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compromise and alternative solutions,
such as expanding current radar capa-
bility, has produced few results.

For example, in my State of Oregon,
the planned Shepherds Flat Wind Farm
would produce more than 850
megawatts of electricity. It would be
the largest wind farm in the world.
Planners worked with numerous Fed-
eral agencies and cleared the project
with the Navy. But just a month before
groundbreaking, the Air Force halted
the project because they believe it
could potentially interfere with a radar
array in eastern Oregon. Attempts to
work with DOD, by the planners and by
my office, have met with stiff resist-
ance and no offers of compromise solu-
tions. There is an attitude that resolv-
ing conflicts with civilian energy
projects is simply not one of DOD’s
missions. The grim reality is that the
Shepherds Flat Wind Farm is only the
beginning of the problems in Oregon.
The objection to this project will also
halt at least 10 other projects in the
works totaling over 3,000 megawatts of
renewable energy. DOD appears con-
tent with the status quo. But status
quo doesn’t reduce our independence on
foreign oil or generate new jobs.

Regrettably, it appears that the De-
partment is not interested in identi-
fying possible solutions. This surprises
me given the critical nature of our fu-
ture renewable energy program and its
impact on our Nation’s national secu-
rity. Instead of being a partner in the
process, DOD appears content to be a
roadblock. It is long past time for the
Department to give this issue the at-
tention it requires and work to find so-
lutions instead of just being a problem.

Therefore, until I receive assurance
that DOD is taking appropriate action
to address the increasing conflict be-
tween national renewable energy pol-
icy and national defense, I will object
to any unanimous consent agreement
for the nominations of Sharon E.
Burke, to be Director of Operational
Energy Plans and Programs at DOD;
Katherine Hammack, to be Assistant
Secretary of the Army; and Elizabeth
A. McGrath, to be Deputy Chief Man-
agement Officer at DOD. I place these
holds reluctantly. I am hopeful that
the Department will take immediate
and appropriate action to resolve cur-
rent renewable energy conflicts and
prevent future ones from occurring.
Once that happens, I will be able to
withdraw my holds so that DOD nomi-
nations can once again move through
the Senate.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING BRIGADIER
GENERAL THOMAS R. MIKOLAJCIK

e Mr. DEMINT. Mr. President, I am
here today to celebrate the life and
military service of a great American
and an adopted South Carolinian, BG
Thomas R. Mikolajcik. ‘“General Mik,”’
as he was known to his many friends,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

passed from this life to the next on
April 17, 2010, after a courageous 6Va-
year battle with ALS.

General Mikolajcik was a 1969 grad-
uate of the U.S. Air Force Academy
and a decorated veteran of the conflicts
in Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, and the
first gulf war. During his distinguished
military career, he logged more than
4,000 hours as a command pilot, com-
manded the 437th Airlift Wing at
Charleston Air Force Base in Charles-
ton, SC, and served as director of
transportation for the Air Force Dep-
uty Chief of Staff for logistics.

General Mik was a tireless advocate
for causes he believed in, and he won
many allies locally and nationally for
his work on behalf of the Charleston
military community. The Mikolajcik
Engineering Laboratory Center at the
Space and Naval Warfare Systems Cen-
ter in Charleston and the Mikolajcik
Child Development Center at Charles-
ton Air Force Base are named in his
honor.

A warrior until the end, General
Mik’s fighting spirit was never more
evident than after he was diagnosed
with ALS in 2003. Following his diag-
nosis, he would often say, ‘“You can put
your head down and feel sorry for your-
self, or you can help others.”” He chose
the latter. General Mik founded the
first ALS support group in South Caro-
lina and the ALS Clinic at the Medical
University of South Carolina. He also
fought for full ALS coverage for his fel-
low veterans, who are disproportion-
ately more likely to suffer from this
terrible disease than the general popu-
lation. And like so many other battles
General Mik fought, he won this one,
too, in a 2008 Defense Department rul-
ing.

General Mikolajcik was a noble spirit
and inspirational leader, who, even
through his long illness, never stopped
caring for and impacting the lives of
those fortunate enough to know him. I
am honored to have called him a friend
and to extend my deepest sympathies
on behalf of a grateful nation to his de-
voted wife Carmen, along with their
three children and seven grandchildren.
Today, South Carolina mourns the
passing of a true American hero.e

REMEMBERING BILL STANLEY

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
wish to pay tribute to the extraor-
dinary life and service of Bill Stanley,
a statesman, a scholar, and a true
American patriot who passed away on
April 19, 2010. Bill was a valued public
intellectual, historian, and leader in
the Norwich, CT, community. Beloved
for his brilliant mind and generous
spirit, Bill Stanley will be missed deep-
ly.
I knew Bill for many years, and I am
grateful for all of the wisdom he of-
fered me personally. Bill was a loyal
and valued friend who was always gen-
erous with his time and advice. Mostly
though, I treasure the example that
Bill Stanley set in his career of devoted
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service to this country. Bill served
America with courage and distinction
in the U.S. Marine Corps, in Connecti-
cut’s State Senate for two successful
terms, and through the many impor-
tant causes that he championed in the
city of Norwich and throughout our
State.

Bill Stanley’s desire to serve his
community was boundless, as was his
generosity. Bill’s legacy of enormous
contributions and achievements has
touched thousands of people across our
state. Among his many initiatives were
the St. Jude Common, a center that
has cared for thousands of seniors
across Connecticut, and the Forgotten
Founders Committee, an extraordinary
project that will honor many of early
America’s most important—and often
overlooked—historical figures.

Bill Stanley loved history, taught
history, and made history. With his
unique insight, energy, and passion,
Bill Stanley illuminated our hearts and
minds with his weekly columns for the
Norwich Bulletin. Bill never hesitated
to ask tough questions or take a
contrarian stance on an issue. For this,
he was respected and trusted by count-
less readers; many of whom he Kknew
personally and others who admired him
from afar.

Bill Stanley wrote about many of the
most important figures and moments
in Norwich’s history and uniquely
brought to life the stories that form
the fabric of the city of Norwich, a city
he understood and cherished like few
others. Bill lifted his readers up to ex-
perience a new, exciting, and wider
view of the past. In doing so, he has of-
fered us a deeper understanding of the
present and helped us chart the future
course for our State, our country, and
our world.

Our State and this Nation are blessed
to have people like Bill Stanley who
truly enrich our communities. We—his
readers, his students, and his friends—
were particularly blessed with the op-
portunity to have learned from him.
Bill’s brilliant mind, magnanimous
spirit, and unforgettable stories will
never fade from our memory.

I extend my condolences to Bill’s
wife Peg and his children Bill Jr.,
Carol, and Mary.e

————

RECOGNIZING ELMENDORF AIR
FORCE BASE

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, as
you are aware, last Friday the Sec-
retary of Defense, Robert Gates, an-
nounced the winners of the 2010 Com-
mander in Chief’s Annual Award for In-
stallation Excellence. Included on this
prestigious list is Elmendorf Air Force
Base in Anchorage, AK. This award
recognizes the outstanding and innova-
tive efforts of the brave men and
women who operate and maintain our
Nation’s military installations. I would
like to read the award citation for El-
mendorf for the record.

The men and women of Elmendorf Air
Force Base distinguished themselves by sig-
nificantly improving the quality of life, pro-
ductivity, and work environment for over
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