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to assert leadership and to make clear that 
EPA does not have authority to regulate these 
sorts of emissions under the Clean Air Act. 

That is why I have introduced bipartisan leg-
islation in the House to address this very seri-
ous issue. 

On February 2, 2010, I introduced H.R. 
4572, a bill to prohibit EPA from regulating 
greenhouse gas emissions under the authority 
of the Clean Air Act. My bill would also stop 
EPA from holding U.S. producers and renew-
able fuels industries responsible for land use 
changes in other countries and would expand 
the definition of what qualifies as renewable 
biomass under U.S. energy law. 

Congressman COLLIN C. PETERSON, the 
Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee, 
and Congresswoman JO ANN EMERSON, R– 
Missouri, joined me as original cosponsors of 
H.R. 4572. This legislation will send a clear 
message that many of us in Congress are just 
plain concerned about what EPA is trying to 
do under the authority of the Clean Air Act 
and are ready to do something about it. 

I am very hopeful that H.R. 4572 will be-
come law or will be included in any sort of 
scaled back energy bill that could conceivably 
be drafted this year. In my view, enacting 
common sense, bipartisan energy legislation, 
like the bill I have introduced, will help build 
consensus among the American people and 
Congress on energy and environmental policy 
issues and would allow for the United States 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions over 
time. 
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the service of my good 
friend, His Excellency Zhou Wenzhong, Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the People’s Republic of China to the United 
States. Ambassador Zhou is completing his 
term as Ambassador to the United States after 
more than five years of service. 

During his long and distinguished career 
working for China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ambassador Zhou has been deeply involved 
in building United States-China relations serv-
ing as Attaché and then Third Secretary of the 
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China to 
the United States from 1978 to 1983, Deputy 
Consul General in San Francisco from 1987 to 
1990, Deputy Director General of the Depart-
ment of North American and Oceanian Affairs 
from 1993 to 1994, Consul General in Los An-
geles from 1994 to 1995, Minister of the Em-
bassy of the People’s Republic of China to the 
United States from 1995 to 1998, Assistant 
Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2001 to 2003, 
Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2003 to 
2005 and, most recently, Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Re-
public to the United States from 2005 to 2010. 

Ambassador Zhou has effectively rep-
resented his country with honor by ensuring 

constructive cooperation and effective commu-
nication between United States and Chinese 
leaders through many initiatives including the 
establishment of new senior-level political dia-
logues such as the United States-China Stra-
tegic and Economic Dialogue. 

Ambassador Zhou has also been a strong 
advocate for deeper United States-China eco-
nomic relations, helping Chinese companies to 
increase their investments in the United States 
and demonstrating to Americans the opportu-
nities presented by markets in China. Ambas-
sador Zhou has personally visited nearly every 
state in the United States to meet with Amer-
ican businesses and workers to promote bilat-
eral economic relations. 

Through frequent and productive commu-
nications with the United States Congress and 
by strengthening the United States-China 
Interparliamentary Exchange, Ambassador 
Zhou has helped foster mutual understanding 
and respect between the two governments. 

Ambassador Zhou has also helped to inform 
America’s understanding of China by over-
seeing numerous educational and cultural 
events during his time as Ambassador and, 
during his tenure, there has been a dramatic 
increase in people-to-people exchanges as 
more United States citizens travel to China 
and more Chinese citizens visit the United 
States. 

For these and many other reasons, I pay 
special tribute to Ambassador Zhou and com-
mend him for his leadership and tireless ef-
forts in promoting goodwill between our gov-
ernments and people. I offer Ambassador 
Zhou and his dear wife, Madame Xie, my sin-
cere best wishes as they return to their home 
in China. They will be greatly missed. 
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Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
state for the record that today I introduced H. 
Res. 1023, challenging the constitutionality of 
the House and Senate passed health care 
bills with respect to the individual mandate re-
quiring American citizens to purchase govern-
ment approved health insurance. My resolu-
tion also demands the removal of the indi-
vidual health insurance mandate from any final 
healthcare reform bill that Congress considers. 

H. Res. 1023 builds off the efforts of at least 
36 state legislatures, including Oklahoma, that 
are looking to limit or oppose health mandates 
in the House and Senate passed health care 
reform bills that would require purchase of 
government approved health insurance. These 
state actions are in direct opposition to the 
draconian national health care reform meas-
ures that are currently under consideration by 
the House and Senate. 

Throughout the healthcare debate, the Ad-
ministration and this Congress have largely ig-
nored the most fundamental question of all— 
whether or not the Federal Government is 
overstepping its constitutional bounds by tak-
ing over our healthcare system. Even back in 
1994, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office, CBO, wrote that it would be an unprec-
edented form of Federal action for Congress 
to mandate that all individuals are required to 

purchase health insurance. I introduced this 
resolution to send a strong message that the 
personal mandates in both the House and 
Senate passed healthcare bills are unprece-
dented and unconstitutional—nowhere in the 
Constitution is Congress given the power to 
force Americans to purchase a good or serv-
ice or enter into a contract—which these bills 
would do. 

By forcing Americans to purchase govern-
ment approved health insurance, the Adminis-
tration and the Democrat majority are essen-
tially saying that you don’t have a right to 
choose what health insurance plan is best for 
you, your family or your business—I strongly 
disagree. 

There are better ways to bring health insur-
ance to the uninsured. There are incentives 
that Congress could pass right now with bipar-
tisan support—such as allowing individuals to 
purchase insurance across state lines to re-
duce cost, and offering tax deductions for indi-
viduals and families who are uninsured—that 
would make purchasing insurance easier and 
cheaper for all Americans. Unfortunately, the 
House and Senate passed healthcare bills co-
erce and compel individuals to purchase insur-
ance with tax penalties and possible prison 
terms. 
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Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, unfortunately, I missed the following 
recorded votes on the House floor on 
Wednesday, January 27, 2010. 

I.would have voted ‘‘no’’ on roll call vote No. 
20 (on agreeing to H. Res. 1038, which pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 3726 and H.R. 
4474), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 21 (on motion 
to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 
1024), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 22 (on pas-
sage of H.R. 4474), ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 
23 (on passage of H.R. 3726), ‘‘aye’’ on roll-
call vote No. 24 (on motion to suspend the 
rules and agree to H.R. 4508), ‘‘aye’’ on roll-
call vote No. 25 (on motion to suspend the 
rules and agree to H. Res. 1020). 
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HONORING REZA ASSEMI 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Reza 
Assemi upon being awarded with the ‘‘You 
Get It Award’’ by the Greater Fresno Area 
Chamber of Commerce and Image Fresno Co-
alition. Mr. Assemi will be honored on 
Wednesday, December 16, 2009 in Fresno, 
California. 

Mr. Reza Assemi was raised in Fresno, 
California. He attended Bullard High School 
and California State University, Fresno where 
he earned a Bachelors degree in Philosophy. 
After college, he resided in both San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles seeking a viable art 
community where he could live and work. In 
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