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A PROCLAMATION HONORING
WADE BROCK FOR WINNING THE
GIRLS’ DIVISION IV STATE SOFT-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Wade Brock showed hard work
and dedication to the sport of softball; and

Whereas, Wade Brock was a supportive
coach; and

Whereas, Wade Brock always displayed
sportsmanship on and off of the field; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Wade Brock on winning
the Girls’ Division IV State Softball Champion-
ship. We recognize the tremendous hard work
and sportsmanship he has demonstrated dur-
ing the 2008—-2009 softball season.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE VILLAGE OF WON-
DER LAKE

HON. MELISSA L. BEAN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Ms. BEAN. Madam Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the Village of Wonder Lake, a town in my
district celebrating a milestone anniversary this
year. This community has made a unique con-
tribution to the district | represent, and to the
State of lllinois.

The Village of Wonder Lake is celebrating
its 35 year anniversary. Located in McHenry
County, Wonder Lake takes its name from the
largest private man-made lake in the state of
lllinois. In the 1850s, the area of was served
by the Harsh School, a one room log building
serving about a dozen farmhouses. It was not
until 1974 that Wonder Lake was incorporated
as residents of the Sunrise Ridge community
came together to form a village.

Madam Speaker, the Village of Wonder
Lake is unique in its history and adds greatly
to the vibrant community of the Eighth District
of lllinois. | thank all the past leaders of the
Village of Wonder Lake for their dedication to
public service; their community would not have
reached this milestone without their hard work
and commitment. | congratulate Wonder Lake
for reaching their 35th anniversary and | wish
them continued success in the future.

HONORING DONNA COOK FREEMAN
OF SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today with my colleague Rep.
MIKE THOMPSON to honor the memory of
Donna Cook Freeman of Bodega Bay in my
district, an energetic community activist whose
petite frame exuded a feisty kind of determina-
tion combined with warmth and humor that
earned friends, political power and a long list
of accomplishments.

Donna came to Bodega Bay a half century
ago as a young, poor and pregnant fisher-
man’s wife with two small children in tow. She
left Bodega Bay and this earthly plain on Oc-
tober 30, 2009 after two weeks of farewell vis-
its from at least 150 friends. She was 72.

Donna Cook Freeman became involved in
local politics in the early 60s in one of the ear-
liest environmental battles of the modern era,
the fight over the planned construction of a
nuclear power plant at Bodega Head. Donna
and several other “ordinary” townspeople and
their friends took on the giant utility, and ulti-
mately won after they exposed the danger of
building the plant directly on the San Andreas
Fault.

Remaining active in coastal issues, she
served on the California Coastal Commission’s
advisory board for the county’s coastal plan.
She campaigned for a local assessment to
provide paramedics for the Bodega Bay Fire
Protection District. Later she served three
terms as a director of the Fire District. She
was also a founder of the Bodega Bay Fisher-
men’s Festival, and served as president and a
director of the Bodega Bay Chamber of Com-
merce, and for a decade she served on the
board of the Sonoma County Fair. She suc-
cessfully fought for new port facilities for com-
mercial and recreational fishermen that be-
came Spud Point Marina.

She also created a special place in a scrub
filled ravine at the foot of Bodega Head. She
filled it with cool ferns, waving trees, rippling
ponds, narrow foot bridges and a gazebo she
salvaged from the set of Alfred Hitchcock’s
Bodega Bay-based classic film, “The Birds.”
She called this sheltered refuge “Compass
Rose Garden,” named both for the center of
a compass and her mother. She raised her
family in a cottage in the garden, and turned
its verdant grounds into a place for weddings,
family events, community celebrations and po-
litical fund raisers that both advertised and ex-
panded her political influence.

She served on the Democratic State Central
Committee, and her endorsement was gold to
numerous political candidates courting west
Sonoma County votes. She served a vital role
in ushering in progressive politics to the coun-
ty when she successfully managed the cam-
paign of former Sonoma County Supervisor
Ernie Carpenter.

Last month she was diagnosed with ad-
vanced liver cancer and as her life ebbed
away, she made plans for a final celebration
at Compass Rose Garden. It was not to be.
Yet she leaves a legacy of progress, a legion
of friends and a loving family that includes her
husband, Clarence Freeman, her two daugh-
ters Melinda McLees and Melissa Freeman;
three sons, Scott Freeman, Kevin Freeman
and Steve Freeman; and their families which
include seven grandchildren; as well as her
brother James Cook and a sister Dorothy
Cook Hewett, and their families.

Madam Speaker, Donna Cook Freeman
brought creativity, vibrancy and determination
to every endeavor she took on. She led by her
powers of persuasion and her personal mag-
netism. She was born in the Depression, but
was guided through her life by her joyous
sense of possibility. When the boats are
blessed at the next Bodega Bay Fishermen’s
Festival, we will think of her and recall a spirit
that could rise above the waves.

————

HONORING THE SONOMA VALLEY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 100th anniversary of the
Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce. The
Chamber has long served as a spirited de-
fender of the Valley’'s interests, by encour-
aging new industry, organizing beautification
projects and managing flood control efforts.

The Chamber began the evening of April
10, 1909, when 32 businessmen convened
over dinner to discuss how they could stimu-
late commerce for the benefit of local mer-
chants and professionals.

Membership quickly grew to 100 and the
Chamber began their first initiatives, like pub-
lishing marketing material and establishing
committees to begin tackling an ambitious
agenda. In the early years, the Chamber
called for transportation improvements and
successfully lobbied Congress to protect a
local federal facility from closure.

During the Great Depression, the Sonoma
Valley Chamber of Commerce was instru-
mental in addressing needs of a paralyzed
business community. To generate renewed in-
terest in the organization, the Chamber hosted
an event benefiting street and driveway im-
provements.

In the subsequent years, the Chamber pio-
neered many efforts, including the creation of
a commuter bus service to San Francisco, the
endorsement of a municipal water system,
support for State Parks and advocacy for un-
derground utility and telephone lines. Notably,
the Chamber raised local matching funds for a
job stimulus program that was part of Presi-
dent Roosevelt's New Deal.
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