affairs Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine strength-
ening the transatlantic economy. 

SD–419 
Finance 
International Trade, Customs, and Global 

Competitiveness Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine exports’ 

place on the path of economic recov-
ery. 

SD–215 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
Oversight of Government Management, the 

Federal Workforce, and the District of 
Columbia Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine the dip-
lomat’s shield, focusing on diplomatic 
security today. 

SD–342 

DECEMBER 10 

9:30 a.m. 
Environment and Public Works 

Business meeting to consider S. 373, to 
amend title 18, United States Code, to 
include constrictor snakes of the spe-
cies Python genera as an injurious ani-
mal, S. 1214, to conserve fish and aquat-
ic communities in the United States 
through partnerships that foster fish 
habitat conservation, to improve the 
quality of life for the people of the 
United States, S. 1421, to amend sec-
tion 42 of title 18, United States Code, 
to prohibit the importation and ship-
ment of certain species of carp, S. 1519, 
to provide for the eradication and con-
trol of nutria in Maryland, Louisiana, 
and other coastal States, S. 1965, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
provide financial assistance to the 
State of Louisiana for a pilot program 
to develop measures to eradicate or 
control feral swine and to assess and 
restore wetlands damaged by feral 
swine, H.R. 509, to reauthorize the Ma-
rine Turtle Conservation Act of 2004, 
H.R. 2188, to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior, through the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service, to conduct a 
Joint Venture Program to protect, re-
store, enhance, and manage migratory 
bird populations, their habitats, and 
the ecosystems they rely on, through 
voluntary actions on public and private 
lands, H.R. 3433, to amend the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act 
to establish requirements regarding 
payment of the non-Federal share of 
the costs of wetlands conservation 
projects in Canada that are funded 
under that Act, H.R. 3537, to amend and 
reauthorize the Junior Duck Stamp 

Conservation and Design Program Act 
of 1994, S. 1397, to authorize the Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to award grants for elec-
tronic device recycling research, devel-
opment, and demonstration projects, S. 
1660, to amend the Toxic Substances 
Control Act to reduce the emissions of 
formaldehyde from composite wood 
products, a proposed resolution relat-
ing to Army Corps study for Espanola 
Valley, and a proposed resolution relat-
ing to the General Services Adminis-
tration. 

SD–406 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Housing, Transportation and Community 

Development Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine the Federal 

role in overseeing the safety of public 
transportation systems. 

SD–538 
10 a.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security 

Subcommittee 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

aviation safety, focusing on Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) safety 
initiatives. 

SR–253 
Budget 

To hold hearings to examine data-driven 
performance, focusing on using tech-
nology to deliver results. 

SD–608 
Energy and Natural Resources 

To hold hearings to examine the role of 
grid-scale energy storage in meeting 
our energy and climate goals. 

SD–366 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine Treaty Be-
tween the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland Concerning De-
fense Trade Cooperation, done at Wash-
ington and London on June 21 and 26, 
2007 (Treaty Doc. 110–07), and Treaty 
Between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government 
of Australia Concerning Defense Trade 
Cooperation, done at Sydney, Sep-
tember 5, 2007 (Treaty Doc. 110–10). 

SD–419 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Grayling Grant Williams, of 
Maryland, to be Director of the Office 
of Counternarcotics Enforcement, and 
Elizabeth M. Harman, of Maryland, to 
be an Assistant Administrator of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, both of the Department of Home-
land Security. 

SD–342 
Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 448, to 
maintain the free flow of information 
to the public by providing conditions 
for the federally compelled disclosure 
of information by certain persons con-
nected with the news media, S. 714, to 
establish the National Criminal Justice 
Commission, S. 1624, to amend title 11 
of the United States Code, to provide 
protection for medical debt home-
owners, to restore bankruptcy protec-
tions for individuals experiencing eco-
nomic distress as caregivers to ill, in-
jured, or disabled family members, and 
to exempt from means testing debtors 
whose financial problems were caused 
by serious medical problems, S. 1765, to 
amend the Hate Crime Statistics Act 
to include crimes against the homeless, 
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