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Richard’s offer of appointment poises him to
attend the United States Military Academy this
fall with the incoming cadet Class of 2014. At-
tending one of our Nation’s military academies
is an invaluable experience that offers a world-
class education while placing demands on
those who undertake one of the most chal-
lenging and rewarding experiences of their
lives.

Richard brings an enormous amount of
leadership, service, and dedication to the in-
coming Class of 2014. While attending Napo-
leon High School in Napoleon, Ohio, Richard
attained a 4.0 grade point average that placed
him first in his graduating class. Richard was
inducted into the National Honor Society and
attained the A.P. Scholar Award.

Throughout high school, Richard was a
member of the cross country and track teams
and active in intramural basketball and
volleyball. Richard received the Greater Buck-
eye Conference’s All Academic Award. Rich-
ard served as senior class president at Napo-
leon High School and has been an active
member of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Napo-
leon, Ohio. He was selected to attend Buck-
eye Boys State, was a Student Council rep-
resentative and a member of Peers Achieving
Win-Win Situations, P.A.W.S. | am confident
that Richard will carry the lessons of his stu-
dent leadership to West Point.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Richard Snyder on the
acceptance of his appointment to the United
States Military Academy at West Point. Our
service academies offer the finest military
training and education available. | am positive
that Richard will excel during his career at
West Point and | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending their best wishes to him as he
begins his service to the Nation.

——————
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | ask my fellow colleagues to join me
in congratulating the 2009-2010 Congres-
sional Youth Advisory Council. This year 45
students from public, private, and home
schools in grades 9 through 12 made their
voices heard and made a difference in their
communities, their country and their Congress.
These students volunteered their time, effort,
and talent to inform me about the important
issues facing their generation. As young lead-
ers within their communities and their schools,
these students boldly represent the promise
and the hope we all have for their very bright
future.

President Ronald Reagan said, “Freedom is
never more than one generation away from
extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, pro-
tected, and handed on for them to do the
same, or one day we will spend our sunset
years telling our children and our children’s
children what it was once like in the United
States where men were free.”

To ensure that the blessing of freedom is
passed from one generation to the next, the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

members of the CYAC spent time interviewing
a veteran and documenting the experience for
the “Preserving History Project.” Today I'm
proud to submit the brief summaries provided
so the patriotic service of our dedicated vet-
erans and the thoughtful work of the CYAC
may be preserved for antiquity in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. A copy of each sub-
mitted student summary follows.

To each member of the Congressional
Youth Advisory Council, thank you for making
this year and this group a success. It is not a
coincidence that this congressional tribute
celebrates two generations of service. Each of
you is trusted with the precious gift of free-
dom.

You are the voices of the future and | salute
you. God bless you and God bless America.

The summary follows:

I interviewed John Sadler. Mr. Sadler
served in the Navy branch of the armed
forces for five years. Mr. Sadler served on
submarines for four years of his service and
is now a very successful medical physicist.
He has lived a very fulfilling and respectable
life and is a great role model. Through inter-
viewing Mr. Sadler I have really come to re-
alize the honor that should be given to vet-
erans in our society. They risk their lives for
us, fighting to preserve our freedoms, but we
so often neglect to even thank them or con-
sider this. There are many people that we
know have served in the armed forces and we
aren’t even aware of this. This is sad as these
people should be respected and honored in to-
day’s society. These veterans should be given
a special place in the society that they have
risked their lives to protect, leaving behind
loved ones and everything they once knew to
preserve this great nation. Without the serv-
ice of these veterans America would not be
the free land that it is today. We should re-
member each day what these veterans have
done for us and thank them for it. These vet-
erans’ stories should be preserved as they are
a huge part of American history and how
this country got to where it is today. I think
that this interview has given me a new per-
spective on veterans and their service.—Troy
Pickens

———————
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Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge a nonprofit organization that
serves my district, Victims Information Bureau
of Suffolk.

VIBS has demonstrated an overwhelming
amount of commitment to serving the Long Is-
land community. My constituents rely on our
nonprofits for the vital services they offer.
VIBS’ constant selfless efforts are admirable.

| am proud to honor Victims Information Bu-
reau of Suffolk for their extraordinary work in
the community.

E683
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Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the First Lady of the Republic of Alba-
nia, Dr. Liri Berisha, and to welcome her once
again to the United States.

Dr. Liri Berisha, a devoted mother and a dili-
gent pediatrician, became the very first First
Lady in the history of democratic Albania in
1992 when her husband, Sali Berisha, was
elected President of the Republic. Throughout
her husband’s 5 years in office and since his
election in 2005 as Prime Minister, Dr. Berisha
has been distinguished for her involvement in
public life and commitment to people in need.

Among her many endeavors, | strongly com-
mend the First Lady for her dedication to the
women and children of Albania. Dr. Berisha is
Honorary President of the UNICEF office in Al-
bania. She actively promotes efforts to expand
education and healthcare to marginalized
women and children and is an outspoken
voice against human ftrafficking. In 2009, the
Women’s Information Network named Dr.
Berisha “Woman of the Year” for “her commit-
ment to make the world a better place for
women and all citizens”.

In 2008, Dr. Berisha founded the Mother Te-
resa Cultural Foundation which commemo-
rates its namesake as a symbol of hope and
human dignity. This week, the First Lady joins
us on Capitol Hill to honor the 100th anniver-
sary of the birth of Mother Teresa with a re-
ception and special exhibition. As the Chair of
the Congressional Albanian Issues Caucus, |
look forward to participating in this celebration
and again welcoming the distinguished First
Lady of Albania to the United States.

———
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Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, the
national media have given mostly negative
coverage to Arizona’s new immigration en-
forcement law, which Arizonans support over-
whelmingly.

A CBS report gave the perspective of oppo-
nents of the law, one of whom called it “mean-
spirited” and compared it to Nazi repression.
The report featured video of signs that read,
“Veto Racism” and “Stop the Hate.”

NBC asked an Arizona sheriff, “Are you
worried that it affects the image of your
state?” and questioned whether the new pol-
icy will “distract law enforcement” and “take
valuable resources away from cracking down
on more serious crimes.”

An MSNBC headline curiously read, “Law
Makes it a Crime to be lllegal Immigrant.”

The national media should tell Americans
the truth: Arizona’s new law mirrors what is al-
ready federal law. Then Americans can decide
for themselves what to think.
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