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Under his leadership, the Michigan
SCLC has waged numerous successful
battles and has had an enduring impact
on the lives of many. I guess one could
say, it is in his genes, having come
from a family historically noted for its
commitment to public service and
community empowerment.

Once again, I am delighted to con-
gratulate Dr. Young, a community
leader and my good friend. I wish him
and the SCLC the best as they continue
their important work.e

———

TRIBUTE TO THE BRANDON
BAUMAN FAMILY

e Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I congratulate the Brandon Bauman
Family for being named the 2009 North-
ern Arkansas County Farm Family.
The recognition comes in honor of the
Baumans’® efficiency of production,
conservation of energy and resources,
leadership in agriculture and commu-
nity affairs, home and farm improve-
ment, and home and farm manage-
ment.

Brandon and his wife Amy have two
daughters, Caroline and Abigail. They
farm 2,200 acres with rice, soybeans,
wheat, and oats. I was pleased to help
recognize the Baumans earlier this
month during the 70th Annual Stutt-
gart Chamber of Commerce Member-
ship Meeting and Banquet in Stuttgart.

As a seventh-generation Arkansan
and farmer’s daughter, and as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee, I understand firsthand and ap-
preciate the hard work and contribu-
tions of our farm families. Agriculture
is the backbone of Arkansas’s econ-
omy, creating more than 270,000 jobs in
the state and providing $9.1 billion in
wages and salaries. In total, agri-
culture contributes roughly $15.9 bil-
lion to the Arkansas economy each

year.
Our farm families are critical to our
Nation’s economic stability. Agri-
culture leads all TU.S. product

groupings with the largest trade sur-
plus at $23 billion in fiscal year 2009, al-
most triple the next largest category of
transportation products. We must work
to continue the farm family tradition,
so families such as the Baumans are
able to maintain their livelihoods and
continue to help provide the safe, abun-
dant, and affordable food supply that
feeds our own country and the world
and that is essential to our own eco-
nomic stability.

I salute the Baumans and all Arkan-
sas farm families for their hard work
and dedication.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO NORMA STRABALA
AND DEBBIE AHRENS

e Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I congratulate Norma Strabala as ‘‘Cit-
izen of the Year’ and Debbie Ahrens as
“Volunteer of the Year’ for Stuttgart,
AR.

I was pleased to be on-hand as Norma
and Debbie were recognized earlier this
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month during the 70th Annual Stutt-
gart Chamber of Commerce Member-
ship Meeting and Banquet in Stuttgart.
I have felt a long kinship to Stuttgart,
one of our delta communities not far
from and very similar to my hometown
of Helena. Stuttgart always feels like
home, and I am grateful for the friend-
ships I have made there. As members of
a community with such a great spirit
of volunteerism and caring, Norma and
Debbie should be particularly proud of
their recognitions.

According to those who know her
best, Norma always strives to help
other people through her attitude and
actions. She has consistently worked
to establish programs that help those
less fortunate. She was a key figure in
coordinating volunteer efforts during
and after the 2008 tornado and 2009
straight-line winds that damaged much
of the city, and during each holiday
season.

Similarly, Debbie is known through-
out Stuttgart for her volunteer efforts.
Through the years, she has been active
on many local Chamber of Commerce
committees and is a deserving recipi-
ent of the designation of ‘“Volunteer of
the Year.”

We should all embrace the spirit of
service and volunteerism on display by
these deserving individuals. I send my
heartfelt congratulations to both
Norma and Debbie.®

————

RECOGNIZING THE WYNNE
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

® Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
I would like to congratulate Wynne In-
termediate School, in Wynne, AR, on
achieving the designation as a ‘‘Pro-
gram of the Month” from the national
“Reading Is Fundamental,” or ‘“‘RIF,”
program for the month of December
2009. RIF prepares and motivates chil-
dren to read by delivering free books
and literacy resources to children and
families who need them most.

Located in the Arkansas Delta, not
far from where I attended public school
myself, the Wynne Intermediate
School RIF program serves 462 children
in the 4th and 5th grades. For the past
16 years, Wynne Intermediate School
has held engaging motivational activi-
ties for both students and parents.
With the closest bookstore 50 miles
away, families depend on the RIF pro-
gram to enjoy reading together.

I believe that education is the key to
success for our young people. The
knowledge and training that students
receive today are the tools that carry
them for the rest of their lives.

That is why I am so proud to help
recognize Kaley Boeckmann, RIF coor-
dinator, and the entire faculty and
staff at Wynne Intermediate School for
their dedication in helping increase op-
portunities for students to read and
learn. Through their leadership and
good example, countless students have
been motivated to expand their hori-
zons through the written word.

Most important, I would also like to
congratulate all of the students in
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Wynne who have discovered the joy of
reading. I encourage them to make the
most of their education and opportuni-
ties.®

———————

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT D.
ROSELLINI

e Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment to recog-
nize a very special advocate and former
Governor of my home State of Wash-
ington who is celebrating his 100th
birthday on Thursday.

Albert D. Rosellini served two terms
as Governor of Washington State, first
being elected in 1956. Before he was
elected Governor, he served as the dep-
uty prosecutor of King County and 18
consecutive years in the State senate.

Throughout his career, Governor
Rosellini has been a dedicated public
servant and an inspiration to genera-
tions of public servants. I know that
Governor Rosellini’s knowledge, drive
and passion for service has made my
home state a better place to live and
work. It is an honor to have had the op-
portunity to earn the support and ad-
vice of such an extraordinary figure in
my State’s history.

In the State senate, Albert was a
champion for labor, small business and
equality, introducing an unfair prac-
tice bill to ensure small businesses re-
ceive decent prices, a fair employment
practices bill, and an equal wage bill
for women.

He strived to improve the quality of
education in Washington State by sup-
porting measures to improve retire-
ment programs and raise salaries for
teachers. He also promoted improve-
ments to schools for the mentally dis-
abled, deaf and blind. As a sponsor of
the Youth Protection Act, Albert pro-
moted progressive correctional pro-
grams for delinquents and revitalized
penal institutions and juvenile institu-
tions that are still in use today.

In 1951, he introduced a bill that cre-
ated a teaching hospital on the campus
of the University of Washington, con-
tinuing his goal to improve education
and medical facilities across the State.
That hospital is the basis of the ac-
claimed medical center we have there
today.

As Governor, Albert worked to diver-
sify Washington State’s industry by
creating the Department of Commerce
and Economic Development which
brought international trade to Wash-
ington. This department helped launch
the high tech industry in this area and
developed Overlake Park in Bellevue
where Microsoft and other high tech
companies are currently established.

The leadership abilities displayed by
Governor Rosellini were quickly no-
ticed by his colleagues and he was
elected chairman of the National Gov-
ernors Association during his second
term as Governor.

Since leaving  office, Governor
Rosellini has continued his commit-
ment to better Washington State. In
1979 he helped our State’s athletes at-
tend and compete on the world’s stage
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