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and the State Department’s annual
human rights reports mandated by
Congress are but two examples of our
two branches working together to keep
a spotlight on human rights abuses.
——

CONTRIBUTIONS OF PHARMACIES
ACROSS THE COUNTRY

Mrs. HAGAN. Mr. President, today, I
am proud to recognize the contribu-
tions of our Nations’ pharmacies to the
American health care system. Over 200
members of the pharmacy commu-
nity—including practicing phar-
macists, pharmacy school faculty and
students, state pharmacy leaders, and
pharmacy company executives—will
come together to highlight the impor-
tance of supporting policies that pro-
tect access to mneighborhood phar-
macies and utilizes pharmacists to im-
prove quality and reduce health costs.

Currently, there are over 50,000 com-
munity pharmacies operating nation-
wide. Pharmacists are one of the Na-
tion’s most accessible health care pro-
viders, and nearly all Americans live
within about 2 miles from a commu-
nity retail pharmacy. Pharmacy has a
long history of receiving, filling, bill-
ing, and dispensing prescriptions in
tandem with counseling. But phar-
macists, utilizing their specialized edu-
cation, also play a major role in medi-
cation therapy management, disease
state management, immunizations,
health care screenings, and other
health care services designed to im-
prove patient health and reduce overall
health care costs.

Pharmacists help patients adhere to
their medications to improve health
outcomes and reduce the risks of ad-
verse events and unnecessary costly
hospital readmissions and emergency
room visits. Pharmacists are uniquely
qualified to work with patients to help
manage their medications and play an
essential role in helping them take
their medications as prescribed. Unfor-
tunately, only 50 percent of Americans
living with chronic diseases adhere to
their drug regimens. Patient nonadher-
ence costs the Nation’s economy an es-
timated $290 billion each year, not to
mention the avoidable loss of quality
of life for patients and their loved ones.
Congress recognized the important role
of local pharmacists when it included a
medication therapy management,
MTM, benefit in Medicare Part D. As
we have seen the increasing power of
this benefit in improving patient
health outcomes, I support community
pharmacy’s efforts to strengthen the
MTM benefit so it is available for sen-
iors and others struggling with chronic
conditions and other illnesses.

As the face of neighborhood health
care, pharmacies across the Nation
offer these and other cost-saving pro-
grams and services to help patients
take medicines they need to achieve
positive results from appropriate use of
their medications. For more than a
century, pharmacies and pharmacists
have made a difference in the lives of
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people in North Carolina and the rest
of America. In order to ensure phar-
macies continue to exist in our local
communities, pharmacists deserve fair
reimbursements for the cost effective
medications that they dispense.

Today, I celebrate the value of phar-
macy and support efforts to protect ac-
cess to neighborhood pharmacies and
utilize pharmacies to improve the qual-
ity and reduce the costs of health care.
Finally, I would like to congratulate
over 200 pharmacy leaders, phar-
macists, students, and executives and
the pharmacy community for their
contributions to the good health of the
American people.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO S. MARK McCURRY

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize S. Mark McCurry,
who has served as parish administrator
of Calcasieu Parish for more than 20
years. He will retire on April 3, 2010,
and I would like to take some time to
make a few remarks on his accomplish-
ments and contributions to the Lou-
isiana community.

Mr. McCurry started his career with
Calcasieu parish as assistant adminis-
trator in 1976. In 1983 he was named
Outstanding Young Man of Lake
Charles, thus beginning a notable ca-
reer as a public servant. Furthering his
career with Calcasieu parish, in 1988 he
became parish administrator, and he
continued making great strides for the
State of Louisiana. In 1999, Mr.
McCurry was named Appointed Public
Official of the Year by the Calcasieu
Chapter of the National Association of
Social Workers and in 2003 he was the
recipient of the statewide Public Serv-
ice Award given by the Louisiana Pub-
lic Health Association.

In addition to his time as parish ad-
ministrator, Mr. McCurry served Lou-
isiana in many other arenas. He sat on
the board of directors of First Federal
Bank of Louisiana and was chair of the
Board of Trustees of the United Meth-
odist Foundation of Louisiana. He also
presided as president of the Organiza-
tion of Parish Administrative Officials
of the Louisiana Police Jury Associa-
tion.

Mr. McCurry has been credited with
“raising the level of professionalism in
police jury affairs,” as well as, ‘“‘mak-
ing local governments work together
more effectively.”” He has been a great
asset for the State of Liouisiana.

Thus, today, I am proud to honor a
fellow Louisianan, Mr. S. Mark
McCurry, for his distinguished service
to Calcasieu Parish and to the State of
Louisiana.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:11 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
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following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3650. An act to establish a National
Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Program,
to develop and coordinate a comprehensive
and integrated strategy to address harmful
algal blooms and hypoxia, and to provide for
the development and implementation of
comprehensive regional action plans to re-
duce harmful algal blooms and hypoxia.

H.R. 4506. An act to authorize the appoint-
ment of additional bankruptcy judges, and
for other purposes.

At 3:08 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. ZOE
LOFGREN, of California, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Mr. GOODLATTE, and Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER are appointed managers on
the part of the House to conduct the
trial of impeachment of G. Thomas
Porteous, Jr., a Judge for the United
States District Court for the Eastern
District of Louisiana, that a message
be sent to the Senate to inform the
Senate of these appointments, and that
the managers on the part of the House
may exhibit the articles of impeach-
ment to the Senate and take all other
actions necessary in connection with
preparation for, and conduct of, the
trial, which may include the following:
(1) Employing legal, clerical, and other
necessary assistants and incurring
such other expenses as may be nec-
essary, to be paid from amounts avail-
able to the Committee on the Judiciary
under House Resolution 15, One Hun-
dred Eleventh Congress, agreed to Jan-
uary 13, 2009, or any other applicable
expense resolution on vouchers ap-
proved by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. (2) Sending for
persons and papers, and filing with the
Secretary of the Senate, on the part of
the House of Representatives, any sub-
sequent pleadings which they consider
necessary.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4506. An act to authorize the appoint-
ment of additional bankruptcy judges, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

——

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 3650. An act to establish a National
Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Program,
to develop and coordinate a comprehensive
and integrated strategy to address harmful
algal blooms and hypoxia, and to provide for
the development and implementation of
comprehensive regional action plans to re-
duce harmful algal blooms and hypoxia.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:
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H.R. 2314. An act to express the policy of
the United States regarding the United
States relationship with Native Hawaiians
and to provide a process for the recognition
by the United States of the Native Hawaiian
governing entity.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 2865. A bill to reauthorize the Congres-
sional Award Act (2 U.S.C . 801 et seq.), and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 111-163).

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute:

S. 1789. A Dbill to restore fairness to Federal
cocaine sentencing.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, and Mr. BEGICH):

S. 3110. A bill to improve consumer protec-
tion for purchasers of broadband services by
requiring consistent use of broadband service
terminology by providers, requiring clear
and conspicuous disclosure to consumers
about the actual broadband speed that may
reasonably be expected, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN):

S. 3111. A bill to establish the Commission
on Freedom of Information Act Processing
Delays; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. ENZI):

S. 3112. A bill to remove obstacles to legal
sales of United States agricultural commod-
ities to Cuba and to end certain travel re-
strictions to Cuba; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr.
LEVIN):

S. 3113. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to reaffirm the United
States’ historic commitment to protecting
refugees who are fleeing persecution or tor-
ture; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

S. 3114. A bill to improve communication
to consumers when there is a food recall; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. BURR):

S. 3115. A Dbill to amend the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration Organization Act to enhance and pro-
mote the Nation’s public safety and citizen
activated emergency response capabilities
through the use of 9-1-1 services, to further
upgrade public safety answering point capa-
bilities and related functions in receiving 9-
1-1 calls, and to support in the construction
and operation of a ubiquitous and reliable
citizen activated system; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. KERRY:

S. 3116. A bill to amend the Whale Con-
servation and Protection Study Act to pro-
mote international whale conservation, pro-
tection, and research, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.
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By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Ms.
SNOWE):

S. 3117. A bill to strengthen the capacity of
eligible institutions to provide instruction in
nanotechnology; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. BROWN of Ohio:

S. Res. 454. A resolution supporting the
goals of World Tuberculosis Day to raise
awareness about tuberculosis; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. SPECTER, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.

CARDIN, and Mr. LEVIN):
S. Res. 455. A resolution honoring the life,
heroism, and service of Harriet Tubman; con-
sidered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 362
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 362, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to improve the col-
lective bargaining rights and proce-
dures for review of adverse actions of
certain employees of the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 437
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 437, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow the
deduction of attorney-advanced ex-
penses and court costs in contingency
fee cases.
S. 493
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 493, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
the establishment of ABLE accounts
for the care of family members with
disabilities, and for other purposes.
S. 649
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 649, a bill to require an in-
ventory of radio spectrum bands man-
aged by the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administra-
tion and the Federal Communications
Commission.
S. 654
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
654, a bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to cover physician
services delivered by podiatric physi-
cians to ensure access by Medicaid
beneficiaries to appropriate quality
foot and ankle care.
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S. 678
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 678, a bill to reauthorize
and improve the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974,
and for other purposes.
S. 695
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 695, a bill to authorize the
Secretary of Commerce to reduce the
matching requirement for participants
in the Hollings Manufacturing Partner-
ship Program.
S. 850
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
850, a bill to amend the High Seas
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protec-
tion Act and the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act to improve the conservation of
sharks.
S. 1606
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1606, a bill to require for-
eign manufacturers of products im-
ported into the United States to estab-
lish registered agents in the United
States who are authorized to accept
service of process against such manu-
facturers, and for other purposes.
S. 1611
At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1611, a bill to provide collective bar-
gaining rights for public safety officers
employed by States or their political
subdivisions.
S. 1683
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1683, a bill to apply recaptured tax-
payer investments toward reducing the
national debt.
S. 1765
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1765, a bill to amend the
Hate Crime Statistics Act to include
crimes against the homeless.
S. 1789
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1789, a bill to restore
fairness to Federal cocaine sentencing.
S. 1939
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1939, a bill to amend
title 38, United States Code, to clarify
presumptions relating to the exposure
of certain veterans who served in the
vicinity of the Republic of Vietnam,
and for other purposes.
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