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distinguished record of accomplish-
ments set a wonderful example for me
during my time as Secretary of Agri-
culture. As Congress works this year to
reauthorize child nutrition programs,
his impact is still felt. It was then-Sec-
retary Hardin who established the
Food and Nutrition Service within the
Department of Agriculture to admin-
ister nutrition programs.

I extend my deepest condolences to
the entire Hardin family. Cliff leaves
behind a legacy of service and leader-
ship. He will be missed but not forgot-
ten.e

———
TRIBUTE TO DR. RICHARD J.
PAPPAS
e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I am

proud to recognize Dr. Richard J.
Pappas, who assumed the presidency of
Davenport University in August 2009
and was formally installed in this role
on March 31, 2010. This investiture
ceremony was surely a significant
milestone for Dr. Pappas and his fam-
ily, and is the result of many years of
dedication and hard work. Indeed, Dr.
Pappas is poised to lead this fine insti-
tution to new heights as he builds on
Davenport University’s proud tradi-
tion.

With 14 campuses located across
Michigan and an enrollment of more
than 12,000 students, Davenport Univer-
sity is an important part of the edu-
cational landscape of Michigan. With
his “Vision 2015, Dr. Pappas has em-
barked on an effort to reshape and
sharpen the focus of the university. Vi-
sion 2015 emphasizes academic pro-
gramming, market position, and finan-
cial strength, three aspects critical to
the success of a college or university.
This is a comprehensive plan, one that
will position Davenport University for
success for many years.

Throughout his career, Dr. Pappas
has proven to be a talented adminis-
trator and leader in the field of higher
education. Before assuming the presi-
dency of Davenport University, Dr.
Pappas served as president of three
other institutions: National-Louis Uni-
versity, Lake Michigan College, and
Harford Community College. With Dr.
Pappas at the helm, Davenport Univer-
sity will benefit from a leader that
brings more than three decades of expe-
rience in higher education to this posi-
tion, including 20 years as the head of
an institution of higher education.
This broad knowledge of the needs of
students at both 4-year and 2-year in-
stitutions will be especially helpful.

In addition to leading two institu-
tions in Michigan, I am proud to say
that Dr. Pappas is a  native
Michiganian. After growing up in
Michigan, he earned his undergraduate
degree from Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity and his master’s and doctoral de-
grees from the University of Michigan.
He is committed to civic and commu-
nity endeavors, which is evidenced by
his years of involvement in charitable
organizations and civic boards. As a re-
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sult of his many efforts, Dr. Pappas has
received several prestigious awards
over the years, including the Univer-
sity of Michigan’s Norman C. Harris
Alumni Award and the National Coun-
cil for Marketing and Public Relations
Pacesetter Award. And above all, Dr.
Pappas is a family man and is buoyed
by his wife, Pam, and his three chil-
dren.

Again, T am privileged to have an op-
portunity to honor Dr. Pappas as he
embarks on a wonderful journey. There
is no more noble cause than educating
our next generation of leaders. His im-
print on the lives of these young people
will be tremendous, and I know he is
well-suited and eager to undertake this
challenge. I look forward to hearing
about Davenport University’s many
successes in the years ahead.e®

———
REMEMBERING BRANNON
WOODHAM
e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President,

Brannon Woodham was one of the fin-
est people I have ever known. He com-
bined a deep and mature Christian
faith, a love of family that constantly
showed itself in his conversations and
actions, a rich appreciation of the ex-
ceptional nature of his country which
he had faithfully served for so many
years, and a loyalty to his friends and
church.

We were in the same Sunday School
class for over 30 years. Ever positive
and welcoming, he was one of the con-
stants—a rock really—that set the
class’s tone and direction. This fellow-
ship and spiritual journey meant much
to him and enriched his classmates.

That on this day Brannon would
want no pomp and circumstance, there
can be no doubt. But, if it were done,
he would say better it be done quickly,
and, importantly, honestly because he
was indeed an honest man. In fact, I
think he would want me to express his
love to all of you and to note—what we
already know—that if his honesty had
offended anyone, he would ask pardon,
shaking his head ruefully saying he
couldn’t help it, that was just the way
he was made.

In Sunday School class, he was a wise
and perceptive participant. He had
great spiritual depth, Scriptural
knowledge, and mature beliefs. He did
not speak too often but when he had
something to say, he said it—in plain
words. Often his wit brought a burst of
laughter—usually because he had hit
the nail on the head. As Jesus might
say, ‘“‘You are close to the kingdom,
brother.”” Importantly, those beliefs
that he stated, he lived.

Mary and I were honored to be among
his friends and were always pleased to
have his invitation to his home in the
woods when he hosted his storied
church supper club. That was a special
time of food and fellowship, on his
bridge, getting a tour of his work-
shop—to be at ‘‘his place,” which he
had shared with his beloved Ursula, his
partner for 48 years, and to have a di-
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rect look into the heart of a great man
who lived a good life.

Mary and I often enjoyed lunch with
Brannon after church at the Whistle
Stop or some such place. In those con-
versations, his principles shone
through and he would talk with pride
and joy of his children, grandchildren,
the baseball games, going to Auburn,
working together. They had a unique
bond.

Brannon believed in honesty and
hard work—the Protestant ethic, if you
will, for which he made no apology.

Politically, he was not a party man,
following, I suppose, the best traditions
of good civil servants. But he was an
encourager to me. He wanted me to be
a ‘‘statesman,” not a politician. I
would indeed feel very badly if I had
failed him in this regard.

You may not know that he was an ex-
cellent writer. He wrote me many
handwritten letters—long ones—that I
cherish. They were filled with wisdom,
good values, sound policy ideas, and
what he was hearing from the commu-
nity. A year or so ago, he gave me a
copy of a plan he helped write some 40
years ago as part of a committee for
the development of Mobile. He was
proud of their work, and indeed their
concepts and vision are still wvalid
today.

His accomplishments are many. One
of his most important was the critical
role he played in the ’growth and char-
acter of Ashland Place United Meth-
odist Church for four decades.

As a Southeastern Conference cham-
pion wrestler at Auburn, he dem-
onstrated courage, strength, and dis-
cipline. There are just two in the ring
and only one winner. He was a con-
sistent winner.

I have come to understand the impor-
tance of our top civilian personnel at
our military bases. Generals come and
go but able civilians keep the bases
running. Our civilian leaders are cru-
cial to our military’s success, and they
are promoted on merit and on perform-
ance. At Robbins Air Force Base,
Brannon led the avionics section that
consisted of some 2,300 personnel. A
place where errors are not allowed.

I visited him in the hospital, not long
after his heart surgery. I thought he
looked good, and he felt confident. But
Brannon was no Polyanna. He was a re-
alist. His words and manner conveyed
that he well knew that he had had seri-
ous surgery, that nothing was guaran-
teed, and in the scheme of things life is
short—“‘but a vapor’” the Scripture
says.

Daughter Ursula says later on during
his final illness, and as he weakened,
he knew the end was near and he was
at peace. Of that I have no doubt. See,
he knew he had had a good life of fam-
ily and friends. He had done his best to
be true. He was confident in his salva-
tion. He felt blessed. And right he was.

So we celebrate honestly this re-
markable and good man: a champion
and fearless wrestler; a great leader at
one of our Nation’s military bases; a
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