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two-thirds of the several States, Con-
gress shall call a convention for pro-
posing amendments.’’ Since the 17th 
Amendment took out the last check 
and balance on usurpation of States’ 
rights, it’s time to get the balance 
back in place. 

We have 39 States upset, wanting to 
do something, and not have another 
unfunded mandate coming down their 
throats. This will do it. Let’s get an 
amendment that gets the balance back 
into the country and the Constitution 
before this Congress destroys what’s 
left. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 10 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1300 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. TITUS) at 1 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 4849, SMALL BUSINESS 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE JOBS 
TAX ACT OF 2010 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1205 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1205 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 4849) to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax 
incentives for small business job creation, 
extend the Build America Bonds program, 
provide other infrastructure job creation tax 
incentives, and for other purposes. All points 
of order against consideration of the bill are 
waived except those arising under clause 9 or 
10 of rule XXI. The amendment in the nature 
of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means now printed in 
the bill, modified by the amendment printed 
in the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution, shall be consid-
ered as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall 
be considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill, as amended, 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, to final passage without intervening mo-
tion except: (1) one hour of debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Ways and Means; and (2) one motion to re-
commit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-

tleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART). All time yielded during 
consideration of the rule is for debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 1205. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, House Resolution 
1205 provides for the consideration of 
the Small Business and Infrastructure 
Jobs Tax Act of 2010. The rule provides 
for 1 hour of general debate controlled 
by the Committee on Ways and Means. 
The rule waives all points of order 
against consideration of the bill except 
for clause 9 and 10 of rule XXI. The rule 
also provides that the amendment in 
the nature of a substitute reported by 
the Committee on Ways and Means, 
modified by the amendment printed in 
the Rules Committee report, shall be 
considered as adopted. Finally, the rule 
provides one motion to recommit with 
or without instructions. 

Madam Speaker, despite what you 
may hear, the fact is that the Recovery 
Act has saved or created over 2 million 
jobs, and we have seen signs that our 
economy is starting to grow once 
again. In 2009, we saw a 2.8 percent 
GDP growth in the third quarter, 
which represented the biggest 6-month 
turnaround in our economy since 1980. 
And the fourth quarter’s 5.9 percent 
growth is a dramatic change in direc-
tion from when President Obama took 
office and the economy was then 
shrinking by minus 6.4 percent. 

Before President Obama took office 
and we passed the Recovery Act, we 
were losing an average of 600,000 jobs 
per month. Since passing the Recovery 
Act, job loss has slowed to an average 
of 90,000 per month. After suffering 
through the worst economic crisis 
since the Great Depression, job loss has 
nearly leveled off in the past 2 months. 
We’re almost back to par. 

It is clear that the economy is grow-
ing again and employers are not only 
not shedding from their payrolls but 
they are starting to hire once again. 
Those are the economic facts and a 
clear sign that the actions taken by 
the Obama administration and this 
Democratic Congress are in fact work-
ing to turn the economy around. 

However, having said that, this does 
not mean that we are out of the woods 
by any stretch of the imagination. 

In too many parts of the country, in-
cluding my district in California, the 
recovery has been slow. Unemployment 
is still high, and we continue to lose 
jobs by the thousands. Few regions of 
the Nation are suffering more from the 
recession than my San Joaquin Valley 
of California. The three biggest cities 

in my district—Merced, Stockton, and 
Modesto—have some of the highest 
foreclosure and unemployment rates in 
the country. 

As I’ve said before, my district has 
been economically ravaged at a level 
equal to the devastation that we have 
seen oftentimes in the aftermath of 
hurricanes. 

Now is not the time to sit back and 
relax but to continue to give this econ-
omy a shot in the arm that it needs in 
so many areas like mine. And we will 
get the extra stimulus we need to over-
come this recession once and for all by 
passing this and other measures that 
will be coming before us. 

This is why Congress just passed, and 
President Obama just signed, the HIRE 
Act to help create jobs and strengthen 
our economy, and to bring help to our 
communities, like the one I represent. 
It funds infrastructure projects and 
provides tax incentives and credits for 
businesses to hire unemployed workers 
to help small businesses invest and ex-
pand. 

That is also why we are bringing this 
bill, H.R. 4849, the Small Business and 
Infrastructure Jobs Tax Act of 2010, on 
the floor today with an additional pro-
vision, a proven measure to further 
stimulate the economy. 

The small businesses of America 
form the backbone of economic growth 
in our country. In fact, they are re-
sponsible for creating three out of 
every four jobs in the United States. 
That is why with this bill we are con-
tinuing to foster their growth and en-
trepreneurial spirit by completely 
eliminating the capital gains taxation 
on stock investments made in small 
businesses through 2011. This provision 
will help encourage investments imme-
diately and will help small businesses 
put more people on their payrolls, con-
tinuing to drive our economic recov-
ery. 

H.R. 4849 also increases the deduction 
for start-up expenditures for small 
businesses from $5,000 to $20,000, giving 
our budding entrepreneurs a better op-
portunity to succeed. 

The bill provides substantial relief to 
small businesses who run afoul of cer-
tain tax rules. Current law was in-
tended to punish large corporate tax 
cheats but has had the unintended con-
sequences and effects of threatening 
small businesses with bankruptcy. This 
bill removes the stiff penalties for 
small businesses to ensure that they 
will keep their doors open and continue 
creating jobs. 

H.R. 4849 makes an additional alloca-
tion of Recovery Zone Bonds to ensure 
that each locality receives a minimum 
allocation, and hardest-hit areas of the 
country, such as my district, are not 
overlooked like they were in the initial 
allocation in previous legislation. 

I’m especially thankful to the Ways 
and Means Committee for addressing 
the concerns I raised regarding this 
issue. 
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