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HONORING PVAMC DIRECTOR
RICHARD CITRON

HON. JOE SESTAK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 29, 2010

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, | rise before
you to honor Director Richard S. Citron on his
retirement from the post of Director of the
Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

Mr. Richard S. Citron was appointed Direc-
tor of the Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center in August 2007. The Philadelphia
VAMC is a tertiary care facility for the eastern
half of VA Healthcare—VISN 4, providing care
to 60,000 Veterans in America’s sixth largest
metropolitan area including the city of Phila-
delphia and surrounding six counties in Penn-
sylvania and New Jersey. He has led more
than 2,000 dedicated staff working at the main
campus in West Philadelphia and community-
based outpatient clinics in Fort Dix, NJ,
Gloucester County, NJ, Camden, NJ, Center
City Philadelphia, and Horsham, PA (the Vic-
tor J. Saracini Community Based Outpatient
Clinic). Philadelphia VAMC operates 140 inpa-
tient beds and a 135-bed nursing home known
as the Philadelphia Veterans Community Liv-
ing Center.

Mr. Citron has 38 years of VA healthcare
experience, beginning in 1971 at Long Beach,
CA. He has since served at medical centers in
Newington, Loma Linda, Richmond, Brockton/
West Roxbury, and VA Central Office. Mr. Cit-
ron served as Assistant Director of the VA
Medical Center (University Drive) in Pitts-
burgh, as Acting Director of medical centers in
Murfreesboro and Cleveland, and Director of
the Jesse Brown VA Medical Center in Chi-
cago. Prior to arriving in Philadelphia, Mr. Cit-
ron was Director of the Wilmington, DE, VA
Medical Center.

Mr. Citron served in the US Army from 1968
to 1971, including one year at a MASH hos-
pital in Chu Lai, Vietnam. He holds a bach-
elor's degree in Economics from the College
of William and Mary and a master's degree in
Public Administration from the University of
Southern California. He is also a Fellow in the
American College of Healthcare Executives
(FACHE).

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
honoring Director Citron for his commitment to
ensuring the well-being of our nation’s Vet-
erans.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DALY
CITY YOUTH HEALTH CENTER’S
20TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 29, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the 20th anniversary of the Daly City
Youth Health Center, a health and youth de-
velopment program linked to the Jefferson
Union High School District. Since its inception
this facility has served over 37,000 youth and
currently provides services to more than 600
teens each month. Clearly, we are a better
community because of the dedication, caring
and expertise of the center’s staff.
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The center, a satellite office of the San
Mateo Medical Center, offers primary medical
care, reproductive health care, mental health
counseling, sexuality education, case manage-
ment of pregnant teens, vocational guidance
and life skills training. This center has been
highly effective in helping girls and boys from
low-income backgrounds where individual
needs require a multi-service response.

| would like to point out that over 5,000
teens seek medical services from the clinic
during the year and that most of the care re-
volves around reproductive health. These
services are free although staff will work with
these young people in terms of helping them
apply for health insurance.

The center has been hailed for its develop-
ment of programs covering mental health
counseling, teen pregnancy prevention, peer
leadership and the always challenging transi-
tion from school to a career. We would all do
well to adhere to the center’s mission to in-
crease resiliency, encourage responsibility and
promote self-determination among youth and
young adults.

Madam Speaker, while this body has en-
gaged in long and spirited debate on the issue
of health care, it is important that we recog-
nize and honor a 20-year-old program that has
enriched thousands of young people in my
district.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF WJER
1450 AM

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 29, 2010

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker,

Whereas, WJER 1450 AM was founded and
began broadcasting in 1950 and is celebrating
its 60th anniversary; and

Whereas, WJER AM has served as “the
Voice of the Valley” by connecting the citizens
of Dover, New Philadelphia, and Tuscarawas
County for sixty years; and

Whereas, WJER is committed to continuing
their work of bringing news and entertainment
to the communities of Tuscarawas County in
years to come; now, therefore, be it

Resolved that along with the residents of
the 18th Congressional District, | commend
WJER for six decades of service to the
Tuscarawas Valley through the broadcast of
national and local news, sports, and entertain-
ment.

JESUS GUEVARA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 29, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jesus
Guevara who has received the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Jesus Guevara is a 12th grader at Jefferson
High School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jesus
Guevara is exemplary of the type of achieve-
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ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Jesus Guevara for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt he will exhibit
the same dedication and character to all his
future accomplishments.

———

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF VOLUNTEERISM

SPEECH OF

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in favor of H. Res. 1276, commemo-
rating the anniversary of the signing of the
landmark service legislation, the Edward M.
Kennedy Serve America Act.

Since its enactment 1 year ago, the Edward
M. Kennedy Serve America Act has cemented
the importance of volunteerism and community
involvement in American society. This legisla-
tion reflects the willingness of Americans to
dedicate their time and effort to help their
neighborhoods through a common goal of
community improvement.

The success of the Serve America Act is
apparent not only in its progress so far, but in
those results yet to come. The creation of
175,000 new volunteer opportunities, through
existing  service  programs  such as
AmeriCorps, is increasing volunteerism in
America to the highest level since 2003.

The Serve America Act has demonstrated
that even in this period of economic uncer-
tainty, investment in communities continues to
reap the highest rewards. The Serve America
Act has allowed Americans to play an active
role in our economic recovery through their
volunteerism by empowering individuals to ini-
tiate real and lasting development within their
communities. And by rewarding those who vol-
unteer their services even during their full-time
education, this legislation has enabled count-
less diligent students to combine community
activism with greater educational possibilities.

| am particularly proud that this legislation
created the Musicians and Artists Corps that |
championed to train and deploy skilled musi-
cians and artists to low income communities,
schools, health care and therapeutic settings,
and other areas, where they promote music
and arts engagement programs. As someone
who knows firsthand the proven social benefits
of music and creative arts programs, | believe
this program will have tremendous rewards.

The Serve America Act has been a call to
service to all Americans, and undoubtedly it
has inspired American citizens from all walks
of life to give back to their communities. The
Musicians and Artists Corps allows musicians
and artists who are eager to serve to con-
tribute their special skills and diverse talents to
this community of activism.

The Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act
has contributed significantly to increasing serv-
ice in our country, and | am proud to com-
memorate its passage and support its con-
tinuing good work.
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