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classroom and for her work with students. The 
Region V Education Service Center named 
her Outstanding Principal while the Council on 
Exceptional Children presented her with the 
Will L. Smith Award. Similarly, Lamar Univer-
sity inducted her into their Administrator’s Hall 
of Fame. 

The Second Congressional District of Texas 
honors Ms. Gail Krohn for her many years of 
service to the Nederland Independent School 
District. The lessons and ideals that she 
taught will resonate with students and genera-
tions for years to come. 

And that’s the way it is. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
VIRGINIA PIERCE AND THE 
WOMEN AIRFORCE SERVICE PI-
LOTS OF WORLD WAR II 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2010 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the service and achievements 
of Virginia Pierce from Alturas, California. Dur-
ing World War Two, Mrs. Pierce flew as a 
member of the Women Airforce Service Pilots 
(WASP). These aviators were the first female 
flyers to be trained on U.S. Military aircraft. 
During the time when the need of the country 
was greatest, these brave women flew fighter, 
bomber, transport and training aircraft in the 
defense of American freedom and liberty. 

I was a proud cosponsor of the legislation 
that recognized these women’s service, and I 
rise today to recognize Virginia Pierce and 
congratulate her on receiving the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF EBBY 
HALLIDAY’S 99TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2010 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ebby Halliday Acres as she 
celebrates her ninety-ninth birthday today. 
Ebby has truly made a lifelong impact on the 
Dallas community and real estate industry 
through her many entrepreneurial and philan-
thropic endeavors. 

Ebby Halliday Realtors was founded in 1945 
by Ebby and her beloved husband, Maurice 
Acers. Their company began with only fifty-two 
homes in North Dallas, and has since grown 
to become one of the largest privately owned 
residential real estate firms in the country. 
Success for Ebby Halliday is not simply a re-
sult of her hard work and entrepreneurial spir-
it. She is notorious for the personal care and 
attention she gives to her employees, agents, 
and buyers. She has received numerous 
awards recognizing her professional success 
over the years. To name a few, Ebby received 
the Horatio Alger Award in 2005, the Visionary 
Award from Foundation Fighting Blindness, 
and the Linz Award in 2008. 

Ebby is also celebrated in the Dallas com-
munity for generously donating her time and 
efforts, as well as significant financial support, 
to numerous philanthropic endeavors. St. Paul 
Medical Center, United Way of Metropolitan 
Dallas, and the Communities Foundation of 
Texas are only three of the many nonprofit or-
ganizations and causes that have been per-
sonally touched by Ebby’s love for her com-
munity and dedication to making the City of 
Dallas a better place. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in expressing our heartiest congratulations 
to Ebby as she celebrates her ninety-ninth 
birthday. May we all strive to match Ebby’s 
passion for improving our communities and 
her unwavering commitment to success. 
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NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2010 

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the National Peace Corps Week 
that is celebrated from March 1 through March 
7, 2010. 

The Peace Corps traces its roots and mis-
sion to the early 1960s, when then Senator 
John F. Kennedy inspired Americans to serve 
their country in the cause of peace by living 
and working in developing countries. The 
Peace Corps celebrated its 49th anniversary 
on March 1st. 

As of September 30, 2009, 7,671 Peace 
Corps Volunteers are making significant and 
lasting contributions to improve the lives of in-
dividuals and communities in 76 countries. 
Since 1961, nearly 200,000 Volunteers have 
served in 139 countries around the world and 
in their local communities in the United States 
when they return home. 

The Peace Corps has become an enduring 
symbol of our nation’s commitment to encour-
age progress, create opportunity, and expand 
development at the grass-roots level in the de-
veloping world. 

That is why I strongly support federal fund-
ing to ensure a strong and vibrant Peace 
Corps program. 

Throughout its history, the Peace Corps has 
adapted and responded to the issues of the 
times. In an ever-changing world, Peace 
Corps Volunteers have met new challenges 
with innovation, creativity, determination, and 
compassion. 

Peace Corps Volunteers work in Africa, 
Asia, the Caribbean, Central and South Amer-
ica, Europe, the Pacific Islands, and the Mid-
dle East. Volunteers have made contributions 
around the world in agriculture, business de-
velopment, information technology, education, 
health and HIV/AIDS, youth, and the environ-
ment. 

Peace Corps Volunteers will arrive in Indo-
nesia in spring 2010 and will work as English 
teachers in high schools and at teacher train-
ing institutions. In mid-2010, Peace Corps Vol-
unteers will return to Sierra Leone after a 16- 
year absence. Volunteers will focus on sec-
ondary education and work with their host 
communities on grassroots initiatives and 
community development projects. 

Peace Corps Volunteers have strengthened 
the ties of friendship and understanding be-
tween the people of the United States and 
those of other countries. Their work around 
the globe represents a legacy of service that 
has become a significant part of America’s 
history and positive image abroad. Their de-
sire to make a difference has improved the 
lives of millions of people around the world as 
well as here in the United States. 

Peace Corps Volunteers provide hope and 
meaningful assistance to people affected by 
HIV/AIDS. The tireless efforts and dedication 
of Volunteers have made the Peace Corps a 
key partner in the global response to the HIV/ 
AIDS pandemic. Peace Corps Volunteers are 
uniquely suited to work in HIV/AIDS aware-
ness and prevention because they are trained 
in the local language, live and work in the 
communities where they serve, and know how 
to share information in a culturally appropriate 
way. 

Peace Corps Response provides returned 
Peace Corps Volunteers the opportunity to 
serve again in rewarding, high-impact, short- 
term assignments. Since its inception in 1996, 
this program has sent more than 1,000 re-
turned Volunteers into the field in over 40 
countries. Peace Corps Response Volunteers 
are deployed to crisis situations such as dis-
aster relief following natural catastrophes, as 
well as to nonemergency interventions such 
as HIV/AIDS awareness. 

Through Peace Corps service, Volunteers 
worldwide learn more than 250 languages and 
dialects, and they receive extensive cross-cul-
tural training that enables them to function ef-
fectively at a professional level in different cul-
tural settings. Returned Peace Corps Volun-
teers are leaders in all sectors of our society. 

My home state of Colorado is a very serv-
ice-oriented state and its first lady, Ms. Jean-
nie Ritter, wife of Colorado Governor Bill Rit-
ter, was a Peace Corps volunteer who served 
in Tunisia in a center for the disabled. 

My district, the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Colorado, has a strong tradition of vol-
unteerism and I would also like to take this op-
portunity to recognize in particular the great 
work of 38 constituents who are currently 
serving as Peace Corps Volunteers in coun-
tries like Togo, Costa Rica, Peru, Zambia, 
Honduras, Malawi and the Dominican Repub-
lic, among others. Thank you very much for 
your contributions to the people and commu-
nities of these nations and for serving as am-
bassadors of peace, hope and opportunity. 

In addition, I am very proud that the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Boulder—our state’s flag-
ship higher education institution—ranks sec-
ond in the nation among colleges and univer-
sities for the most alumni joining Peace Corps 
in 2009 with 95 active volunteers and con-
tinues its great tradition of national and inter-
national service. Historically, the University of 
Colorado at Boulder ranks 5th for most alumni 
Volunteers in America, with 2,206 alumni hav-
ing served as Peace Corps Volunteers since 
1961. 

It is indeed fitting to recognize the achieve-
ments of the Peace Corps and honor its Vol-
unteers, past and present, and reaffirm our 
country’s commitment to helping people help 
themselves throughout the world. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating the Na-
tional Peace Corps Week and the 49th anni-
versary of this wonderful program. 
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