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security interest and asset, and that the
elimination of funding for the NASA Con-
stellation program in the President’s pro-
posed FY 2011 budget presents national secu-
rity concerns.

The President’s proposed FY2011 budget
eliminates funding for the Constellation Pro-
gram which includes the Orion Crew Capsule,
the Altair Lunar Lander, and the Ares I and
Ares V rockets. These programs, which to-
gether comprise our human spaceflight pro-
gram, were authorized in both 2005 and 2008
by Republican and Democratic Congresses
respectively. It is under the Constellation
program, that NASA is currently developing
new launch vehicles and spacecraft capable
of travel to the moon, Mars and other des-
tinations. Not only does cancelling the Con-
stellation Program jeopardize America’s
leadership role in human space exploration,
but it will have detrimental effects on na-
tional security.

NASA conducts aeronautics research to ad-
dress aviation safety, air traffic control,
noise and, emissions reductions and fuel effi-
ciency. NASA’s contribution to our knowl-
edge of air and water supports improved de-
cision making for natural resource manage-
ment and emergency response, thus enabling
us to better respond to future homeland se-
curity threats.

Knowledge of Earth’s water cycle is a crit-
ical first step in protecting our water supply;
water flows over the Earth’s surface in
oceans, lakes, and streams, and is particu-
larly vulnerable to attack.

NASA sensors provide a wealth of informa-
tion about the water cycle; and contributes
to improving our ability to monitor water
resources and water quality from space; we
must also protect the quality and safety of
the air we breathe; airborne contaminants
can pose danger to human health; and chem-
ical, nuclear, radiological, and biological at-
tacks are plausible threats against which we
can protect.

Thus, join me in my efforts to restore
funding for the Constellation to the FY 2011
budget for the following reasons:

(1) Elimination of the Constellation pro-
gram, will present Homeland security impli-
cations for Cyberspace, critical infrastruc-
ture, and Intelligence community of the
United States;

(2) Elimination of the Constellation pro-
gram will compromise the effectiveness of
the International Space Station as it relates
to the strategic importance of space station
research, and intelligence;

(3) Continuation of NASA’s Constellation
program is crucial to improving national se-
curity, climate, and research in science and
medicine.

(4) The United States should maintain its
funding of the Constellation program and
should begin funding commercial space in
five years and not sooner.

To join as a co-sponsor, please call my of-
fice for Mona K. Floyd of my staff or email
(Mona.FloydPmail.house.gov).

Very truly yours,
SHEILA JACKSON LEE,
Member of Congress.

Mr. OLSON. Very briefly, I would
like to thank my colleague from Texas
for all her support of the Johnson
Space Center. True hero back home.
And I couldn’t agree with you more
about every American has benefited
from the human spaceflight.

I thank all my colleagues for coming
here tonight.

———

CHARLIE WILSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
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woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Earlier
this evening, Madam Speaker, col-
leagues came to the floor of the House
to salute our late colleague, the Honor-
able Congressman Charles Wilson, who
made the people of the world happy be-
cause of his enthusiasm and leadership.

Congressman Wilson was born June 1,
1933, in the small town of Trinity,
Texas. He attended public schools there
and graduated from Trinity High
School in 1951.

While attending Sam Houston State
University in Huntsville, Texas, Wilson
was appointed to the United States
Naval Academy. He received his B.S.
degree, graduating eighth from the bot-
tom of his class in 1956.
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However, that was not a testimony to
how Charlie Wilson would serve this
Nation.

He served in the Navy, attaining the
rank of lieutenant. He graduated as a
gunnery officer. He was assigned to a
destroyer to search for Soviet sub-
marines. He then took a top secret post
at the Pentagon as part of an intel-
ligence unit that evaluated the Soviet
Union’s nuclear forces.

Wilson came into politics by volun-
teering for John F. Kennedy’s Presi-
dential campaign in 1960. After a 30-day
leave from the Navy, he entered his
name into the race for Texas Rep-
resentative from his home district.
While back on duty, his mother, sister
and their friends went door-to-door,
campaigning. It worked. At age 27, he
was sworn into office. For the next
dozen years, Wilson was known as ‘‘the
liberal from Lufkin.”

In 1972, he came to the United States
Congress. He was a power. He was a
man who enjoyed the friendship of
many of our colleagues. He was a
staunch supporter of the elderly, of
women, and of equal rights. He was
unique in his time.

He came to this Congress in a seg-
regated time, coming from Houston,
Texas, and the surrounding areas; but
he knew my colleagues Congressman
Mickey Leland and Congresswoman
Barbara Jordan.

I know that he had a relationship
that showed no discrimination, no bias.
I know he loved this country. He want-
ed to do well by our allies; and, yes, he
was the star of ‘“‘Charlie’s War.”” He was
the one who led quietly an opposition
to the Russians’ takeover of Afghani-
stan. That story will always be his—
brave, quiet, but successful. As the
story is told, he didn’t do a lot of talk-
ing about it, but he got the job done.

We will miss Congressman Charlie
Wilson. I am so honored and privileged
to have had the opportunity to serve
with him for 2 years when I first came
to the United States Congress. He was
a joy to serve with. He was a defined
Member of this body, who respected
this body but who had a great time. We
will miss him as he has lost his life just
recently.
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We say to his lovely wife who shared
times with him for 11 years, Thank you
for sharing Charlie Wilson. Thank you
for giving him the joy of his life, and
thank you so very much for recog-
nizing what a special treasure he was
to the American people and to the
great State of Texas.

Madam Speaker, my words, I hope,
will be a mere comfort to his family
and friends.

To my colleagues in the Texas dele-
gation, yes, we have a fallen hero; but
we have a friend we will be able to re-
member for a lifetime.

God bless you, Charlie Wilson. May
you rest in peace.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise to recognize the contributions
Congressman Charles Wilson made to the
people of Houston, Texas, and the nation. He
served the people of Houston, Texas with
vigor. Congressman Wilson was born June 1,
1933 in the small town of Trinity, Texas. He
attended public schools there and graduated
from Trinity High School in 1951.

While attending Sam Houston State Univer-
sity in Huntsville, Texas, Wilson was ap-
pointed to the United States Naval Academy.
Wilson received a B.S. degree.

From 1956 to 1960, Wilson served in the
U.S. Navy, attaining the rank of lieutenant.
Having graduated as a gunnery officer, he
was assigned to a destroyer that searched for
Soviet submarines. He then took a top secret
post at the Pentagon as part of an intelligence
unit that evaluated the Soviet Union’s nuclear
forces.

Wilson stumbled into politics by volunteering
for John F. Kennedy’s presidential campaign
in 1960. After a 30-day leave from the Navy,
he entered his name into the race for Texas
State Representative from his home district.
While back on duty, his mother, sister and
their friends went door to door campaigning. It
worked. And at age 27, he was sworn into of-
fice.

For the next dozen years, Wilson made a
name for himself as the “liberal from Lufkin.”
In 1972, Wilson was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives from the Second
District of Texas, taking office the following
January.

Though he did not speak much on the
House floor, he spoke through his actions. He
was a staunch supporter of the elderly,
women, and equal rights. Charlie Wilson sup-
ported abortion rights and the Equal Rights
Amendment. Wilson also battled for regulation
of utilities, Medicaid, tax exemptions for the el-
derly and a minimum wage bill.

Madam Speaker, | am pleased to recognize
the contributions of Charlie Wilson as a rep-
resentative of the people of Houston and this
nation.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today and March 9
on account of illness.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:
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