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REMEMBERING MIDSHIPMAN 
MARISA LEEANN SANCHEZ 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise with a 
heavy heart to honor the unexpected and trag-
ic passing of an honorable young woman 
dedicated to her country. 

Midshipman Marisa LeeAnn Sanchez was a 
bright and talented student at the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Academy. A native Hoosier, 
Marisa was a gifted high school athlete in 
volleyball, tennis, swimming, and basketball. 
Marisa also volunteered her time as a member 
of Student Council and the Athletic Council 
and Business Professionals of America. 

Marisa excelled academically, graduating 
10th out of her class of over 300 students. In 
2009, I nominated Marisa to the Merchant Ma-
rine Academy, and I was pleased when the 
Academy accepted her. It was with grave sad-
ness that I learned of her recent passing. 

The tragedy of losing such a young and 
promising life is never easy. I give my most 
sincere condolences to Marisa’s family: father, 
Jeffery McClane; mother, Lisa Robinson 
Sanchez; stepfather, Gilberto ‘‘Gil’’ Sanchez; 
stepmother, Heather McClane; three brothers, 
Joshua Caleb McClane, Milo Sheldon 
Sanchez, and Christopher Allan Anderson; two 
sisters, Morgan Anne Sanchez and Kate 
Argabright; paternal grandparents, Floyd and 
Jenny McClane; maternal grandparents, Ran-
dall and Gloria Robinson; paternal grand-
mother, Maria Sanchez; great-grandmother, 
Eva Sellars; and numerous aunts, uncles, and 
cousins. May they find comfort in the Old 
Book which tells us that ‘‘Because of the 
Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail.’’ 

f 

MARINE HEAVY HELICOPTER 
SQUADRON 772 RESERVE FAMILY 
READINESS AWARD 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Marine Heavy Helicopter 
Squadron 772 based at Naval Air Station Wil-
low Grove, Pennsylvania, for being selected 
as the 2009 Marine Forces Reserve winner of 
the Department of Defense Reserve Family 
Readiness Award. Their honor, courage and 
commitment to our nation and those that serve 
in defense of it, unquestionably helps to en-
sure the safety of America and the entire 
world. 

Activated in April 1958, Marine Heavy Heli-
copter Squadron 772 has a proud history of 
serving our country with great distinction. Cou-
rageously serving in the Republic of Vietnam, 

Operation Desert Storm, Operation Noble 
Eagle, Operation Enduring Freedom, Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, as well as numerous hu-
manitarian relief operations, they have acted 
with honor and distinction whenever called 
upon. Today, the squadron continues to build 
upon this legacy, earning formal commenda-
tion for their robust family readiness program. 

Improved family readiness programs aid 
Guard and Reserve families readiness when 
called up for active duty. In 2000, the Depart-
ment of Defense established the Reserve 
Family Readiness Awards Program to formally 
recognize the National Guard and Reserve 
units with the finest family support programs. 

The Unit Family Readiness Program of the 
Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 772 has 
distinguished itself as an exemplary support 
program. They have earned this award 
through their development of seamless, inte-
grated readiness and support programs, in 
combination with their ability to provide re-
source information, training, and support serv-
ices for family members. These programs play 
a vital role in supporting our nation’s service 
members during a critical time. 

Madam Speaker, I thank and congratulate 
the members of Marine Heavy Helicopter 
Squadron 772 for their honor, courage and 
commitment. I ask that my colleagues join me 
in celebrating this award and wishing these 
dedicated Marines continued success in their 
efforts to enhance our nation’s military per-
sonnel and family readiness. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CONGREGATION 
ETZ CHAIM ON ITS 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Congregation Etz Chaim which 
serves the people of Lombard in my Congres-
sional District. This weekend, the congregation 
celebrates its 50th anniversary of serving fami-
lies in our community. 

The congregation was founded in 1960 as 
Tree Towns Congregation in Elmhurst by eight 
local families. Today it serves more than 550 
families in the western suburbs of Chicago. 
Leaders within the congregation include Sen-
ior Rabbi Steven Bob, Associate Rabbi An-
drea Cosnowsky, Educator Anne Stein, Ad-
ministrator Carol Meyer, and President Al 
Herbach. 

Etz Chaim is the only Jewish congregation 
of its size in the nation with an all-volunteer 
religious school faculty. The congregation 
prides itself on being a growing, thriving center 
of Reform Judaism where both young and old 
are welcomed and cherished. Etz Chaim de-
pends on the members to shape its character 
through involvement in programming and com-
mittees. 

Congregants have always been very in-
volved in local and international issues on a 

grassroots level. Over the course of their his-
tory, member families have hosted in their 
homes refugees from Vietnam as well as So-
viet Jews escaping oppression. They distribute 
merchandise made by craftspeople of Lifeline 
for the Old in Jerusalem. In our own commu-
nity, social programs include PADS, where the 
synagogue’s social hall becomes a shelter for 
the homeless every Sunday evening. 

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, the Etz Chaim congregation is a re-
markable institution which has served the peo-
ple of Lombard faithfully for the last 50 years. 
Please join me in recognizing its extraordinary 
impact on the community and wishing the con-
gregation happiness for many more years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING MR. FEDORA MCINTYRE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the years of service given to 
the people of Chautauqua County by Mr. Fe-
dora McIntyre. Mr. McIntyre served his con-
stituency faithfully and justly during his tenure 
as the Portland Tax Collector. 

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but 
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr. 
McIntyre served his term with his head held 
high and a smile on his face the entire way. 
I have no doubt that his kind demeanor left a 
lasting impression on the people of Chau-
tauqua County. 

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the 
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr. 
McIntyre is one of those people and that is 
why Madam Speaker I rise in tribute to him 
today. 

f 

A TRIBUTE IN RECOGNITION OF 
THE 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE MINISTRY OF THE 
CLARETIAN MISSIONARIES AT 
THE HISTORIC OUR LADY QUEEN 
OF ANGELS CHURCH, ‘‘LA 
PLACITA’’ 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 100th anniversary 
of the Claretian Missionaries’ service to the 
first church of Los Angeles, Our Lady Queen 
of Angels Catholic Church—affectionately 
known to its parishioners in Spanish as ‘‘La 
Placita’’ or ‘‘The Little Plaza’’ church—located 
in Downtown Los Angeles in the 34th Con-
gressional District. 
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The Claretians are a Catholic missionary 

order founded in Spain in 1849 by St. Anthony 
Mary Claret. In 1906, the Claretian Missionary 
Fathers arrived in California to work in the San 
Fernando Mission. Two years later, the mis-
sionaries moved their headquarters to San 
Gabriel Mission where they continue to preach 
today. In 1910, the Claretian Fathers traveled 
10 miles west to expand their ministry to La 
Placita. 

Father Rosendo Urrabazo characterizes the 
missionary vocation of the church as ‘‘bringing 
the message of God’s love, mercy and justice 
to every part of the world.’’ This guiding prin-
ciple is clearly evident at La Placita where the 
Claretian Fathers’ dedication to spiritual and 
community service makes the church a home 
and refuge for people of all faiths and back-
grounds. 

On any given weekend, thousands of pa-
rishioners from all walks of life attend religious 
services at La Placita offered in both English 
and Spanish. Whether the parishioners are 
homeless, recent immigrants from Mexico, 
Central and Latin America or vacationing fami-
lies, La Placita welcomes everyone with open 
doors, love and compassion. 

Each week, pastoral services at the church 
include: 30 regular Masses; weddings and 
Quinceañeras; 10 scheduled hours of confes-
sion; baptism celebrations (totaling more than 
25,000 last year alone); and religious edu-
cation programs for children, youth and adults. 
The church also offers a monthly program to 
provide liturgical services to residents of a 
local housing project. 

In addition to addressing the spiritual needs 
of its parishioners, the church helps struggling 
families in a wide variety of ways. Assisted by 
more than 80 volunteers, the parish operates 
a full time social office that organizes commu-
nity outreach services and programs, including 
a health clinic, English classes, food distribu-
tion for the elderly, meals for the homeless, 
legal aid for immigrants, income tax help and 
a weekly 12-step program for persons suf-
fering from addiction. 

Madam Speaker, over the past 100 years, 
many Claretian missionaries have dedicated 
their lives to serving the families of the La 
Placita community. This anniversary, however, 
three missionaries in particular will be recog-
nized for their outstanding service at the 
church’s May 20 centennial dinner celebration. 

Selected by the centennial celebration com-
mittee for their tireless pastoral and humani-
tarian service, the following missionaries will 
be honored: Fr. Tomas Maten, CMF (1900– 
1975) who defended the rights of the dis-
placed residents of the Chavez Ravine area 
now the site of Dodger Stadium; Fr. Luis 
Olivares, CMF (1934–1993) who worked tire-
lessly to bring the cause of the homeless and 
immigrants to the attention of local and na-
tional policy makers; and Fr. Albert Vazquez, 
CMF, (1928– ) educator and pastor who 
shaped the pastoral direction of the parish and 
its school for more than 27 years. 

Today, the clergy and parishioners of La 
Placita continue the tremendous work and leg-
acy of these three exemplary missionaries. 

Recognizing the tremendous needs of immi-
grants to our country, the church is a local 
leader in raising awareness and support for 
comprehensive immigration reform. During the 
1980s, the church called itself a sanctuary for 
refugees threatened with deportation to El Sal-
vador. In recent months, I have had the privi-

lege of participating in two immigration town 
halls held at La Placita, both of which were at-
tended by hundreds of area advocates de-
manding the reform of our nation’s broken and 
unjust immigration laws. The seamless trans-
formation of this historic church from a place 
of worship to a town meeting hall for political 
action truly typifies the Claretian Fathers’ dedi-
cation to achieving justice and social change 
on behalf of their parishioners and our com-
munity. 

Beyond the walls of La Placita, the Claretian 
Fathers’ prayers could be heard across the 
country and throughout the halls of Congress 
on September 19, 2007 when Father Richard 
Estrada accepted a rare invitation to give the 
opening prayer in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. Calling on lawmakers to draw 
strength from their diversity and make laws to 
protect all of God’s children, he prayed for 
God to, ‘‘Inspire our nation’s leaders to seek 
justice, defend liberty and unite diverse cul-
tures and languages.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on the occasion of the 
100th anniversary of the Claretian Mission-
aries’ service at La Placita, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking and congratu-
lating them for their devotion and enormous 
contributions on behalf of the most vulnerable 
in our community, and I extend to the Order 
our best wishes for many more years of doing 
God’s work in the historic area of our great 
city’s birth, Downtown Los Angeles. 

f 

HONORING MARJORIE BUTLER ON 
THE OCCASION OF HER 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Marjorie Butler on the occasion of 
her 100th birthday. A longtime resident of the 
Hudson River Valley, 43 years ago Dr. Butler 
helped establish the Black Studies Department 
at the State University of New York at New 
Paltz. At that time in 1967, only a handful of 
schools had established similar departments, 
but today, more than 250 colleges and univer-
sities are engaged in the exploration and anal-
ysis of the history and culture of African peo-
ple in the United States, Caribbean, and Afri-
ca. Dr. Butler is truly a pioneer of this impor-
tant academic discipline. 

Before her retirement in 1984, as the chair 
of the department and a professor of psy-
chology, she drew from her life experiences to 
provide an enriching learning environment for 
thousands of students, many of whom went on 
to adopt her goals of human progress and 
equality as their own. It is because of the 
leadership, personal courage and dedication 
of individuals like Dr. Marjorie Butler that our 
nation has overcome many of its greatest civil 
rights challenges. Her contributions and devo-
tion to this cause must be recognized and un-
derstood and cannot be overstated. 

Madam Speaker, I am delighted to con-
gratulate and honor Dr. Butler on her 100th 
birthday and for her many years of hard and 
deeply effective work and her service in the 
cause of social justice. 

TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE ACT OF 
2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 4994, the Taxpayer Assistance 
Act of 2010. As we arrive at another tax filing 
deadline, I am pleased to support many of the 
measures to assist taxpayers and improve the 
Internal Revenue Code that have been dis-
cussed in the Ways and Means Subcommittee 
on Oversight. 

I just returned from a tax day event in my 
district, where I heard from several folks who 
live in the Second District about how they are 
saving money this tax year because of the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and 
other recent tax cuts. As North Carolina’s only 
Member of the House Committee on Ways 
and Means, I am proud to work to promote tax 
fairness for all Americans. In fact, the vast ma-
jority of middle-class North Carolinians are re-
ceiving larger refunds or paying less taxes 
than they were last year or the year before be-
cause of our action. 

However, many Americans have difficulty 
navigating the complexities of the tax code. 
They need to know where to turn for informa-
tion, which is one of the things we discussed 
at Monday’s tax day event. I am pleased to 
support this bill because it will help taxpayers 
get assistance in filing their taxes. Under the 
Taxpayer Assistance Act of 2010, we will pro-
vide referrals from the IRS to Low Income 
Taxpayer Clinics (LITCs), increase funding for 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites, 
expand outreach for the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC), make sure the IRS notifies tax-
payers of unclaimed refunds, and help protect 
taxpayers from identity theft. H.R. 4994 will 
also improve tax fairness by studying the de-
livery of tax refunds and the effectiveness of 
collection alternatives. The bill also fixes the 
outdated tax treatment of business cell 
phones, so that businesses do not face the 
double burden of providing phones to their 
employees and also paying taxes for them as 
a benefit. 

Our goal should be to make our tax code 
more fair and workable for individuals, fami-
lies, businesses and employees across the 
country, and this bill does just that. Improving 
the process for millions of taxpaying Ameri-
cans should be a bipartisan priority. I support 
H.R. 4994 and urge my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to join me in working to-
gether across party lines and voting for its 
passage. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE BOYS 
AND GIRLS CLUBS OF FRESNO 
COUNTY 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to all of the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Fresno County, California, on this occasion 
of their 60th anniversary aptly recognized as, 
‘‘60 years of Hope and Opportunity.’’ 
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Meeting the needs of our community has 

been and continues to be, the Boys and Girls 
Clubs’ highest priority. Clubs provide young 
people that do not have adult care or super-
vision at home with people that care about 
them. Our local organizations have programs 
and services that promote and enhance the 
development of boys and girls by instilling a 
sense of competence, usefulness, belonging 
and influence. 

Boys and Girls Clubs enable all young peo-
ple, especially those in the most need, to 
reach their full potential as productive, caring 
and responsible citizens. We are very fortu-
nate for the guidance that these individuals 
give to the future leaders of our community. 
The work that these volunteers do can never 
be underestimated. 

The Boys and Girls Clubs believe, as do I, 
that volunteers make a powerful difference in 
the community. Their service, advocacy, lead-
ership and mentoring have touched countless 
lives throughout our Valley. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this wonder-
ful group of men and women as the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Fresno County celebrate their 
60th Anniversary of ‘‘Hope and Opportunity.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO INTELLIGENCE SPE-
CIALIST FIRST CLASS PETTY 
OFFICER JAMES K. BROWN 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Intelligence Specialist First Class 
Petty Officer James K. Brown for his 20 years 
of dedicated service in the defense of the 
United States of America. 

Petty Officer Brown enlisted in the United 
States Navy in June 1990 and went on to 
Great Lakes Recruit Training Center, for his 
basic training. After graduating from Recruit 
Training Command, Great Lakes, Illinois in 
August 1990, James went to Cryptological 
Training Command at Fort Devens, Massa-
chusetts. 

Through out his years of service, Petty Offi-
cer Brown has distinguished himself as the 
Leading Petty Officer in the Intelligence De-
partment and as the special Security Officer 
for the Command in many ways exemplified 
by the awards and ribbons he has collected 
throughout his service. During his assignment 
to the USS Wisconsin (B–64), he participated 
in Desert Shield and Desert Storm earning a 
Flag Letter of Commendation along with Navy 
Combat Action Ribbon and various other 
awards. While aboard the USS Nassau (LHA– 
4) Petty Officer Brown also earned the Blue 
Nose certificate. He also was part of the sup-
port team for the Desert Fox and Kosovo op-
erations. 

In addition, Petty Officer Brown participated 
in the two crucial deployments USS Carl Vin-
son, launching the first attack on the Global 
War on Terrorism into Afghanistan in response 
to 9/11 and addressing heightened tensions 
off the coast of North Korea. During the sec-
ond deployment off the coast of North Korea, 
he participated in FOAL EAGLE and TANDUM 
THRUST. While on board he pursued his as-
sociates degree in General Studies while 
earning his Enlisted Aviation Warfare Spe-

cialist pin and a Navy Achievement Medal. In 
the spring of 2003, he took orders to the Joint 
Military Intelligence College where he spent 
one year earning his bachelor’s degree in In-
telligence. Following his pursuit of education, 
he took orders to the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations where he pursued and finished his Post 
Graduate Education in Intelligence Studies. 
While stationed at the Pentagon, he received 
another Navy Achievement Medal and the 
Chairman of the Joint Chief Staff badge. 

We all owe a debt of gratitude to our serv-
icemen and women, like Petty Officer Brown, 
who have dutifully a nobly answered the call 
to service for our Nation. They put themselves 
in harm’s way to make our country safer. On 
behalf of the Michigan 4th Congressional Dis-
trict, I thank First Class Petty Officer James K. 
Brown for his dedicated service and wish him 
well in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF DR. MARGARET WADE-LEWIS 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Margaret 
Wade-Lewis whose remarkable contributions 
to African American equality in the United 
States should be noted for the record. 

In 1974, she joined the Black Studies De-
partment at State University of New York at 
New Paltz where she worked to enrich the 
lives of thousands of students until her death 
late last December. The passing of Dr. Wade- 
Lewis is a major loss for the department, the 
college and the New Paltz community. Her 
contributions to our state’s education system 
and history can be traced through her life 
achievements. 

Dr. Wade-Lewis was born in Haskell, Okla-
homa and remained in Oklahoma for her child-
hood and collegiate years. She attended 
Langston University, where she obtained a 
bachelors and masters degree in English. She 
later attended New York University and, from 
there, was the first African American woman 
to graduate with a Ph.D. in Linguistics. 

During her tenure at SUNY New Paltz, Dr. 
Wade-Lewis’ commitment to her students was 
unparalleled. She was involved in a variety of 
organizations, including the African Women’s 
Alliance, The New Day Theatre Ensemble, 
and the New Paltz Voices of Unity Gospel 
Choir. She was also an advocate for student 
scholarships, which resulted in hundreds of 
students receiving financial support to attend 
and graduate from SUNY New Paltz. 

Some of the most prized achievements of 
Dr. Wade-Lewis include being the longest 
serving Chairperson of the Department of 
Black Studies, which under her leadership ob-
tained national recognition. Additionally, she 
administered the Affirmative Action Program, 
and held the lead position on the Scholar’s 
Mentorship Program, which provided men-
toring and networking opportunities for high 
achieving students of color and interested stu-
dents of all ethnic groups. The program suc-
ceeded in promoting an increase in perform-
ance levels and retention rates for students of 
color at New Paltz. 

Dr. Wade-Lewis was a friend and mentor to 
many in the community of New Paltz. She was 

a pioneer who incorporated Black Studies into 
many aspects of the University’s curriculum. 
Her programs drew nationwide acclaim and at-
tention to inequalities in education. I would like 
to recognize all of Dr. Wade-Lewis’ achieve-
ments throughout her life and take this oppor-
tunity to express my belief that her memory 
and achievements will live on for many years 
to come. 

f 

ANNY ROSA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Anny Rosa 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Anny 
Rosa is an 8th grader at Drake Middle School 
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Anny Rosa 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Anny Rosa for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character to all her future 
accomplishments. 

f 

TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE ACT OF 
2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the Taxpayer Assistance Act of 
2010 and the common sense, bipartisan re-
form it represents. 

Consistent with its oversight responsibilities, 
the Ways and Means Committee routinely re-
views the tax code with an eye towards updat-
ing antiquated provisions and making it more 
taxpayer-friendly. Towards that end, today’s 
legislation modernizes the rules governing em-
ployer-provided cell phone use to eliminate 
nuisance paperwork. It requires the IRS to pay 
interest on refunds related to individual tax re-
turns that are filed electronically if the refund 
is not paid within thirty days. And it provides 
taxpayers with better notification on issues 
ranging from the Earned Income Tax Credit to 
identity theft. 

Since the April 15 tax deadline is tomorrow, 
I would be remiss if I did not point out that the 
improvements made by today’s legislation 
come on the heels of one of the largest middle 
class tax cuts in American history. Under the 
Recovery Act’s Make Work Pay credit, over 95 
percent of Americans got tax relief at a time 
when families and our economy needed it 
most. As a result, recent economic data clear-
ly show we are transitioning from recession to 
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recovery and laying the foundation for future 
economic growth. 

Mr. Speaker, the Taxpayer Assistance Act 
of 2010 is common sense reform and part of 
a growing chorus of good news for Americans 
and our economy. I urge a yes vote. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WEST PLAINS 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I am 
honored today to congratulate West Plains 
Senior High School, which was recently 
named by a study done by U.S. News and 
World Report as one of America’s Best High 
Schools. In a report on nearly 22,000 high 
schools in 48 states, West Plains Senior High 
repeatedly scored high marks in the three cat-
egories used to rank schools: test perform-
ance, college readiness, and the performance 
of low-advantage students. In all three areas, 
West Plains Senior High has consistently ex-
celled. 

Through this honor, the entire West Plains 
Senior High School community has provided 
an example not only to Missourians, but to all 
Americans. The hard work and dedication of 
the faculty, parents, and the students in pre-
paring our next generation of scholars and 
leaders gives me great confidence in our na-
tion’s future. 

Although this report confirms what we Mis-
sourians have already known, that West 
Plains Senior High is one of the best schools 
in the nation, it is an impressive achievement 
in which West Plains should take pride. 

Congratulations again to the West Plains 
Senior High School community. Keep up the 
good work, and we are all very proud of you. 

Go Zizzers! 
f 

RECOGNIZING LADY BETTY 
GRIFFITHS 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I rise in rec-
ognition of Lady Betty Griffiths, a resident of 
Laguna Niguel, California, who recently 
passed away. 

Lady Betty was the daughter of a Dutch 
farmer who supplied essential agricultural 
products to Great Britain during the German 
blockade. She loved farm life, especially riding 
horses. She worked for the BBC in London. 
While living in England, Lady Betty was Direc-
tor of the U.K. chapter of the Special Olym-
pics, which brought her to many regions of the 
United States as she helped give these ath-
letes tremendous opportunities. 

Lady Betty later came to the United States 
for good, with her husband, Sir Eldon Griffiths, 
a former long-serving member of the British 
Parliament. Like him, Lady Betty greatly ad-
mired America. She loved California’s natural 
beauty and vibrant people. Soon after settling 
in her new home, she began her many suc-
cessful efforts to link the Netherlands and 
Great Britain with Orange County, California. 

An outstanding organizer and promoter of 
Orange County’s World Affairs Council pro-
grams, Lady Betty was a most distinguished 
hostess to numerous Asian, European and 
Middle Eastern diplomats during their visits to 
southern California. Lady Betty brought her 
Old World charm to the Council, and people 
enjoyed that. Working with Sir Eldon, she 
made the Council thrive, helping educate 
many of us on a wide range of critical world 
issues. 

Lady Betty was active in civic life in Orange 
County and became an American citizen in 
1998. She brought the best of Holland and 
England to California, and for that we are 
thankful and today give her a well-deserved 
recognition for her rich community life. Lady 
Betty will be missed by her many, many 
friends in Orange County and far beyond. 

f 

ANGELL GARCIA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Angell Garcia 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Angell 
Garcia is a 12th grader at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Angell Gar-
cia is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Angell Garcia for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character to all her future 
accomplishments. 

f 

KEEP CONSTELLATION PROGRAM 

HON. DAVID WU 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, I rise in strong 
opposition to the president’s decision to pri-
vatize the human spaceflight program. The 
space program inspires us to reach for the 
stars in both our dreams and our actions, and 
it helps drive our nation’s technological inno-
vation. I am deeply concerned that this deci-
sion will hinder our ability to remain at the 
forefront of human achievement. 

The Constellation Program is not perfect. 
But putting all of our eggs in a private sector 
basket is simply too risky a gamble. We are 
jeopardizing our lead in space exploration, we 
are jeopardizing our nation’s future, and we 
are jeopardizing astronaut safety. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in opposing 
the president’s plan to privatize the human 
spaceflight program. We must not concede 
our leadership in space exploration at a time 
when it is more critical than ever. 

IN TRIBUTE TO DEB HOLLER 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
tribute to Deb Holler, who will be honored Fri-
day as the 2010 Woman of the Year by the 
First Ladies of Simi Valley Hospital Founda-
tion. 

Every year, First Ladies honors one remark-
able woman from a local business or organi-
zation who gives of her time, talents and 
treasures to a local organization that benefits 
the community. 

Deb Holler gives of her time, talents and 
treasures in spades. 

Deb and her husband, Bob Huber, have 
been close personal friends of my wife, Jan-
ice, and me for many, many years and I know 
firsthand the contributions she has made. For 
the past 20 years, Deb has been deeply active 
in the community she calls home. She sup-
ports many community events and has gra-
ciously opened her home for a wide variety of 
fundraisers for community organizations. 

Deb has been a member of the Rotary Club 
of Simi Valley for the past 13 years and is the 
current President. She also serves on several 
boards within the community, including the 
Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce, where 
she served as its Chief Financial Officer, and 
the Boys & Girls Club. 

Deb also has been involved with the Moor-
park Community College Foundation Board 
and is a graduate of Leadership Simi Valley. 
In 2006, Deb was named Business Person of 
the Year by the Simi Valley Chamber of Com-
merce for her high ethical business standards 
and outstanding leadership abilities. 

Over the years, Deb has hosted numerous 
fundraisers for many worthy organizations, in-
cluding the Free Clinic of Simi Valley, the Ro-
tary Club of Simi Valley, the Simi Valley Com-
munity Foundation, the Boys & Girls Club, the 
Samaritan Center and the Moorpark College 
Foundation. 

Deb has consistently made herself available 
to help others for many years, oftentimes put-
ting her own needs aside to do so. Deb Holler 
is categorically deserving of this honor. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues will 
join the First Ladies of Simi Valley Hospital 
Foundation and me in thanking Deb Holler for 
her numerous contributions to her community 
and in congratulating her for being awarded 
Woman of the Year. 

f 

ANGELA POHLENZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Angela 
Pohlenz who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Angela Pohlenz is a 12th grader at Arvada 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Angela 
Pohlenz is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
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perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Angela Pohlenz for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all her 
future accomplishments. 

f 

RADIO SPECTRUM INVENTORY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, when I plugged in 
a Wi-Fi router in my home just outside of Pitts-
burgh, I noticed almost a dozen other Wi-Fi 
networks in the same neighborhood. My 
neighbors created their own personal hotspots 
over the same airwaves to enjoy fast wireless 
data connectivity for the technology in and 
around their home. The paradox of technology 
is that the more we experience new devices, 
new services, and new features, the more we 
depend on them to run our lives. Each of us 
who rely on our wireless devices get frustrated 
when the network is too congested to let us 
send an e-mail or browse a web page when 
we want to. The answer is more spectrum— 
the wireless airwaves that the people own and 
that Congress has tasked the Federal Com-
munications Commission to manage. FCC 
Chairman Julius Genachowski has noted, the 
United States faces a ‘‘looming spectrum cri-
sis’’ particularly in larger cities like Pittsburgh. 

That’s not hyperbole; it’s reality. The de-
mand for spectrum for mobile Internet access 
is growing more rapidly—much more rapidly— 
than the supply of spectrum is. The ability to 
access the Internet at high-speed on the go 
creates amazing opportunities, but only if we 
proactively take the steps necessary to ensure 
that we have adequate spectrum available to 
meet consumers’ and business’ needs. 

New technologies are coming down the pike 
that can provide exponentially faster speeds to 
more consumers based on the amounts of 
spectrum that carriers can use. 

And that’s exactly why the Radio Spectrum 
Inventory Act, which I am pleased to be a co-
sponsor of, is so timely. By taking a com-
prehensive look at the way spectrum bands 
are currently being utilized, we can make in-
formed judgments about adjustments that 
need to be made to accommodate future de-
mands. This is the right course. This is a good 
bill. I urge my colleagues to support it. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to participate in the following vote. If I 
had been present, I would have voted as fol-
lows: 

Rollcall vote 203, on motion to suspend the 
rules and agree—Expressing sympathy to the 

people of Poland in the aftermath of the tragic 
plane crash that killed the country’s President, 
First Lady, and 94 others on April 10, 2010— 
I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF MR. MARC 
WILSON AND THE NELSON- 
ATKINS MUSEUM OF ART 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
rise today in recognizing the outstanding 
achievements and cultural legacy of The Nel-
son-Atkins Museum of Art, in Missouri’s Fifth 
District which I am privileged to represent. The 
Nelson-Atkins, founded in 1933, is home to 
more than 33,500 works of art and is an insti-
tution ‘‘committed through its collections and 
programs to being a vital partner in the edu-
cational and cultural life of Kansas City and a 
preeminent institution both nationally and inter-
nationally.’’ 

The Museum has developed into the rec-
ognizable and renowned institution that it is 
today with Director and CEO Marc F. Wilson 
at the helm. Marc graduated from the pres-
tigious Yale University in 1963 with a B.A. in 
European History and in 1967 with a M.A. in 
Chinese Studies and Asian Art History. He 
cultivated his professional skills through the 
Ford Foundation grants and enriching travels 
through East Asia. Marc returned to Kansas 
City in 1971 as Associate Curator of Chinese 
Art and helped organize an exhibition called 
Archaeological Finds of the People’s Republic 
of China. The 1975 exhibition is remembered 
for lines of visitors that stretched to the street 
and became the Museum’s largest block-
buster. In 1982, Marc Wilson became the mu-
seum’s fourth director. 

Under his leadership, the Nelson-Atkins has 
developed the reputation as an iconic cultural 
center that is considered to be one of the pri-
mary destinations for Asian art and also 
boasts extensive collections in European, 
American, American Indian, Photography, 
Decorative Arts, and Modern and Contem-
porary works of art. During Marc’s tenure, the 
Nelson-Atkins received international acclaim 
with the Bloch Building expansion. Designed 
by Steven Holl and acclaimed by Time Maga-
zine as the No. 1 Architectural Marvel of 2007, 
the Bloch Building is an architectural master-
piece. It fluidly incorporates the landscape, 
neighboring classical building, and the Kansas 
City Sculpture Park. The Bloch Building is also 
a sustainable venture. The surrounding gar-
dens help insulate the building and catch ex-
cess rain waters. The multiple screens in the 
glass cavities also control lighting and heating 
of galleries. 

This year, the Museum celebrated 75 years 
of excellence. In honor of this historical com-
memoration many local philanthropists, includ-
ing honorary trustee Henry Bloch, have given 
or promised masterpieces to the Nelson-At-
kins—enhancing the experience of art through 
personal treasures that are now shared with 
all who visit the museum. 

After 39 years with the museum, Marc has 
chosen to retire. His legacy will continue to 
grow through the educational opportunities 

fostered through his outreach and classes that 
develop the skills and interest of artist. Be-
cause of his work, people of all nationalities 
and ages explore exhibits that have found 
their way to the Heart of America through his 
reputation and professional guidance. Michael 
Braude from the Kansas City Business Journal 
called Marc ‘‘totally approachable.’’ 

Those who work with Marc know of his 
great passion for speed and finely tuned ma-
chines, including his motorcycles and his 
sportscars, which he races in the Sports Car 
Club of America regional events. They also 
know that he is a part-time farmer on his his-
toric tobacco farm near Weston, Mo. They 
may not know that as a younger man, he was 
respected for his fencing abilities and his 
marksmanship as a shooter. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Marc Wilson on his retirement. As 
he retires, he leaves with the respect of his 
peers, his staff, and the community that has 
benefited so greatly from Marc’s leadership. 
He will be missed, but his accomplishments 
will continue to make the museum one of the 
gems of our community. 

f 

STOP THE GOVERNMENT 
EXPANSION 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, today is 
Tax Day and as Americans cut yet another 
check to the federal government, it’s time to 
rise up and say stop. Stop the out of control 
spending that will saddle our children and 
grandchildren with a mountain of IOUs. Stop 
with all the bailouts that leave the American 
people paying for Wall Street’s greed and ex-
cess. And we must say stop to the trillion-dol-
lar government take over of health care. 

Washington spending is now $31,000 per 
household and in 2008, the publicly held debt 
was 40.8 percent of the GDP. American fami-
lies are having a hard time making ends meet, 
and yet President Obama and congressional 
Democrats continue to tax and spend without 
regard. In fact, since January 2009, President 
Obama and congressional Democrats have 
enacted into law gross tax increases totaling 
more than $670 billion, more than $2,100 for 
every American. When will all of this madness 
stop? 

f 

AMBER OLSON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Amber Olson 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Amber 
Olson is a 12th grader at Wheat Ridge High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Amber 
Olson is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
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strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Amber Olson for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character to all her future 
accomplishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. HECTOR GARCIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of a great American, Dr. Hector 
P. Garcia. I would like to thank Congressman 
ORTIZ for his leadership and for bringing forth 
this resolution. 

This resolution recognizes the leadership 
and historical contributions of Dr. Garcia to the 
Hispanic community and our country as a 
whole and for his tireless efforts to combat ra-
cial and ethnic discrimination. Dr. Garcia was 
founder of the American GI Forum, a Mexican- 
American veteran’s service association, which 
initiated countless efforts on behalf of Ameri-
cans in the areas of health care, veterans’ 
benefits, and civil rights equality following 
World War II. For his efforts, President 
Reagan in 1984 presented Dr. Garcia with the 
nation’s highest civilian award, the Medal of 
Freedom, for meritorious service to the coun-
try. He was the first Mexican-American to re-
ceive this recognition. 

Dr. Garcia and the American GI Forum 
played a pivotal role in the case of Army Pri-
vate Felix Longoria. Private Longoria was 
killed in action in 1945. After a 4-year wait, his 
body was returned to Texas in 1949. His 
widow requested the use of the funeral chapel 
in Three Rivers, TX, where she was denied 
because he was of Mexican decent. With the 
determination of a soldier, Dr. Garcia and the 
GI Forum intervened. They petitioned Senator 
Lyndon B. Johnson for assistance and LBJ 
successfully secured the hero’s burial his 
widow and this private deserved at Arlington 
National Cemetery, where he became the first 
Mexican American to be awarded the honor. 
The issue garnered national attention when it 
was published in the New York Times. It was 
work like this that made the GI Forum a leader 
in civil rights movement. 

I had the benefit of knowing Dr. Garcia, and 
his family currently lives in my district. Dr. Gar-
cia is an American hero and deserves the rec-
ognition of this House. 

f 

HONORING THE 6 MILLION JEWS 
KILLED IN THE HOLOCAUST 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to the 6 million Jews murdered 
by the Nazis during the Holocaust. Today, 
members of Congress gathered in the Capitol 
Rotunda to remember those who perished and 

to join in solidarity with people in Israel and 
around the world marking Holocaust Remem-
brance day—Yom Hashoah. 

Today, we gather to remember those who 
died and to preserve the memory of the Holo-
caust. Six million Jews perished at the hands 
of the Nazis during the Holocaust; countless 
others were brutalized, raped, dehumanized, 
and robbed. As hard as the stories are to 
hear, we must ensure that the experiences of 
Holocaust survivors are preserved as a per-
manent part of history. 

‘‘Never again’’ is a pledge that we must con-
tinue to uphold through education, dialogue, 
and determination. It is also a commitment to 
fighting hatred, intolerance, and brutality wher-
ever they occur. Too often, we have stood by 
and allowed the targeting, brutalization, and 
massacre of an innocent civilian population. 
We can honor those who died in the Holo-
caust by refusing to allow similar atrocities to 
occur in the future. 

Events in the Middle East, and around the 
world highlight the importance of Holocaust re-
membrance. Recent data show signs of an 
alarming rise in anti-Semitism, and harsh criti-
cism of Israel is increasingly tinged with tradi-
tional anti-Semitism. Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has called for the an-
nihilation of Israel. This is another reminder 
that we must continue to work to strengthen 
the U.S.-Israel relationship, and redouble our 
efforts toward achieving lasting peace in the 
Middle East. 

The Days of Remembrance hold a deep 
meaning for my community. My district, the 
9th Congressional District of Illinois, is home 
to one of the largest concentrations of Holo-
caust survivors in the country. 

Last spring, I had the opportunity to partici-
pate in the opening of the Illinois Holocaust 
Museum and Education Center in Skokie. 
Skokie is home to an estimated 2,000 Holo-
caust survivors, and the museum would not 
have been possible without their active in-
volvement and input. The new 65,000-square 
foot museum will have the capacity to serve 
over 250,000 annual visitors, and will teach 
countless people, young and old, the impor-
tance of actively fighting hatred and prejudice. 

The Illinois Holocaust Museum and Edu-
cation Center continues to use education to 
combat intolerance. 

Today, we remember one of the darkest 
moments in human history, and we honor and 
mourn those who lost their lives. As we honor 
their memory, we must also recommit to work-
ing together to fight genocide to ensure that 
others do not suffer their fate, and to con-
tinuing to teach our children the history of the 
Holocaust. 

f 

AMAIRANI ZUNIGA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Amairani 
Zuniga who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Amairani Zuniga is an 11th grader at Warren 
Tech North and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Amairani 
Zuniga is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Amairani Zuniga for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all her 
future accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING CHAMBERSBURG AREA 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the mission and accom-
plishments of the Chambersburg Area Devel-
opment Corporation. CADC will celebrate its 
50th anniversary at its annual meeting on May 
7, 2010. 

Since 1960, the Chambersburg Area Devel-
opment Corporation has worked to advance 
the general interest of the Chambersburg 
area, specially the economic health and qual-
ity of life. Recognizing Chambersburg’s valu-
able resources and location, a group of local 
leaders, coupled with businessmen and 
women decided to raise funds for a not-for- 
profit industrial development corporation. From 
these beginnings, CADC has been successful 
in promoting economic vitality in the area. To-
gether with businesses, CADC works to bring 
and retain major employers in the area. Work-
ing with other community organizations, CADC 
has participated in the revitalization of down-
town Chambersburg. Among the beneficiaries 
of CADC’s resources are the Chambersburg 
Memorial YMCA, the Grove Family Library, 
and the historic Capitol Theatre, as well as 
several community celebrations. All together, 
CADC is linked to nearly 2,900 jobs and about 
$3 million in wage and property tax revenues 
annually, as well as invaluable contributions to 
the Chambersburg area’s quality of life. 

Over its 50-year history, the Chambersburg 
Area Development Corporation has been an 
essential player in advancing the commercial, 
industrial, civic and general interests of the 
Chambersburg area. The whole region bene-
fits from its commitment to a business-friendly 
climate and an improving quality of life. I com-
mend the Chambersburg Area Development 
Corporation on its work over the past 50 years 
and anticipate many more accomplishments in 
its future. 

f 

FATHER JOSEPH MARTIN, JR. 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor the life of Fa-
ther Joseph Martin, Jr. for his pioneering work 
in substance abuse rehabilitation. 

A native Baltimorean, Father Martin grad-
uated from Loyola High School in 1942 and 
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went on to attend Loyola College from 1942– 
1944. Father Martin began working part-time 
at St. Mary’s Seminary his senior year of high 
school and while he was attending college, he 
felt the calling to enter the priesthood. He was 
ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Balti-
more in 1948. 

When it became apparent that Father Martin 
had a problem with alcohol, he entered the 
Guest House in Lake Orion, Michigan, an al-
coholism treatment center and sanctuary for 
Catholic priests. He left the Guest House in 
1959, returning to Baltimore to resume teach-
ing at St. Charles College in Catonsville. He 
seized every opportunity to speak about alco-
holism, captivating audiences with what be-
came the ‘‘Chalk Talk on Alcohol.’’ 

In 1970, Father Martin reached out to Mae 
Abraham, a woman he met through A.A., and 
with the encouragement of her and her hus-
band, he made the decision to work the field 
of recovery. He became a lecturer and educa-
tor in the Division of Alcohol Control for the 
State of Maryland, conducting seminars for 
doctors, lawyers, parole officers, and social 
workers. His quest to open a treatment center 
began and in 1983 his dream came true with 
the opening of a facility in Havre de Grace, 
Maryland. 

For his leadership and devotion to the re-
covery of substance abuse, Father Martin 
earned several awards to include the Andrew 
White Medal from Loyola College, for his con-
tributions to the general welfare of the citi-
zenry of Maryland; Rutgers University’s Sum-
mer School of Alcohol Studies’ Distinguished 
Service Award (1988); and the Norman Vin-
cent Peale Award (1992). 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor the life of Father Joseph Mar-
tin, Jr. His legacy of hope and healing for 
those suffering from addiction will continue to 
carry on through his rehabilitation center. 

f 

ALEX LESKO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Alex Lesko 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Alex 
Lesko is a 9th grader at Arvada West High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Alex Lesko 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Alex Lesko for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character to all his future 
accomplishments. 

HONORING ALTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
FOR BEING NAMED A 2010 
‘‘SCHOOL TO WATCH’’ BY THE 
ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS MID-
DLE SCHOOLS 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Alton Middle School, in Alton, Illi-
nois, for being recognized as a ‘‘School to 
Watch’’ by the 2010 Illinois Horizon Schools 
award program. 

Schools across Illinois, and across the 
country, are constantly looking for ways to im-
prove their quality of education. One way for 
a school to improve is by taking what has 
been successful in other schools and adapting 
it to their environment. Toward this end, the 
Association of Illinois Middle-Level Schools 
has implemented a program, the Illinois Hori-
zon Schools to Watch Initiative, which identi-
fies those schools that have developed proc-
esses and educational programs that have led 
to academic success. The criteria for this pro-
gram includes academic excellence, develop-
mental responsiveness, social equity and the 
establishment of norms, structures and organi-
zational arrangements that will support and 
sustain efforts to achieve excellence. 

Alton Middle School is one of only seven 
schools in Illinois to receive this prestigious 
designation this year and one of only two out-
side the Chicago area. In recognizing Alton 
Middle School, the Executive Director of the 
Association of Illinois Middle-Level Schools 
noted the sense of community created at Alton 
Middle School as well as its work in enhancing 
social justice and embracing diversity. As a 
Horizon School to Watch, Alton Middle School 
will now serve as a model for other schools 
from around the state of Illinois in developing 
their processes for academic improvement. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the board members of 
Alton Community Unit School District # 11 as 
well as the administration, faculty, staff and 
students of Alton Middle School for their rec-
ognition as a 2010 Illinois Horizon School to 
Watch. 

f 

HONORING STEWART L. UDALL 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Stewart L. Udall who passed 
away March 20, 2010, in his New Mexico 
home, at the age of 90. Secretary Udall is 
best known as Secretary of the Interior under 
Presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. 
Johnson in the 1960s, but his role in the pres-
ervation of our national treasurers is far great-
er than that title suggests. 

Today, we may take for granted the con-
servation of lands for our national parks and 
wilderness areas, but without the efforts of 
Stewart Udall, we would not have these vast 
unspoiled areas across our country. A lifelong 
conservationist, Secretary Udall oversaw the 

expansion of the National Park system to in-
clude four new national parks, six new na-
tional monuments, eight seashores and lake-
shores, nine recreation areas, twenty historic 
sites, and fifty-six wildlife refuges. And he pro-
foundly influenced the national landscape with 
his leadership on the Wilderness Bill, the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act, the Water Quality Act, 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, and 
others. 

Point Reyes National Seashore (PRNS), in 
California’s Sixth District, is one of the jewels 
in the National Parks system that owes its ex-
istence to Stewart Udall. Working with Con-
gressman Clem Miller, Ed Wayburn, and oth-
ers, Secretary Udall shepherded its establish-
ment by Congress and President Kennedy in 
1962 and continued to work for funding and 
expansion under President Johnson. 

Following his tenure as Secretary of the In-
terior, he joined the Advisory Board of Save 
Our Seashore (SOS), a local group founded 
by State Senator Peter Behr. SOS secured 
support to incorporate the surrounding ranch-
lands into the park; these lands were thus 
saved from development and then leased 
back to the original families to continue agri-
cultural activities. 

Secretary Udall’s words in a letter to Sen-
ator Behr still resonate today: ‘‘That this mag-
nificent stretch of the California Coast, within 
a mere 100 miles of five million people, has 
remained virtually intact and unchanged from 
the first day it was sighted by Sir Francis 
Drake in 1579 seems almost a miracle. . . . 
It is a scandal of historic proportions if the 
American people, at the peak of our affluence, 
admit that we lack the foresight and the 
wherewithal to preserve this great Seashore 
intact for ourselves and for future generations. 
If we can afford, this year, 600 million to de-
velop an SST, it is an admission of moral 
bankruptcy if we are unable to fund the com-
pletion of the purchase of these parklands.’’ 

These values explain why we enjoy the 
magnificence of Point Reyes National Sea-
shore—from its stunning ocean vistas to its 
windswept hills—and are also a stirring re-
minder of the importance of environmental 
preservation in our Nation’s priorities. 

Secretary Udall’s eloquence, warmth, and 
passion were deeply moving when I had the 
honor of meeting him at Point Reyes National 
Seashore in 2004. At that time, he described 
the establishment of the park and read from a 
book he had written on the history of the old 
West. His passion for the landscape—and its 
plant, animal, and human inhabitants—shone 
in every word. 

Stewart Udall was born in a rural area of Ar-
izona in 1920, served in the United States Air 
Force in World War II, and then opened a law 
practice with his brother Morris (Mo). His fa-
ther was an Arizona Supreme Court Justice, 
and, continuing the family passion for public 
service, Udall was elected to Congress in 
1954. After his appointment as Secretary of 
the Interior in 1961, Morris was elected to that 
seat, and today Stewarts’s son TOM is a Sen-
ator from New Mexico and his nephew MARK 
is a Senator from Colorado. 

Secretary Udall was predeceased by his 
wife Erma and is survived by their six children, 
TOM, Scott, Lynn, Lori, Denis and Jay and 
their families. 

Madam Speaker, Stewart Udall’s foresight 
and commitment will continue to shape the en-
vironment and landscape of this country. We 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 05:51 Apr 16, 2010 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A15AP8.016 E15APPT1pw
al

ke
r 

on
 D

S
K

8K
Y

B
LC

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE556 April 15, 2010 
owe a great debt to his skill and passion and 
must never forget his reminder that ‘‘Plans to 
protect air and water, wilderness and wildlife 
are in fact plans to protect man.’’ 

f 

AARON CISNEROS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Aaron 
Cisneros who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Aaron Cisneros is a 9th grader at Jefferson 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Aaron 
Cisneros is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Aaron Cisneros for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt he will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all his 
future accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
LAWRENCE SEYMOUR 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Dr. Lawrence Seymour, a 
Memphis doctor who dedicated his life to fight-
ing prostate cancer. He was born in Fayette 
County, Tennessee and moved to the historic 
LeMoyne Gardens neighborhood in Memphis 
before beginning grade school. He was class 
valedictorian at Booker T. Washington High 
School, one of the first African American high 
schools in the city. Rising out of poverty, he 
attended Howard University College of Medi-
cine on a full scholarship. After graduating in 
1961, Dr. Seymour regularly sent money back 
to Howard University to help other aspiring 
doctors pay for their medical school education. 

Becoming one of the first African American 
urologists in Memphis, Dr. Seymour earned a 
reputation as a doctor who provided treatment 
for people whether they were insured or not. 
He would see patients regardless of their abil-
ity to pay him because, according to his wife 
Mrs. Anita Seymour, ‘‘He felt like he owed it 
to his community.’’ 

Dr. Seymour would always remind his pa-
tients of the importance of receiving specific 
antigen blood tests, which are critical in help-
ing doctors diagnose prostate cancer in its 
early stages. For him, the fight against pros-
tate cancer was personal because the disease 
claimed the life of one of his brothers. Dr. 
Seymour was a pioneer in the fight against 
prostate cancer, developing several new treat-
ments for the disease including one that 
shrinks the prostate gland before surgery. 

Dr. Lawrence Seymour passed away on 
February 23, 2010, at 75 years of age. The 
Memphis community mourns the life of one of 
its great doctors. He is survived by his wife, 
his four children and a host of friends and 
family across Tennessee and the country. We 
are grateful to have had the pleasure of his 
dedication, perseverance and passion in the 
Memphis community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SUPERVISORY SPE-
CIAL AGENT ERNESTO ‘‘TITO’’ 
CRUZ 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Supervisory Special Agent Ernesto 
‘‘Tito’’ Cruz for his service to the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence over the past 
year. 

As a detailee from the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, Special Agent Cruz offered his 
professional expertise to and provided sub-
stantial support for a range of in-depth re-
views, from those focused on highly sensitive 
intelligence operations to current practices 
with the Intelligence Community that implicate 
legal, policy, or fiscal concerns and investiga-
tions. 

In particular, Special Agent Cruz assisted in 
the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tion’s bipartisan examination of circumstances 
surrounding the Peru Narcotics Airbridge De-
nial Program, as well as several inquiries re-
garding contractor practices within the Intel-
ligence Community and allegations of waste, 
fraud, and abuse. The Committee also bene-
fited greatly from his FBI experience during 
the interviews conducted in connection with an 
investigation into congressional notification 
practices, policies, and procedures. 

The Intelligence Committee’s work involves 
constant interaction with the 16 elements of 
the Intelligence Community, particularly 
through the offices of congressional affairs. 
Special Agent Cruz’s long-term experience 
across a wide range of intelligence matters 
and his significant and successful interaction 
within congressional affairs offices was an 
asset to the Committee’s performance of its 
oversight duties. 

The Committee was privileged to have the 
opportunity to work with Special Agent Cruz. 
His work ethic, friendly nature, and sense of 
humor made him a valued member of the 
Committee team. Thank you, Tito, for all of 
your hard work, and I wish you all the best as 
you leave the Hill for FBI’s Office of Congres-
sional Affairs. 

f 

AARON CARDONA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Aaron 
Cardona who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Aaron Cardona is an 8th grader at Wheat 

Ridge Middle School and received this award 
because his determination and hard work 
have allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Aaron 
Cardona is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Aaron Cardona for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt he will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all his 
future accomplishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HERSCHEND FAMILY 
ENTERTAINMENT AND SILVER 
DOLLAR CITY ON ITS 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. ROY BLUNT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Silver Dollar City on its upcom-
ing 50th anniversary. 

The Herschend family established Silver 
Dollar City on May 1, 1960, in Branson, Mis-
souri, on top of Marvel Cave to preserve and 
celebrate the folk history, storytelling, music 
and craft traditions of 1880s America. The 
park originally featured two authentic log struc-
tures, a town square with a demonstrating 
blacksmith, a general store, and an ice cream 
parlor. A crew of 17 ‘‘citizens’’ entertained 
about 125,000 visitors in the first year. 

Fifty years later, Silver Dollar City now 
counts over 2 million visitors annually, em-
ploys more than 2,000 individuals, and contrib-
utes over $100 million a year to Missouri’s 
economy. The award-winning theme park is 
the ‘‘Home of American Craftsmanship,’’ 
showcasing a colony of 100 resident crafts-
men, in addition to its rides and attractions 
and world class festivals. The success of Sil-
ver Dollar City, in addition to the natural beau-
ty of the Ozarks and the creation of Table 
Rock Lake, has helped launch Branson into a 
world-renowned tourism destination. 

In the years since Silver Dollar City opened, 
Herschend Family Entertainment has grown to 
become America’s largest family-owned theme 
park company—owning and operating 24 
properties spread across nine states, including 
iconic sites like Dollywood in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee. Herschend properties attracted 
over 8.6 million visitors in 2009 and supports 
6,600 jobs across the country. These parks 
celebrate our shared cultural heritage as 
Americans, our country’s vast natural features 
and wildlife, and the community spirit that 
made America what it is today. 

In addition to operating its entertainment 
business, the Herschend family, along with Sil-
ver Dollar City and its many other properties, 
touch thousands of lives through charitable 
giving and volunteer time to hundreds of non-
profit groups every year. In my congressional 
district alone, the Silver Dollar City Foundation 
contributes over $100,000 per year in Stone 
and Taney counties through its Care for Kids 
Program. 

To Pete and Jack Herschend, and the team 
at Silver Dollar City, I offer my congratulations 
on their 50th anniversary. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ADRIEN 

L. RINGUETTE 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to remember and honor Adrien 
Lanthier Ringuette of Bristol, Indiana. On 
Wednesday, January 6, 2010, Mr. Ringuette 
suffered a stroke and passed away at the St. 
Joseph Regional Medical Center. In mourning 
his death, we remember and honor the life 
and achievements of Mr. Ringuette. 

Born in Attleboro, MA, on September 9, 
1925, to the late Joseph and Anita Ringuette, 
Mr. Ringuette served in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps during World War II. Upon his return, 
Mr. Ringuette graduated magna cum laude 
and Phi Beta Kappa from Amherst College. 
After graduating from Yale Law School in 
1951, he began his career at the law firm 
Dwight, Royal, Harris, Kagel and Caskey in 
New York until 1954. 

After his time in New York, Mr. Ringuette 
moved to the Midwest while working for Uni-
versal Oil Products of Des Plaines. Thereafter, 
he worked at Abbott Laboratories as a senior 
attorney and assistant secretary until 1965, 
when he joined Miles Laboratories Inc. in Elk-
hart County. During this period, Mr. 
Ringuette’s involvement in civil rights also mo-
tivated him to spearhead the defense of an 
open housing development in Deerfield, IL. 
The events of this initiative were chronicled by 
the New York Times in the 1960s and again 
in 1962 in a book by Harry and David Rosen. 

As secretary and general counsel for the 
Bayer Corporation, Mr. Ringuette worked ex-
tensively with trade association committees 
who helped shape legislation regarding issues 
pertaining to the healthcare industry. Before 
retiring from Bayer in 1990, Mr. Ringuette also 
worked with the Food and Drug Administration 
and other agencies during their review of over- 
the-counter drugs. 

A history enthusiast, Mr. Ringuette was an 
active member of the Board of The Food and 
Drug Law Institute, the Amherst and Yale Law 
School Alumni Associations, and the Univer-
sity Club of Chicago, among many others. Mr. 
Ringuette will be remembered as the excellent 
lawyer and active member of the community 
that he was. Adrien L. Ringuette is survived by 
his wife, three children and three grand-
children. I, and the grateful citizens of the 
state of Indiana, are deeply saddened by his 
passing. 

f 

STEVE SCHAEFER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Steve Schae-
fer, owner of Meyer Hardware, for receiving 
the Golden Rotary Ethics in Business Award. 
Meyer Hardware has adhered to high stand-
ards of business ethics for 64 years and dem-
onstrates ethical behavior and responsible 
practices as a philosophy in daily business. 
Steve Schaefer is a central source of this phi-

losophy and serves as a role model for the 
store’s 19 employees. 

The treatment of customers at Meyer Hard-
ware is exemplary. The employees are helpful 
and friendly, and they go out of their way to 
satisfy customer’s needs. Meyer is very loyal 
to its employees, keeping them employed 
even during hard times, and as a result, their 
employees are very loyal to Meyers, with 
some staying for over 20 years. 

Meyer Hardware does its part in the cause 
of environmental sensitivity by providing a va-
riety of low-energy and ‘‘green’’ merchandise. 
Meyer Hardware is also very active in the 
community, supporting the Cub Scouts, Eagle 
Scouts and sponsoring the Golden junior 
baseball and football teams. Meyer Hardware 
also donates to numerous non-profit organiza-
tions and participates in Golden’s Easter egg 
hunt and Christian Action Guild food drive. 

Meyer Hardware is a model for outstanding 
ethics in business. It is an example for all 
businesses in America to emulate. Congratula-
tions to Steve Schaefer, for his leadership of 
Meyer Hardware and all the individuals who 
make Meyer Hardware what it is today. 

f 

COMMENDING TO THE HOUSE MS. 
ELIZABETH TRISLER 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Elizabeth Trisler on 
winning the National Right to Life Committee’s 
Jane B. Thompson Oratory Contest. This con-
test offers young Americans the opportunity to 
speak on an issue of great importance to them 
and to our Nation—the right to life. 

Public speaking is an essential skill and I 
commend Elizabeth for her eloquence and 
articulacy. Whether in politics, business, or 
education, the ability to speak with confidence 
is essential to success in the 21st-century 
world. Elizabeth’s decision to use her ability in 
support of a great cause deserves the respect 
of her peers and elected officials. 

I am pleased that Elizabeth is taking an in-
terest in politics. It is always encouraging to 
see young Americans speaking out on issues 
important to them. Our democracy depends on 
engaged citizens exercising their First Amend-
ment right to free speech. Her words should 
be a clarion call to a generation of Americans 
that life is a precious gift from God that we 
must all cherish and defend. 

Elizabeth’s achievement was recognized by 
the Ohio State House and State Senate, each 
of whom designated proclamations in her 
honor. Such an honor has become a tradition 
in my home State of Ohio, where honorary 
resolutions are presented at the beginning of 
sessions of the State legislature. Unfortu-
nately, Elizabeth’s recognition was delayed by 
partisanship and division. 

Just 5 days before the award was sched-
uled to be presented, Elizabeth’s State rep-
resentative was informed that the House 
Speaker was cancelling the ceremony due to 
the political controversy surrounding abortion. 
This highly politicized decision sent the wrong 
message to our young men and women—that 
even in our legislative chambers, the way to 
deal with opinions with which we disagree is 
to ignore them. 

After a 2-week controversy, the Speaker fi-
nally allowed Elizabeth to accept her award on 
the House Floor. I respect the Speaker’s deci-
sion to withdraw his previously announced pol-
icy and allow for the significance of Elizabeth’s 
achievement to be celebrated. 

In conclusion, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Elizabeth for her out-
standing performance and having the courage 
to enter the public square and speak elo-
quently about one of the great moral issues of 
our time. 

f 

HONORING BEN BYRD 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I have al-
ways said that the colors orange and white 
are almost as patriotic as red, white, and blue 
in my District. East Tennesseans live and 
breathe Big Orange Sports. 

Ben Byrd is a journalism legend in my Dis-
trict and has covered the most notable sports 
moments in Tennessee history since 1947. 

Tom Mattingly, a writer for the Knoxville 
News Sentinel, pays tribute to Ben Byrd in the 
piece reprinted below. I draw his service and 
talent to the attention of my colleagues and 
other readers of the RECORD. 

MATTINGLY: NOTHING GOT PAST BYRD’S 
COVERAGE 

(By Tom Mattingly) 
When Emmett Byrd, director of marketing 

and operations for Kyle Busch Motorsports, 
spoke at the Knoxville Downtown Sertoma 
Club last Wednesday, there was a special 
journalist in the audience. 

Ben Byrd, accompanied by wife, Jo, was 
there for the festivities, not as a journalist, 
with notebook, pen, and on deadline, but as 
a proud father. 

Byrd’s career with the Knoxville Journal 
stamped him as a legend in Knoxville jour-
nalism. He covered the basketball Vols in his 
first assignment in 1947 and didn’t miss very 
many games thereafter. His history of the 
Tennessee basketball program, titled ‘‘The 
Basketball Vols,’’ came out in 1974. 

In 1986, he coauthored ‘‘You Can Go Home 
Again’’ with Johnny Majors, a story tracing 
Majors’ earliest days in Moore County 
through the excitement of the 1986 Sugar 
Bowl. 

Byrd covered many of the greatest mo-
ments in Tennessee sports history from the 
primitive press boxes and arenas of the 1940s, 
1950s, and 1960s, through the newer struc-
tures of later years. 

His coverage of the 1956 Georgia Tech game 
was honored as one of the best sports stories 
that year. It covered 25 paragraphs without a 
coach or player quote to be found. 

Here’s how he set the stage. 
‘‘GRANT FIELD, Atlanta, November 10— 

The greatest football game I have ever seen, 
Tennessee 6, Georgia Tech 0, has been over 15 
minutes now. The slate gray horseshoe sta-
dium is almost cleared of fans now, except 
for a bright orange patch across the field in 
the east stands, where the Tennessee band 
continues to blare out, piping hot in concert 
with the hand-clapping and foot-stomping 
jubilance of Volunteer fans.’’ 

You want a snappy line that fully ex-
plained what was happening on the field? 

Consider that the situation was fourth- 
and-2 for the Yellow Jackets at the Vols 34. 

‘‘They went for it this time and made it, 
Ken Owen ripping to the 29. Stan Flowers 
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followed that up with an eight-yard charge, 
and the Tennessee situation was not exactly 
peachy. But then Owen, exploding off tackle, 
fumbled, and Jim Smelcher was on it like a 
third-rate vaudeville dancer grabbing coins 
tossed up on the stage.’’ 

Then came the conclusion, his tribute to 
an epic contest, a nearly poetic ending 
you’re not likely to see in a game story 
today. 

‘‘Twice the Vols came up with clutch inter-
ceptions, one by Bubba Howe at midfield, 
and the last by (Tommy) Bronson, retreating 
with his man deep into Tennessee territory. 
He planted Tennessee’s flag there on the 
nine-yard line, and a vast silence fell on the 
Tech side of the stands. While down the line, 
the Tennessee crowd chanted . . . four . . . 
three . . . two . . . one. Hallelujah, praise the 
Lord.’’ 

Byrd’s daily columns, titled ‘‘Byrd’s Eye 
View,’’ were incisive, even if they might 
have led to an unintended consequence on 
one occasion. 

Byrd had a Saturday game day feature ti-
tled ‘‘Free Thought Association,’’ purporting 
to pick the winners of that day’s games by 
what litany of seemingly random comments. 

When Tennessee played Rutgers on Nov. 3, 
1979, on Homecoming Day, the Vols were a 
prohibitive favorite. 

‘‘What are rutgers?’’ he wrote. 
‘‘One housewife told me she bought a 

pound of them at the supermarket last week 
for 59 cents, but they must have been on sale 
because she normally pays 89 cents a pound. 

‘‘This one man who’s been up East told me 
he doesn’t exactly know what rutgers are, 
but he’s pretty sure they are a lot like yon-
kers. Now if I just knew what yonkers were.’’ 

Rutgers got the last laugh, winning 13–7, 
with the column supposedly on display 
prominently in the Scarlet Knights dressing 
room. 

‘‘Incidentally,’’ colleague Marvin West 
wrote, ‘‘that column was more fun on Satur-
day morning than Saturday night.’’ 

When Tennessee squared off against Bel-
mont in basketball in December 2008, son 
Rick led the Belmont squad into battle. 

At one critical juncture in the contest, the 
CSS camera focused on Ben, watching in-
tently from press row at the east end of 
Thompson-Boling Arena near the Belmont 
bench. 

He had to have had mixed emotions, given 
that he had seen a number of these down-to- 
the-last-minute games during his time cov-
ering the Vols. That was old hat for him. 

You couldn’t blame him for harboring the 
hope that Rick and Belmont could pull off an 
upset. You could only imagine what was 
going through his head as the final seconds 
ticked down. 

I might have been the same feeling he had 
on March 6, 1967, as he watched an improb-
able victory at Mississippi State that gave 
the Vols the SEC title. 

The next day, Byrd’s game story dubbed 
the 1966–67 Ray Mears-coached SEC title 
team the ‘‘Fearless Five.’’ 

When someone writes the authoritative 
history of Tennessee sports, particularly for 
football and basketball, Byrd’s craftsman-
ship in reporting and commenting on the 
games of his era will have to be one of the 
primary sources. 

f 

JEFFCO ACTION CENTER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud the Jeffco Ac-

tion Center for receiving the Golden Rotary 
Ethics in Business Award. 

For over 40 years Jeffco Action Center pro-
vided immediate response to basic human 
needs and promoted pathways to self-suffi-
ciency. The nonprofit social service center 
makes an incredible difference for the thou-
sands of people it touches through its respon-
siveness and dedication to meet their needs. 

Jeffco Action Center provides many goods 
and services including a food bank, a clothing 
bank, household and personal items, financial 
assistance, medical assistance, Thanksgiving 
food, a Santa shop, and school supply dis-
tribution. The center also runs a 22-bed home-
less shelter and provides tenant/landlord coun-
seling, client job search and educational out-
reach assistance. It distributed more than $3.4 
million of in-kind goods in 2009. 

Organizations like Jeffco Action Center are 
critical to communities across the United 
States, because they provide a source of sup-
port for individuals and their families. 

Congratulations to Mag Strittmatter, for her 
outstanding leadership of Jeffco Action Center. 

I congratulate all the individuals working at 
Jeffco Action Center for their continued com-
mitment to the people they serve. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE MONT-
GOMERY FIRE DEPARTMENT IN 
NEW YORK FOR TWO HUNDRED 
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 
TO THE COMMUNITY 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to the Montgomery 
Fire Department in Orange County, New York 
as its members and officers prepare to cele-
brate and mark its 200th Anniversary. I am de-
lighted to add my voice to those recognizing 
this significant milestone, and I am proud to 
honor the Montgomery Fire Department on 
this historic occasion. 

The officers and members of the Mont-
gomery Fire Department have served their 
community with distinction and commitment for 
many generations, making this department the 
oldest in Orange County and one of the long-
est serving in the State of New York. Since its 
founding in 1810, this all-volunteer department 
has answered the call for assistance from its 
neighbors during a wide range of emergency 
situations. As this area has grown and 
changed, the spirit of service and leadership 
from the department has carried on and 
evolved to meet new challenges. 

The 80 active current members of the Mont-
gomery Fire Department continue to build on 
the legacy of this historic Department each 
time they respond to emergency calls to deal 
with local flooding, house fires, car accidents 
and other difficult circumstances. As its mem-
bers have done for many generations, these 
men and women answer the calls of their 
neighbors throughout the seasons and at all 
times of day and night in order to ensure the 
safety and to protect the well-being of their 
community. 

Madam Speaker, I am delighted to offer my 
congratulations to the Montgomery Fire De-
partment as it prepares to celebrate its bicen-

tennial anniversary. I extend my best wishes 
and deep gratitude for the selfless and invalu-
able service the Montgomery Fire Department 
has provided to our community for 200 years. 

f 

ANDREW PETERS MAUS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Andrew Peters Maus. An-
drew is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 180, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Andrew has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Andrew has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. As an Eagle Scout 
myself, I understand how hard Andrew worked 
and admire his commitment. Becoming an 
Eagle Scout represents a great deal of dedica-
tion and perseverance and I am sure Andrew 
will continue to hold himself to these high 
standards in the future. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Andrew Peters Maus for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL AFTER-
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION AND 
AFTERSCHOOL ALLIANCE’S 
‘‘BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS’’ 
WINNER WENDELL MADDOX 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, 
on April 21, 2010, hundreds of afterschool 
leaders and youth from more than 100 com-
munities across the nation will visit Wash-
ington, D.C., to take part in the National After-
school Association and Afterschool Alliance’s 
‘‘Afterschool for All Challenge’’, a three-day 
event which brings together afterschool pro-
gram staff, parents, senators, representatives, 
mayors, national afterschool leaders, edu-
cators and youth in the name of afterschool 
care advocacy. 

The crowning affair of this meeting is the 
‘‘Breakfast of Champions’’, a unique event 
honoring several outstanding state and city 
leaders for their commitment to expanding 
afterschool opportunities for kids at all levels. 
This prestigious and celebratory event will fea-
ture a keynote address by a senior represent-
ative from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, as well as musical perform-
ances from nationally-renowned artists. 

I am proud to announce that one out-
standing individual from the Third District of 
Kansas has been selected as a ‘‘Champion’’ 
to be honored at this event. Mr. Wendell Mad-
dox, the President and CEO of the United 
Way of Wyandotte County, is being recog-
nized for his organization’s start up of the All 
Accounted For project. 
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The All Accounted For project is an after-

school initiative designed to ensure that all 
school-aged children have the opportunity to 
participate in wholesome afterschool activities. 
This initiative accomplishes these goals by fo-
cusing on three primary issues: (1) providing 
transportation to children who participate in 
afterschool programs; (2) training and certi-
fying afterschool care workers, and (3) estab-
lishing a quality rating system for afterschool 
program sites. 

I congratulate Mr. Maddox on his excep-
tional achievement as a winner of the ‘‘Break-
fast of Champions’’ Award, and I thank him, 
on behalf of the Third District of Kansas, for 
his tireless efforts to the cause of providing 
quality afterschool care to our youth. 

f 

KPMG LLP’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
IN BOSTON 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. CAPUANO. Madam Speaker, in 1910, 
Marwick, Mitchell & Co. opened its doors in 
Boston, on Congress Street, with just a hand-
ful of partners and infinite potential. That com-
pany became Peat, Marwick & Mitchell, and is 
known today as simply KPMG LLP. This year 
marks the 100th anniversary of KPMG LLP’s 
relationship with Boston and I rise this after-
noon to recognize the indelible contributions 
KPMG has made to the city, its residents, and 
its businesses; as well as to the health, 
strength and well being of American capital 
markets. 

Over the last 100 years, Boston has devel-
oped a reputation as more than just the birth-
place of America. Today, it is firmly positioned 
as a leading center of culture, intellectualism, 
business innovation, and commerce, and 
KPMG is recognized as playing a leading role 
in Boston’s expansion and growth. KPMG is 
one of the oldest and best-known professional 
services firms in the city, employing 600-plus 
professionals, headquartered at Two Financial 
Center, and providing audit, tax, and advisory 
services to the public and private sectors. Just 
as important, KPMG’s partners and employees 
serve as officers, directors, and volunteers for 
many of Boston’s charitable and philanthropic 
organizations 

In celebration of its 100th anniversary, 
KPMG launched the 100K Project, encour-
aging Boston alumni, partners, and profes-
sionals to clock at least 100 hours of volunteer 
service during this centennial year. Moreover, 
the firm has spearheaded more than 100 fund-
raising drives and community service projects 
over the past two years to beautify and green 
the city; feed and clothe the city’s poor and 
homeless, raise monies for our world-class 
medical research facilities and patient care; 
teach, tutor and provide clothing, books and 
toys to Boston’s neediest children; as well as 
generously donate to dozens of local and 
global causes. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to pay tribute 
to KPMG and its people for 100 years of serv-
ice to Boston, for its contributions to the 
growth and health of the city’s commerce, and 
for its many efforts benefiting our community’s 
quality of life. 

ALEXANDER M. STEARNS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Alexander M. Stearns. 
Alex is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 249, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Alex has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Alex has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Alex has contrib-
uted to his community through his Eagle Scout 
project. Alex organized and coordinated the in-
stallation of 260 feet of plastic timber encom-
passing the mulch and playground equipment 
at Benner Park in Weston, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Alexander M. Stearns for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE TAXPAYER 
BILL OF RIGHTS ACT OF 2010 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, today I am 
proud to introduce the Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
Act of 2010, which clarifies taxpayer rights and 
obligations, ensures taxpayers have access to 
competent and affordable tax assistance, and 
improves taxpayer services. Senator JEFF 
BINGAMAN (NM), a dedicated advocate for tax-
payer rights, is introducing companion legisla-
tion in the Senate. Many of these provisions 
are supported by the National Taxpayer Advo-
cate, Nina Olson, who has long been a cham-
pion of improving taxpayer services and tax 
administration. 

Today, April 15th, millions of taxpayers will 
file their returns with the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS). As the IRS processes these re-
turns, issues of tax administration will come to 
the forefront. These problems will range from 
taxpayers not knowing their legal rights, to tax-
payers enlisting unscrupulous or poorly-trained 
preparers to help them complete one of their 
most important financial transactions of the 
year. This legislation aims to help ensure tax-
payers do not find themselves in these unnec-
essary situations. 

First, this legislation would require Treasury 
to publish an easy-to-understand Taxpayer Bill 
of Rights that would enumerate all taxpayers’ 
rights and obligations, as well as their location 
in the tax code. Currently, these rights and ob-
ligations are scattered throughout the tax code 
and Internal Revenue Manual, making them 
neither accessible nor written in plain lan-
guage that most taxpayers can understand. 

Second, the legislation improves tax pre-
parer services and advice available to mod-
erate income taxpayers by supporting a grant 
program for free income tax assistance serv-

ices, and by allowing IRS referrals to Low-In-
come Taxpayer Clinics, which represent mod-
est income taxpayers in their disputes with the 
IRS. In addition, this legislation builds upon 
guidance from the National Taxpayer Advo-
cate, first issued in 2002, to implement a sys-
tem of oversight for unenrolled tax preparers 
through examination and continuing education 
requirements. It also provides specific guid-
ance to the IRS as it implements its new initia-
tive to increase oversight over these tax pre-
parers. This provision is essential to improving 
tax compliance at a time when over half of 
Americans use a paid preparer to complete 
their returns. 

Finally, this bill would improve services for 
taxpayers. One important new provision in-
cluded in this bill provides greater protections 
for taxpayers when they are faced with a No-
tice of a Federal Tax Lien filing (NFTL). Filing 
of an NFTL can result in significant, long-term 
hardship to a taxpayer, and may adversely af-
fect the taxpayer’s credit, thus impairing his or 
her ability to conduct financial transactions or 
secure employment. The Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights Act requires the IRS to make individ-
ualized determinations before the filing of an 
NFTL, and also requires consideration of hard-
ship factors and a taxpayer’s history of compli-
ance before these determinations are made. 

Many of the problems identified in this bill 
have gone unaddressed for too long, causing 
confusion and undue hardship for taxpayers 
across the country. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to support these common sense pro-
visions to promote taxpayer rights and serv-
ices for all Americans on this Tax Day. 

f 

CELEBRATING PITNEY BOWES’ 
90TH ‘‘BIRTHDAY’’ 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, I take this op-
portunity to say ‘‘Happy Birthday’’ to a great 
Connecticut company headquartered in my 
district, Pitney Bowes, which was formed 90 
years ago on April 23, 1920. 

The company was founded through the in-
ventive genius of Arthur Pitney and Walter 
Bowes who created and commercialized the 
postage meter—a faster, more convenient way 
for businesses to apply postage than stamps. 
This meter, which has been reinvented many 
times—from mechanical, to electronic, to dig-
ital—is still used around the world by over two 
million businesses, large and small. 

Pitney Bowes remains the undisputed lead-
er in offering postage metering technologies to 
every size business, from those who process 
fewer than 1,000 pieces of mail per month to 
those doing more than a million pieces a day. 

The company also offers high-speed folders, 
sorters, inserters and addressing systems. 
Their software systems add efficiency to busi-
nesses by helping optimize shipping alter-
natives, keeping track of mailing costs, or 
tracking the mail through the postal system. 
And, they offer a variety of mail and document 
management services. 

I am sure that many of my colleagues know 
that Pitney Bowes manages the mail room 
right here in the House of Representatives. 
Fewer may know that Pitney Bowes also helps 
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screen, sanitize and even digitize the mail we 
receive. They do all this for other government 
agencies as well as thousands of commercial 
customers. 

They help companies prepare their mail to 
qualify for postage discounts, ensure that their 
communications are accurately addressed, 
and help more than one million people finance 
their postage. They help other companies 
identify potential customers and have worked 
to expand access to postal services through 
automated kiosks, through the Internet, and 
through partnerships with companies like eBay 
and the U.S. Postal Service. Indeed, perhaps 
no company better understands the essential 
role that the U.S. Postal Service plays in facili-
tating American commerce and communica-
tions than Pitney Bowes. 

In addition to its innovation and business 
prowess, Pitney Bowes is notable for its fun-
damental values. Pitney Bowes employees not 
only do smart things, they do the right things. 
They’ve been widely recognized for their di-
verse hiring, excellent training, and progres-
sive health care. The people at Pitney Bowes 
care about their colleagues and they care 
about their community. 

For these reasons and in anticipation of 
their 90-year anniversary, I appreciate the op-
portunity to celebrate Pitney Bowes’ past and 
I look forward to recognizing their accomplish-
ments in the future. 

f 

JACOB C. PHILLIP HOCHARD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Jacob C. Phillip Hochard. 
Jacob is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 249, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Jacob has earned the rank of Fire Builder in 
the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Jacob has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle 
Scout project. Jacob organized and coordi-
nated the construction of a wooden planter 
box with evergreen shrubs and perennial flow-
ers around the ‘‘Welcome to Weston’’ in Bev-
erly, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jacob C. Phillip Hochard 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

f 

HONORING MISS OLA HITT ON HER 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to enter into the CON-

GRESSIONAL RECORD a few statements about 
Miss Ola Hitt, who is celebrating her 100th 
birthday this month. Miss Hitt is truly a special 
woman. Every day, motorists who drive down 
Whiskey Road in Aiken, South Carolina will 
pass by Ola Hitt Lane. Visitors to the city may 
not know why a street was named for Miss 
Hitt, but many of the residents could quickly 
inform them. Miss Ola, as she is affectionately 
known by her friends, has been a beloved fig-
ure in her small southern city for decades. 

Miss Ola is an American patriot who has 
opened her home and her heart to serve the 
veteran community for many years. In 1960, 
Miss Ola was asked if disabled veterans who 
could live independently could share her large 
Chesterfield Street home with her. She never 
hesitated, and her house became a home to 
dozens of returning veterans who had no- 
where else to lay their heads. Her ‘‘boys’’, as 
she called them, always found a welcome mat 
at her front door. She not only prepared hot 
meals and provided comfortable rooms for 
them but also accompanied them to doctor’s 
appointments. She even planned and took 
them on vacations. For 33 years, Miss Ola 
served her ‘‘boys’’ who had so valiantly served 
our great country. 

Obviously, generosity epitomizes Miss Ola’s 
life. She has always been quick to gather up 
donations to help children, veterans and any-
one else who is in need. Miss Ola has also 
been known to draft others to assist her in her 
endeavors. Because no one says ‘‘no’’ to Miss 
Ola, she has been able to draw others into her 
many charities. 

I could go on for hours about what Miss Ola 
means to her community and to her many 
friends. Her life has truly been one of giving 
and loving. I am proud to have this opportunity 
to wish her a happy 100th birthday and to 
thank her for spending her life serving others. 
God bless you, Miss Ola. 

f 

HONORING GEORGE R. DERR, JR. 

HON. JOHN H. ADLER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to an outstanding 
South Jersey citizen, Mr. George R. Derr Jr. of 
Willingboro, NJ. One of the greatest pleasures 
of my service in the United States House of 
Representatives is the opportunity to call the 
Nation’s attention to acts of extraordinary serv-
ice and sacrifice by our citizens, and to record 
those acts as a part of our proud and uniquely 
American history of leadership by the People. 

This year marks 50 years of service for Mr. 
Derr with the Willingboro Volunteer Fire Com-
pany #1. He has not only served our country 
when needed, he continues to serve our Na-
tion, State, and community. Mr. Derr was a 
charter member of the Fire Company, which 
also celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. 
In his many years of service with the com-
pany, Mr. Derr served as the first cor-
responding secretary, and has also served as 
President and Chairman of the Board of Fire 
Commissioners. 

In recognizing Mr. George R. Derr, for his 
extraordinary service, we recognize all fire-
fighters. They represent and summon the best 
in us—the best of the American character— 

and we are grateful to them all. Therefore 
Madam Speaker, I hope that you will join me 
in recognizing Mr. George R. Derr, for his 
many years of service with the Willingboro 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALLIE BENNETT 
SHIELDS 

HON. TRAVIS W. CHILDERS 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. CHILDERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Allie Bennett 
Shields on the occasion of her 90th birthday. 
Allie Bennett Shields was born on April 15, 
1915 in Prentiss County, Mississippi. She 
grew up on a farm near New Site, Mississippi. 

At 19, Allie married Marshall Shields on De-
cember 23, 1934. Allie had a long and active 
working life. She was one of the original mem-
bers of East Booneville Baptist Church in 
1948. Allie and Marshall were married for 45 
years and had one son, Tommy Lee Shields. 
She is blessed with two grandchildren, Jamie 
and Johnny Shields. 

I am honored to have Allie as a resident in 
my congressional district. Celebrating a 90th 
birthday is a momentous occasion that many 
strive for, yet few accomplish. I can only imag-
ine the advances and changes she has wit-
nessed during her celebrated life. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to Mrs. 
Allie Bennett Shields on her 90th birthday. 

f 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED 
PEOPLE 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is my 
distinct pleasure to stand before you today to 
recognize and commend the members of the 
Gary, Indiana, branch of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP). On Saturday, April 24, 2010, the 
Gary NAACP will hold its 45th Annual Life 
Membership Banquet at the Genesis Conven-
tion Center in downtown Gary, Indiana. 

This annual event is a major fundraiser for 
the Gary NAACP. The funds generated 
through this event directly support the organi-
zation’s many outstanding programs and ad-
vocacy efforts. Through its membership and 
the support of the community, the Gary 
NAACP is able to serve the people of North-
west Indiana and continue the mission started 
by the national organization in 1909, working 
diligently to combat injustice, discrimination, 
and unfair treatment for all people in today’s 
society. In addition, the banquet serves to up-
date and keep the community aware of the 
NAACP’s activities and to formally honor its 
new life members. 

The keynote speaker at this year’s event will 
be Mr. Herman Boone, a retired high school 
teacher and coach, who is most well-known 
for coaching integrated football teams at T.C. 
Williams High School, in Alexandria, Virginia. 
Many will recall Denzel Washington’s memo-
rable portrayal of Coach Boone in the movie 
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Remember the Titans. I join the Gary NAACP 
in welcoming Mr. Boone to Northwest Indiana. 

This year, the Gary NAACP will honor six 
outstanding individuals from Northwest Indi-
ana, who will join the hundreds of other out-
standing civil, community, and religious lead-
ers who have previously been recognized as 
life members. For 2010, the distinguished indi-
viduals who will be inducted as life members 
of the Gary NAACP are: Vanessa Allen, Anna 
Connor, Geneva Osawe Gonzales, Dr. Danita 
Johnson Hughes, Hattie McCune, and Cheron 
Reed. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and my other 
distinguished colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to the newest life members of the Gary 
NAACP, as well as Attorney Karen Pulliam, 
the current Gary NAACP president, and all 
members of the organization for their extraor-
dinary efforts and tremendous leadership. 
These outstanding men and women have 
worked tirelessly to improve the quality of life 
for all residents of Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District, and for that they are to be com-
mended. 

f 

CELEBRATING MARGARET GANDY 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the life and philan-
thropic contributions of Margaret Gandy, and 
to acknowledge the pride in the legacy she left 
with the Tampa Bay community. Her guidance 
and encouragement to students proved instru-
mental in improving the lives of thousands of 
families. 

Born in Orlando, Ms. Gandy graduated from 
Florida State University with a bachelor’s de-
gree in recreation education and a master’s 
degree in religious education from Duke Uni-
versity’s Divinity School. After serving as a re-
ligious education director in North Carolina 
and Girl Scouts executive director in Volusia 
County, Ms. Gandy and her husband, Bill, set-
tled in south Tampa in 1973. 

As her two children went through school, 
Ms. Gandy volunteered her time in the school 
clinics and served on various PTA commit-
tees. When they began attending Plant High 
School in 1980, she devoted her time to help-
ing high school seniors navigate the college 
admissions and financial aid process and or-
ganized her first college night. Her passion for 
helping students get into college compelled 
Plant High School to create a full-time position 
for her in 1986, the first of its kind in 
Hillsborough County, as the school’s college 
guidance resource specialist. Over the years, 
she created a model for coaching students 
through the application process, which is now 
used in high schools throughout Florida. In 
2002, the Tampa Rotary Club gave her its out-
standing educator award for her work with stu-
dents. 

After 18 years of dedicated service, she re-
tired in 2003. In her tenure, she helped ap-
proximately 6,000 students, including a mem-
ber of my staff, to apply and gain admittance 
into higher education. She had a gift for 
matching students with schools that fit their 
personality and interests. In her last year, 
Plant High School seniors received $10 million 

in scholarships. Even after retirement, she 
continued to share her knowledge and strate-
gies for college admissions by creating an on-
line consulting company to help students find 
the perfect college match, regardless of a fam-
ily’s budget. 

The philanthropic contributions of Margaret 
Gandy have unquestionably improved the lives 
of thousands of Floridians on the path to high-
er education. 

The Tampa community honors the life of 
Margaret Gandy, her husband Bill, son Lee 
and daughter Marcia, and the entire Gandy 
family for their outstanding contributions to the 
Florida families. Margaret Gandy’s life serves 
as an inspiration to all who knew her, and will 
continue to impact the lives of Floridians in the 
future. 

f 

TAX DAY 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, ‘‘Excessive 
taxation . . . will carry reason and reflection to 
every man’s door, and particularly in the hour 
of election.’’ Thomas Jefferson spoke these 
words in 1798. These words will ring true once 
again this November, 212 years later. Why? 
This Congress and the Obama administration 
refuse to recognize the burden they are plac-
ing on Americans with constant tax and spend 
schemes. Since President Obama took office 
he has enacted nearly $700 billion in new 
taxes. This amounts to more than $2,100 for 
every man, woman and child in the United 
States. 

Not only are the taxes in this country out-
rageous, the balance of those who pay taxes 
are also becoming more and more out of bal-
ance. But not all people believe this is the 
case. A recent CBS News poll showed 50 per-
cent of Americans think the amount they pay 
in taxes is fair. Yet according to the non-
partisan Tax Policy Center, 47 percent of 
American households will not owe any federal 
income tax for tax year 2009. Coincidence? I 
think not. Almost half of Americans do not pay 
taxes and believe that to be fair? 

Our current tax code is ridiculously com-
plicated, horribly unfair, and bad for the econ-
omy. It inhibits saving, investment and job cre-
ation, and imposes a heavy burden on fami-
lies. 

Americans know when spending and tax-
ation is out of control. In fact, back in Decem-
ber 1773, a group of American colonists called 
the Sons of Liberty boarded a ship docked in 
Boston harbor that was filled with boxes of tea 
from the East India Company. What were they 
protesting? The ‘‘Tea Act’’. The act was de-
signed to prop up the East India Company, 
which was floundering financially and bur-
dened with 18 million pounds of unsold tea. It 
was a 17th century bailout. Colonists boarded 
the ship and tossed the tea into the harbor, in 
protest of the Tea Act, which had recently 
been enacted by the British government. This 
tea party led to the realization that America 
must be freed from Great Britain in order to 
become a true democracy. 

Today, over 200 years after the great tea 
party, I stand with Kansans and patriotic tea 
partiers nationwide who are outraged by 

Washington’s untamed penchant for taxing, 
borrowing and spending our hard-earned dol-
lars. We’ve had enough. This runaway spend-
ing and taxing must stop. Yet, the Democrat 
Congress and the Obama Administration con-
tinue to propose and pass legislation that in-
crease taxes and spending and jeopardize our 
future. 

We need across-the-board spending cuts 
throughout the federal government and tax re-
lief for American families and businesses. This 
is one of many steps we should be taking to 
create high-quality jobs and spark long-term 
economic growth without a new government 
spending program. 

Just this week, I introduced a congressional 
resolution condemning a massive value added 
tax (VAT) system being considered by the 
Obama administration. Americans have al-
ready been subjected to one of the highest tax 
increases in our nation’s history as part of re-
cently passed healthcare reform. American 
families and the American economy cannot 
flourish under this level of taxation. 

Despite this trajectory, our country could be 
on a 10-month recovery plan. First, the federal 
government must end the bailouts, reduce 
spending and lower taxes for all Americans. 

The private sector, not government bureau-
crats, knows how money should be spent, 
what resources are needed, and what type of 
training workers will require. Unfortunately too 
many government roadblocks stand in the way 
of business development—and deter invest-
ment by those here and abroad. Steps we can 
and will take to restore our nation’s competi-
tiveness and ensure that America remains the 
Land of Opportunity: Tax Relief and Simplifica-
tion, Liability Reform, Regulatory Reform, 
Healthcare Security, Energy Independence. 

On this day, as Americans unite to demand 
that our government stop spending into bank-
ruptcy, I pledge to continue the fight to return 
money and power back to American families 
as our founding fathers intended. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today, tax day, our national debt is 
$12,823,492,436,215.11. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $2,185,066,689,921.31 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. On tax day, the American public cer-
tainly should dread how we will pay this debt 
if meaningful reform is not enacted, and en-
acted soon—by yet more taxes. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.J. Res 1, 
the Balanced Budget Amendment. We need to 
bring fiscal responsibility to our spending. 
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SIKH RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 

INDIANA 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great honor and pleasure that I stand before 
you today to recognize the Sikh Religious So-
ciety of Indiana and its Board of Directors as 
they celebrate one of their most significant re-
ligious and historical events, Vaisakhi. The 
day will be commemorated on Sunday, April 
18, 2010, at the Sikh Temple in Crown Point, 
Indiana. 

The Sikh Religious Society is a non-profit 
religious and social organization that has 
served the Sikh community of Northwest Indi-
ana since 1994. Each year the Sikh people 
celebrate Vaisakhi, a festival that commemo-
rates the establishment of the ‘‘Order of the 
Kahlsa’’ or ‘‘Pure Servants of God.’’ In 1699, 
Sahib-E-Kamaal, Guru Gobind Singh Ji, the 
tenth guru, initiated the process of the conver-
sion of the people of India into a morally re-
ceptive and disciplined army of the pure and 
courageous, whose main purpose was to 
overcome religious oppression and consider-
able human rights violations that were occur-
ring in India at that time. He empowered the 
people of India by giving them a choice to 
control their own destiny, teaching them to 
stand unyielding to confront the forces of intol-
erance that had been placed upon them by 
the bigoted and cruel leaders of the time. 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, in his courage to act, 
willingness to meet challenges, and ability to 
achieve, embodied all that is good and true in 
the battle for liberty. On Vaisakhi day, Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji assigned a specific code of 
conduct to the Sikh followers—belief in one 
God, brotherhood of mankind, equality among 
all human beings, justice, peace, and truth. 
Sikh followers are encouraged to work hard, 
earn an honest living, and live a life of service 
to people in need. Today, the Sikh community 
holds high the beliefs that were brought forth 
on that day. The true meaning of Vaisakhi 
lives on in the Sikh people as they continue to 
pass on their peaceful beliefs and messages 
of equality through their unwavering strength 
and determination. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in honoring the 
Sikh Religious Society of Indiana, its Board of 
Directors, and congregation, as well as Sikh 
followers throughout the world, as they cele-
brate and observe the religious and historic 
event of Vaisakhi. Through their words and 
teachings, these honorable individuals and or-
ganizations remind us all of the struggles and 
accomplishments of the Sikh people through-
out the world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAJOR DEEDRA L. 
ZABOKRTSKY—SCOTTSDALE 
HEALTHCARE’S ‘‘SALUTE TO 
MILITARY’’ HONOREE 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a member of the Armed 

Forces from my home State of Arizona. Every 
month, Scottsdale Healthcare honors service 
members who perform diligent service to this 
country. For the month of April, they have rec-
ognized U.S. Air Force Major Deedra L. 
Zabokrtsky. 

I commend Scottsdale Healthcare for paying 
tribute to such an outstanding service member 
for her dedication and service to our country. 

During her service, Major Zabokrtsky served 
as an Intermediate Ward Flight Commander 
with the 332d Expeditionary Medical Oper-
ations in Balad, Iraq. She led a team of 46 
providers, nurses and medical technicians that 
cared for 920 patients in the course of 4 
months. Under her outstanding leadership, the 
hospital achieved an astounding 98 percent 
survival rate for United States military casual-
ties and set an example for high standards of 
care. For her superb achievements Major 
Zabokrtsky was awarded the Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal. 

Currently, Major Zabokrtsky is stationed at 
Luke Air Force Base with the 56th Medical 
Group. She is assigned as a full-time faculty 
member at Scottsdale Healthcare for the Air 
Force Nurse Transition Program. Her accom-
plishments at Scottsdale Healthcare have sig-
nificantly enhanced the hospital’s military part-
nership training programs. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
this outstanding Air Force officer for serving 
our country and caring for our fellow service 
men and women in combat. 

f 

HONORING THE 89TH BIRTHDAY OF 
MRS. MARTHA YUSEM 

HON. JOHN H. ADLER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mrs. Martha Yusem 
of Cherry Hill, NJ on the occasion of her 89th 
birthday. 

Mrs. Yusem has long been admired by her 
community. She was was born April 5, 1921 in 
Vienna, Austria. Martha and her family lived 
through Krystal Nacht on November 10th, 
1938. While many in her community were sent 
to the Dachau concentration camp, her family 
was able to remain hidden and protected. On 
February 16, 1939, at the age of 17, she emi-
grated on to the United States aboard the 
Aquatania. The day after the ship departed for 
New York, the borders closed and war broke 
out in Europe. This would also be the very last 
voyage of the Aquatania as it was torpedoed 
and sunk by the Germans on its return to Eu-
rope. 

In America, Martha quickly picked up the 
English language and went on to attend Tem-
ple University. She proudly became an Amer-
ican citizen in 1944 and married an American 
psychologist and WWII veteran, David Yusem, 
in December, 1952. Together, they raised two 
sons, Paul and Joseph. Martha has worked as 
a tax preparer, a real estate salesperson and 
most notably, a senior bank teller. 

In 1997, she moved to Cherry Hill, NJ 
where she lives today. Martha has, on more 
than one occasion, spoken to groups about 
her experiences in Nazi-occupied Europe. In 
addition to an active social life, Martha re-

mains very involved in politics. Martha 
Yusem’s story is one of great courage and de-
termination. Our country is proud to have such 
a remarkable woman. I hope that my col-
leagues will join me in wishing Mrs. Martha 
Yusem a very Happy 89th Birthday. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN GRAY, ONE OF 
SOUTH ALABAMA’S WORLD WAR 
II HEROES 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
tremendous sadness that I rise to note the 
passing of a noteworthy World War II veteran 
and a truly great American, Mr. John Franklin 
Gray, who recently passed away at the age of 
87. 

Named the 2007 Mobile Bay Area Veteran 
of the Year, Mr. Gray was a remarkable man 
in every way imaginable. 

He was a trailblazer as one of the first Afri-
can Americans to be accepted into the United 
States Marines Corps. Trained at the Marine 
Corp’s African American boot camp at 
Montford Point, Camp Lejune, N.C., he served 
more than a year and a half in a segregated 
unit while fighting in the Pacific. 

John Gray’s service was highlighted in the 
Ken Burns PBS television documentary, ‘‘The 
War.’’ 

Mr. Gray, like so many of America’s ‘‘Great-
est Generation,’’ helped our country win the 
war, and then returned home to Mobile, Ala-
bama where he devoted much of the remain-
der of his working lifetime to educating our 
young people in the Mobile County public 
schools. After more than 50 years in the 
school system, he retired as assistant principal 
at Mobile’s Shaw High School. 

Those who knew him best said John Gray 
was proudest of his service to the students 
and his service to America. He was a Marine 
to the end and loved the Corps. 

On a personal note, I considered it one of 
my great honors to have gotten to know Mr. 
Gray in the twilight of his life. Whenever he 
and I were together—whether it was at a Vet-
eran’s Day parade or at a welcome home 
ceremony for one of our units returning from 
Iraq or Afghanistan, Mr. Gray was always the 
epitome of a Marine’s Marine, standing tall 
and proud for freedom and for liberty. 

On behalf of the people of South Alabama, 
and on the part of a grateful nation, I wish to 
thank Mr. John Gray for his distinguished 
service and his exemplary life. And I extend 
my condolences to his wife, the Rev. Edwina 
Gray, his six children, John Gray, Gordon 
Gray, Danielle Gray, Rhonda Gray, Alice 
Gray, and Gable Gray, as well as countless 
other friends and family. 

They are all in our thoughts and prayers at 
this difficult time. 
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HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF HOLY CHILDHOOD 
SCHOOL IN MASCOUTAH, ILLI-
NOIS 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Holy Childhood School, in 
Mascoutah, Illinois, on the occasion of their 
150th Anniversary. 

Holy Childhood School was founded in 
1859, with students first taught in a house 
owned by a local doctor. The local landscape 
was much different then. Mascoutah had just 
been incorporated about 20 years earlier, ini-
tially as the Town of Mechanicsburgh. Scott 
Field, which would evolve into Scott Air Force 
Base and provide many students for Holy 
Childhood School, would not be built until 60 
years later. 

The first school structure was a two room 
school house built in 1864, at a cost of 
$2,361.00. The Ursuline Sisters arrived from 
Louisville, Kentucky, in 1872 and were the first 
religious order to teach at the school. They 
would be succeeded in 1888 by the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ. Also in 1888, a 
second story was added to the school house. 

As the area, parish and school continued to 
grow, further additions were required. The 
1960s saw considerable expansion as four ad-
ditional classrooms, a library, a cafeteria with 
seating for over 400, and a gymnasium with a 
stage and seating for 800 were added. 

Holy Childhood School has seen many 
changes throughout its 150 year history but it 
has always remained true to its core values of 
providing the highest quality of education while 
rooted in the teachings of the Catholic faith. 
Several generations of Holy Childhood grad-
uates have stayed in town, raised families of 
their own and continued the growth of the 
community, parish and school. While other 
graduates may have moved to locations near 
or far, all have cherished their memories at 
Holy Childhood and been thankful for the 
sound educational foundation they received. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Holy Childhood Parish 
and the administration, faculty, staff and stu-
dents of Holy Childhood School as they cele-
brate their 150th Anniversary. 

f 

TAX DAY 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, it’s Tax 
Day in America, and once again millions have 
gone through the struggle of trying to figure 
out our complicated tax laws. Our tax code is 
far too complicated and unwieldy. 

The IRS’ Taxpayer Advocate stated, ‘‘The 
[Tax] Code has grown so long that it has be-
come challenging even to figure out how long 
it is.’’ A 2001 study put the number of words 
at 1.3 million. A 2005 report put the number of 
words at 2.1 million. The Taxpayer Advocate’s 
search of the tax code turned up 3.7 million 

words. The tax code has more than tripled 
since 1975. 

It is estimated that individual taxpayers 
spent 3.8 billion hours complying with federal 
income tax laws. The IRS reported that indi-
viduals spent $29 billion in 2009 for tax soft-
ware, tax preparers, and other expenses to fil-
ing their returns. 

We need real tax reform in our country. We 
need a simplified tax code that ensures that 
everyone pays their fair share and a tax code 
that is easily understood without excessive 
complexities. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF 
KENDALL L. MANOCK 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Kendall L. Manock. 
Ken was a pillar in the legal community and a 
valued civic leader that will be sorely missed. 

After attending Fresno High and Fresno 
State College, he studied law at the University 
of California at Berkeley’s Boalt Hall, grad-
uating in 1954. Upon returning to Fresno, Ken 
made his mark at an established Fresno law 
firm that traces its roots to the turn of the pre-
vious century. Ken Manock and Jack Baker 
built the firm into one of the premier law firms 
in the Central Valley: Baker, Manock & Jen-
sen. Ken became a nationally recognized ex-
pert on agricultural marketing orders and the 
taxation of agricultural cooperatives. Mr. 
Manock was the firm’s managing partner for 
decades. He was aware of every aspect of the 
firm’s business and proved to be an effective 
leader through the years. 

Mr. Manock mentored several generations 
of attorneys at Baker, Manock & Jensen. He 
taught hard work and keen analysis by exam-
ple, as he was always willing and able to talk 
out a difficult legal problem in any subject. He 
was a brilliant legal tactician and constantly 
strove for excellence in the practice of the 
legal profession. 

Ken was a longtime board member of Com-
munity Medical Centers. He was instrumental 
in founding the Fresno Heart Hospital, a Com-
munity joint venture with physicians that 
opened in 2003, and the expansion of the 
Henry Madden Library at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno. 

As a loving husband, Ken enjoyed traveling 
with his wife of more than 50 years, Doris. He 
will be missed by his children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchild. Ken was proud to see 
his son Charlie Manock join the law firm, 
where his extended legal family will certainly 
miss his fatherly guidance. 

Kendall Manock was part of a generation 
that endured incredible hardships and sac-
rifices to make America a better place. Mr. 
Manock will be remembered for his commit-
ment to his family, our community, the practice 
of law and the lives he so graciously touched. 
I am honored and humbled to join his family 
and the citizens of the San Joaquin Valley in 
celebrating the life of an amazing man. 

TRIBUTE TO FORMER ESCAMBIA 
COUNTY, ALABAMA COMMIS-
SIONER WILLIAM AMERICA 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the memory of a groundbreaking public 
servant, businessman and beloved church 
member in Escambia County, Alabama, who 
passed away on April 3 at the age of 77. 

Over the course of his long life in south Ala-
bama, William America, Sr. epitomized hard 
work and community service. At an early age, 
he followed his heart to serve the Lord. He 
later carried that same devotion into his ca-
reers as a local businessman and public serv-
ant. 

A native of Camden, Alabama, William 
America settled in Atmore in 1945 with his 
parents. An active member of his church choir, 
he formed his own quartet at the age of 15. 
After starting a family with his wife, he spent 
decades reaching out to the people of Atmore 
and Escambia County through his many activi-
ties. 

William America was the manager and 
owner of America’s Superfood store and also 
served on the United Bank Board of Directors. 
But being a businessman was only the begin-
ning for Mr. America. 

He was president and founder of the United 
Civic Club, president of the Escambia County 
Branch of the Alabama Democratic Con-
ference (ADC), president of the Progressive 
Civic and Recreational Club (PCRC), and a 
member of the NAACP, the Hospital Board 
and the Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. America didn’t stop there, however. He 
also took to the airwaves as a broadcaster on 
a local religious radio station where he had a 
considerable audience. 

Above all, William America is best known for 
another of his public activities—serving as 
Escambia County’s first African American 
County Commissioner. Commissioner America 
spent eight years in office, four of which as 
Chairman of the Board of Commissioners. 

Commissioner America left a large imprint 
on the lives of his community through his un-
common devotion to serve his fellow man. 

I wish to extend my condolences to his wife, 
Pauline Powers America, and their five chil-
dren, Shirley Jean Williams, Cynthia Paulette 
(Alton) Williams, William America, Jr., James 
(Lesa) America, and Ellen (Manuel) 
Valenzuela, and their entire family. 

f 

IN HONOR OF GLENN A. ADAMS 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Glenn A. Adams, the cur-
rent President of the National Eagle Scout As-
sociation (NESA). 

Since taking over as NESA President in 
2008, Glenn’s dedication and leadership has 
strengthened the organization through innova-
tive outreach efforts and a variety of events, 
expanding the community of Eagle Scouts. On 
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April 29, 2010, his hard work will be recog-
nized when he receives the Distinguished 
Eagle Scout Award (DESA). 

Since it was first introduced in 1969, the 
DESA is given to an Eagle Scout that has 
shown distinguished service in his profession 
and community for a period of at least twenty- 
five years. Glenn is most deserving of this 
great honor and prestigious award for all he 
has done for NESA and Scouting. His active 
involvement is notable; he serves on the 
Longhorn Council Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) Foundation Board and as a Committee 
Member of the National Scouting Museum. He 
was also the former Scoutmaster for Troop 
326 and has made generous financial con-
tributions dedicated to providing scholarships 
for deserving Eagle Scouts. Glenn has always 
led by example and his active involvement in 
his local community speaks loudly of the im-
pact he has had. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Glenn for all 
he has done for the Boy Scouts of America 
and join me in congratulating him as he re-
ceives this prestigious award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. HECTOR GARCIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I ask for unani-
mous consent to address the House for one 
minute. 

Madam Speaker, I stand here today to 
honor the life and historical contributions of Dr. 
Hector Garcia, a WWII hero, civil rights leader 
and medical doctor of the poor and 
disenfranchised. 

I rise to support the passage of this legisla-
tion which will encourage educating Americans 
on the life, deeds, and accomplishments of Dr. 
Hector Garcia. 

Motivated by a teacher who said that no 
‘‘Mexican’’ was going to get an A in class. 
Hector Garcia graduated with a doctorate in 
Medicine in 1940. 

He founded the American GI Forum (AGIF) 
in 1948, when a Mexican American soldier, 
Private Felix Longoria, was denied a proper 
funeral due to racial segregation. 

Motivated to fight against discrimination, Dr. 
Garcia sent out telegrams to elected and gov-
ernment officials. 

In response, Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, 
arranged to have the private buried with full 
military honors in Arlington National Cemetery, 
becoming the first Mexican American service-
man awarded this honor. 

AGIF and Dr. Garcia became a voice for 
Mexican Americans in the post WWII era. Dur-
ing Vietnam he made it a point to accompany 
the families of fallen soldiers to collect the 
bodies of their loved ones. 

Dr. Garcia loved to quote the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution, applying it 
to his daily life. 

Dr. Garcia’s motto, and the AGIF’s today is, 
‘‘Education is Our Freedom and Freedom 
should be Everybody’s Business’’. 

He strove to make a more equitable and 
peaceful community both locally and inter-
nationally. Appointed alternate Ambassador to 

the United Nations, he was the first represent-
ative of the United States to address the UN 
body in a language other than English. 

This legislation will encourage his legacy 
and increase public knowledge of Dr. Hector 
Garcia’s exemplary dedication to eradicating 
ethnic discrimination. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, which will have a positive impact on our 
young people and help craft the next genera-
tion of social leaders. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS WEEK, APRIL 
11–17 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, since 
1991, Congress has officially recognized the 
work of public safety telecommunicators who 
handle millions of calls every year with great 
efficiency. The selfless nature with which 
these public servants do their jobs is truly re-
markable. 

As the former Sheriff of King County in 
Washington State, I worked alongside the men 
and women in our communications center. I 
depended on them daily to provide me with 
the correct information in order to safely carry 
out my duties and keep our communities safe. 
The men and women at our communications 
center went to great lengths to make sure I 
was okay after a head-on collision in 1991, 
and I will always remember their care and 
compassion. After the collision, I was able to 
get out of my car and check on the other peo-
ple involved in the accident. I left my portable 
radio behind in the patrol car at that point, not 
realizing that the men and women at the com-
munications center were nearly in tears with 
worry, wondering if I was safe. It is a difficult 
and sometimes emotional duty these public 
servants perform; they don’t always know 
what’s happening on the other end of the line 
because they can’t see what’s going on, but 
they can hear the cries for help and the com-
motion and confusion of the scene. I can’t 
adequately express how much their profes-
sionalism and concern meant to me, knowing 
they cared so much about my well-being. In 
short, the men and women at our communica-
tions centers are truly heroes to the law en-
forcement officers and citizens they serve. 

As I recounted during National Tele-
communications Week two years ago, a 
former Chief of Police in Colorado once wrote 
that dispatchers must possess, among other 
things, the humor of David Letterman, the en-
durance of the Energizer Bunny and the pa-
tience of Job. It is not often that such traits are 
found in one person. However, in my experi-
ence, to find such a person one need look no 
further than the telecommunications section of 
a local police, fire or Sheriff’s office. These 
men and women work tirelessly with the heart 
of a servant. Every day they meet the needs 
of those who call for help, and they make sure 
our first responders are able to perform their 
duties as safely as possible. 

I encourage all my friends, colleagues, and 
neighbors to take a moment during this week 
to thank a telecommunications dispatcher, let-
ting them know you recognize and appreciate 

the guidance and service they provide to their 
fellow citizens. 

f 

CONDOLENCES TO FAMILY OF 
WLADYSLAW STASIAK AND ALL 
OF POLAND 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. KING of New York. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to offer my heartfelt condolences 
to the family of Wladyslaw Stasiak on the re-
cent plane crash that took his life as well as 
the lives of Polish President Lech Kaczynski, 
his wife Maria, and so many leading political, 
military and financial officials. This horrible 
tragedy will be felt for years to come by so 
many, and my thoughts and prayers are with 
Poland on this day. 

Wladyslaw Stasiak was a senior aide and 
chief of staff to President Kaczynski and a 
friend of the United States. He worked closely 
with both of our governments on the deploy-
ment of U.S. Patriot missile batteries in Poland 
to defend against a missile attack. Before be-
coming chief of staff, he held various senior 
political positions inside the Polish Govern-
ment including Chief of the National Security 
Bureau, Minister of Interior, and Deputy Mayor 
of Warsaw. 

Once again, let me express my condolences 
to Mr. Stasiak’s family on their recent loss. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today, during the Holocaust week of remem-
brance which follows Yom Hashoah this past 
Sunday. I rise to honor the memory of all 
those who perished in the Holocaust, all the 
survivors who had to suffer so greatly, and all 
those who lost family and friends in the Holo-
caust. The Holocaust was a tragedy un-
matched in the history of the world and we 
must never forget it lest we allow history to re-
peat itself. 

The Nazis systematically exterminated over 
6 million Jewish people and killed between 11 
and 17 million people all told. They estab-
lished concentration camps, including the infa-
mous Auschwitz-Birkenau, Treblinka, Belzec, 
and Sobibor where they worked people to 
death and systematically exterminated them. 

The importance of commemorating and 
studying the Holocaust is particularly urgent 
now as the number of survivors that can relate 
their firsthand impressions is dwindling. We 
must learn from those who personally wit-
nessed the horrors while we still can. 

The timing of this week of remembrance is 
particularly appropriate as President Obama 
negotiates the world’s nuclear future at this 
week’s historic two-day nuclear summit. Dur-
ing the Holocaust we saw the devastation that 
can be brought when evil gains power. We 
have seen millions of people die and that was 
before the world knew of the destructive 
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power of nuclear weapons. While we all cele-
brate the creation of the State of Israel, an 
amazing country I was able to visit last year 
and witness the incredible things the Israelis 
have done with such a small country sur-
rounded by hostile neighbors, we know that 
the concentration of the Jewish people in their 
own State leaves them vulnerable if a nuclear 
weapon fell into the hands of an entity wishing 
to bring the destruction the Nazis brought. And 
we unfortunately know such entities exist. 

Therefore we must remember the tragedy of 
the Holocaust and do everything in our power 
to ensure no tragedy of this magnitude will 
ever occur again. This means continuing to 
educate people, promoting tolerance, and vigi-
lantly checking the power of those forces who 
would wish to revisit the horror of the Holo-
caust. 

f 

HONORING HUGH CODDING OF 
SONOMA COUNTY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today along with my colleague, 
LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor the life and memory 
of Hugh Codding, who helped shape and de-
fine Sonoma County over the course of the 92 
years he was with us. He was a legend in his 
lifetime; a home builder, commercial devel-
oper, banker, city councilman, civic leader and 
philanthropist, who during the construction 
boom years of the 1950s and ’60s, changed 
the face of the county forever. 

He built his first home in the 1930s and 
honed construction skills in the Seabees in 
World War II and brought those skills home 
with him. He leveraged his $400 discharge 
pay into a construction project and with profits 
earned from that endeavor and a small bank 
loan, he built one of the first shopping centers 
in the state, the first of several he would even-
tually build in the county. 

As much as he was a builder and devel-
oper, he was also a showman. He earned 
Time magazine’s designation as the wunder-
kind of the post-war boom by building an en-
tire house in three hours and 18 minutes and 
a church in five hours and 16 minutes. 

He gave back generously to his community, 
helping fund and sustain both the Luther Bur-
bank (now Wells Fargo) Center for the Arts in 
Santa Rosa and the Spreckels Performing 
Arts Center in Rohnert Park. There was 
scarcely a non-profit organization in the county 
that did not experience his generosity, whether 
it was the 4–H Club, the Earl Baum Center for 
the Blind, the Santa Rosa Junior College 
Foundation, the Sonoma County Community 
Foundation, the Children’s Health Network, 
Artstart, the Southwest Community Health 
Clinic, Planned Parenthood, the Blood Bank of 
the Redwoods, the Green Music Center, 
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, the Jewish 
Community Free Clinic, the Council on Aging, 
the Sonoma County Museum or the Boys and 
Girls Club of Santa Rosa, and many more. 

He is survived by his wife Connie; former 
wife Elizabeth Mulkey; son George David 
Codding; granddaughters Alexis Codding, Lois 
Codding, Lisa Codding Chodrick and Terra 
Saxton and his stepchildren Brian Baker, 

Pamela Reed, Lisa Malapit, Melinda Bailey, 
and Bradley Baker. 

Madam Speaker, Hugh Codding was an in-
fluential and respected resident of Sonoma 
County who will be greatly missed. It is there-
fore appropriate that we acknowledge him 
today and honor his memory. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR JON M. 
LAUDER, USMC 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Major Jon. M. Lauder and 
his dedicated service to this great Nation. 

After graduating from the Virginia Military In-
stitute with a degree in Civil Engineering in 
1994, he has served on active duty with the 
United States Marine Corps. He proudly 
served two combat tours in Iraq, including the 
initial assault into Iraq in 2003 as part of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. After a combat tour in 
Eastern Afghanistan as a part of Operation 
Enduring Freedom, Major Lauder served as a 
U.S. military observer in Israel during the sum-
mer of 2006 during the Israeli-Hezbollah war. 
He is currently the Commanding Officer for the 
Marcie Corps Recruiting Station in Dallas, 
Texas. 

On May 14, 2010, Major Lauder will be turn-
ing over his command and will move to Wash-
ington, D.C. for his new assignment at the 
Pentagon. It has been my distinct honor and 
pleasure to work with him. I proudly call him 
my friend and know that Major Lauder’s dedi-
cated service has made our Nation a safer 
and better place. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in expressing our heartfelt 
gratitude to Major Lauder. I wish him and his 
family all the best. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE REV. DR. 
CLAUDE S. WYATT, JR.: A LIFE 
WELL LIVED 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, mere words do 
not begin to do justice to the life, legacy and 
transcendent accomplishments of the Rev. Dr. 
Claude S. Wyatt, Jr., co-founder of The 
Vernon Park Church of God in Chicago, Illi-
nois. Rev. Wyatt’s life in this world came to an 
end at the age of 86. Rev. Wyatt, founder 
emeritus of the Vernon Park Church of God, 
9011 S. Stony Island, died Sunday morning, 
April 11, 2010, at his South Side home. 

He left in his wake thousands of people 
from all walks of life who will forever remem-
ber his love for the Lord, his large and loving 
family, including his beloved wife of 70 years, 
the Rev. Dr. Addie Lorraine Wyatt, as well as 
men, women and young people from all walks 
of life, including me. In ways big and small, I 
learned from Rev. Wyatt important lessons in 
life. I am proud to count myself among those 
scattered throughout this country who, right 
now, are grieving the loss of his life but who, 

at the same time, are rejoicing in the Lord in 
whose arms he now has eternal peace and 
comfort. 

While today’s young people are reveling in 
the fruits of what many call the ‘‘Joshua Gen-
eration,’’ there would be no ‘Joshuas’ without 
the wisdom, guidance and front line courage 
of those Moses figures, like Dr. Wyatt, who 
stood side by side with Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., campaigned for the release of Nelson 
Mandela and a free South Africa, or who 
worked alongside some of this nation’s great-
est labor leaders, like César Chávez. To-
gether, men and women of unheralded stature 
successfully created a culture, in this nation, 
that values the labor of low-income and work-
ing class families by, at the very least, recog-
nizing the merit of paying them a decent, min-
imum living wage for a hard day’s work. I 
could go on and on about the things that Rev. 
Wyatt and his amazing wife Addie have done 
to create the nation we live in today, but I offer 
these thoughts for future generations to read, 
revel in and, hopefully, rejoice! 

Rev. Wyatt was born November 14, 1921 in 
Terrell, Texas. He was the second of five chil-
dren. A young Claude Wyatt first came to Chi-
cago at the age of six. Rev. Wyatt fought hon-
orably as part of a still, segregated Navy, dur-
ing WWII, from which he was honorably dis-
charged. And, prior to becoming a pastor, 
Rev. Wyatt worked as a clerk at the Hyde 
Park Post office, at 46th and Cottage Grove, 
part of my congressional district, for more than 
20 years. 

Rev. Wyatt was married to his wife, Addie, 
since 1940. Shortly after they joined their lives 
together, the couple became involved with the 
ministry and civil rights campaign of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Rev. Wyatt marched with Dr. 
King in the famous Selma to Montgomery 
march to secure voting rights on March 7, 
1965. In the midst of that infamous day in Ala-
bama, now forever known as Bloody Sunday 
when 600 civil rights marchers were beaten 
and brutalized by the police, Dr. Wyatt was 
there. In fact, it was his job to coordinate min-
isters and recruit workers to join Dr. King on 
that day—a day that, in so many ways, helped 
make our nation a better place. 

Over the years, with the loving support of 
his wife Addie, who also served side-by-side 
with him in his ministry, the church they found-
ed together grew to become a powerful, lead-
ing voice for labor and for human rights. 

In her husband’s loving embrace, his sup-
port encouraged her to assume the mantle of 
national leadership in her own right. The Rev. 
Dr. Addie Wyatt became a labor adviser to Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). The Wyatts 
also worked with Rev. Jesse Jackson in help-
ing to launch Operation Breadbasket when, in 
1962, it distributed food to underprivileged 
people in 12 American cities. 

His son, Claude Wyatt III, said the Lord 
called his father into the ministry in 1952 and, 
in 1955, he founded the Vernon Park Church 
of God where he, initially, began holding serv-
ices in a garage at 93rd Street between Indi-
ana and Prairie. God called Claude and Addie 
Wyatt to carry a message of salvation and 
hope to a small but spirit-filled group of peo-
ple. Together, they worshipped under the 
name of the Mount Zion Baptist Church. 
Under their leadership, the church was con-
verted to the Church of God Reformation and, 
because of its location, was eventually named 
the Vernon Park Church of God. 
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Over the years, through much effort, mutual 

support and abiding faith, the Wyatts contin-
ued to build their church and, as the size of 
their congregation grew so, too, did the loca-
tion of the church. Finally, after much prayer 
and perseverance, the present worship facility 
was erected. Today, this multi-million dollar 
complex, with a membership of more than 
1,000, stands as a monument to the faith, 
hope and vision of a people who not only had 
a mind to build but an unshakable determina-
tion to do great things to honor God and to 
serve His people here on Earth. 

Rev. Wyatt’s accomplishments are leg-
endary and could fill an entire CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. But of all the things I could say, on 
behalf of my beloved wife, Carolyn, my family 
and, indeed, a grateful nation, I salute the life 
and legacy of Rev. Dr. Claude S. Wyatt, Jr. 
His was a life well lived, indeed. 

f 

HONORING REV. CURTIS B. 
ALEXANDER 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, as you 
know, thousands of Americans were affected 
by Hurricane Rita. Many lost their homes and 
the cherished memories inside them. While 
devastation tore throughout much of the coast 
of Texas, there were some brave, hard-work-
ing citizens who tirelessly helped their neigh-
bors. 

Jefferson County Habitat for Humanity orga-
nized more than 3,000 volunteers over the 
course of three years. They built 50 houses 
during this time, which is an increased rate of 
four times the number of houses they typically 
are capable of building. 

Habitat 2010 Board President Rev. Curtis B. 
Alexander of Beaumont, Texas and Executive 
Director Uliana Trylowsky worked with many 
volunteers, including faith-based organizations, 
prison partnerships, and others in the commu-
nity that wished to put their hands to good 
use. 

On January 22, 2010 these two selfless in-
dividuals represented Jefferson County Habitat 
for Humanity in receiving the Audrey Nelson 
Community Development Achievement Award 
from the National Community Development 
Association at their winter meeting in Wash-
ington D.C. 

We applaud the leadership of Rev. Alex-
ander and Ms. Trylowsky in organizing volun-
teers to build houses for their neighbors in Jef-
ferson County after Hurricane Rita. The efforts 
of the countless Americans that volunteered 
their time after this disaster have been no-
ticed. We praise and thank the generosity of 
those who have labored for their fellow neigh-
bors. 

f 

HONORING BOB GRIP, ALABAMA’S 
BEST TV NEWS ANCHOR FOR 2010 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate my friend Bob Grip for recently 

receiving the award of Best TV News Anchor 
in Alabama. A trusted name in South Alabama 
for a quarter century, Bob is primary news an-
chor for WALA–TV FOX10 in Mobile. 

On March 20, 2010, Bob Grip was named 
the 2010 Best TV News Anchor in the State 
of Alabama by the Alabama Broadcasters’ As-
sociation. This was his third such award. 

Mr. Grip’s exemplary reporting has also re-
cently earned him honors for ‘‘Best In-Depth 
Reporting’’ and ‘‘Best Community Service’’ by 
the Mobile Press Club. 

Bob has also been honored for producing 
‘‘Fox 10 News Fugitive Files,’’ winner of the 
2002 ‘‘Best Series’’ award from the Alabama 
Associated Press Broadcasters Association. 
Due to this program’s success, he was 
spotlighted in 1996 by FBI Director Louis 
Freeh with the ‘‘Director’s Community Leader-
ship Award.’’ ‘‘Fugitive Files’’ has helped cap-
ture more than 400 suspects. 

In 1988, Bob traveled to the Vatican to 
produce a half hour documentary on Mobile 
Archbishop Oscar Lipscomb’s visit with Pope 
John Paul II. Bob also brought Fox 10 News 
viewers reports from Europe following the 
death of Pope John Paul. 

During 1993, Bob flew to Kuwait to present 
a series of live and taped reports on Operation 
Desert Peace, a trip designed to honor the 
families of those who died in the first Persian 
Gulf War. 

Bob Grip is a cum laude graduate of Boston 
College, where he earned bachelor’s degrees 
in Communications and Secondary Education. 
He also received a Master’s degree in Jour-
nalism from The Ohio State University, where 
he was also a Teaching Associate in the 
School of Journalism. 

In his spare time, he also teaches Broad-
cast Journalism at Spring Hill College in Mo-
bile, and is constantly volunteering his time 
and tremendous talents to a number of worth-
while causes. On behalf of the people of 
South Alabama, I thank Bob Grip for his dedi-
cation to his profession of informing the public, 
and I congratulate him on his many achieve-
ments and send best wishes to his family, in-
cluding his wife, Marie, and their two daugh-
ters Erin and Mary Kate, and their families. 

f 

TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE ACT OF 
2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, across 
the United States, April 15th is Tax Day. As 
Americans file their taxes, H.R. 4994, the Tax-
payer Assistance Act of 2010, improves tax-
payer programs and protections. The ‘‘Tax 
Day’’ bill has a history of broad bi-partisan 
support and continues to receive large support 
today. 

Most importantly for the residents of the 7th 
District of Illinois and the Nation, the Taxpayer 
Assistance Act of 2010 includes programs that 
benefit low-income taxpayers. For example, 
H.R. 4994 increases funding for grants to pro-
vide low-income taxpayer clinics. Even in the 
absence of a specific appropriation, the Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance program will be 
available for use because the Secretary of the 

Treasury could allocate up to $20 million of 
grant funding annually for the program. As 
recommended by the National Taxpayer Advo-
cate, the bill allows IRS employees to refer 
people to these tax clinics as well. The Tax-
payer Assistance Act of 2010 also improves 
the IRS’s ability to inform taxpayers about the 
availability of the Earned Income Tax Credit in 
prior years, a tax credit that we know helps 
low-income households. In the 7th Congres-
sional District alone, over 72,000 people par-
ticipated in this program in 2007 with a sav-
ings of over $172 million, with most of those 
taxpayers earning less than $20,000 a year. 

Further, the bill makes it easier for tax-
payers to settle outstanding payments via the 
offers-in-compromise program. Importantly, 
H.R. 4994 contains provisions to assure the 
protection of taxpayers, such as requiring the 
IRS to notify taxpayers when it suspects that 
a taxpayer’s identity, or a dependent’s identity, 
has been stolen. Each of the bill’s provisions 
provides timely assistance and improvements 
for taxpayers. 

The Taxpayer Assistance Act of 2010 also 
adapts the tax system to technology in several 
ways. By allowing the removal of cell phones 
from listed property, the bill eliminates a strict, 
outdated rule. The current rule requires indi-
viduals to keep detailed records regarding cell 
phones and similar equipment used for busi-
ness purposes, imposing unnecessary bur-
dens on companies and taxpayers. The IRS 
also will be given the opportunity to utilize the 
internet and other forms of mass communica-
tion to notify taxpayers of ‘‘unclaimed’’ or ‘‘un-
deliverable’’ funds. 

Overall H.R. 4994 the Taxpayer Assistance 
Act of 2010 continues the tradition of the ‘‘Tax 
Day’’ bill by providing needed programs, pro-
tection to our taxpayers, and updates to out-
dated rules. 

f 

NEGLECTING RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
share with our colleagues an editorial from the 
April 9 Scranton Times Tribune urging the 
Obama administration to name an Ambas-
sador at Large for International Religious 
Freedom, as required by the International Reli-
gious Freedom Act, which was passed by 
Congress in 1998. The editorial rightly points 
out that the portfolio of this ambassador is 
‘‘fundamental to American ideals. . . .’’ 

The absence of a consistent voice dedi-
cated to the pursuit of religious freedom both 
within the State Department and globally in 
our interactions with foreign governments is 
deeply concerning. America must speak out 
for those around the world whose most basic 
freedoms are being trampled. 

[From the Times-Tribune, Apr. 9, 2010] 
NAME, ELEVATE AMBASSADOR 

More than a year into office, President 
Barack Obama has yet to name a key dip-
lomat with a portfolio that is fundamental 
to American ideals, international human 
rights and U.S. law. 

The Religious Freedom Act of 1998, for 
good reason, requires the appointment of an 
ambassador-at-large for international reli-
gious freedom. 
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Religious liberty is, of course, a founding 

principle of the United States. The first line 
of the First Amendment states it flatly: 
‘‘Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof . . .’’ 

Abundant experience shows that a govern-
ment’s lack of religious tolerance is a sure 
indicator of broader oppression. And it is a 
very modern problem. According to the Pew 
Forum on Religion and Public Life, about 70 
percent of the world’s people live under re-
gimes that restrict religious freedom. 

The Clinton and George W. Bush adminis-
trations both named ambassadors-at-large 
for religious freedom but failed to afford 
them the status required by the 1998 law. 
Passed unanimously by Congress, the law re-
quires the ambassador to be the principal ad-
viser to the president and the secretary of 
state on matters of international religious 
freedom. 

As noted by Joseph Grieboski, the Lacka-
wanna County native who founded the Insti-
tute on Religion and Public Policy, the cur-
rent administration would further diminish 
the status of the ambassador by having the 
eventual appointee report far down the chain 
of command rather than directly to the 
president or secretary of state. 

Other ambassadors-at-large, for counter-
terrorism, war crimes and global women’s 
issues, report directly to the president or 
secretary, or both, as required by the laws 
establishing the positions. 

Religious liberty is a human rights issue 
inextricably woven into America’s position 
of promoting democracy and freedom around 
the world. President Obama should signal re-
pressive regimes that it is an important mat-
ter to the United States by quickly naming 
an ambassador and having that person con-
sult directly with him and the secretary of 
state. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF HOLOCAUST MEMO-
RIAL RESOURCE AND EDU-
CATION CENTER OF FLORIDA 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate Yom HaShoah, Holo-
caust Remembrance Day. On this day, we re-
member and memorialize the 6 million Jews 
who were murdered in the Holocaust. In honor 
of this day, I would like to recognize the Holo-
caust Memorial Resource and Education Cen-
ter of Florida, which includes a staff and board 
of community activists who work tirelessly to 
combat anti-Semitism, racism, and prejudice 
through education and cultural programming. 

The Center was founded in June of 1980, 
when Valencia Community College and the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando came 
together to sponsor a series of community- 
wide events on the Holocaust and relevant 
human rights issues. The focus was on the 
social, historical, moral, ethical and economic 
implications of the Holocaust for today. Subse-
quently, a conference, co-sponsored by the 
newly created Holocaust Center, Florida Hu-
manities Council, Valencia Community College 
and the Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando, 
was held in March 1981. The same coalition 
sponsored a Conference on Terrorism the fol-
lowing year, and in 1986 a Holocaust Center 
facility was constructed, a professional mu-

seum exhibit was installed, and a library with 
documentary and archival collections was de-
veloped. The Center received national and 
international recognition for its unique facility— 
the only one of its kind in the Southeast until 
1996—as well as for its dedication to world- 
class, innovative programming. 

The Holocaust Memorial Resource and Edu-
cation Center is a nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to use the lessons of the 
Holocaust as a tool to teach the principles of 
good citizenship to thousands of people of all 
ages, religions and backgrounds each year. 
The Center hosts numerous educational and 
cultural events to promote their organization’s 
mission. They’ve hosted events and activities 
ranging from conferences, speakers, and days 
of recognition, to marches, museum exhibits 
and the construction of a center on the Holo-
caust. This work has made a tremendous im-
pact in Central Florida by engaging, educating 
and inspiring all of its citizens. The Holocaust 
Memorial Resource and Education Center is 
ensuring we never forget and never repeat the 
tragedy of the past. 

Madam Speaker, it is a tremendous honor 
to recognize the accomplishments of the Holo-
caust Memorial Resource and Education Cen-
ter in promoting acceptance and tolerance in 
the Central Florida community. As we all 
know, an organization can only be as good as 
the impressive staff and board that help run it. 
I applaud the Holocaust Center’s board, which 
is represented by Central Florida’s interfaith, 
multicultural community and the Center’s staff, 
which is comprised of dedicated community 
activists. It is crucial we learn from our past to 
help better our future. Eva London Ritt, who 
many consider the cornerstone of the Center’s 
staff and good works, said it best, ‘‘Be aware 
of what is written and spoken. Be aware of the 
first hint of hate or bias against any individual 
or group and then act. One person can make 
a difference. Be a kind person. Kindness rubs 
off. With kindness, you can improve the world 
around you.’’ 

f 

PATIENT PROTECTION AND 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sunday, March 21, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today we 
will cast a series of historic votes. 

The outcome of the votes will result in 32 
million people without health insurance gaining 
coverage and 94 percent of Americans with 
guaranteed health care coverage. 

In New York State, close to 2.5 million peo-
ple who are currently uninsured will have 
health care coverage once the day is over. 

To get to this point, the House had to first 
vote on the Senate passed health care bill and 
then vote on a bill that makes important 
changes that have been negotiated by the 
House to dramatically improve the Senate 
bill—this is called the reconciliation bill. 

Without a promise of these important fixes, 
like taking out several of these ‘‘special deals’’ 
I would not vote for the Senate bill. However, 
with the guarantee of these improvements, 
today I will cast my vote in favor of the Senate 
health care bill. 

I appreciate the opportunity to outline some 
of my concerns with the Senate passed health 
care reform bill. 

Most importantly, the Senate bill would have 
cost New York close to a billion of dollars in 
Medicaid funding. Unlike the House bill which 
saves New York billions, the Senate bill penal-
izes States like New York for its expanded 
coverage of its citizens under Medicaid. Under 
the Senate bill, States that have not signifi-
cantly expanded their Medicaid programs 
would receive a large influx of Federal fund-
ing, but States like New York are penalized for 
doing the right thing. The House bill contained 
a more equitable solution to sharing the costs 
of Medicaid expansion under health care re-
form by providing increased Federal funding 
for Medicaid expansion regardless of existing 
State eligibility levels. FMAP provisions in the 
Senate bill would result in a significant loss to 
New York State as a significant number of un-
insured New Yorkers who are eligible for Med-
icaid enroll, while the House bill fairly shares 
in the costs for currently enrolled and newly 
enrolled childless adults and parents. Fortu-
nately, the reconciliation bill that we will be 
voting on, fixes this problem, and the distribu-
tion of Federal Medicaid funding is more equi-
table and saves money for New York. 

The Senate bill similarly penalized New 
York in terms of its treatment of payments to 
Disproportionate Share Hospitals, DSH. His-
torically, Medicaid hospital reimbursement 
rates, on average, have been lower than the 
cost of providing care, and DSH payments 
were instituted to cover reimbursement short-
falls and uncompensated care costs. The 
need for DSH reimbursement will remain even 
after health care reform is passed since there 
will millions of newly eligible individuals who 
will receive care through Medicaid. 

The Senate bill reduced Federal funding for 
Medicaid DSH payments by $19 billion and 
Medicare DSH payments by $24 billion over 
10 years; reductions to DSH payments of this 
magnitude will jeopardize the stability and the 
services provided by our safety net system. 
The original House bill which I supported had 
included more reasonable reductions of $10 
billion each from Medicaid and Medicare DSH 
and similarly, the reconciliation bill, while not 
as good as the original House bill, reduces the 
cuts that the Senate bill would have imposed. 

I am also opposed to the restrictive abortion 
language contained in the Senate bill. The 
Senate bill is significantly onerous, stigma-
tizing abortion services and creating obstacles 
for those consumers who would like to pur-
chase this coverage and to those insurance 
companies would like to provide this coverage. 
Though I am strongly opposed to these re-
strictions, I am voting for the final bill because 
overall, reforming our current health care sys-
tem dramatically and positively impacts 
women. As Chair of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee, I prepared a report that looked at the 
specific health care challenges facing women 
and how women would benefit from com-
prehensive health care reform. More than 2 
million women have lost their health insurance 
since the recession began due to their own 
job loss or their spouse’s job loss. 1.3 million 
women lost their health coverage when their 
spouse lost his job and an additional 800,000 
women lost their health care as a result of 
their own job loss. More than 2 million women 
have faced the brutal double-whammy of a 
lost job and lost health care. While job losses 
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during this recession were much greater for 
men than women, women have fared worse 
than men in recent months. And this has had 
real consequences for women’s health care 
coverage: in the last 6 months, the number of 
women losing health insurance benefits due to 
their own job losses has increased by nearly 
50 percent. Over one quarter, 28 percent of 
women ages 19–24 have no health insurance 
at all. Part of that number is likely explained 
by the economic challenges facing young 
women. Young women have been hit hard in 
the recession, facing an unemployment rate of 
13.1 percent, significantly higher than the na-
tional rate of 9.7 percent, and making it less 
likely that they will have job-based coverage. 
Health care reform will help us to overcome 
inequities at the center of the current sys-
tem—where women pay more than men for 
the same coverage, or even, where women 
who are not smokers pay more for coverage 
than men who are smokers. My report and the 
reality is that the current health care system is 
serving women poorly, the recession has 
made the situation worse, and now more than 
ever, we need health care reform. 

I have been a strong supporter of the public 
option and voted for the House bill in large 
part because it contained a public option. I be-
lieved then and I believe now that a public in-
surance option will increase competition and 
reform our current system. Every day, 14,000 
Americans lose their health care coverage. A 
public option would have brought down costs 
and expanded access. Unfortunately, the Sen-
ate was unable to pass a bill with a public op-
tion, though many Senators supported the pro-
vision. While I am disappointed that the final 
bill that will go to the President for signature 
will not include it, I feel confident that the end 
product will achieve the goals of covering the 
vast majority of Americans, reduce health care 
costs, and reduce our deficit by trillions of dol-
lars. 

Madam Speaker, it is clear that the Senate 
bill had flaws and as passed was not as good 
of a bill for the State of New York as it should 
have been. If I was just casting one vote 
today, it would be a no vote on this bill. How-
ever, we are being given the opportunity to fix 
and improve the Senate bill with the upcoming 
reconciliation bill which is why I am able to 
vote in favor of this bill. With this vote, I am 
voting in favor of helping Americans gain af-
fordable, quality health care they both need 
and deserve, I am voting in favor of dramati-
cally reducing the Federal deficit by $143 bil-
lion in the first 10 years, and I am voting in 
favor of improving coverage by removing deni-
als of coverage based on preexisting condi-
tions or gender. I am voting in favor of a 
strong and healthy future for all Americans 
and for our great country. 

f 

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO THE 
PEOPLE OF POLAND 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I stand 
here today to join my Polish American con-
stituents, the Polish nation, and the world in 
mourning those who perished in this week-
end’s tragic plane crash. 

The crash that killed President Lech 
Kaczynski of Poland, First Lady Maria 
Kaczynski, and many ranking military and civil-
ian officers was aptly described by one paper 
as ‘‘literally, a nation colliding with its past.’’ 
The 97 aboard the plane were traveling to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the 
Katyn massacre in Western Russia. Shrouded 
in secrecy, the events that took place in Katyn 
had long been concealed or denied. These 
events included a massacre of 20,000 Polish 
prisoners of war, killed and discarded in un-
marked graves by Soviet secret police in 
1940. But, many anticipated that the com-
memorative events scheduled to take place for 
the anniversary would be a positive step for-
ward, a warming between countries. 

One of my constituents, Wojciech Seweryn, 
no doubt held a wish for such a reception, and 
was aboard the plane on his way to partici-
pate. A Polish artist and influential member of 
Chicago’s Polish community, Mr. Seweryn’s 
father died at Katyn and Seweryn himself 
spearheaded the construction of a memorial to 
the event at a cemetery in Niles, Illinois. 
Seweryn was on hand last year when the 
monument was dedicated, as he was at many 
important events in the Chicago area’s strong 
Polish community. Poles in Chicago make up 
the largest ethnically Polish population of any 
city outside of Poland, second only to War-
saw, the capital of Poland. The Polish Amer-
ican community will undoubtedly struggle to fill 
the void left by Mr. Seweryn and all those lost 
a few short days ago. 

This loss of Polish leadership included a 
President hailed as a distinguished leader 
dedicated to advancing the ideals of democ-
racy and freedom. President Kaczynski sup-
ported democracy movements in Ukraine and 
Georgia. He tirelessly advocated for shedding 
light on painful moments in Poland’s past. It is 
therefore incredibly sad that his life, and the 
lives of so many other distinguished leaders, 
were claimed in the dark forest outside Smo-
lensk, Russia, this past weekend. 

Poland is a true friend and ally of the United 
States. Our two nations just recently cele-
brated 90 years of diplomatic relations. The 
contributions of Polish Americans to the 
United States are numerous. From the families 
who lost loved ones in the plane crash, to the 
nation of Poland, to Chicago’s own shaken 
Polish American community, this loss will be 
felt around the world for years to come. We 
will stand with our friends as they find the re-
silience to emerge stronger, as they have be-
fore, following this unimaginable tragedy. As 
Adam Michnik, an intellectual imprisoned six 
times by the former puppet-Soviet Communist 
rulers, said: ‘‘. . . in my sadness I am opti-
mistic because Putin’s strong and wise dec-
laration has opened a new phase in Polish- 
Russian relations, and because we Poles are 
showing we can be responsible and stable.’’ I 
look forward to Poland’s recovery, and re-
emergence as a country that can, and will, 
overcome. 

f 

HONORING DR. BENJAMIN L. 
HOOKS 

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. FUDGE. Madam Speaker, this morning, 
Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks—civil rights leader, 

minister, scholar, and attorney—passed away. 
With great sorrow, I extend my condolences 
and sympathy to his family and friends. 

Dr. Hooks was a champion of minorities and 
the poor, who raised the stature of the Na-
tional Association of the Advancement of Col-
ored People in his 15 years as executive di-
rector (1977–1992). He repositioned the orga-
nization to increase its national prominence 
and added thousands of new members. 

A staunch advocate of self-help among the 
Black community, who urged wealthy and mid-
dle-class Blacks to give time and resources to 
those less fortunate, Dr. Hooks once stated, 
‘‘It’s time today to bring it out of the closet. No 
longer can we proffer polite, explicable, rea-
sons why Black America cannot do more for 
itself. I’m calling for a moratorium on excuses. 
I challenge Black America today, all of us, to 
set aside our alibis.’’ His challenge powerfully 
resonated throughout the NAACP and, in turn, 
impacted the Black community. 

Throughout his life, Dr. Hooks continued his 
advocacy and focused on opening channels of 
dialogue among all races and classes in 
America. Upon retirement he served as a pro-
fessor and later returned to preaching. 

In honor of a man who dedicated his life to 
the service of others, I encourage each of us 
to remember Dr. Benjamin Hooks great con-
tributions to our Nation. 

f 

MIDDLE CLASS TAX RELIEF 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, it has been a 
little over a year since this Congress ap-
proved, and the President signed into law the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

As we are set to finish tax season this 
week, the Middle Class is continuing to see 
the positive impacts from this bill and other 
significant pieces of legislation. 

95 percent of families have already received 
immediate and sustained tax relief with the 
Making Work Pay Tax Cut. 

First-time homebuyers were able to take ad-
vantage of significant tax benefits—benefits 
that have now been increased and expanded. 

The Recovery Act also provided up to 
$2,500 in tax credits to help 4 million students 
go to college. 

We have also provided tremendous relief to 
small businesses struggling to stay afloat in 
these tough economic times. 

The Recovery Act cut the capital gains tax 
on investors who buy and hold small business 
stock over 5 years which incentivizes invest-
ments in America’s small businesses. 

We also offered tax credits to companies 
that hire recently discharged and unemployed 
veterans and young adults who are having 
trouble finding work. 

This relief wasn’t limited to the Recovery 
Act. 

Last month, we passed the most sweeping 
healthcare reform package since the 1960s. 

This provides 40 million families with in-
comes up to $88,000 with tax credits to help 
pay for healthcare. 

It also provides $40 billion in tax credits for 
4 million American small businesses. 
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Continuing along this path, the HIRE Act 

was signed into law, strengthening small busi-
nesses with tax credits and write offs allowing 
them to expand and increase employment. 

I am committed to continuing to support 
measures like these that put the American 
people first. 

I am confident that if we continue to put the 
American people first instead of relying on 
partisan talking points, we will continue to re-
cover. 

f 

GRATITUDE FOR THE SERVICE OF 
STACEY DANSKY 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, Judiciary 
Committee Ranking Member LAMAR SMITH and 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
one of the most dedicated and productive 
members of the Judiciary Committee staff for 
her service to the House, the Judiciary Com-
mittee’s Chief Copyright Counsel, Stacey 
Dansky. For 8 years she has worked ably and 
diligently for the Judiciary Committee and we 
commend her for her achievements. 

After graduating magna cum laude and Phi 
Beta Kappa from Vanderbilt University, Stacey 
earned her law degree with honors from the 
University of Texas School of Law, where she 
served as the Chief Notes Editor for the Texas 
Law Review. She clerked for U.S. District 
Court Judge Lee H. Rosenthal in Houston and 
later practiced law with the Washington firm of 
Williams & Connolly. 

With the Judiciary Committee, Stacey has 
worked on a host of issues of national signifi-
cance—principally in intellectual property pol-
icy, antitrust law, civil liberties and women’s 
rights. Stacey’s efforts proved critical to the 
enactment of the Violence Against Women Act 
of 2005, and she was instrumental in the 
House’s overwhelming passage of the Free 
Flow of Information Act in 2007. From 2002 
through 2008, Stacey served as the Chief 
Antitrust Counsel to the Democratic Members 
of the Committee. She helped coordinate the 
Committee’s consideration of corporate merg-
ers like those of XM-Sirius and Delta and 
Northwest Airlines, drafted legislation and or-
ganized hearings on net neutrality and tele-
communications issues, and led the Commit-
tee’s oversight efforts involving particular in-
dustries, including the oil and the credit card 
industries. 

As the Committee’s Chief Copyright Coun-
sel, Stacey worked tirelessly on efforts to curb 
digital piracy, negotiate orphan works legisla-
tion, protect copyright in research publications 
and made invaluable contributions to the en-
actment of the Prioritizing Resources and Or-
ganization for Intellectual Property (PRO–IP) 
Act of 2008. She has deftly and expertly led 
the Committee’s negotiations to extend and to 
update the satellite and cable compulsory li-
censes; as she has efforts to establish a full 
public performance right for sound recordings, 
set forth in H.R. 848, the ‘‘Performance Rights 
Act.’’ 

On behalf of the Judiciary Committee, its 
staff, and this distinguished body, we would 
like to thank Stacey for her commitment to the 
Committee and her exemplary work. Her hu-

mility, generosity, sense of humor and profes-
sionalism will be sorely missed. She has 
served as a cherished advisor to the Commit-
tee’s members and as a colleague, mentor 
and friend to many present and former Com-
mittee staff members. We wish her the best of 
luck and extend to her our deepest gratitude. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE U.S. 
COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the strong and lasting rela-
tionship between the United States and Israel. 
For six decades, the U.S. and Israel have sus-
tained an abiding commitment to each other 
based on shared principles and common 
goals. We believe strongly in Israel’s commit-
ment to peace and security in the region and 
recognize that Israel has taken great risks to-
ward peace and deserves the right to self-de-
fense. 

The United States stands resolutely beside 
Israel against the threat of attack, by publicly 
supporting Israel’s right to self-defense, prom-
ising security assistance, and strengthening 
sanction authority against Iran. Iran’s refusal 
to engage in the diplomatic process to ad-
dress worldwide concerns about its nuclear 
program dictates that sanctions need to be 
considered. A nuclear Iran is a severe threat 
to American and Israeli national interests, and 
I have joined with many of my colleagues to 
urge the Obama administration to impose 
strong sanctions on Iran. 

Israel’s commitment to the peace process 
has been steadfast despite real threats from 
Hamas and Hezbollah, epitomized by the uni-
lateral pullout from Gaza and willingness to 
negotiate with the Palestinian government. We 
need to keep the peace process moving for-
ward and working together, I am confident we 
will continue to make progress. 

Madame Speaker, in recognition of all of the 
important contributions Israel has made and 
the many challenges it continues to face, I 
have again cosponsored legislation to com-
memorate the anniversary of Israel’s creation, 
its 62nd. I am confident the United States and 
Israel will continue to work together for peace 
and prosperity in the Middle East and the 
world for generations to come. 

f 

HONORING COAL MINERS FROM 
UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE IN 
WEST VIRGINIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 1236, which hon-
ors the 29 coal miners who tragically died in 
the Upper Big Branch Mine-South, extends 
condolences to the victims’ families, and rec-
ognizes the valiant efforts of the emergency 
workers who responded to the mine disaster. 
H. Res. 1236 is an important measure that ex-

presses our heartfelt sadness over this tragic 
loss of life in Raleigh County, West Virginia. 
Importantly, it also reaches out to the friends 
and families who are grieving their loss, and 
honors the selfless men and women who 
risked their own lives in responding to the dis-
aster. 

I thank Chairman MILLER for his leadership 
in bringing this bill to the floor. I would also 
like to thank the sponsor of this legislation, my 
friend Congressman NICK RAHALL. The 
coalminers tragically lost in the disaster were 
his constituents and I know how heavily this 
tragedy is weighing upon him. But I also know 
his resolve to do all he can to ensure that 
such a tragedy never happens again. 

Mr. Speaker, in West Virginia, coal mining is 
more than just a profession—it is a way of life, 
a vital part of the State’s history and culture. 
However, the work done by coalminers has 
implications across the country. Our Nation is 
indebted to West Virginia coalminers for the 
dangerous work that they do on a daily basis 
to help power our Nation and keep it strong 
and secure. Despite repeated accidents in our 
Nation’s mines, coalminers have returned to 
the mines time and again in order to support 
their families and provide the energy that 
helps fuel industry and power homes across 
the country. The 29 miners lost in the disaster 
were performing this important work and de-
serve our gratitude and appreciation. Just as 
important, their families deserve our condo-
lences and support in this time of need. 

It is also entirely fitting that we honor the 
brave emergency workers who responded im-
mediately to the disaster and worked tirelessly 
to rescue those trapped and injured in the dis-
aster. The emergency responders entered the 
Upper Big Branch Mine with full knowledge 
that they may never return from the mine. This 
willingness to put their own lives at risk in an 
attempt to save others is heroic and worthy of 
our continued gratitude and praise. 

Finally, the tragedy in Raleigh County, West 
Virginia is a poignant reminder of the need to 
do more to ensure the safety of our Nation’s 
mines. Hopefully, we can take this horrible 
tragedy—the worst mining disaster in 40 
years—as a call to ensure that all necessary 
safety and health regulations are in place in 
our mines, so that coalminers can work in the 
safest possible conditions. In order to protect 
the lives of our Nation’s miners and their fami-
lies from tragedy, we must do all that we can 
to prevent future mining disasters. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H. Res. 1236. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF KEITH BRIGHT, 
WHO HELPED RECLAIM THE 
OWENS VALLEY OF CALIFORNIA 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in memory of my very good friend 
Keith Bright, whose leadership, generosity, 
foresight and persistence helped remake and 
restore the Owens Valley in California over the 
past five decades. Mr. Bright passed away 
April 7, 2010 at the age of 95, and his ever- 
present smile will be missed greatly by his 
many friends. 
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Keith Bright was born in Lemoore, Cali-

fornia, during the oil boom in the State’s San 
Joaquin Valley. He began working in the oil 
fields at 19, but went to college to become an 
expert on the science and business of petro-
leum. During World War II, the military refused 
Keith’s patriotic efforts to enlist because he 
was more valuable producing the vital supply 
of oil to the troops. 

During his years in the oil fields, Keith Bright 
founded KEN Corporation, one of the world’s 
largest producers of oil-based drilling fluid, and 
NECK Petroleum, an oil drilling company 
based in Bakersfield, California. He developed 
oil and gas fields in the valley. 

In the 1960s, Keith Bright moved to the 
eastern Sierra Nevada and bought a ranch 
near Independence, California, in the heart of 
the Owens Valley. A long alpine valley ringed 
by some of the highest mountains in America, 
by the 1960s it had become parched because 
most of the water in the Owens River was di-
verted through the Los Angeles Aqueduct to 
the taps of Southern California. 

I came to know Keith Bright in the 1980s 
after redistricting added the Owens Valley to 
the area I represented. He was an intense ad-
vocate for Inyo County and the needs of the 
valley, both before and after he became a 
county supervisor. 

By the time Keith Bright joined the board of 
supervisors in 1986, Inyo County had been 
embroiled for more than a decade in a lawsuit 
to reclaim some of the water being pumped 
out of the valley by the city of Los Angeles. Al-
though ordered by courts to reduce pumping a 
number of times, Los Angeles continued to lit-
erally pump the Owens Valley dry throughout 
the 1980s. 

To break the impasse, Bright in 1991 led 
the board in negotiating the landmark Inyo-Los 
Angeles Long-Term Water Agreement, which 
for the first time required Los Angeles to ad-
dress the environmental effects of its pumping 
on the Owens Valley. The agreement sparked 
a recall movement against the Inyo County 
board—Bright defeated the recall by a 60 per-
cent margin. 

I was pleased to work with Keith Bright on 
a number of projects to bring back the Owens 
River, and it was a delight to see him on hand 
in 2006 when the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power opened the valves and sent 
water pouring down the river once again. 
There is still work to be done, but anglers now 
catch trout along stretches of the river that 
were dry for decades. 

Keith Bright was a moving force behind 
many other improvements in the Owens Val-
ley. He was one of the main backers of cre-
ating a National Historic Site at Manzanar, the 
internment camp where many Japanese 
Americans were forced to stay during World 
War II. 

Madam Speaker, Keith Bright was one of 
the most dedicated, enthusiastic Americans I 
have ever met. He was truly a modern man of 
the Old West, dedicated to rugged individ-
ualism and local initiative. He almost shouted 
from the mountaintop to let his local commu-
nity work and keep big government off their 
backs. 

In memory of the long life and wonderful 
character of Keith Bright, the people of Inyo 
County have planned a memorial service de-
signed to be a celebration. I ask my col-

leagues to join me in commending that cele-
bration, and in remembering the life of the 
man who devoted himself to his community for 
nearly 50 years. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘PRIVATE 
STUDENT LOAN BANKRUPTCY 
FAIRNESS ACT OF 2010’’ 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I am pleased 
to join my distinguished colleague, Represent-
ative DANNY DAVIS of Illinois, in introducing 
today the ‘‘Private Student Loan Bankruptcy 
Fairness Act of 2010.’’ This legislation would 
amend the Bankruptcy Code so that private 
student loan debt can be discharged in bank-
ruptcy. This bill will help to ensure that people 
who seek higher education to better their fu-
tures are not dissuaded from doing so by the 
threat of financial ruin. 

Under current bankruptcy law, educational 
debt is not dischargeable in bankruptcy unless 
the debtor can establish—through an adver-
sary proceeding—that repaying her edu-
cational loans would impose an undue hard-
ship on her and her dependents. Congress’s 
intent in enacting this provision back in 1978 
was to protect Federal student loan programs 
from fraud and abuse by student borrowers 
and ultimately to protect the taxpayer dollars 
that fund Federal student loan programs. 

Inexplicably, this provision was extended in 
2005 to protect for-profit educational lenders, 
even though doing so was not consistent with 
Congress’s rationale for making Federal stu-
dent loans non-dischargeable. This 2005 
change is troublesome because private stu-
dent loans often lack the consumer protections 
of Federal loans, making the need for bank-
ruptcy much greater. 

Federal student loans offer certain protec-
tions to minimize the risk that a financially dis-
tressed debtor will need bankruptcy relief, 
whereas private student loans are not required 
to have, and often do not have, such con-
sumer protections. For example, Federal loans 
have fixed interest rates, whereas private 
loans often have variable rates that can be as 
high as 19 percent. Unlike Federal loans, pri-
vate loans have no limits on origination fees, 
which can be as high as 9.9 percent, with 
lenders often charging additional fees such as 
late fees or fees for any deferments or for-
bearance, and half of the private loans in one 
survey had no forbearance option at all. Fed-
eral loans also provide flexible options for dis-
tressed debtors, such as income-based repay-
ment plans and partial or complete loan for-
giveness in some circumstances, whereas pri-
vate lenders are not required to offer such op-
tions. For these reasons, private loans should 
be dischargeable in bankruptcy. 

The bankruptcy system should work as a 
safety net that allows people to get the edu-
cation they want with the assurance that, 
should their finances come under strain by 
layoffs, accidents, or other unforeseen life 
events, they will be protected. Our legislation 
takes a modest but important step in achieving 
this goal. 

I thank Representative DAVIS for working 
with me in crafting this important legislation. I 
also thank Senator RICHARD DURBIN for intro-
ducing a similar bill in the Senate. I urge Con-
gress to act quickly and pass these bills. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, April 13th and Wednesday, April 14th I 
was unavoidably absent from the House 
Chamber. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 196, 197, 198, 
199, 200, 201, 202 and 203. 

f 

PUR DRINKING WATER 

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, just short 
of one year ago, I came to the House floor to 
commend a constituent company, Procter & 
Gamble, for its efforts to provide clean, safe 
drinking water to billions of people across the 
globe. The occasion for my remarks was the 
delivery of P&G’s one billionth liter of safe 
drinking water. At that time, I said that I was 
proud, not only for P&G’s philanthropy up to 
that point, but also for the fact that they had 
committed to providing an additional two billion 
liters of safe drinking water within the next five 
years. I am happy to report that P&G deliv-
ered its two billionth liter of clean water to an 
earthquake survivor in the town of Dichato, 
Chile. 

According to the World Health Organization, 
more than one billion people across the globe 
do not have access to clean, safe drinking 
water. More than 4,000 children die every day 
from diseases they acquire through the con-
taminated drinking water. Nearly 1.5 million 
children die every year due to the water they 
drink. Each of these deaths is preventable. 

For more than seven years P&G has 
worked to prevent these deaths. Through the 
Procter & Gamble Children’s Safe Drinking 
Water Program, P&G and its 80 partners dis-
tribute PUR—a powdered water clarification 
and disinfectant that comes in small, easy-to- 
use packets—in some of the poorest areas in 
the world. One small packet of powder uses 
the same ingredients as municipal water sys-
tems to remove pollutants and kill bacteria and 
viruses in a liter of polluted or contaminated 
water. 

Madam Speaker, I am very proud to rep-
resent Procter & Gamble. The lack of clean, 
safe drinking water threatens the health, liveli-
hood and stability of nations around the world. 
I am very proud of the leading role that Proc-
ter & Gamble has taken to save thousands of 
lives each year. Please join me in congratu-
lating P&G for the work they have done on 
this important issue and recognize them for 
their life-saving efforts. 
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HONORING COAL MINERS FROM 

UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE IN 
WEST VIRGINIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I extend my condolences to the com-
munity of Raleigh County, West Virginia, as it 
mourns the loss of 29 miners in the collapse 
of the Upper Big Branch Mine-South, the 
worst U.S. mining disaster in decades. I also 
would like to express my heartfelt condolences 
to the families of victims who perished in the 
collapse. 

The profession of coal mining is important 
not only to our nation’s past, but also to its fu-
ture, as we search for alternatives to our de-
pendence on foreign oil. These professions 
power our economies and shape our culture. 

I commend the tireless efforts of Raleigh 
County’s first responders, as well as the vol-
unteer efforts of those trained in mine rescue, 
and for the long hours they devoted to save 
the lives of the trapped miners. 

The role of Congress in securing the health 
and safety of coal miners is essential and im-
portant. I take my role in the process of ensur-
ing that violations of safety codes are properly 
dealt with and recorded, so communities like 
Raleigh County, West Virginia can avoid trag-
edy. 

I would like to thank Rep. RAHALL for intro-
ducing this piece of legislation, and express 
our Nation’s sympathy and support for the fall-
en miners, their families and their community. 

f 

TAXES 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, today, 
tax day, is the most stressful day of the year 
for taxpayers. April 15th is a day filled with ag-
gravation and frustration as hard working 
Americans are confronted with piles of forms, 
confusing instructions, and the prospect of 
turning their hard-earned money over to the 
government. In 1935, the 1040 tax form con-
tained two pages of instructions, today it is 
155 pages, forcing Americans to devote a tre-
mendous amount of resources to try to comply 
with this monstrosity. In fact, Americans will 
devote an estimated 7.7 billion hours com-
plying with the tax code, and will spend an es-
timated $29.33 billion on tax software, pre-
parers, and other expenses related to filing 
their taxes. 

Over the past year, we have seen citizens 
from around the nation express their frustra-
tion about this nefarious tax code. Taxpayers 
have pleaded with Congress to be better stew-
ards of their money and reform our broken tax 
code. The tax code Americans are forced to 
comply with discourages savings and invest-
ment, and is impossibly complex. It has be-
come all too clear that the current code is bro-
ken beyond repair and cannot be fixed so we 
must start over. 

I understand the frustrations of taxpayers 
and I have introduced H.R. 982, the Tax Code 

Termination Act, which will force Congress to 
finally address fundamental tax reform. This 
legislation, with 115 bipartisan cosponsors, will 
abolish the tax code by December 2012, and 
call on Congress to approve a new federal tax 
system by July of the same year. 

While almost every Member of Congress 
would recognize that our tax code is no longer 
working in a fair manner for Americans, noth-
ing has been done to create a more equitable 
tax code. Congress won’t act on fundamental 
tax reform unless it is forced to do so. My bill 
will force Congress to finally debate and ad-
dress fundamental tax reform. 

Once this bill becomes law, today’s oppres-
sive tax code would survive for only three 
more years, at which time it would expire and 
be replaced with a new tax code that will be 
determined by Congress, the President, and 
the American people. This legislation will allow 
us, as a nation, to collectively decide what the 
new tax system should look like. Having a 
date-certain to end the current tax code will 
force the issue to the top of the national agen-
da. 

Although many questions remain about the 
best way to reform our tax system, I am cer-
tain that if Congress is forced to address the 
issue we can create a tax code that is simpler, 
fairer, and better for our economy than the 
one we are forced to comply with today. 

Whichever tax system is adopted, the key 
ingredients should be: a low rate for all Ameri-
cans; tax relief for working people; protection 
of the rights of taxpayers and reduction in tax 
collection abuses; promotion of savings and 
investment; and encouragement of economic 
growth and job creation. 

Taxes may be unavoidable but they don’t 
have to be unfair and overcomplicated. I urge 
my colleagues to join me as a cosponsor of 
H.R. 982, the Tax Code Termination Act and 
end the broken tax system that exists today. 

f 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK, KING 
COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, this week 
we’ll be recognizing National Library Week all 
across our great country. In an age of tough 
economic forecasts, and families scrambling to 
make ends meet while still engaging in their 
communities, libraries around the United 
States have seen more people walk through 
their doors, visit their websites and commu-
nicate with their employees than perhaps ever 
before. Indeed, the library systems of America 
are operating at unprecedented levels. Rather 
than shrinking in their responsibility, many sys-
tems are proactively courting members of their 
communities and expanding the resources 
they have available to help push this country 
forward. I am very fortunate to represent the 
8th Congressional District of Washington, and 
to observe and follow the work being done by 
my childhood library system, the King County 
Library System. 

The King County Library System, led by Di-
rector Bill Ptacek, is the third-busiest library 
system in the United States. It is a remarkable 
distinction. In his introduction to their year-in- 
review for 2009, Director Ptacek wrote: ‘‘KCLS 

developed an innovative approach in response 
to the economic crisis to guide patrons to reli-
able information when they needed it most.’’ 
Citizens in our region looked to their library 
system for help and the King County Library 
System responded: In 2009, nearly 10 million 
people walked through the doors of their local 
library and more than 21 million items were 
circulated. The library catalog of the King 
County Library System had nearly 89 million 
visits and the system’s website— 
kingcountylibrarysystem.org—received nearly 
27 million hits. In other words, I can think of 
very few public organizations busier than the 
King County Library System and the System 
has responded, stepping up to meet the chal-
lenge in a big way. 

Director Ptacek and his staff have expanded 
collections and streamlined service using tech-
nology and terrific, innovative organizational 
structure and management. The King County 
Library System has increased its technological 
output and reached out proactively to under-
served communities in King County with great 
success. The system has ensconced itself in 
the communities it serves and has become a 
huge asset for families, community groups and 
local governments. The King County Library 
System has researched and developed pro-
grams specifically targeting young children in 
their formative years to get excited about lit-
eracy and research; they’ve done the same 
specifically targeting children who speak 
English as a second language. Overall, the 
King County Library System is providing the 
people of King County with a large public or-
ganization that is best described with one 
word: innovative. 

Director Ptacek, his managers, and the em-
ployees of the KCLS deserve our utmost re-
spect and admiration. The system answers the 
call of communities each and every day, with-
out fail. A large public organization with such 
an innovative spirit and flexible structure al-
ways deserves accolades and encourage-
ment. I am proud to honor the KCLS during 
National Library Week, during a difficult period 
and for serving our communities in such effi-
cient, creative, and meaningful ways. 

f 

BI-PARTISAN MAJORITY IN THE 
U.S. HOUSE CALLS FOR PROTEC-
TION OF CAMP ASHRAF RESI-
DENTS 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on March 17, 
2010, Congressman BOB FILNER (D–CA), 
Chairman of the House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, and Congresswoman ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN (R–FL), Ranking Republican on 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, were 
joined by 10 of their colleagues, including 
three from the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, in a briefing to announce the support 
by a bi-partisan House majority for the human-
itarian rights and protection of residents of 
Camp Ashraf in Iraq. 

In his remarks, Filner announced that fol-
lowing last July’s deadly assault by the Iraqi 
security forces against unarmed residents of 
Camp Ashraf, home to 3,400 members of 
Iran’s main opposition, the People’s Mojahedin 
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Organization of Iran (PMOI/MEK), he intro-
duced a resolution (H. Res. 704) which ‘‘de-
plores the ongoing violence by Iraqi security 
forces against the residents of Camp Ashraf; 
calls upon the Iraqi Government to live up to 
its commitment to the United States to ensure 
the continued well-being of those living in 
Camp Ashraf; and calls upon the President to 
take all necessary and appropriate steps to 
support the commitments of the United 
States’’ to ensure protection of Camp Ashraf 
residents. 

The majority of the members of the House 
of Representatives who have co-sponsored 
the resolution include 11 Committee Chairs; 
13 Committee Ranking Members; 54 Sub- 
Committee Chairs; 49 Sub-Committee Rank-
ing Members; and 30 House Foreign Affairs 
Committee members. 

ROS-LEHTINEN stressed that in light of re-
peated breach of guaranties provided by the 
Iraqi Government to the United States that 
residents of Camp Ashraf would be treated 
humanely, ‘‘the U.S. is obligated to take all 
necessary and appropriate steps to uphold our 
commitments.’’ The Florida lawmaker added 
that ‘‘we must send a clear message to the 
residents of Camp Ashraf that the U.S. Con-
gress stands with them.’’ 

Congressman EDOLPHUS TOWNS (D–NY), 
Chairman of the Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee, lauded the bi-partisan na-
ture of support for Camp Ashraf and said ‘‘it’s 
so important that we continue to work together 
. . . to bring about the change that is so 
needed today.’’ 

Congressman DANA ROHRABACHER (R–CA), 
Ranking Member of House International Orga-
nizations, Human Rights, and Oversight Sub-
committee, remarked that ‘‘we must make 
sure that anyone who is fighting the mullah re-
gime and would replace it with a democratic 
government is an ally of the people of the 
United States and we should not allow them to 
suffer negative consequences if we can pre-
vent it. That is especially true of the people of 
Camp Ashraf.’’ 

Congressman TED POE (R–TX), a member 
of the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade said: ‘‘It 
is important that we constantly stay vigilant 
that we let the people in Camp Ashraf know 
that their silent voices are heard here in the 
United States . . . We are not going to stand 
idly by while those who wish to do harm to the 
residents of Camp Ashraf mend, weave their 
wicked ways and they will not be dispersed 
into parts and regions unknown to the rest of 
us.’’ 

Congressman LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART (R–FL) 
described the Iranian regime as ‘‘regime of 
thugs,’’ and added ‘‘this is most impressive to 
have the majority of the U.S Congress of one 
mind with regard to a critical issue and the 
travesty the brutality that was engaged against 
the innocent people in Ashraf. And so we will 
get this to the floor and we will pass it and we 
will stay on this issue.’’ 

Congressman MARIO DIAZ-BALART (R–FL) 
described the attack on Ashraf as ‘‘a cold- 
blooded murder’’ and emphasized that the 
only way that they ‘‘could ever be totally safe 
is by having a free homeland.’’ 

FILNER added that ‘‘the administration 
should encourage the United Nations to play a 
much more active role insofar as it concerns 
Camp Ashraf and strengthen the role of a 
U.N. monitoring team in Ashraf to one of pro-

tecting the residents to ensure that their rights 
and safety are respected and all the inhumane 
restrictions placed on them by the Iraqi gov-
ernment are lifted.’’ 

Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, the President-elect of 
the National Council of Resistance of Iran, 
also addressed the briefing via video from 
Paris. She emphasized that the House major-
ity support for Ashraf indicates its recognition 
of the Iranian Resistance, especially Ashraf, 
as ‘‘a decisive factor in confronting this 
antihuman regime’’ in Tehran. Addressing the 
co-sponsors of the resolution, Mrs. Rajavi re-
marked that ‘‘While appreciating your efforts, I 
would like to ask you to continue your noble 
and humanitarian work in order to ensure that: 
The protection of the residents of Ashraf is 
guaranteed as long as the U.S. forces remain 
in Iraq; Mandate of the United Nations Assist-
ance Mission for Iraq is expanded to guar-
antee the rights of Ashraf residents. The 
United Nations assumes the protection of 
Ashraf and a U.N. peacekeeping force is sta-
tioned at Ashraf; all restrictions and the block-
ade imposed by the Iraqi government against 
Ashraf in the past 14 months are lifted.’’ 

Congresswoman JUDY CHU (D–CA) of the 
Judiciary Committee told the reception that ‘‘I 
was happy to support House Resolution 704. 
Certainly there needed to be protection for the 
people in Camp Ashraf. We should make sure 
that they continue to be safe. The United 
States and the Iraqi government should en-
sure that these residents have all security that 
they need. And so we must continue the pres-
sure to make sure that happens so that the 
pro-democracy movement can continue to be 
safe and the Iranian people can be safe. So 
let us continue our relationship. I’m very, very 
happy to see that you are here on the Hill and 
that you’re presenting your issues to us.’’ 

Congressman TRENT FRANKS (R–AZ), mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee, told the 
gathering that ‘‘We see some of the people of 
Camp Ashraf in Iraq that are being persecuted 
and threatened and even the Iranian govern-
ment wants to see them repatriated to Iran 
and I think that represents a great danger to 
them and I want you to know that there are a 
lot of us that reject that completely. We want 
to see both the Government of Iraq and the 
Government of the United States stand up and 
make sure that we protect these people in 
Camp Ashraf.’’ 

In his remarks, Congressman AL GREEN (D– 
TX) from the Homeland Security Committee 
told the reception that ‘‘Doctor King was right 
when he said decades ago—and his words 
ring true today—‘Injustice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere’. Injustice in the streets 
of Iran is a threat to justice in the streets of 
every nation on the planet Earth and we must 
end injustice in the streets of Iran . . . We 
must support the human rights movement that 
is taking place in Iran.’’ 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MR. 
BENJAMIN HOOKS 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and remember Mr. Benjamin 
Hooks, who passed away this morning at the 

age of 85. Benjamin Hooks was a champion 
of equality and justice who fought tirelessly for 
civil rights and, in doing so, made our country 
a better place for all Americans. 

Benjamin Hooks was a critical figure in the 
fight for civil rights in the United States. In ad-
dition to fighting racial segregation through his 
successful careers a businessman, lawyer, 
judge, and minister, Mr. Hooks is most well 
known for his work with the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People, 
NAACP. Mr. Hooks was a pioneer of the 
NAACP-sponsored restaurant sit-ins and boy-
cotts in the early years of the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

In 1976, the NAACP elected Benjamin 
Hooks as the executive director of the organi-
zation. Mr. Hooks reenergized the NAACP, in-
creased its enrollment dramatically, and en-
hanced the group’s effectiveness. At a time 
when the Civil Rights Movement was widely 
considered to have ended, Mr. Hooks recog-
nized that much work was left to be done and 
recommitted the NAACP to tirelessly fighting 
for the rights of disadvantaged communities 
across the United States. Mr. Hooks guided 
the NAACP through decades of activism and 
oversaw the constant modernization and ad-
aptation of the organization to respond to the 
new challenges of changing times. 

Benjamin Hooks was a giant in the fight for 
civil rights in America over the last 60 years. 
Even as he and his family were targeted in 
bombings against civil rights leaders in the 
1990s, his resolve and commitment to an eq-
uitable society never faltered. In characteristic 
modesty, Benjamin Hooks often referred to 
himself as ‘‘just a poor little old country 
preacher,’’ but the truth is that he was much 
more than that. He left an indelible mark on 
American society and helped improve the lives 
of countless Americans. Mr. Hooks was hon-
ored for his life of service with the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, which President George 
W. Bush presented to him in 2007. 

I extend my deepest condolences to the 
family and friends of Mr. Benjamin Hooks as 
they grieve the loss of this truly special indi-
vidual. 

f 

RECOGNIZING T.C. MARSH’S JUN-
IOR RESERVE OFFICERS TRAIN-
ING CORPS AND CORPORAL 
DAVID BATES 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize T.C. Marsh Middle School’s 
Army Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(JROTC) and Corporal David Bates on their 
winning the National Middle School Drill 
Championship for the third time. 

Corporal David Bates has led the JROTC 
program for the past eleven years. He has 
taught them the importance of personal re-
sponsibility, discipline, commitment, and hard 
work. Under his leadership, T.C. Marsh’s 
JROTC has taken the prestigious title of Na-
tional Champion three times in the past four 
years. 

After spending countless hours practicing 
their drills, the cadets were ready to compete 
and capture the national title once again. In 
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addition to practicing daily, cadets also gar-
nered the support of teachers, families, 
friends, and the local community to raise 
$12,000 to help cover the cost of equipment 
and travel expenses. They are the essence of 
discipline, dedication, and hard work. By work-
ing together, the cadets have developed a mu-
tual respect for each other and honed their 
leadership skills. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the mem-
bers of the JROTC and Corporal David Bates 
on their well-deserved victory. I commend 
them for their dedication and hard work and I 
wish them all my very best. 

f 

HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION 
RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, this is a his-
toric vote. With passage of health care reform, 
32 million people without insurance will now 
be covered and 94 percent of Americans will 
now be guaranteed health care coverage. In 
New York State, close to 2.5 million people 
who are currently uninsured will have health 
care coverage once this bill is passed. The re-
forms we are considering today will help im-
prove the lives of millions of Americans—start-
ing immediately, and continuing over the 
course of their implementation in the next ten 
years. 

Starting immediately: No insurance com-
pany can deny coverage for pre-existing con-
ditions or gender; Young people can stay on 
their parents’ coverage until age 26; If you’re 
self-employed or a small-business owner you’ll 
be able to buy health coverage on competitive 
exchanges; If you’ve taken early retirement 
over age 55 but before you’re eligible for 
Medicare, you’ll be able to continue your em-
ployers’ coverage until age 65; And if you’re 
over 65 and have Medicare’s Part D drug cov-
erage, the ‘‘donut hole’’ has been eliminated. 

The reconciliation bill we are voting on vast-
ly improves the Senate bill’s impact for states 
like New York who will not be penalized for 
having served New Yorkers and having an ex-
pansive Medicaid program. This provision will 
give more federal Medicaid funding support for 
New York State, which would have suffered a 
loss under the Senate-passed bill. Instead of 
costing millions, New York State will now save 
hundreds of millions in the first full year of im-
plementation. 

New York’s public hospital system is the 
leading provider of uncompensated care to the 
uninsured and underinsured. Though this bill 
lowers the ten-year reduction in Medicaid and 
Medicare Disproportionate Share Hospital 
(DSH) payments by $3 billion, I remain con-
cerned these cuts will weaken our health care 
safety net in New York. After all, while signifi-
cant coverage expansions will be achieved 
through health care reform, there will still be 
populations that will remain uncovered or 
underinsured, and our hospitals will continue 
to bear the burden and cost of their health 
care. It seems like the best approach would 
have been that DSH cuts would be made con-
tingent upon reductions in the uninsured. In-

stead of expansion triggers in the Senate bill, 
the reconciliation bill is improved with set lev-
els of reductions per year and require the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Service to de-
velop a methodology to reduce states’ Med-
icaid DSH allotments to achieve mandated 
savings. 

More broadly, I support this bill because of 
the positive impact it will have on women’s 
lives. As Chair of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee, I prepared a report that looked at the 
specific health care challenges facing women 
and how women would benefit from com-
prehensive health care reform. More than two 
million women have lost their health insurance 
since the recession began due to their own 
job loss or their spouse’s job loss. 1.3 million 
women lost their health coverage when their 
spouse lost his job and an additional 800,000 
women lost their health care as a result of 
their own job loss. More than two million 
women have faced the brutal double-whammy 
of a lost job and lost health care. While job 
losses during this recession were much great-
er for men than women, women have fared 
worse than men in recent months. And this 
has had real consequences for women’s 
health care coverage: in the last six months, 
the number of women losing health insurance 
benefits due to their own job losses has in-
creased by nearly 50 percent. Over one quar-
ter (28%) of women ages 19–24 have no 
health insurance at all. Part of that number is 
likely explained by the economic challenges 
facing young women. Young women have 
been hit hard in the recession, facing an un-
employment rate of 13.1 percent, significantly 
higher than the national rate of 9.7 percent, 
and making it less likely that they will have 
job-based coverage. Health care reform will 
help us to overcome inequities at the center of 
the current system—where women pay more 
than men for the same coverage, or even, 
where women who are not smokers pay more 
for coverage than men who are smokers. My 
report and the reality is that the health care 
system is serving women poorly, the recession 
has made the situation worse, and now more 
than ever, we need health care reform. 

While I am speaking of women’s health 
care, I must mention my opposition to the re-
strictive language on abortion included in the 
Senate bill which remains in reconciliation. 
While not as onerous as the Stupak language 
that was part of the final House bill, this lan-
guage will directly impact a woman’s right to 
legal reproductive health services and I op-
pose it. But the value to women and American 
families of finally achieving health care reform 
is far too important to risk losing it. 

Mr. Speaker, a great deal of the discussion 
today focuses on the moral reasons for ex-
tending health care coverage. While I agree 
with the moral imperative, the fiscal necessity 
is clear. This bill cuts the deficit by $143 billion 
in the first ten years and then cuts the deficit 
by $1.2 trillion in the second ten years. The 
bill is fully paid for and will not add a dime to 
the deficit. While it will cost $938 billion over 
a decade, it is critical to note that Americans 
spend nearly $2.5 trillion every single year on 
health care now and nearly two-thirds of the 
bill is paid for by reducing health care costs. 

We must not let this moment pass without 
recognizing its historic nature. Today, millions 
of Americans will win basic rights—the right to 
health care, the right to live without the fear of 
chronic disease, and the right to never having 

to worry about losing insurance coverage be-
cause of a pre-existing condition or exceeding 
a lifetime cap. While not perfect, this bill will 
hold insurance companies accountable; pro-
vide billions of dollars in tax breaks for small 
businesses to help them insure their employ-
ees; and, above all, expand access to quality, 
secure, affordable health care coverage for 
millions of Americans. 

I’d like to thank and commend the leader-
ship of Speaker PELOSI, Majority Leader 
HOYER, Chairmen WAXMAN, MILLER and RAN-
GEL and of course, Chairman Emeritus DIN-
GELL who has been working on health care re-
form since he first came to Congress. 

The time is now. Our current system is bro-
ken. Costs continue to increase at 
unsustainable rates and too many families and 
businesses are feeling the debilitating burdens 
brought on by these expenses. Too many 
Americans have inadequate coverage or lack 
coverage entirely and are suffering or dying as 
a result. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to be a part 
of this momentous reform. I urge my col-
leagues to reach beyond the rhetoric and the 
politics. Instead, recognize that today we will 
make a lasting difference in people’s lives. 
Today we change the health of our nation for 
ourselves, for our children, and for our grand-
children. 

f 

DEATH OF THE GREAT CIVIL 
RIGHTS ACTIVIST, DR. BEN-
JAMIN L. HOOKS 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today, this nation lost a historic and influential 
figure in the struggle for civil rights, Dr. Ben-
jamin L. Hooks. Dr. Hooks served this country 
throughout his life through his unwavering de-
votion to protecting the rights of minorities and 
the poor. I express my condolences to his 
family and all of those who were touched by 
his many years of service to our community. 

Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks was a man of great 
character and moral conviction. He served as 
the executive director of the NAACP for over 
15 years, restoring the organization’s financial 
soundness and membership base. He created 
several initiatives to combat discrimination, 
from projects that provided employment oppor-
tunities in Major League Baseball to economic 
development initiatives in urban communities. 

This great civil rights leader not only served 
as executive director of the NAACP, but also 
served our great nation as a World War II vet-
eran. His experiences in the war led to his 
fight against social injustices in the United 
States. Dr. Hooks also served in the ministry, 
as a minister at the Greater Middle Baptist 
Church in Memphis, Tennessee. His work will 
live on through his contributions to our society 
as well as the Benjamin L. Hooks Institute at 
University of Memphis. 

Dr. Hooks was a great friend of mine, a 
thoughtful mentor, but more importantly, he 
was a stalwart champion of the least, the last 
and the lost. His philanthropy will be remem-
bered forever and serve as an inspiration and 
guide for futures to come. 
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CELEBRATING THE GROUND-

BREAKING OF CARE HOUSE’S 
NEW FACILITY AND RECOG-
NIZING OVER 30 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE TO THE YOUTH OF OAKLAND 
COUNTY 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize CARE House of Oakland County, 
Michigan, on the occasion of the groundbreak-
ing for its new facility. As a Member of Con-
gress it is both my honor and privilege to rec-
ognize and congratulate CARE House for over 
30 years of service to Oakland County’s youth 
as work begins on its new facility, which will 
assist countless more abused and neglected 
youth from across the County. 

Established in 1977, CARE House began its 
work as the Child Abuse and Neglect Council 
for Oakland County, a partnership between 
Oakland County’s law enforcement organiza-
tions, the Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office, 
Child Protective Services and the Junior 
League of Birmingham. The Council was the 
first organization in Oakland County to take a 
proactive approach to confronting the issues 
of child abuse and neglect. After more than a 
decade of service to the youth of Oakland 
County, CARE House expanded its services to 
become a Child Advocacy Center focused on 
reducing child abuse through advocacy, com-
munity outreach, education and prevention 
programs. 

CARE House served over 5000 youth last 
year at its current facilities and is expected to 
greatly expand its capacity, serving thousands 
more once the new facility is built. This expan-
sion allows for CARE House to strengthen its 

intervention, therapeutic, advocacy and pre-
vention services, in particular its forensic inter-
viewing, crisis counseling, family support 
group and court-appointed advocacy pro-
grams. Increasing its capacity and strength-
ening of its programs enhances CARE 
House’s ability to fully employ its vision of en-
suring all children are safe and free from 
abuse and neglect. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in celebrating the groundbreaking of 
CARE House’s new facility and to recognize 
its members for their important work over the 
past 30 years to protect Oakland County youth 
from abuse and neglect. The services CARE 
House provides ensure thousands of Oakland 
County youth receive the treatment and inter-
vention they need to prevent and reduce trau-
ma they have experienced from abuse and 
neglect. 
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