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City High School, TCHS. She also held sev-
eral PTA executive board positions and chair-
manships. She served on the Emperor School
Site Council for two terms (two years each) as
chairman and secretary.

Carole volunteered as Den Leader for Cub
Scout Pack 169; Webelos Leader; Den Leader
Coach; and Tiger Cub coach, secretary, treas-
urer, and committee chairman (seven years).
She was also on the Lucky Baldwin Round
Table Staff and Scout Expo, Pow Wow, Cub
Scout, and Webelos Day Camps both at Trask
and Cherry Valley. The most fun she had was
teaching “Cooking with Carole” for three years
at Camp Trask. She also served as the assist-
ant to the Webelos Day Camp Director at
Camp Trask for five years.

In 1999, Carole was a chaperone for the
TCHS trip to Germany, and in 2003, 2004,
and 2005, Bob and Carole were chaperones
on the TCHS Washington DC trips. In 2003,
Brett was part of the State Department ex-
change program with Russia, and the family
had a Russian exchange student live with
them. In 2005, Carole joined Friends of Foster
Children, San Gabriel Valley. She has served
as a director; secretary; Ways and Means;
chaired the 2009 luncheon; and for Sugar
Plum acted as secretary and Outside Groups
Coordinator as well as volunteered on several
committees.

Carole, her husband Bob, and her two sons
Ryan and Brett have coordinated the Camellia
Festival Grandstand Seating for the last twelve
years. Carole is the General Chairman for
2010 and was Assistant General Chairman in
2009. Carole was in charge of the TCHS Grad
Night Ram Discount Card in 2000 and 2004,
helped on the game booths for Grad Night
2004, and continues to volunteer at Grad
Night celebrations.

| ask all Members of Congress to join me
today in honoring a remarkable woman of
California’s 29th Congressional District, Carole
Rodenbucher. The entire community joins me
in thanking Carole for the meaningful impact
she has had on the 29th Congressional Dis-
trict.

———

HONORING FLORIDA PARENT
TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA)

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 22, 2010

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to recognize and congratulate
Florida Parent Teacher Association, PTA on
receiving the 2010 Outstanding Advocacy
Awards. Their advocacy efforts at state, local
and individual levels were recognized because
of their dedication, leadership and sustained
efforts to positively affect child related policy,
regulation and legislation. This association
serves a critical role in helping to provide the
best possible educational environment for our
students throughout Florida.

As the largest volunteer child advocacy as-
sociation in the nation, the PTA reminds our
country of its obligations to children and pro-
vides parents and families with a powerful
voice to speak on behalf of every child while
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providing the best tools for parents to help
their children be successful students.

It is important to recognize that Florida PTA
is being honored for their efforts while facing
proposed education budget cuts. The state
PTA formed a coalition with major education
groups during these efforts. Unfortunately,
Florida ranks near the bottom in the country in
school funding. But, Florida PTA’s initiatives
created sustained advocacy and generated
new-found enthusiasm for parents and local
PTAs to work together for education funding
for Florida children. Advocates sent more than
3,000 letters of protest to the Florida Governor
and state legislators, held regular conference
calls with regional and local PTAs, developed
an advocacy toolkit, and held one of the larg-
est rallies at the state Capitol steps. As a re-
sult of Florida’s PTA efforts, Florida legislators
did not reduce education funding as proposed.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Florida Parent Teacher Association
for their outstanding achievement. The dedi-
cated involvement from parents throughout
Florida reflects a strong commitment to public
education and community service. | offer my
strong support for Florida PTA and their dedi-
cated volunteers.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF TALLADEGA
COLLEGE’S MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM WINNING THE 2010 USCAA
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. MIKE ROGERS
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| would like to request the House’s attention
today to pay recognition to the Talladega Col-
lege Men’s Basketball team who recently won
the 2010 USCAA National Championship.

On March 7th, the Tornados defeated
Southern Virginia 65-56 in Uniontown, Penn-
sylvania. This is their second consecutive Na-
tional Championship win. The Tornadoes fin-
ished the season with a record of 18-15. The
Talladega College Tornados are led by Head
Coach William Brown and Assistant Coach
Randy Pulley.

All of us across Talladega County and East
Alabama are deeply proud of these talented
young Alabamians. I'd like to congratulate the
team, coaches and Talladega College on this
outstanding achievement for the second
straight year.

A TRIBUTE TO KATYA RATTRAY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 22, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Katya Rattray for her commit-
ment to social service and her years of service
in the Brooklyn community.

Katya Rattray’s story is that of the quin-
tessential American immigrant experience.
Katya Rattray was born in Georgetown Guy-
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ana of mixed race parentage and spent her
early years in Guyana and Nassau, Bahamas
before immigrating to the U.S. almost three
decades ago.

Tragedy struck with the passing of her fa-
ther Patrick Thorne, a sworn land surveyor,
while she was still a teenager. She and her
family, mother Eslyn Thorne and brother
Maxim Thorne, immigrated to the United
States in search of a better future.

Katya deferred her studies and worked in
retail and administrative services in the legal
and banking industries in New York to help
support her mother and younger brother.
Throughout this period however, she kept her
eyes on the goals of resuming her education
and giving back to her community as best she
could.

Upon resuming her studies, she excelled at
Rutgers University where she double majored
in sociology and women’s studies. She be-
came a Mabel Smith Douglass Honors student
focusing on racial justice in the U.S. and the
plight and struggles of young women of Afri-
can descent in the period leading up to and
through the Civil Rights movement.

She later went on to achieve a masters in
business administration with a dual specializa-
tion in marketing and logistics from the Univer-
sity of Miami and embarked on her career in
the private sector as an international manage-
ment consultant focusing on issues facing mi-
nority communities.

Katya also served a brief stint as a political
campaign manager, before joining the execu-
tive management of Brooklyn Child and Family
Services, Inc. (BCAFS), a 501(c)(3) non-profit,
community-based organization that receives
millions in public and private grants. She has
served as both the Interim Executive Director
and the Head Start and Early Head Start Pro-
gram Director. She oversees a full range of
early educational and comprehensive social
services to over 800 families in a predomi-
nantly low-income population where many are
African American, Latino and immigrant.
BCAFS has been a provider of community-
based education, social and other supportive
services in the Bedford Stuyvesant, Fort
Greene, Flatbush, Bushwick, Brooklyn
Heights, Williamsburg and surrounding Brook-
lyn neighborhoods since 1963.

Under her leadership, Ms. Rattray has engi-
neered a significant transformation to the op-
erations of the program and drastically in-
creased its operating efficiency, program out-
reach and education outcomes; no small feat
in these trying times.

She has achieved an almost one hundred
percent enrollment in the program that is un-
precedented in this history of the organization,
community partnerships have dramatically in-
creased, and once again a Policy Council from
the community is vibrant and engaged in help-
ing the agency, all hallmarks of the Head Start
ethos.

Under Ms. Rattray’s stewardship, Brooklyn
Children and Family Services is once again
poised to become a beacon in the 10th Con-
gressional District of New York.

Katya is married to her soul mate, Ken
Rattray, an international management and
technology consultant, and together they have
three wonder children, Kyra, Kenneth Patrick
(KP), and Kalyn.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Katya Rattray.
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