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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, February 22, 2010, at 2 p.m. 

Senate 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2010 

The Senate met at 2:30 p.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable AL 
FRANKEN, a Senator from the State of 
Minnesota. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, You are present with us 

in light and shadows. Keep our Sen-
ators responsive to Your light as they 
seek to please You in all they say and 
do. Lord, remind them that You are 
available to support and sustain them 
in all situations. Give them the ability 
to grasp sufficient truth to fulfill Your 
purposes on Earth and to glorify Your 
name. Fill them with Your power, 
transforming them into instruments of 
Your love and grace. 

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable AL FRANKEN led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, February 11, 2010. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable AL FRANKEN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Minnesota, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. FRANKEN thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. I be-
lieve the majority leader may be on his 
way. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KYLE SIMMONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, one 
of the most gratifying things about 
spending a good deal of time in the 
Senate, as I have, is the optimism that 
comes from seeing talent renew itself 
year after year. I have had the good 
fortune of having many talented staff-
ers over the years, and the staff I have 

now is an incredible group. But every 
one of them will tell you that when 
Kyle Simmons gets up from his tidy 
desk and walks out of his office this 
Friday, the office they return to on 
Monday will be a very different place. 

It has been said that no one is indis-
pensable, and that may be true. But 
few of us can imagine S–229 without 
Kyle Simmons in it. So it will take 
some adjusting. And part of that ad-
justment involves doing something this 
week that Kyle never did. We are going 
to speak well of him. We are going to 
talk about his many virtues. We are 
going to make him a little uncomfort-
able. Because every single person on 
my staff knows what it’s like to be sin-
gled out for a good piece of work, or for 
going above and beyond the call of 
duty; everybody, that is, except our 
chief of staff. Now it is our turn. 

The first thing to say about Kyle is 
that he is humble. And that is really 
saying something in this town. Most 
people in Washington look in the mir-
ror in the morning and think they see 
a future President. Not Kyle. If he 
looks in the mirror at all in the morn-
ing, I would imagine that what he sees 
is the son of a Baptist minister who 
was blessed with a privilege he didn’t 
seek and who has tried to earn that 
privilege every single day, regardless of 
how well he did the day before. As he 
used to tell his father, ‘‘Dad, I’m al-
ways just one mistake away from look-
ing for a job.’’ 

He had a modest upbringing. But he 
excelled at everything. One day when 
Kyle was about 10 years old, he made 
his way over to the Tate’s Creek public 
golf course and picked up a club. Soon 
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