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body image, respectful relationships, and lead-
ership skills. As our nation reflects this week
on the importance of healthy eating habits and
the destructive effects of eating disorders, we
are presented with a unique opportunity to
empower girls to lead healthier lives. We rec-
ognize that the self-esteem issues in young
women are getting worse and the time to take
action is now.

It is in this spirit that | encourage all of my
colleagues to partner with the Girl Scouts in
their efforts to promote media messages that
feature girls and women who have diverse
body images and act as positive role models.

As co-chair of Troop Capitol Hill, the Hon-
orary Congressional Girl Scout Troop for all
women Members of Congress, it is an honor
to partner with the Girl Scouts to promote pol-
icy solutions that improve girls’ lives.

———

ORLANDO ZAPATA TAMAYO: A
CUBAN HERO

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2010

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, Friday’s Wash-
ington Post featured an editorial which posed
the following question: “Since the critique of
the old Cuba policy was grounded in its sup-
posed ineffectiveness, it seems fair to ask: Is
the new, Castro-friendly approach working?”

The Post continued, “A good answer to that
question came Tuesday, when Orlando Za-
pata Tamayo, a 42-year old Afro-Cuban polit-
ical prisoner, died after an 83-day hunger
strike.”

Last week, just 90 miles off our shores, Mr.
Tamayo’s heroic protest against his treatment
by the Cuban regime tragically ended.

Mr. Tamayo had been active in several dis-
sident organizations and was arrested in 2003
during a government crackdown and sen-
tenced to a lengthy prison term. Forced to en-
dure what he described as repeated beatings
among other abuses, he stopped eating solid
foods on December 3. At the time of his death
he was he was facing a total of 36 years in
prison for a variety of baseless charges,
among them “disobedience.”

He was not alone in his repression. The
U.S. State Department’s annual human rights
report outlines in grim detail the reality of life
in a country where the government continues
to deny its citizens the most basic human
rights. The 2009 report indicated that at year’s
end there were “at least 205 political prisoners
and detainees. As many as 5,000 citizens
served sentences for ‘dangerousness,” without
being charged with a specific crime,” accord-
ing to the report.

I'd be curious to know how many of those
political prisoners or their families have been
visited by any of the international delegations,
including U.S. congressional delegations, that
frequent Havana.

| have long held the belief—in Democrat
and Republican administrations alike—that
America is most true to its defining principles
when in the face of tyranny, fear and oppres-
sion, we boldly speak for those whose voices
have been silenced. Ronald Reagan did this
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time and again with the Soviet Union. And
when the Wall had crumbled, and the dust
had settled, stories emerged of dissidents who
found the hope to carry on when word
reached their cells of this American president
who had raised, by name, their individual
plight.

Let us speak out for heroes like Mr. Tamayo
who cannot speak for themselves.

———

ROSEHAVEN MANOR

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2010

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Rosehaven Manor on their
20th Anniversary as a retirement community in
my hometown of Flint, Michigan. A celebration
is planned for Thursday, March 4th to honor
this milestone.

Associated Management recognized the
need for senior housing in the Flint area and
broke ground at the building site on December
20, 1988. The work was completed on the 123
units in February 1990 and the grand opening
was held in March of that year. All the units
were rented and at that time there was a wait-
ing list. Today there are three original resi-
dents still living at Rosehaven Manor; my sis-
ter, June Crockett, Kathleen Shepard and
Clarence Henderson.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating the
staff and Associated Management for pro-
viding senior housing to the Flint community.
| commend them for their service to the resi-
dents of Rosehaven Manor for the past 20
years.

———

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND ABRAHAM
BROWN

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2010

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life and accomplish-
ments of Reverend Abraham Brown—and to
acknowledge his contributions to education,
social progress, and to the community of
Tampa Bay.

Rev. Brown was born in downtown Tampa,
the youngest of 3 children. He graduated from
Tampa’s Middleton Senior High School in
1946 and continued his education as an All
Conference Student Athlete at Florida Agri-
culture and Mechanical University (FAMU). He
graduated in 1950 and ultimately earned a
Master's Degree in Administration and Super-
vision.

Rev. Brown returned to Tampa and went to
work for the students in the public
Hillsborough County Schools for thirty-eight
years as a Teacher, Coach and Administrator.
His coaching promoted sixteen athletes to pro-
fessional football. These professional players
attribute their success to the firm foundation
and inspirational teachings of Coach Abe
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Brown. “Coach” retired from Hillsborough’s
school system on January 29, 1988 as Dean
of Boys at Chamberlain High School.

In 1976 a former player of Rev. Brown was
charged with murder and Brown realized that
he had taught young men how to play football
but had not taught them how to live productive
lives. In response to this he founded Prison
Crusade Ministries, Inc. (now Abe Brown Min-
istries, Inc.) a non-profit organization that en-
ables offenders, ex-offenders, their families,
and others at risk, to achieve productive and
spiritually fulfilling lives.

Rev. Brown continued his social outreach
and in 1991, he received nationwide coverage
and honor through an article in the Readers
Digest regarding his active establishment and
implementation of an effort to stop street drug
sales in Tampa’s College Hill community.

In 1993, he was awarded the America’s
Award (“The Nobel Peace Prize for Good-
ness”) for dedication through the Norman Vin-
cent Peale Foundation. Rev. Brown was
named Father of the Year in 2007 by the 100
Black Men of Tampa Bay and was also hon-
ored by the Tampa Chapter of the NFL and
Hall of Fame with the J. Rex Farrior Award. In
2008, Tampa’s new Middleton High School
stadium was named “Abe Brown Stadium” in
his honor.

Rev. Brown is a tremendous role model for
our youth and an inspiration to our community.
He selflessly devoted his life to others and in-
stead of abandoning those who had lost their
way he worked tirelessly to help them get
back on track. He not only helped numerous
individuals, he helped an entire community.
That is why | rise today to honor the life of
Reverend Abraham Brown.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2010

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, |
attended the grand opening events of the Kia
Motors manufacturing facility in West Point,
Georgia. As a result, | missed a number of
votes. Had | been present, | would have voted
the following:

Nay on Reyes of Texas Amendment, as
Modified on Agreeing to the Amendment to
H.R. 2701 (rollcall No. 69)

Aye on Hastings of Florida Amendment, on
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 2701 (roll-
call No. 70)

Aye on Schauer of Michigan Amendment,
on Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 2701
(rollcall No. 71)

Aye on Motion to Recommit with Instruc-
tions, the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2010 (rollcall No. 72)

Nay on Passage, the Intelligence Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (rollcall No. 73)

Aye on Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Agree to Recognizing the difficult challenges
Black veterans faced when returning home
after serving in the Armed Forces, their heroic
military sacrifices, and their patriotism in fight-
ing for equal rights and for the dignity of a
people and a Nation (rollcall No. 74)
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