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currently one of the mainstays and most loyal
and celebrated members of Santa Barbara’s
Congregation B’nai B’rith. Natalie was honored
as a “Woman of Valor” by the Women’s Divi-
sion of the Santa Barbara Jewish Federation
in 2009.

Natalie is the matriarch of the Myerson and
Salter families and is most beloved by her
family. In addition, she has “adopted” 39
“courtesy daughters” who consider her their
second mother.

Natalie is sought after as a speaker, emcee,
and presenter. She is an elegant, beautifully
dressed, kind, and caring woman, and a gra-
cious hostess. | can speak with authority that
it is a privilege to call her a friend. Natalie is
an instrumental pillar of our central coast com-
munity, and I'm humbled to honor her this
month as she celebrates her 90th birthday. |
wish her continued good health!

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speaker, on
Friday, March 19, and Saturday, March 20.
2010, | was absent due to family obligations
and thus | missed rolicall votes Nos. 136
through 154. Had | been present, | would have
voted “aye” on Nos. 137, 138, 139, 141, 143,
144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152,
and 154 and “nay” on Nos. 136, 140, 142,
and 153.

———

TRIBUTE TO PAGE AND LINCOLN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate the students at
Page and Lincoln elementary schools in
Boone, lowa, for their efforts in raising money
to help those devastated by the earthquake in
Haiti.

The devastation in Haiti hit close to home
for Page Elementary kindergarten teacher
Heidi McPartland. In 2009 she traveled to Haiti
for a mission trip to assist in painting and
completing work on a medical facility. Heidi
put her heart and compassion into motion by
initiating a “Hearts for Haiti” fundraising
project to help the American Red Cross’s relief
efforts. During the entire month of February,
students at Page and Lincoln elementary
schools raised money for this humanitarian
cause. Not only did it raise money for people
in need, but it taught the children the impor-
tance of caring for others and how their efforts
can really benefit those who are less fortu-
nate.

This collective effort at Lincoln and Page el-
ementary schools is a characteristic of what
lowa is all about—citizens motivated and dedi-
cated to improving the daily life of people in
need, and in this case those who have lost ev-
erything. | commend all the students, their
families and especially Heidi McPartland, who
generated this heartwarming effort. | consider
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it an honor to represent Heidi and all of those
involved in this mission for Haiti in the United
States Congress and again | congratulate
them for their great act of kindness and char-
ity.

———

HONORING ANGELA BRUSCATO

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and recognize Angela Bruscato
for 35 years of volunteer service to St. Francis
Medical Center. Angie has continually dem-
onstrated the mission of St. Francis Medical
Center through her commitment to reaching
out to others in their time of need. She has
brought comfort and hope to patients and their
families with her sincere concern for their wel-
fare.

Angie joined the St. Francis Medical Center
volunteer program in May of 1975, and as of
March 17, 2010, she has volunteered 19,696
hours of service. With her many talents, Angie
has held many positions as a volunteer and
on the Auxiliary Executive Board, and has
helped raise $450,000 to benefit the health
care facility.

Angie is a shining example of how one per-
son can change the world for many. Justly,
Angie has been recognized for her caring
service over the years. In 1990, she was
awarded the Auxilian of the Year. In 1993, St.
Francis Medical Center awarded her a Certifi-
cate of Merit for Dedicated Auxiliary Service.
In 2004, she received the Volunteer of the
Year award.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Angela Bruscato. This truly amazing and self-
less individual has continued to bring joy to
the patients and employees of the St. Francis
Medical Center for 35 years.

——————

24TH ANNIVERSARY OF BROTHERS’
KEEPER

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | stand before you to rec-
ognize one of Northwest Indiana’s most gen-
erous and valued organizations, Brothers’
Keeper, Incorporated. Brothers’ Keeper, a
non-profit organization located in Gary, Indi-
ana, celebrates its twenty-fourth anniversary
this month. In honor of its anniversary, a
celebratory banquet, which will also help raise
funds for the continued operation of Brothers’
Keeper, will take place on Thursday, March
25, 2010, at the Genesis Convention Center in
Gary, Indiana.

The anniversary banquet will feature a key-
note speech by Harry Porterfield, who is well
known in Chicago media and is the creator
and host of “People You Should Know.” The
banquet will also feature the inspirational
music of The Winslett Family Singers.

Founded by the late Reverend James An-
derson of Washington Street Church of God
on March 16, 1986, Brothers’ Keeper is the
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oldest and only full service men’s homeless
shelter in Northwest Indiana. Throughout the
years, thousands of lives have been improved
through the many services and programs of-
fered by Brothers’ Keeper. Brothers’ Keeper
offers not only food, clothing, and shelter to
the men it serves, but also counseling serv-
ices, information and referral services, job
placement assistance, and weekly motivational
sessions, as well as a new computer room for
members of the community to utilize.

While many people have benefited from
these services and from the generosity of the
Brothers’ Keeper staff, the organization has
also made extraordinary efforts to reach out to
the surrounding community. In addition to the
services offered at the shelter, Brothers’ Keep-
er also operates a soup kitchen, food pantry,
clothing bank, recycling program, community
service work site, and a senior aid work site.

Madam Speaker, at this time, | ask that you
and my other distinguished colleagues join me
in recognizing the tireless efforts of Brothers’
Keeper's Executive Director, Mary Edwards,
and the many staff members and volunteers
whose generosity and selflessness have
touched thousands of lives throughout the last
twenty-four years. Their efforts are to be com-
mended, and they are to be honored for their
unwavering commitment to their community.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
DEAMONTE DRIVER AND CHIL-
DREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life of a young Mary-
land boy, Deamonte Driver, whose life was cut
drastically short when an untreated tooth in-
fection spread to his brain. | also rise to recog-
nize Children’s Dental Health Month with hope
in my heart and a renewed steadfast commit-
ment to ensuring that all children across this
great nation will have access to quality dental
healthcare.

Deamonte’s tragic death haunts me to this
day.

Eighty dollars worth of dental care might
have saved his life, but he never got that care.

As many of you know, | have made it my
personal mission to ensure that from this boy’s
untimely death, we will bring hope and life.

With the passage of the Children’s Health
Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of
2009 (H.R. 2/PL 111-3) and the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (H.R. 1/
PL 111-5), we have made significant progress
to provide dental care to children.

Notably, the SCHIP Reauthorization man-
dated for the first time that children eligible for
the program receive dental coverage.

It also included several critical provisions
aimed at improving children’s access to dental
care, each of which was included in a bill | in-
troduced, H.R. 462, the Medicaid-SCHIP Den-
tal Benefits Improvement Act of 2009.

Specifically the bill:

Guarantees a dental benefit for children
covered by SCHIP that includes preventive,
restorative, and emergency dental care;

Provides dental education for parents of
newborns;
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