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insurance on the individual market,
are bearing the burden of a 20 percent
rate hike in a recession.

Who’s getting this 20 percent? It’s
not the patients, it’s not my doctors,
it’s not my hospitals.

This fact screams for the need for na-
tional health insurance reform, reform
that drives down health care costs for
everyone, and asking those who make
the biggest bucks off the system to
take a little bit less.

Today President Obama is going to
convene Members of both parties in a
televised forum to sit down and try to
fix our health insurance mess. And I'm
hopeful that our Republican friends
will finally bring some ideas that will
change this status quo for individuals
in my district, seniors and small busi-
nesses across the Nation. Instead of
empowering these insurance industry
rate increases, they should work with
us to stop them.

I'm not naive. This may not happen
today. But I'll tell you this: people in
Connecticut will be watching.

HEALTH CARE SUMMIT

(Mr. HERGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, the
President continues to ignore the
American people’s fundamental rejec-
tion of this health care bill. He needs
to listen to the American public when
they say ‘“‘no”” to Big Government and
“no’”” to government-run health care.
Yet, his proposal is more of the same
government intrusion and high taxes
that have been the dominant things of
his health care plan since day one.

By refusing to change his plan, the
President is demonstrating that to-
day’s summit and his rhetoric about
working with Republicans to find solu-
tions are purely for show.

Mr. Speaker, it’s time to start over
and allow the public to have a seat at
the table.

———
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ORLANDO ZAPATA TAMAYO

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to share my deep sadness over the loss
of a human prisoner of conscience, Or-
lando Zapata Tamayo, held by the
Cuban regime.

Orlando Zapata Tamayo was first ar-
rested in March of 2003 for partici-
pating in a hunger strike to demand
the release of Dr. Oscar Biscet and
other prisoners of conscience. Since his
initial arrest and unwarranted impris-
onment, the regime consistently in-
creased Zapata’s prison term to 47
years.

While in prison, Zapata endured fre-
quent beatings and unimaginable living
conditions. On December 3, Mr. Zapata
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began a hunger strike to protest the
human rights violations and the re-
peated beatings by the Cuban authori-
ties. After an 83-day hunger strike, Or-
lando Zapata Tamayo passed away on
Thursday, February 23, 2010, with his
mother at his side.

In mourning the death of Orlando Za-
pata Tamayo, I urge my colleagues to
listen to his message of freedom and re-
spect for human life. As the atrocities
he fought against remain the reality of
Cuba today, we must continue to fight
for human rights and the release of all
political prisoners.

————————

SNOHOMISH COUNTY AUTO THEFT
TASK FORCE

(Mr. LARSEN of Washington asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to recognize the
Snohomish County Auto Theft Task
Force for its success in combating ve-
hicle theft in my district.

Recently, the task force was recog-
nized as the top auto theft recovery
team in Washington State by the
Washington Auto Theft Prevention Au-
thority. While vehicle thefts across the
State decreased 20 percent in 2009, Sno-
homish County led the way with a re-
markable 29 percent decline.

The Snohomish County Auto Theft
Task Force is an example of law en-
forcement agencies working together
to make a difference in our commu-
nity. The Snohomish team is made up
of detectives from the Monroe,
Marysville, and Lynnwood police de-
partments; the Washington State Pa-
trol; the Snohomish County Sheriff’s
Office, the Snohomish County Prosecu-
tor’s Office, and, most recently, the
Tulalip Tribes.

Through this partnership, the task
force disrupted the operation of 26 chop
shops and theft rings over the past year
alone—tracking down stolen vehicles,
arresting those responsible, and help-
ing make sure the bad guys were con-
victed.

Since forming in 2008, the Snohomish
County team has convicted over 100
people and recovered 82 vehicles with
an estimated value of $1.5 million along
with $337,400 worth of stolen property.

At a time when budgets are stretched
thin, we should not forget the needs of
law enforcement or of the work of our
prosecutor’s office in making sure
these folks are behind bars.

———

ANTITRUST EXEMPTION REPEAL

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the House took a major step
forward by repealing the antitrust ex-
emption for health insurance compa-
nies. For more than 65 years, insurance
companies have been able to play by a
different set of rules, and the result has
been disastrous for my constituents
and for families across the country.
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Americans deserve choices. They de-
serve the ability to pick the health
plan they want at an affordable price,
but because of these health insurance
exemptions from antitrust, they were
denied that trust. Insurance companies
have been shielded from legal liability
for price fixing, for sabotaging their
competitors in order to drive them out
of the market. In most industries,
these behaviors would be unacceptable,
but for the insurance industry, it’s just
another play in the book.

I have been a long and strong pro-
ponent of repealing this antitrust ex-
emption. I'm thrilled that the House
acted in such a bipartisan fashion to do
so, and I urge the Senate to quickly
pass this legislation so that all of our
constituents can have a choice.

———

MILITARY FAMILIES JOB
CONTINUITY ACT

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker,
every year our servicemembers across
the country receive permanent change-
of-station orders, having to relocate
their families to meet the needs of our
national defense. In the process, mili-
tary spouses often have to put their ca-
reers on hold.

My new legislation, the Military
Families Job Continuity Act, offers a
$600 tax credit to any military spouse
who has to renew or transfer a profes-
sional license when a permanent
change-of-station order takes their
family across State lines. This tax
credit will ease the stress of transfers
and help military spouses quickly reen-
ter the workforce.

I urge my colleagues to renew our
commitment to our soldiers and to our
soldiers’ families by supporting the
Military Families Job Continuity Act.

———

NATIONAL TEACH AG DAY

(Mr. CHILDERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHILDERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of National Teach Ag
Day. I have introduced a bill, House
Resolution 886, to honor our Nation’s
agriculture educators and to support
National Teach Ag Day on this day,
February 25, 2010.

At a time when there is a nationwide
teacher shortage in ag education and
many agricultural education programs
are suffering from the lack of qualified
teachers, I feel it’s important to en-
courage students to explore careers as
teachers in agriculture. These teachers
work hard to ensure that over a mil-
lion American students receive an ag
education as part of their curriculum.

Ag educators work hand in hand with
community groups like FFA to
strengthen communities. Our Nation’s
food supply depends on our continued
support of the entire agriculture indus-
try. Encouraging students to pursue
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