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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING MR. SAMUEL OGNIBENE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the years of service given to
the people of Chautauqua County by Mr.
Samuel Ognibene. Mr. Ognibene served his
constituency faithfully and justly during his ten-
ure as the Ellicott Town Justice.

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr.
Ognibene served his term with his head held
high and a smile on his face the entire way.
| have no doubt that his kind demeanor left a
lasting impression on the people of Chau-
tauqua County.

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr.
Ognibene is one of those people and that is
why, Madam Speaker, | rise in tribute to him
today.

HONORING K-12 EDUCATORS

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today on behalf of the 10,000 school teachers
in Southern Arizona, and for K-12 teachers
across the Nation. | am honored to stand up
here today, during National Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week, to recognize how tirelessly these
men and women work to educate all of our
children.

We have an organization in Southern Atri-
zona that works every day to remind everyone
of just how much K-12 teachers contribute to
the economic and societal well-being of all of
our communities. Tucson Values Teachers is
not quite 2 years old, but it has made great
strides in getting the word out about the value
of teachers. And more than that, the organiza-
tion has been working very hard to ease the
economic burden so many of our teachers
face in trying to raise families on salaries that
are too small.

During this week, we all need to stop and
think about how much more we need to do to
support our K—12 teachers. More than 50% of
all beginning teachers leave the profession
within the first five years. Salary is one part of
the problem, but the lack of support, men-
toring and adequate classroom supplies and
assistance are also critical factors.

It is time for our Nation to elevate the teach-
ing profession to new levels of respect and re-
muneration. Teachers literally hold our future
in their hands—they are the ones who, every
day, stand in front of our children, working
hard to instill in each one of them the knowl-

edge, curiosity and commitment to community
that they will need to become our future lead-
ers.

Let’'s get behind our teachers—let's follow
the lead of Tucson Values Teachers. Let’s all
work together toward an America that Values
Teachers. When teachers are paid and re-
vered as much as our top athletes, we will live
in a nation that leads all others in innovation,
creativity and achievement.

ARNOLD JOHN JACOBS

HON. JOHN H. ADLER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, | am pleased to have this opportunity to
express my gratitude to Mr. Arnold John Ja-
cobs, of Forked River, NJ, for his dedicated
and tireless service to the United States of
America. For his heroism during WWII, Mr. Ja-
cobs is rightfully being honored with the Phil-
ippine Republic Presidential Unit Citation
Badge and the Philippine Liberation Medal on
May 8, 2010.

Mr. Jacobs was born in Philadelphia in 1918
and enlisted in the United States Navy at the
age of 17. For the next few years, he honor-
ably served aboard the USS Nitro and the
USS Davis (DD-395). In November 1942, he
put the USS Phillip (DD-498) into commission
and served throughout WWII until receiving an
honorable discharge in November 1945. As an
active member of Squadron #22, he partici-
pated in 23 offensive operations in 26 months
during the war and helped in the Philippine lib-
eration campaign.

We, as a nation, are indebted to Mr. Arnold
John Jacobs for his honorable service and for
the sacrifices he made in protecting our coun-
try. | am proud to honor him today and hope
my colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives will join me in congratulating this honor-
able man for his outstanding contributions to
the United States of America.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF PAUL
REUTER

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of a recently departed
constituent, Mr. Paul Reuter, a proud WWII
veteran, family man and kind soul well thought
of by all who knew him.

Born in 1920 in Shamokin, Pennsylvania,
Paul enlisted in the Army Air Corps right out
of high school, serving as a radio operator on
B-18 and B-17 aircraft. He was soon trans-
ferred to the 14th Bomb Squadron located in
the Philippine Islands. When the Japanese

bombed the Philippines after Pearl Harbor, Mr.
Reuter and his fellow soldiers at Clark Air
Field were captured and forced to take part in
the infamous Bataan Death March across the
island as prisoners of war. They spent five
weeks in the notorious Tabayas Road detail
during which an estimated 18,000 men died
while being forced to cut a road through the
mosquito and snake infested jungle with little
food, rest or water.

After Bataan, Mr. Reuter spent over three
years in Japanese prison camps, forced to
perform slave labor in Japan’s Seitetsu Steel
Plant. Upon his liberation on September 9,
1945, shortly after the bombing of Hiroshima,
and Nagasaki, Mr. Reuter weighed a mere 90
pounds. He credited his ability to avoid starva-
tion due to growing up during the Depression.
Nothing his captors fed him, which included
bug infested rice, was too rich for his pallet.
Through this dark time, his deep religious con-
victions, love of country and desire to be re-
united with his family kept him mentally strong,
if not physically.

Even after such sacrifice, Mr. Reuter's pas-
sion to serve and protect his country remained
undiminished. He would go on to serve in the
military for 15 more years, rising to the rank of
Master Sergeant. In 1960, he hung up his fa-
tigues for good, but shortly thereafter joined
NASA. A strong believer in the value of an
education, Paul went to school at night to earn
his associates degree in Applied Science, a
path he likely would have taken earlier but for
the war. At NASA, Mr. Reuter got a front row
seat for history and one of America’s proudest
moments, serving as part of the team that
helped put the first man on the moon.

Following his retirement from NASA, after
40 years of government service, Paul turned
his focus to helping his fellow veterans, the
“Battling Bastards of Bataan.” He served as
an officer with the American Defenders of Ba-
taan and Corregidor, an organization which
fought for Bataan veterans’ rights and sought
to serve as a reminder that “the precepts of
courage, devotion to duty and sacrifice dis-
played by the men and women of Bataan,
both Filipino and American, have not and will
not become outmoded.” In the 1980’s, Paul
received his long overdue Bronze Star for
combat, along with a Purple Heart.

Over the years, Mr. Reuter has been quoted
extensively in books, interviewed on television
and participated in any number of history spe-
cials recalling his wartime experiences.

A dedicated husband and father, he and his
wife Nickolena were married 62 years until her
passing in 2008. They were proud parents to
five children, grandparents to 12 grand-
children, and Paul was about to be blessed
with his fourth great grandchild.

Mr. Reuter left us on April 16, 2010 at the
age of 89. He was a man who lived enough
for five men, never forgetting to show appre-
ciation for those around him, dedicated to the
common good for all.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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RECOGNIZING RON YEAKLE ON HIS
87TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it
is with great pleasure that | rise to honor the
life and service of Mr. Ron Yeakle on his 87th
birthday. Mr. Yeakle is a true patriot. His story
of extraordinary heroism and commitment to
country has been an inspiration to many.

Ron Yeakle was born and raised in Balti-
more, Maryland. In World War I, Mr. Yeakle
served as a bomber pilot. During a bombing
mission near Vienna, Austria, his B-24 Lib-
erator was shelled at over 22,000 feet. In a
harrowing feat of courage and bravery, Mr.
Yeakle survived the jump and was later cap-
tured by enemy soldiers and forced to spend
14 months in German concentration camps. In
what must have seemed like a hopeless situa-
tion at times, Mr. Yeakle and the other captors
managed to encourage each other to endure
this horrific experience until they were liber-
ated by General George Patton and his men.

After the war, Mr. Yeakle and his wife Doro-
thy moved to Pensacola, Florida. In 1969, Mr.
Yeakle was a co-founder of Piping and Equip-
ment, Inc., where he still serves as a consult-
ant. Additionally, Mr. Yeakle has served on the
West Florida Hospital Board and the Ellyson
Industrial Park Board. Ron and his wife have
two daughters, Priscilla Carroll and Suzanne
O’Meara.

It is with great honor, Madam Speaker, that
| recognize the life and deeds of Mr. Ron
Yeakle on his 87th birthday. He has been a
leader both at times of war and times of
peace. My wife Vicki and | wish him a happy
birthday and his entire family all the best for
the future.

TRIBUTE TO KIM WITCRAFT
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Kim Witcraft of Charles City, lowa
for his achievement as a 2010 Stars of Life
award recipient.

The Stars of Life award publicly recognizes
and celebrates the achievements of all people
working in the selfless and heroic ambulance
industry. The Stars of Life Program seeks to
honor outstanding individuals as a thank you
for their service, their sacrifice and the inspira-
tion they bring to all Americans.

Kim has been recognized as a hero who
has assumed several roles to ensure that the
American Ambulance Association’s Charles
City small operation succeeds and continues
to provide much needed help to area citizens.
He is a state-certified EMS instructor and han-
dles all clinical and education services and
schedules most of the trainings for his oper-
ation. Kim also handles safety training for fifth
and sixth graders in the area and presents
many safety talks each year to lowa elemen-
tary school students.

| know that my colleagues in Congress join
me in congratulating and thanking Kim
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Witcraft, one of lowa and America’s everyday
heroes for his service and his constant consid-
eration for the well-being of others in his com-
munity.

———

HONORING THE MICHAEL JAZZ
TRIO FOR THEIR MUSICAL GIFT
TO THE COMMUNITY

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge a unique group of young mu-
sicians from my district, the Michael Jazz Trio.

The Michael Jazz Trio is comprised of three
brothers from Central Islip, New York: Mat-
thew, David and Jordan Godfrey. These young
men have shared with the Long Island com-
munity not only their extraordinary talent, but
also their passion for philanthropy. On Satur-
day, May 1st, 2010, they performed at Central
Islip High School to raise money for the Amer-
ican Cancer Society.

| am proud to honor the Michael Jazz Trio
for sharing their musical gift with the commu-
nity.

————

THANKING STATE LEGISLATOR
POLLY BUKTA FOR HER SERVICE

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise to thank lowa State Legislator Polly Bukta
for her service to lowa and our country. Rep-
resentative Bukta is retiring from the lowa
State Legislature at the end of the 2010 state
legislative session.

Representative Bukta has represented the
Clinton region in the lowa legislature since
1997. She has been a principled, pragmatic
leader. In addition to serving on several com-
mittees in the lowa House—including the Edu-
cation, Local Government, and Transportation,
and Veterans Affairs Committees—Represent-
ative Bukta is Speaker Pro Tem of the lowa
House. She was elected to this position be-
cause she has earned the trust and respect of
her colleagues.

On the first day of the 2010 lowa Legislative
Session, Representative Bukta delivered the
following remarks to the lowa House:

Honor the institution. Thomas Jefferson did
it, and so did James Madison, George Wash-
ington, Alexander Hamilton and other builders
of our governmental institutions. They worked
tirelessly to make representative government
work. Now the well-being of our state legisla-
ture is in our hands. Preserve and protect it so
it remains a strong, co-equal branch of gov-
ernment. Legislative service is one of democ-
racy’s worthiest pursuits. It is an important
duty that deserves our time, attention and
dedication. To work well, government requires
a bond of trust between citizens and their rep-
resentatives. Try to appeal to the best instincts
of the electorate, talk about what you stand
for, what you intend to do during your time in
office and then work as hard as you can to ful-
fill those promises. Remember why you ran for
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office—to make a difference, a difference for
the better.

Representative Bukta has made “a dif-
ference for the better” for her constituents and
the state of lowa. Madam Speaker, please join
me in thanking Representative Bukta and her
family for their service.

———

IN HONOR OF POLISH
CONSTITUTION DAY, 2010

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the Polish American Con-
gress, Ohio Division and of Polish Constitution
Day, which is celebrated this year on May 2,
2010. Polish Constitution Day is a time for
Poles to honor the struggles, sacrifices and
victories of their ancestors. It is a day when
people of all cultures join with the Polish com-
munity to celebrate the rich culture, traditions
and history of Poland.

After almost five centuries of struggle and
perseverance, the Governmental Statute of
Poland became the first written constitution in
Europe on May 3, 1791. An important docu-
ment in the history of democracy, the Polish
Constitution established the separation of gov-
ernment powers, freedom of religion, and
abolished key elements of serfdom.

Formed in 1949, the Polish American Con-
gress is a national umbrella organization rep-
resenting over ten million Polish-Americans. It
serves as a unifying force for both Polish-
Americans and Polish citizens living in Amer-
ica. Additionally, the Polish American Con-
gress has helped integrate Poles into the
United States with programs like the Displaced
Persons Program, which allowed almost
150,000 Polish immigrants to enter the U.S.
after World War II.

The Polish-American community in Cleve-
land is deeply rooted in its commitment to the
values of family, faith, democracy and hard
work. As in years past, the Greater Cleveland
community will join in celebration of Poland’s
rich history and culture by attending events
such as the Polonia Ball, the Grand Parade
and the Photographic Exhibition.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor of the Polish American Congress
as they celebrate Polish Constitution Day.
Their dedication to preserving and promoting
their heritage, history and culture with Greater
Cleveland serves to enrich and illuminate the

brilliant and diverse fabric of our entire
community.
——
PUERTO RICO DEMOCRACY ACT OF
2009
SPEECH OF
HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 29, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2499) to provide
for a federally sanctioned self-determination
process for the people of Puerto Rico:
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
support of H.R. 2499, the Puerto Rico Democ-
racy Act of 2009, introduced by our colleague
Congressman PEDRO PIERLUISI. As the chair-
woman of the Subcommittee on Insular Af-
fairs, Oceans and Wildlife, | fully support this
bill, which the full Natural Resources com-
mittee reported out favorably on July 22nd of
last year.

H.R. 2499 is an important bill for both Puer-
to Rico and the other U.S. Territories. As the
delegate from Guam, | understand the desire
of residents in the territories to decide their fu-
ture and make a determination about their po-
litical future. Guam and Puerto Rico were both
ceded to the United States after the Spanish
American War in 1898. The communities in
Guam and Puerto Rico have long traditions of
patriotism and loyalty to the United States. In
fact, both Guam and Puerto Rico boast some
of the highest per-capita rates of military serv-
ice in the United States. But while we are
proud and fortunate to be Americans, we must
be given an opportunity to decide our future
political status. H.R. 2499 will provide the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico a congressionally-sanc-
tioned process to express their preferences re-
garding their political status. The bill's broad,
bipartisan base of cosponsors as well as the
unified support it enjoys among Puerto Rico’s
elected and governing leaders should not be
overlooked, and in fact, should prompt us
today to decisively pass this bill. Appropriate
deference on questions about ballot format
and process should be given to Governor
Fortuno, the legislature leaders of Puerto Rico,
and our colleague, Congressman PIERLUISI of
Puerto Rico. They are the democratically
elected leaders of the people desiring Con-
gress to sanction a process for them to exer-
cise their fundamental right to self-determina-
tion.

Mr. Chairman, Article 4, Section 3 of the
Constitution makes it clear that Congress has
the power to make needful rules and regula-
tions governing the territories. Passing the
Puerto Rico Democracy Act will fulfill the re-
sponsibility this body has to over 4 million
American citizens.

Each territory is on a different path toward
self-determination, and what is appropriate for
Puerto Rico may not be suitable for the other
territories. But | firmly believe that the process
established by H.R. 2499 is the best way for
the people of Puerto Rico to exercise their
right to self-determination and express their
desires to Congress to ultimately resolve their
political status. | urge my colleagues to vote
yes on this important and needed legislation.

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF FIFTEENTH AVE-
NUE BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to recognize the members of Fifteenth Avenue
Baptist Church, located in Nashville, Ten-
nessee as they celebrate their 125th Anniver-
sary.

The church was organized in 1885, just 20
years after the end of the Civil War, by a loyal
band that included Irene Smart, Bill Smith, Ed
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Marshall and others. Ten years later they
called their first pastor, Reverend A.W. Porter.
The first revival service was held at a livery
stable. Since those humble beginnings, five
pastors have shepherded this faithful con-
gregation: A.W. Porter (1895-1931), Walter R.
Murray (1929-1953), Leroy Crinel (1953-
1960), Enoch Jones (1961-1994) and William
F. Buchanan (1994—present).

Under the leadership of Pastor Buchanan, a
new model of ministry was initiated. The
image he had for this faith community was
“Servant Model’—a church that exists to
serve others. The ministries include a “Love
Kitchen” that serves weekly hot meals to the
homeless; a seniors ministry that provides a
place for seniors in the community to come
and fellowship, play games and have a hot
meal weekly; a community development cor-
poration that delivers services to assist people
in meeting their physical, emotional and spir-
itual needs; “Christ Fund,” an endowment that
provides scholarships for high school grad-
uates; “Life Spring,” a grief and pastoral coun-
seling ministry; “Psalm 46,” a disaster pre-
paredness ministry; “Ninevah,” an outreach
program that provides holistic ministry from
the church to the community; a prison min-
istry; bus ministry; radio worship program, and
many other initiatives that expand the church
beyond the walls of the physical building.

For 125 years, the Fifteenth Avenue Baptist
Church has been an invaluable presence in
the North Nashville community. When many
growing congregations were faced with the di-
lemma of remaining in the inner-city or moving
to the suburbs, Fifteenth Avenue Baptist
Church voted unanimously not only to remain
an urban congregation, but also to be an
agent for transformational change in North
Nashville.

Several years ago, a local newspaper wrote,
“what’s exciting about Fifteenth Avenue Bap-
tist Church is they have taken ownership in
their neighborhood to address conditions in
their community to make it better for all the
people there.” Additionally, a nationwide sur-
vey funded by the Lilly Endowment cited Fif-
teenth Avenue Baptist Church as one of 300
outstanding Protestant churches in America
and Canada.

Madam Speaker, today | ask my colleagues
to join me in congratulating Pastor William F.
Buchanan, and the entire congregation of Fif-
teenth Avenue Baptist Church on the occasion
of their 125th anniversary and wish them
many more years of service to our great na-
tion.

———

IN MEMORY OF CORNELIUS E.
MAREK, JR., BELOVED FATHER
AND GRANDFATHER

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and memory of
Cornelius E. Marek, Jr., of Morris Plains, New
Jersey, who passed away on March 14, 2010.
Mr. Marek’s contributions should not go unrec-
ognized.

Mr. Marek, the son of Cornelius Marek, Sr.,
and Grace Bowden-Marek, was born January
28, 1942, in Morris Plains, New Jersey. He
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served in the United States Army from 1964
until 1966 as a private first class prior to at-
taining his associates degree from the County
College of Morris in 1968.

Mr. Marek dedicated his career to improving
healthcare in New Jersey. He worked for
Healthcare Materials Purchasing at Morristown
Memorial Hospital from 1970 to 1980 before
becoming Vice President of Purchasing at the
New Jersey Hospital Association. Mr. Marek
then joined FJD Ventures in 1994 before retir-
ing in 2005. He came out of retirement to work
for Liberty Health in Secaucus, NJ, from 2008
until 2010. In addition, Mr. Marek was a mem-
ber and president of the Hospital Materials
Management Society of New Jersey. Mr.
Marek inspired all those around him and has
passed along his love of politics, reading, and
classic movies to his children and grand-
children.

He was diagnosed with cancer in 2008 and
bravely fought the disease for 2 years, con-
tinuing to work full time at Liberty Health until
January of 2010 and serving on the Board of
Hospital Materials Management Society of
New Jersey until March 3rd of 2010. He
passed quietly in his sleep on the morning of
March 14 surrounded by family and friends
and was laid to rest next to his mother and fa-
ther at Greenwood Cemetery in Boonton, New
Jersey.

Madam Speaker, Cornelius Marek, Jr.’s
commitment to his family and to healthcare in
his country should not go unrecognized. | ex-
press my deepest condolences to his family
for their loss and pay tribute to the memory of
this outstanding individual.

———

IN HONOR OF POLISH
CONSTITUTION DAY, 2010

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Poles, Polish-Americans and
the Honorable Ambassador from Poland, Rob-
ert Kupiecki, and his wife, Malgorzata
Kupiecki, on the occasion of Polish Constitu-
tion Day, celebrated on May 2, 2010.

Polish Constitution Day is a day when peo-
ple of all cultures, in America and around the
world, join with the people of Poland to cele-
brate the rich culture, traditions and history of
Poland. After almost five centuries of struggle
and perseverance, the Governmental Statute
of Poland became the first written constitution
in Europe on May 3, 1791. An important docu-
ment in the history of democracy, the Polish
Constitution established the separation of gov-
ernment powers, freedom of religion, and
abolished key elements of serfdom.

The first Polish immigrants arrived on Amer-
ican shores in 1608 at Jamestown, Virginia.
Today, more than 10 million Americans trace
their ancestry to Poland and nearly 700,000
report that they speak Polish at home. Many
Polish-Americans find strength from their fam-
ily, faith, and hard work. They also find
strength and inspiration in their unbreakable
bonds to their heritage and their homeland.
From Poland’s courageous freedom fighters to
the Solidarity leaders who rose from the union
lines, Poles have been an inspiration.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me today, Polish Constitution Day, in honoring
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the struggles, courage and triumphs of the
people of Poland and honoring all people of
Polish descent. Through their successive
struggles for freedom, the people of Poland
have given the world hope.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. STAN
ROCKMAN OF THE SAN MATEO
MEDICAL CENTER

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Dr. Stan Rockman who after 35 years
has this to say about his choice to practice
public healthcare: “I love providing high quality
care to patients with few options.” He asserts
that the patient mix at the San Mateo Medical
Center enables him to practice international
medicine.

Dr. Rockman is the Chief of Gastro-
enterology and was appointed to the San
Mateo Medical Center in 1971. | have person-
ally known him for 30 years and have wit-
nessed his passion for healing.

A favorite story of Dr. Rockman’s involves
the day his 16-year-old son paid him a visit at
lunchtime. His son waited in the lobby where
he observed a man in a hospital gown drag-
ging himself down the hallway, posterior ex-
posed, an IV still attached to his arm and two
security guards in close pursuit—another futile
attempt to escape from drug rehab.

Dr. Rockman says his son was in awe that
his father worked in a place like this on a daily
basis.

Madam Speaker, Dr. Stan Rockman is a
true hero of healthcare in our county and
state. The San Mateo Medical Foundation was
right to honor his contributions at a special
ceremony on April 30th.

COMMENDING THE HONORABLE
IWAO MATSUDA FOR HIS PUBLIC
SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP IN

UNITED STATES-JAPAN
BILATERIAL AND UNITED
STATES-JAPAN-SOUTH KOREA

TRILATERAL RELATIONS

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to commend the Honorable lwao
Matsuda, a Member of the Diet of Japan and
visionary leader of the United States-Japan Bi-
lateral Legislative Exchange Program, LEP,
and of the United States-Japan-South Korea
Trilateral Legislative Exchange Program,
TLEP. Matsuda-san will soon be retiring after
decades of exemplary public service to his
own country and to a more peaceful and pros-
perous Northeast Asia.

The United States-Japan relationship is as
important as ever, and Matsuda’s contributions
to that relationship and to the LEP have been
vital and unswerving. His leadership and the
sorts of exchanges exemplified by the LEP
and TLEP form the foundation for our strong
ties.
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This is an especially important year in
United States-Japan relations as it marks the
50th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty
of Mutual Cooperation and Security between
Japan and the United States. The treaty forms
the bedrock of our bilateral relationship, which
in turn plays an indispensable role in ensuring
security and prosperity for the United States
and Japan, as well as for the broader Asia-Pa-
cific.

Both of our countries are guided by a
shared respect for democracy and freedom,
by the enduring ties we have forged over the
last 65 years and by the personal relationships
formed through the tireless work of leaders
such as Matsuda-san.

Matsuda-san’s distinguished career began
at Japan’s Ministry of International Trade and
Industry, MITI, where he served for more than
20 years. This period included a posting in the
United States where he did critical work on the
expanding bilateral trade relationship.

After leaving the civil service, he ran suc-
cessfully for public office, serving for 10 years
in the Lower House of the Diet. During his ten-
ure, when United States-Japan trade frictions
were becoming ever more heated, Matsuda-
san had the foresight to develop the United
States-Japan Legislative Exchange Program,
LEP, which brought Members of the Diet and
U.S. Congress together semiannually to ad-
dress key issues in United States-Japan rela-
tions.

As a long-time participant in the LEP, | can
personally attest to its valuable contribution to-
ward improving ties and finding common
ground. And today it is as valuable as ever
given the new problems confronting the United
States-Japan bilateral relationship, including
basing issues and other matters. Matsuda-
san’s exemplary leadership through the LEP
has demonstrated that even the most vexing
issues can be resolved when viewed in the
context of our shared interests, values and
goals.

In 1998, Matsuda-san was elected to serve
in the Upper House of the Diet and held in-
creasingly important government posts, includ-
ing Senior Vice Minister of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry, Chairman of
the House of Councilors’ Research Committee
on International Affairs and, ultimately, Min-
ister of State for Science and Technology Pol-
icy, Food Safety and Information Technology
in the cabinet of Junichiro Koizumi. During this
period, he created the United States-Japan-
South Korea Trilateral Legislative Exchange
Program, TLEP, a complement to the LEP and
an organization that has demonstrably im-
proved ties among the three nations.

This year marks the LEP’s 22d year and
43d consecutive session and the TLEP’s 7th
year and 12th consecutive session. All of us in
this body are grateful for Matsuda-san’s lead-
ership and vision. Even with his retirement,
Matsuda-san’s legacy will endure. The LEP
and TLEP will continue and the bilateral and
trilateral relationships will advance so long as
we hold to the principles of open discussion,
friendship and trust that Matsuda-san has ex-
emplified.

We will miss Iwao Matsuda. But | know he
will continue to play a critical role in advancing
relations among the United States, Japan and
South Korea and that we will always be able
to count on his friendship and support.

May 4, 2010
DOLORES HUERTA

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010
Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, | am joined

by my colleagues Congressmen XAVIER
BECERRA, LINDA T. SANCHEZ, LORETTA
SANCHEZ, LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, ADAM

SCHIFF, and HENRY WAXMAN in paying tribute
to our dear friend Dolores Huerta, who is
being honored by the Feminist Majority Foun-
dation with the Eleanor Roosevelt Award. This
coveted award is given annually to a select
few individuals who have contributed signifi-
cantly—often against great odds and at great
personal risk—to advance the rights of women
and girls and to increase awareness of the
challenges women face on account of their
gender.

Dolores is a world renowned activist and is
regarded as one of the most prominent
Chicana labor leaders in the United States. At
the age of 80, she is currently the President
of the Dolores Huerta Foundation. The mis-
sion of her foundation is to build active com-
munities in disadvantaged areas and to work
towards fair and equal access to healthcare,
housing, education, jobs, civic participation
and economic resources with an emphasis on
women and youth.

Several of us have known Dolores since the
early 1970’s when we were members of the
California State Legislature and Dolores was
the Vice President and Co-Founder of the
United Farm Workers of America. During the
last 50 years, she has worked tirelessly on
many social justice and public policy issues.
We know firsthand of her outstanding contribu-
tions to our community.

In 1955, when she was only 25 years old,
Dolores found her calling as an organizer
while serving in the leadership of the Stockton
Community Service Organization (CSO), a
grassroots organization that battled segrega-
tion and police brutality, led voter registration
drives, pushed for improved public services,
and fought to enact new legislation. Through
her diligent lobbying efforts, she succeeded in
removing the citizenship requirements from
pension and public assistance programs. She
was the leading force in the passage of legis-
lation allowing voters the right to vote in Span-
ish and securing the rights of individuals to
take the driver’s license examination in their
native language.

Dolores has been arrested 22 times for par-
ticipating in non-violent civil disobedience ac-
tivities and strikes to protect farmers and
women, which has resulted in great benefits to
both groups. Largely due to her solid support
for the grape boycott, the farm workers were
provided with their first health and benefit
plans and those who had lived, worked, and
paid taxes in the United States for many years
were granted amnesty. She fought tirelessly to
provide a better working environment and stop
the abuse of female immigrants across the
U.S.-Mexican border by convincing law en-
forcement agencies to address the brutal rape
and the murder of these immigrants.

Dolores was given the Outstanding Labor
Leader Award in 1984 by the California State
Senate. In 1993, she was inducted into the
National Women’s Hall of Fame. That same
year she received the American Civil Liberties
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Union (ACLU) Roger Baldwin Medal of Liberty
Award; the Eugene V. Debs Foundation Out-
standing American Award, and the Ellis Island
Medal of Freedom Award. She is also the re-
cipient of the Consumers’ Union Trumpeter's
Award. In 1998, she was one of three Ms.
Magazine’s, “Women of the Year,” and the
Ladies Home Journal’s, “100 Most Important
Women of the 20th Century.” In addition, she
has received three honorary doctorate de-
grees for her extraordinary career.

Madam Speaker and distinguished col-
leagues, we ask you to join us in saluting Do-
lores Huerta for her impressive efforts and
unyielding commitment to empowering women
and improving the lives of farm workers.

——

NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE
PREVENTION MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 27, 2010

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of this past
April as National Child Abuse Prevention
Month where Americans across the country
worked to raise awareness of child abuse pre-
vention and services available to victims.

Child abuse is a tragic, destructive, and a
largely silent epidemic that affects millions of
Americans—both children and adults.

And it is never more tragic than when it is
sexual in nature. Unfortunately one in six chil-
dren in our country experience this in their life-
time.

In fact, in my district, there was a young
woman who was abused by a teacher she
knew and respected over a decade ago. | am
proud to say that she has not only recovered
and is leading a happy life, but is also one of
the officers in a group headquartered in Santa
Ana called The Innocence Mission, which is
working to help prevent abuse.

The Innocence Mission is putting forward a
message of empowerment, one that tells par-
ents they CAN prevent child sexual abuse. A
message that speaks directly to children and
adult survivors and says to them—they are not
alone. Victims have the support of their com-
munities, and have nothing to be ashamed of.

Far too often we read stories of child abuse
in the headlines. It is heartbreaking and pre-
ventable, and that is why we must work to
raise awareness not only just in April but year
round.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. HARVEY
KAPLAN OF THE SAN MATEO
MEDICAL CENTER

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Dr. Harvey Kaplan who proudly states
that he has spent his entire career as a pedia-
trician. | have been friends with Dr. Kaplan for
three decades and have witnessed his pas-
sion for those entering the world.

Dr. Kaplan was appointed to the San Mateo
Medical Center in 1969. He also is a Clinical
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Professor of Pediatrics at Stanford University
School of Medicine and a member of the
Community Clinical Faculty of Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital.

In the 1970s he took a special interest in
treating children who might be victims of
abuse. He says he thought of himself as a
pioneer in those days as he helped the center
develop an interdisciplinary approach to treat-
ment. He eventually assisted in the establish-
ment of the Children’s SAFE Center which
was on the cutting edge of detecting and treat-
ing child sex abuse. He is now a member of
the San Mateo County Pediatric Death Review
Team.

Although Dr. Kaplan admits to having a few
bouts with the lure of private practice, he says
those moments passed, replaced by the satis-
faction of providing pediatric care to families
that normally wouldn’t have access to an array
of services. Clearly, this Brooklyn native has
been California’s gain.

Madam Speaker, the San Mateo Medical
Foundation is right to honor the contributions
of Dr. Kaplan at a special ceremony on April
30. He has truly been a hero of healthcare for
our county and State.

HONORING POLISH NATIONAL DAY
HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, on May 3,
the people of Poland celebrated the 219-year
anniversary of the passage of the Constitution
of May 3, 1791. This Constitution is regarded
around the world as Europe’s first and the
world’s second modern codified national con-
stitution, following only the ratification of the
United States Constitution in 1788. This is a
great day not only for the Polish people but
also for freedom loving people around the
world.

The United States and Poland share similar
values and the two Constitutions reflect that
shared commitment to liberty for all people. In
fact, according to one Polish historian, the
May 3 Constitution was “founded principally
on those of England and the United States of
America . . . and adapted as much as pos-
sible to the local and particular circumstances
of the country.” In addition, historians have
pointed out a number of similarities between
the two Constitutions, including an advocacy
of a separation and balance of powers and a
bicameral legislature. Article V of the May 3
Constitution states that, “the integrity of the
states, civil liberty, and social order remain al-
ways in equilibrium.” The United States and
Poland share an unbreakable commitment to
freedom and liberty. | congratulate the people
of Poland on this momentous day.

In honor of this special day, | would like to
put into the RECORD a speech given by the
President of the European Parliament, Jerzy
Buzek, in honor of Polish National Day.

Dear Ambassador, Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am delighted to be here in this wonderful
old building, the Renwick Gallery, in the
heart of this nation’s capital.

Over the past few days, in my capacity as
President of the European Parliament, I
have been holding discussions here in Wash-
ington on issues relating to the European
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Union. I should therefore like to thank you,
Mr. Ambassador, for holding this reception
so that we might meet and celebrate to-
gether one of the key events in Polish his-
tory.

A few short steps away lies a park con-
taining monuments to great heroes of free-
dom and democracy. For the last century
and more, it has housed a monument to
Tadeusz Kosciuszko, a hero of two nations—
Poland and the United States—and a staunch
defender of the Polish Constitution of 3 May
1791—Europe’s first, and the world’s second,
such document.

This year’s Polish Constitution Day cele-
brations are overshadowed by the tragic
events of 10 April, which have shown how im-
portant a modern constitution is to Poland,
as indeed to any democratic country. During
this difficult period, the 1997 Constitution
has ensured continuity of government and a
stable Presidency in our country.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Having joined the European Union, Poland
now enjoys a two-fold partnership with the
United States: both as a sovereign state and
as an important member of a unique commu-
nity of 27 countries and close to half a billion
people.

The European Parliament, with its more
than 700 directly elected Members, is the
most democratic of the EU institutions. I be-
lieve that the time has now come for closer
relations to be forged between our Par-
liament and the U.S. Congress. Day-to-day
responsibility for doing so will lie with our
newly opened office in Washington, which
Piotr Nowina-Konopka was recently ap-
pointed to head up.

In today’s world, the partnership between
Europe and the United States is an alliance
whose importance cannot be overstated. And
it is because we are democracies that that
alliance should have a parliamentary dimen-
sion. The commemoration of 3 May is an ap-
propriate occasion to draw attention to this
fact, because constitutions are the supreme
expression of parliamentary law-making in
the majority of the world’s democracies.

May this anniversary inspire us, as politi-
cians, to be ever more effective in our efforts
to ensure the good of our free nations.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. JAMES
MEIER OF THE SAN MATEO MED-
ICAL CENTER

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Dr. James Meier, a dedicated physician
in my district who has devoted his career to
providing quality care to a generation of the
poor and less fortunate in San Mateo County.
| have had the pleasure of knowing Dr. Meier
for 30 years and have witnessed his passion
and dedication to his work.

Dr. Meier took a three-month temporary as-
signment at the San Mateo Medical Center
and stretched it to more than 40 years and
counting.

He has worked through the lean years when
the county board of supervisors nearly voted
to close the hospital. Those votes spurred an
effort to raise community awareness of the
Center’s services. Dr. Meier played a lead role
in forming the San Mateo Medical Center
Foundation which has helped garner the need-
ed public support to keep the hospital func-
tioning as a provider of high quality medical
care.
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Dr. Meier’s reason for coming to work each
day is captured in his positive attitude. He
heaps praise on the other doctors, nurses and
support staff who combine to make the center
a wonderful place to practice medicine.

Madam Speaker, the San Mateo Medical
Foundation is right to honor Dr. Meier's con-
tributions in a special ceremony on April 30th.
He is without question a hero of healthcare in
the county and State.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN J. HALL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam Speaker, on
March 16th, | missed rollcall vote 118 on pas-
sage of H. Res. 605. If | were present, | would
have voted “aye” in support of recognizing the
continued campaign to persecute, intimidate,
imprison, and torture Falun Gong practitioners
in China. | strongly supported this legislation.

The Chinese Government has conducted an
official program of persecution and suppres-
sion of practitioners of Falun Gong for ten
years. | join my colleagues in Congress in ex-
pressing sympathy to practitioners of Falun
Gong in China, the United States and around
the world, and in calling on the Chinese Gov-
ernment to end their campaign of discrimina-
tion, intimidation and imprisonment of Falun
Gong practitioners.

———

FOND DU LAC HIGH SCHOOL
SESQUICENTENNIAL

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, few events
resonate more within a community than mark-
ing a major anniversary of its only public high
school. This year, in my home town of Fond
du Lac, Wisconsin, we are celebrating 150
years of continuing commitment to academic
excellence that has been achieved by Fond du
Lac High School.

As described by G.K. Chesterton, one of the
most influential English writers of the 20th
century, “Education is simply the soul of a so-
ciety as it passes from one generation to an-
other.” | believe the generations of those who
have lived in Fond du Lac since the high
school first opened its doors in January of
1859 have been very well served.

Fond du Lac is similar to many cities of its
size throughout this great nation. Its citizens
are hardworking and civic-minded; they are
family-oriented and committed to their chil-
dren; and they understand the value of a high-
quality education. It is for these reasons the
high school is such a source of community
pride and so tightly woven into the fabric of
the community.

It was this commitment to education that ini-
tially drove concerned parents to petition for
the creation of a high school in October of
1858 in order to develop their children’s base
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of knowledge beyond the fundamentals. In
what has become recognized as a typical
American trait of every generation, they want-
ed their children to achieve more than they
had and they knew education was the key.
They also knew there needed to be a facility
where the work of education could be com-
pleted.

The first permanent high school in Fond du
Lac was built in 1865 at a cost of $17,000.
That building burned to the ground in 1868
but, undaunted, the community responded by
building a four-story, brick and stone facility,
which was completed in 1871 at a cost of
$45,000. As the city grew, its citizens re-
sponded by building larger schools, expanding
them, and when necessary replacing them, in
a cycle that has been repeated many times
over. How far we have come from the first
high school classes held in the Sewell Store
on Main Street to the expansive, multimillion-
dollar, high-tech school we have today.

But a high school is more than just bricks
and mortar; more important are the people
who have worked there and have been a part
of its development. As Fond du Lac celebrates
this important milestone, it is appropriate to re-
member individuals like George B. Eastman,
the first Superintendent of the Fond du Lac
Union High School District; Edwin Johnson
and M.S. Merrill, Fond du Lac High School’s
first teachers; and Julia Gibbons and John P.
McGalloway, who were among those who
served on the first elected school board in the
1920s. Those who belong to more recent gen-
erations will tell you not to forget Lowell P.
Goodrich, who served as Superintendent from
1923 through 1940 and after whom the high
school would be named for many years.

Through the generations, Fond du Lac High
School has graduated students who have
gone on to contribute to their communities and
professions in a wide array of occupations and
pursuits, demonstrating that education is in-
deed “the soul of a society.”

As we reflect on the profound impact of
education, please join me in congratulating the
people of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin as they cel-

ebrate the sesquicentennial of their high
school this year.
———
HONORING CITYLINK ON 40 YEARS
OF SERVICE

HON. AARON SCHOCK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 10th anniversary of the Greater
Peoria Mass Transit District, also known as
Citylink.

The Greater Peoria Mass Transit District
was first formed on May 4, 1970 to provide
public transportation to the Village of Peoria
Heights, West Peoria Township and the City
of Peoria.

In its first year of operation over 667,000
passengers rode the Citylink system. Since
that time the Greater Peoria Mass Transit Dis-
trict has expanded its area of operations to in-
clude East Peoria, Pekin and Bartonville. With
this expanded area of service the transit dis-
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trict was able to provide over 3,000,000 bus
rides to passengers this past year.

During its 40 years of service to the Greater
Peoria area, innovation has been key to the
success of the transit district. Citylink was the
first transit system in the country to take ad-
vantage of local commodities by implementing
ethanol-fueled buses into its fleet. A relation-
ship with the Peoria Historical Society was
also established in order to bring trolley-buses
into the district’s fleet. These trolleys were ob-
tained in order to provide for historical tours of
the area with the guide of local Peoria Histor-
ical Society Members.

Catering to the needs of its passengers has
been another key to the success of the transit
district. Citylink has extended early morning
and late night routes in order to help those
passengers with work shifts starting early or
ending late in the night. Along with these
hours of extended service, special fares were
established to help seniors, students and pas-
sengers who may be physically or mentally
challenged. In fact, over 118,000 trips were
given to paratransit riders during this past year
alone.

| wish to congratulate and thank the Greater
Peoria Mass Transit District and all the staff
members who have provided stellar service to
the entire Peoria area over the past 40 years.
It is my honor this day to congratulate them,
40 years after their inception.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. MARK
HIGHMAN OF THE SAN MATEO
MEDICAL CENTER

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Dr. Mark Highman, a cardiologist who
willingly chose the career path of public serv-
ice medicine over the more lucrative road of
private practice. | feel very fortunate to have
known Dr. Highman for 30 years. Clearly, dec-
ades of patients at the center who lacked in-
surance or the money to pay for it appreciate
his decision to practice at the San Mateo Med-
ical Center.

He was appointed Medical Director of the
Special Care Unit, Vice Chief of Medicine and
Chief of Cardiology to the center in 1977. Dr.
Highman also is an Associate Clinical Pro-
fessor of Medicine at Stanford University.

The diversity of patients and their medical
challenges prompted Dr. Highman to become
certified in critical care. He considers treating
the less fortunate to be, in his own words,
“richly rewarding” and that speaks volumes to
what this healer is all about. As a career-long
medical musketeer he is the embodiment of
the esprit de corps at the center.

Madam Speaker, Dr. Mark Highman is a
hero of healthcare to a generation of the less
fortunate in our county and State. The San
Mateo Medical Foundation is right to honor his
contributions at a special ceremony on April
30th.
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COMMENDING MR. IWAO MATSUDA

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speaker, |
rise to commend Mr. lwao Matsuda for his dili-
gence and many years of hard work in bring-
ing about closer United States-Japanese-Ko-
rean relations. We can all thank him for the
development of very close ties between the
legislatures of Japan and the United States.

The legislative exchange program he cre-
ated evolved into semiannual meetings be-
tween Members of the Diet and the U.S. Con-
gress. The personal and professional relation-
ships that have developed are key to the long
and solid alliance between our two democratic
nations.

He also played a key role in expanding
these exchanges to include South Korea once
it became a strong and vibrant democracy.

| note Mr. Matsuda was selected by Prime
Minister Koizumi to serve in the very pres-
tigious position as Minister of State for
Science and Technology Policy, Food Safety
and Information Technology.

Madam Speaker, it is therefore appropriate
for us to commend and thank Mr. Matsuda for
helping to foster peace and democracy in Asia
and | wish him well in his future endeavors.

HONORING MR. IWAO MATSUDA

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in honor of my good friend from
Japan, Mr. lwao Matsuda. He is a patriot who
has dedicated his life to his country and to the
people of Japan. | have worked with Mr.
Matsuda for many years and am saddened by
his retirement from the United States-Japan
Legislative Exchange Program (LEP).

Mr. lwao Matsuda served Japan for many
years in a variety of roles. One such role was
as a civil servant in the Ministry of Inter-
national Trade and Industry. Having served in
the Ministry for more than twenty years, he
learned the importance of the United States-
Japan friendship. Later in his career, as Mem-
ber of the Japanese Diet, Mr. Matsuda con-
stantly forged new pathways to improve
United States-Japan relations and he recog-
nized that at the core of improved relations
was a deeper cultural understanding of our
two countries. As a Member of the Diet, he
was in a unique position to forge a pathway to
closer ties. Thus, Mr. Matsuda helped launch
the LEP which is now one of the most suc-
cessful exchange programs in Congress.

As a founding father of the LEP, Mr.
Matsuda has been a leader in building a long-
lasting friendship between the United States
and Japan. His in-depth knowledge of the
United States has been a key to building the
LEP into the successful program that it is
today. Members of Congress, including my-
self, welcomed the knowledge and wisdom
that Matsuda shared at LEP meetings. Under
his leadership, Members of Congress and the
Diet have been able to break down barriers

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

and build lasting friendships that we all cher-
ish.

My wife Cheryl and | wish our good friend
Mr. lwao Matsuda all the best. As he makes
a change to the private sector, we both know
that Matsuda will continue make Japan proud.
| look forward to finding new ways to work
with my friend and | wish him well with future
endeavors.

HONORING MR. IWAO MATSUDA

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Ilwao Matsuda and his
many contributions toward strengthening the
relationship between the U.S., Japan, and
South Korea. His efforts in establishing the bi-
lateral Legislative Exchange Program between
the United States and Japan and his efforts to
expand the program to include South Korea
have cultivated the strong bond between our
countries and served to reinforce and uphold
our common democratic values.

Mr. Matsuda has worked tirelessly toward
improving relations between Japan and the
United States. In 1989, after becoming a
member of the Japanese Diet he helped
launch the first Legislative Exchange Program.
Troubled by bitter trade disputes between the
United States and Japan, his idea was to
bring together Members of Congress and
members of the Japanese Diet in an informal
setting to have a candid exchange of ideas to
address these key issues in United States-
Japanese relations.

This bi-lateral exchange has continued suc-
cessfully for the last twenty years and was ex-
panded in 2003 to include South Korea. The
semi-annual meeting between Members of
Congress, the Japanese Diet, and the South
Korean National Assembly continues to foster
candid discussions and is an important com-
ponent in the close alliance between our three
countries.

Madam Speaker, after twenty years of work-
ing to cultivate the relationship between the
United States, Japan, and South Korea, Mr.
lwao Matsuda is retiring from public office. It
is only appropriate that we take a moment to
honor his service and applaud his commitment
to the promotion of open dialogue and demo-
cratic ideals.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF PATTI MACLEISH GOR-
DON

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of National Teacher Day. Today, |
would like to recognize an extraordinary teach-
er from Central Florida who is making a sig-
nificant impact in the field of education in my
district and in the State of Florida, Patti
MacLeish Gordon. Mrs. Gordon was one of
five finalists for the Orange County Public
Schools 2011 Teacher of the Year and was
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selected earlier this year by Lifestyle Maga-
zine as one of Central Florida’s “Top Teach-
ers.”

Mrs. Gordon was born in Orlando, Florida
where she attended Lake Silver Elementary,
Lee Middle School, and graduated from Lake
Highland Preparatory School. Being born into
a family of teachers (her aunt, mother, and
older sister are also teachers), it is no surprise
that Patti graduated from Clemson University
with honors where she majored in Elementary
Education and Graphic Design. Mrs. Gordon
received her Masters degree in elementary
school counseling from the University of Cen-
tral Florida. She is a National Board-Certified
teacher, who has taught pre-school, 1st grade,
3rd grade, 5th grade, and was the elementary
school guidance counselor at Lake Highland
Preparatory School for 3 years. For the past
seven years, Mrs. Gordon has worked at
Princeton Elementary school as a gifted edu-
cation teacher.

Patti has gone above and beyond a tradi-
tional role of a teacher. She believes in teach-
ing through hands-on activities, service learn-
ing projects, and uses modern technology
whenever she can in her instruction. She not
only founded a Science Club in her school,
she also coordinates and teaches in the pro-
gram. Through her leadership and enthu-
siasm, over 125 students volunteer to partici-
pate in the Science Club after school. The en-
vironment is a passion for Patti and can be
seen through her “Green Team” initiative,
which has led to a complete ecological change
for her school.

Madam Speaker, Mrs. Gordon is a remark-
able example to educators all over our coun-
try. It is an honor to pay tribute to her accom-
plishments. | know the crucial impact teachers
can and do have on their students. Mrs. Gor-
don’s passion and dedication for teaching is
not only seen through her many awards, but
through the success of her students. Central
Florida is lucky, and grateful, to have an edu-
cator like Patti MacLeish Gordon.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TOWN OF
HILLSBOROUGH, CALIFORNIA

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the 100th Anniversary of the Town of
Hillsborough in my district. In fact, | am a
proud resident of this town. My children were
raised here and they have benefited from an
excellent public education system, particularly
in the middle grades where, aside from mas-
tering the basics, they confronted the chal-
lenges of malnutrition in Africa, homelessness
in our own country and the importance of pro-
tecting the environment. The spirit of altruism
that was instilled in them is one that per-
meates the entire community.

We often talk about good citizenship, a
sense of neighborhood and civic responsibility
as if they were things in our past. | can attest
that those values are alive and well in
Hillsborough under the able leadership of
Mayor Christine Krolik who states that 7,000
of the 11,000 total residents are registered to
vote. And that 11,000 number includes chil-
dren as well as adults, so a truly extraordinary
number of voting-age adults are actively par-
ticipating in our democracy.
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The people of Hillsborough have a real con-
nection to their town. The public schools are
a source of shining pride to the entire commu-
nity, and indeed diplomas my children earned
at Hillsborough public schools have a place of
distinction in our home. The dedicated public
servants of the Police, Fire, Public Works and
Administration Departments are among the
very best in our great state of California. The
town cares deeply about their natural re-
sources, and Hillsborough has set a very high
standard for preservation of public space and
preservation of natural beauty. Indeed, on the
occasion of the 100th anniversary, the town
will dedicate a new Centennial Park, which will
be donated by the Hillsborough Beautification
Foundation, which privately raised all of the
funds for this wonderful community treasure.

The town of Hillsborough has a rich tapestry
of history. Hillsborough has hosted Theodore
Roosevelt for a Presidential visit, as well as
Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton and George W.
Bush. Residents of Hillsborough have included
such notable citizens as Bing Crosby, William
Randolph Hearst, William Crocker and Rickey
Henderson.

There will be a Memorial Day Parade of the
Century planned for May 31. There is much to
celebrate in the past 100 vyears in
Hillsborough, and | join my many friends and
neighbors there in recognizing the 100th Anni-
versary of Hillsborough.

Madam Speaker, please join me in cele-
brating this great occasion for this great town.

———

HONORING STATE SENATOR
ROGER STEWART’S SERVICE

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise to thank lowa State Senator Roger Stew-
art for his service to lowa and our country.
Senator Stewart is retiring from the lowa State
Senate at the end of the 2010 state legislative
session.

Senator Stewart has represented Dubuque,
Jackson, and Clinton County in the lowa legis-
lature for the past eight years. He has been a
principled, pragmatic leader. Communities
throughout lowa have benefited from his com-
mitment to responsible economic development
and common sense business practices. Sen-
ator Stewart is chair of the Economic Growth
Committee and a member of the Ways and
Means Committee. He serves on the Rebuild
lowa Committee which is creating conditions
for sustainable development in communities
damaged during the 2008 Midwest floods and
tornados.

Senator Stewart has also been an effective
advocate for lowa farmers and agribusinesses.
He has received several awards for his work
on agriculture issues including the Chamber
Friends of Agriculture Award and the National
Banking Award for work during the 1980’s
farm crisis.

Madam Speaker, the Hawkeye State is for-
tunate to have great leaders like Roger Stew-
art. Please join me in thanking the Senator,
his wife Jennie, and the entire Stewart family.
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HONORING RONALD L. LYNN,
PRESIDENT OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL CODE COUNCIL BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the importance of building
safety, and to recognize the leadership of the
International Code Council (ICC). The ICC de-
velops and publishes the building safety, en-
ergy efficiency and fire safety model codes
used in most cities and States of the United
States, as well as in many other nations.

We don’t have to look far to see how impor-
tant the issue of building safety is to people in
America and around the world. This year, we
had sobering reminders of the importance of
properly enforced building codes in the after-
math of devastating earthquakes in Haiti and
Chile. The loss of life and catastrophic prop-
erty damage of those disasters might have
largely been avoided had modern building
codes been in place and enforced, as they are
throughout the U.S.

With those tragedies in mind, | want to con-
gratulate the leaders of the ICC who sponsor
Building Safety Month, celebrated in May. The
leaders of the ICC, including my constituent
and the Director of Development Services for
Clark County, the President of the Board of
Directors, Ronald L. Lynn, of Las Vegas, Ne-
vada; Vice President, James Brothers, from
Decatur, Alabama; Secretary/Treasurer, Wil-
liam Dupler, from Chesterfield, Virginia; Imme-
diate Past President, Adolf Zubia, from Las
Cruces, New Mexico; and Director Guy
Tomberlin, from Fairfax County, Virginia, have
joined ICC’s Chief Executive Officer Rick
Weiland in Washington this week to discuss
the critical need to support the adoption and
administration of the latest building codes, to
make sure Americans are safe at home, at
work, at school and at play.

In particular, | am pleased to take this op-
portunity to celebrate the many accomplish-
ments and contributions of Ron Lynn. During
a career that has spanned almost 30 years,
Ron has been an incredible asset to the Las
Vegas community and has played a central
role in helping our city grow. We have all ben-
efitted from his involvement in groups such as
the McCarran Airport Hazards Area Board of
Adjustment, Nevada Earthquake Safety Coun-
cil, Nevada Organization of Building Officials,
the Western States Seismic Policy Council's
Architecture, Engineering and Construction
Committee, the Nevada State Hazard Mitiga-
tion Planning Steering Committee, and the Ne-
vada Bureau of Mines and Geology Advisory
Committee.

Ron is among the very best of the thou-
sands of men and women who work every day
to make sure our buildings comply with build-
ing and fire codes. Their work, largely unseen
and often unnoticed, is critical to keeping
Americans safe.

Congratulations, Ron, on a distinguished ca-
reer spent ensuring the safety of your fellow
citizens, and congratulations to the hard work-
ing members and leadership of the ICC.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, on Thursday,
April 29, 2010, | was not present for rollcall
vote 241.

Had | been present for rollcall vote 241, a
motion to recommit H.R. 2499, the Puerto
Rico Democracy Act, | would have voted
“aye.”

—————

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF CALIFORNIA WATER AGEN-
CIES

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Association of California
Water Agencies on the occasion of their 100th
anniversary, aptly recognized as “A Century of
Leadership, Vision for the Future.”

The Association of California Water Agen-
cies, ACWA, was established in 1910 after
five irrigation districts united as one voice to
lay the groundwork for developing California’s
water supply and delivery system. The Asso-
ciation represents the interests of its members
at the State and Federal levels, and assists
them in promoting the development, manage-
ment, and use of quality water in an environ-
mentally balanced and cost-effective manner.
Since its inception, the work of the ACWA has
been reflected in scores of local, regional and
statewide water projects.

As the largest coalition of public water agen-
cies in the Nation, the ACWA has become a
leader on California water issues and a re-
spected voice in both the legislative and regu-
latory arenas in Sacramento and Washington,
DC. In 1991, the ACWA expanded its offices
to the District of Columbia to advocate for
California  water communities on Federal
issues. Since that time, the ACWA has partici-
pated in efforts that led to enactment of the
Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of
1996; efforts to keep MTBE out of drinking
water; efforts leading to the issuance of the
CALFED Record of Decision; efforts to derail
a Federal chlorate cleanup exemption and
produced “No Time to Waste: A Blueprint for
California’s Water Future” for the California
congressional  delegation, among other
achievements.

The Association of California Water Agen-
cies has been a guiding force in California’s
water policy for the past century, and they
continue to help shape the laws, policies and
regulations that affect the State’s urban and
agricultural water users. | ask my colleagues
to join me in recognizing the Association of
California Water Agencies for their advocacy
and leadership on California water issues, and
commending them for the role they have
played in developing the State’s water policies
and regulations. Again, congratulations to the
Association of California Water Agencies on
their centennial.
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN WARE

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that
| honor the life and memory of John Ware.
John was a remarkable person, and his vision
and ability truly embody the spirit of Dallas. As
city manager from December 1993 to August
1998, he was credited with leading the city’s
negotiations for the construction of American
Airlines Center and was the driving force in
creating the city we know today. After coura-
geously battling cancer, John passed away at
the age of 62.

John was born on March 16, 1948, in
Arkadelphia, Arkansas, to J.A. and Allie Ware.
He was married to Shirley Porter in 1974 and
to this union two sons were born. John was an
active member of Friendship West Baptist
Church in Dallas, Texas. He also actively
served in the United States Army, and during
his tour of duty in Vietnam he earned a
Bronze Star and Purple Heart.

John earned his B.A. degree from QOuachita
Baptist University, where he graduated Cum
Laude and was a member of the Inaugural
Honors Program. He received his M.P.A. de-
gree in 1974 from the Maxwell School at Syra-
cuse University where, in addition to earning
an academic scholarship, he was named an
Andrew Mellon Fellow. He holds certificates
from the University of Chicago Graduate
School of Business, the Jesse H. Jones Grad-
uate School of Management at Rice Univer-
sity, the Kellogg Graduate School of Manage-
ment at Northwestern University, the Wharton
School at the University of Pennsylvania, Co-
lumbia University Business School, the Cox
School of Business at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, and the Lyndon B. Johnson School of
Public Affairs at the University of Texas at
Austin.

John'’s innovative ideas and education were
truly profound, but it was really John’s person-
ality and personal investment in his work that
people remember. Truly, no one knew this
better than those who will miss him most—his
family. He is survived by his beloved wife,
Shirley Ware of Dallas; two sons, Jawn Ware
and Brandon Ware; four sisters, Cathie Mur-
phy, Rose Gale Jones, Gloria Hart, and An-
gela Helms; five brothers, Joshua Ware, Ollie
Charles Ware, Melvin Ware, Ronald Ware,
and Sabian Ware; and one grandchild.

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to be
able to bring the life and contributions of John
Ware to the attention of Congress and this na-
tion. His passion and dedication to his work
serve as an example to us all. John will be
deeply missed by those whose lives he
touched, but his memory will live on through
his contributions to Dallas and the work from
which we have all benefitted immensely. Dur-
ing this difficult time | would like to extend my
deepest sympathies to his family, and | ask
my fellow colleagues to join me in recognizing
and honoring this great man.
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PUERTO RICO DEMOCRACY ACT OF
2009

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 29, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2499) to provide
for a federally sanctioned self-determination
process for the people of Puerto Rico:

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Chairman, | stand in oppo-
sition to H.R. 2499, the Puerto Rico Democ-
racy Act. | believe that H.R. 2499 will lead to
a situation where the government of Puerto
Rico could demand recognition as the 51st
state in the Union despite the will of the Puer-
to Rican people. This bill represents the fourth
time since 1991 that Puerto Ricans have been
asked to vote on their status, and all four
times they have rejected statehood as their
desired political status. The two-step voting
process contained in this bill will skew the re-
sults in favor of a minority of the people who
support statehood, and drown out the voices
of the majority who do not.

| am also deeply troubled by the provision in
the bill that would allow anyone born in Puerto
Rico, but not currently residing there, to vote
in this plebiscite. With hundreds of thousands
of people born in Puerto Rico, but not residing
there, | believe this aspect of the bill dilutes
the voices of Puerto Rican residents and
again sets the stage for a skewed result sup-
porting statehood.

Finally, | believe that as a condition of pos-
sible statehood, Puerto Rico must officially
adopt English as its primary language. It is
currently officially a bilingual territory, where
only 1 in 5 people speak English fluently. The
last states admitted to the Union, Alaska and
Hawaii, both adopted English as their official
language and, although they respect the cul-
ture and language of their native population,
the vast majority of their populations are fluent
in English.

For these reasons, | cannot vote to support
H.R. 2499 or the Burton/Young Amendment,
which does not adequately ensure that English
would be the official language of Puerto Rico.

RECOGNIZING IWAO MATSUDA
HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, later this
week, the 43rd Session of the United States-
Japan Legislative Exchange Program and the
11th Session of the United States-Japan-
South Korea Trilateral Exchange Program will
commence here in the U.S. Capitol. These
meetings are the result of the vision and initia-
tive of lwao Matsuda, a Member of the House
of Councilors of the Japanese Diet. Sadly, it
also will be the last that we will have the privi-
lege of meeting with Mr. Matsuda as a Mem-
ber of the Diet, as he will be retiring. For this
reason, | want to honor Mr. Matsuda and offi-
cially recognize his many contributions to
United States-Japan relations and for fostering
greater friendship and cooperation between
the U.S. Congress and the Japanese Diet.
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Born in Gifu-City, Japan, in 1937, Mr.
Matsuda graduated from the University of
Tokyo in 1967. He started his career in public
service at the Ministry of International Trade
and Industry (MITI) with posting in various lo-
cations around the world—including the United
States. He served in the House of Represent-
atives of the Japanese Diet from 1986 to 1996
and was elected to the House of Councilors in
1998. Throughout his public service career, he
has served in a variety of distinguished posi-
tions, such as the Minister of State for Science
and Technology Policy, Food Safety and Infor-
mation Technology.

Early in his career in the Diet, Mr. Matsuda
saw the need for more open communications
between the U.S. and Japan. During that time,
when Japan-U.S. relations could be tense re-
garding trade and other issues, Mr. Matsuda
knew that personal interaction between Mem-
bers of Congress and Members of the Diet
could lead to greater understanding and co-
operation between our two countries. In 1989,
along with Rep. Norm Shumway and with as-
sistance from professors at George Wash-
ington University and others, the first meeting
of the United States-Japan Legislative Ex-
change Program was held. Semi-annual meet-
ings have been held since and, in 2003, the
exchange was expanded to include Members
of the South Korean National Assembly.

| have had the privilege of participating in
many meetings over the years, and consider
Mr. Matsuda to be a colleague and a friend.
He is an example to all of us in his leadership,
commitment to democratic values, and under-
standing of the importance of maintaining alli-
ances with friends in good times and bad.
Through his resolve in establishing the ex-
change, we are able to discuss issues of com-
mon concern in an open, informal way that
leads to better understanding and stronger
partnerships.

So it is altogether fitting that we recognize
the many contributions of lwao Matsuda as his
final exchange program begins. He has had a
lasting impact on United States-Japan-South
Korean relations, and we are thankful for—and
honor—his leadership, service and friendship
today.

THANKING GEORGE BARTON AND
COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE INC.

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise to recognize and thank Mr. George Barton
and the entire Community Health Care Inc.
(CHC) team for working to meet the health
care and wellness needs of the lowa and llli-
nois Quad Cities. This spring George starts as
CEO of the federally qualified health center
(FQHC) in Madison, Wisconsin, but Commu-
nity Health Care will continue to thrive be-
cause of the foundation this team has built
over the past years.

In the Quad Cities—like so many commu-
nities in America—we have an urgent need for
health care services for low and moderate in-
come families, individuals who are under-
insured or have no insurance, Medicaid eligi-
ble patients, and children who rely on state
children’s health insurance programs. Fortu-
nately there are three FQHC’s in my district—
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including Community Health Care—where
thousands of my constituents can get access
to high quality care with payment options that
meet their specific needs. CHC alone serves
31,000 patients throughout the Quad Cities
and manages 119,000 unique visits per year.
By 2012 the CHC team will be serving 40,000
patients annually. Under George’s leadership,
CHC has dramatically expanded their services
by opening new outpatient clinics, enhancing
relationships with regional hospitals physician
groups, and adding multiple dental suites to
meet the incredible need for childhood and
adult dental care.

Madam Speaker, | advocate for our federal
community health centers because people like
George Barton and the CHC team get results.
They dramatically improve health and wellness
in our communities and are invaluable to solv-
ing one of the most critical issues facing our
country today—access to health care. Please
join me in thanking George and this team for
their service.

RWANDAN GENOCIDE

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I've
spent my entire career advocating for victims,
for those that have suffered at the hands of
perpetrators both as a former judge in Texas
and as founder and co-chair of the Victims’
Rights Caucus. It grieves me that people re-
sort to violence and commit such atrocities to
their fellow neighbor. On April 6, 1994 and for
the next three months our world learned an
important lesson—violence is not the answer,
nor is watching and doing nothing.

Sixteen years ago, beginning on April 6,
1994 more than 800,000 persons were killed
in the Rwandan genocide, many being Tutsis.

A shot-down plane of Rwandan President
Juvenal Habyarimana, a Hutu, and his death
sparked the beginnings of the genocide be-
cause the very next day, April 7, 1994, the
Rwandan Armed Forces (FAR) and the
interahamwe went out and slaughtered thou-
sands of people by setting up roadblocks and
then going house to house killing Tutsis and
moderate Hutus. The slaying went on for the
next 100 days.

On June 22, 1994 the U.S. used the word
“genocide” only after the Security Council de-
ployed French forces in South West Rwanda.
On February 19, 1995 Western countries com-
mitted to sending $600 million in aid, with $60
million coming from the United States. Rwan-
da bears a deep and grave loss from this trag-
edy, and the international community has
come around them to support, encourage and
comfort.

Much was said during this conflict, but little
was done. We can do better. We must do bet-
ter.

We send our sympathies out to the loved
ones who died in the Rwandan genocide. We
know that they are still greatly missed even
sixteen years later. May we remember this
time when so many lost their lives, and may
we do better in interceding during future con-
flicts. Let us always take a stand against vio-
lence.
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
MS. CHRISTINE MILES

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of Ms. Chris-
tine Miles of Berea, Ohio, a remarkable
woman who has dedicated her life to her dual
passions of music and helping children. Ms.
Miles has worked on my staff for 14 years, but
she has been my friend for almost 40 years.
She brings joy into the lives of thousands of
young men and women through her work as
a music therapist and her role in creating and
managing the 10th Congressional District Art
Contest, which she has organized for 14 con-
secutive years.

Ms. Miles is simply one of the most inter-
esting people you could ever hope to meet.
She has a deep passion for cooking and gar-
dening. Her home is a calming oasis of his-
tory, warmth and love. She has dedicated her
life to the arts and to service to her commu-
nity. An alumna of Baldwin-Wallace Conserv-
atory of Music, Ms. Miles has been honored
for her to devotion to music as a performer, a
teacher and as a music therapist for children.

Ms. Miles was elected to the Berea City
Council in 1972 and in 1976, she became a
special aid to U.S. Congressman Ron Mottl.
She was the first woman to Chair the Ohio
Democratic Delegation to a presidential con-
vention where she was a delegate for Jimmy
Carter. She served as President Carter’'s dep-
uty co-coordinator for his Ohio Campaign. She
later served on the National Advisory Board
on Ambassadorial Appointments. She has also
served as a Member of the Advisory Com-
mittee on the Arts at the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts.

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please
join me in honor and recognition of Ms. Chris-
tine Miles, a strong supporter of the arts who
has made Northeast Ohio a more beautiful
place to live through her work, her consistent
dedication to the well being of children, and
her very presence. Thank you, Chris.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF GEORGE
THOMLINSON

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, allow me
to recognize and pay tribute to Mr. George
Thomlinson who recently received the Spirit of
Service award from the Warrensburg Stake of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. This annual award recognizes a mem-
ber of the community who shows an out-
standing commitment to service and vol-
unteerism.

Although Mr. Thomlinson has worked for 31
years as an insurance agent with Farmers In-
surance Group in Sedalia, Missouri, volun-
teering remains his true calling. Since 1995,
Mr. Thomlinson has been involved with the
Sedalia-Pettis County United Way. As presi-
dent and campaign chair, Mr. Thomlinson
helped raise hundreds of thousands of dollars
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for charitable organizations in Pettis County,
and he currently serves on the board as first
vice president.

Over the years, he has also served as
president of the Liberty Center Association for
the Arts, a member of the Salvation Army Ad-
visory Board, and a board member of the Se-
dalia Rotary Club. For 2 years, he was presi-
dent of the Sedalia Area Chamber of Com-
merce, and he was awarded the “Volunteer of
the Year” award in 2002 for his service with
the Chamber.

Though his commitments are wide and di-
verse, few have meant more to Mr.
Thomlinson than his work with Ducks Unlim-
ited, an organization that has conserved, re-
stored, and protected over 12 million acres of
habitat in North America. After serving as the
Missouri State chairman for 3 years, this year
he will be nominated to become a regional
vice president.

Madam Speaker, let me take this means to
recognize Mr. Thomlinson for his tireless serv-
ice to our community and for the impeccable
example he and his wife Holly have set for
their daughter Vanessa and us all.

———————

IMPLEMENTING MANAGEMENT
FOR PERFORMANCE AND RE-
LATED REFORMS TO OBTAIN
VALUE IN EVERY ACQUISITION
ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5013) to amend
title 10, United States Code, to provide for
performance management of the defense ac-
quisition system, and for other purposes:

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chair, | rise today
in support of H.R. 5013, the IMPROVE Acqui-
sition Act of 2010, which will implement re-
forms that reduce waste within the Department
of Defense, DOD. This important legislation
will help ensure that our government’s second
largest department acts efficiently and effec-
tively in its pursuit of our national security.

| thank Chairman SKELTON for his leadership
in bringing this bill to the floor. | also thank the
sponsor of this legislation, Congressman ROB-
ERT ANDREWS, for his dedication to enacting
substantive government reform that protects
taxpayers and makes our Federal Government
work more efficiently on behalf of the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Chair, in 2009, the DOD’s budget was
$680 billion, the second largest budget of all
executive branch departments. The American
taxpayer deserves our best effort to ensure
that this money is spent efficiently, effectively,
and in areas of the most need. H.R. 5013 will
aid in this effort by ensuring the DOD gets the
maximum value possible from its acquisitions.
The bill will require that the DOD set perform-
ance standards and goals for all acquisitions.
It then requires all acquisitions to be subjected
to regular assessments to ensure that these
goals are being met.

This legislation also directs the Secretary of
Defense to manage and develop a highly
skilled workforce that ensures that the DOD
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gets the best possible value out of its expendi-
tures. The bill requires that an enhanced sys-
tem of incentives be put in place to encourage
employees to reach performance goals. Fi-
nally, H.R. 5013 will require that all companies
receiving DOD contracts are subjected to
comprehensive audits that ensure that their
federal dollars are spent wisely and efficiently.

| have long been an advocate of increased
government efficiency and accountability. As
the holder of a master's degree in business
administration and a former employee in the
private sector, | understand the importance of
government being as economically efficient as
possible. At a time of economic hardship
across in the United States, government
should spend its money carefully and effi-
ciently, just like households and businesses
across the country.

Moreover, increased efficient and account-
ability is the fair thing for the American people.
The American people deserve a government
that works for them. If government is going to
spend their hard-earned tax-payer dollars, it
must do so in a way that gets the best pos-
sible value out of every single dollar. H.R.
5013 will help achieve this goal. By ensuring
that the DOD limits waste, this bill will play a
critical part in the effort to run our government
more effectively and in a way that protects the
American taxpayer.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 5013.

IN HONOR OF JAMES E. BENNETT

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | rise on be-
half of myself, Representative FRANK WOLF,
Congresswoman ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON,
Representative JIM MORAN, Representative
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, and Representative GER-
ALD CONNOLLY to recognize James E. Bennett,
the President and Chief Executive Officer of
the Metropolitan Washington Airports Author-
ity, Airports Authority, who has announced his
retirement after 14 years of exceptional public
service to the agency, the region, and the Na-
tion. During his tenure at the Airports Author-
ity, Mr. Bennett expertly guided the significant
expansion and modernization of Washington
Dulles International Airport and Ronald
Reagan Washington National Airport, while si-
multaneously undertaking the challenge of
managing the Dulles Toll Road and con-
structing the long planned Metrorail line to
Dulles Airport and Loudoun County.

Whether one is a visitor to either of these
world-class airports or watching the construc-
tion of the Metrorail line, it is not difficult to ap-
preciate the bold vision and many accomplish-
ments of Jim Bennett. Reagan National and
Dulles International Airports combined served
a total of more than 40 million passengers in
2009. In difficult economic times, both airports
retained service to all top 50 domestic mar-
kets, bringing valuable, new air service to the
metropolitan Washington region. Mr. Bennett’s
leadership also brought to completion $3 bil-
lion of capital development projects, providing
improved passenger service and enhanced
ability to accommodate increased air service
and passenger volume.
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At Dulles International, a new security mez-
zanine and the state-of-the-art AeroTrain,
were recently put into service. These monu-
mental improvements return Dulles Inter-
national to the form and function that Architect
Eero Saarinen, envisioned for this beautiful
landmark when it opened in 1962. At Reagan
National, Mr. Bennett guided the addition of
expanded parking and completion of a new
Public Safety Communications Center to ex-
pand the Airports Authority’s emergency oper-
ations capabilities.

In everything Jim Bennett has done, the in-
terests of the public have been paramount. He
has guided reinvestments in Washington Dul-
les and Reagan National Airports ensuring
that these valuable facilities are equipped to
serve travelers throughout the next decades,
continuing to be important economic catalysts,
providing jobs and business development op-
portunities for the region. He took on the Dul-
les Metrorail Project, proposing an innovative
financing plan to bring transit service to Dulles
Airport and the entire Dulles Corridor. The
project is on budget and on schedule, indic-
ative of Mr. Bennett's stellar management
skills.

This region has had the unique benefit of
having had one the country’s finest airport
managers, as well as a consummate public
servant, in Jim Bennett. We all owe him a
debt of gratitude for his leadership, integrity,
humility and inspiration. | ask that my col-
leagues join me and the National Capital re-
gion in expressing our heartfelt gratitude to
Jim Bennett for his vision and legacy of trans-
portation improvements that he has left for the
region and the Nation.

HONORING IWAO MATSUDA
HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor my longtime friend and re-
spected colleague, lwao Matsuda. Matsuda-
san is arriving in Washington today for a
meeting of the United States-Japan Legislative
Exchange Program, a project he founded to
encourage meaningful dialogue between our
two countries. He has a long and honorable
history of service to Japan as an elected offi-
cial, first in the House of Representatives and
later in the House of Councilors in the Diet.
Matsuda-san has always been interested in
resolving tensions and improving the relation-
ship between the United States and Japan,
and it was this drive that led to the creation
and continuing success of the Legislative Ex-
change Program.

Members of the Diet and the Congress have
grown to understand the importance of the
United States-Japan Legislative Exchange
Program. The two delegations have had the
privilege of getting to know each other, and if
there is ever a problem, we know who to call
to find out more about it. These personal con-
nections are vital to creating understanding
between our legislatures and our nations. But
I would like to point out another facet of
Matsuda-san’s contribution. Not only has he
helped us to know each other and to create
personal relationships, but his work has tran-
scended his own personal relationships and
left us all with an enduring legacy.
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I honor my friend Matsuda-san’s life and
work, and | wish him a peaceful retirement.
My colleagues and | will never forget his kind
hospitality, both in official and personal set-
tings, and | look forward to continuing our
friendship in the years to come.

———

CONGRESSIONAL CERTIFICATE OF
MERIT WINNERS

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the accomplished students who
earned the Certificate of Congressional Merit
for their exemplary citizenship and academic
excellence. Eleven students from Minnesota’s
Sixth District were nominated by their schools
for this prestigious award and it is a great
privilege to be able to share their accomplish-
ments with this Congress.

These students have shown that they can
set and achieve goals, work as a team mem-
ber or a leader, and contribute to a larger
cause all while making time for study and
friendships as well. They have made signifi-
cant contributions to their schools and commu-
nities and stand out to faculty and staff as stu-
dents that would never ask for recognitions for
their efforts.

| rise today, Madam Speaker, to honor
these 11 students for their successful high
school careers and to wish them all the best
in their bright futures: Kaia Larson, Meadow
Creek Christian School; Kara Peterson, Beck-
er High School; Danielle Liebl, Rocori High
School; Taylor Haag, Paynesville Area High

School; Matthew Vogel, Saint Francis High
School; Zachary Johnson, Monticello High
School; Duy Nguyen, Spring Lake Park High

School; Travis Taylor, New Life Academy;
Sandra Arnold, Delano High School; Emily
Bloch, Immaculate Conception Academy; and
Kelsey Vigoren, Kimball Area High School.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating these students for their hard work
and wishing them the best of luck. As the Irish
poet and Noble Peace Prize winner William
Butler Yeats said, “Education is not the filling
of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” In these
students, a fire has been lit. They are the
bright future we have to look forward to in
Minnesota, and in our Nation.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is
$12,876,734,073,745.72.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $2,288,594,800,033.30 so far this Con-
gress.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.
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NATIONAL TEACHER
APPRECIATION WEEK

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
am pleased to support this resolution to com-
memorate National Teacher Appreciation
Week and to recognize the importance of
teachers in ensuring that Americans receive a
quality education.

Teachers are heroes in our communities.
None of us in Congress would be where we
are today without the influence of those teach-
ers who shaped our lives. They corrected us
when we were wrong and they praised us
when we were right. They taught us how to
read and write, think critically, add and sub-
tract, and they opened our minds to past
events, scientific discoveries, and different cul-
tures and civilizations. They encouraged us to
follow our dreams and inspired us to reach our
full potential.

My parents were educators in this vein. My
father served as the first President of Bishop
College in Mobile, Alabama, and my mother
worked as a librarian. | saw through them how
our teachers work miracles in the classroom
day in and day out. They truly deserve the
strongest praise we have to offer.

Benjamin Franklin once said that “an invest-
ment in education pays the best dividends.” It
is our teachers who are responsible for the
value of that investment, and | urge all of my
colleagues to join me in commemorating them
for their outstanding work.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF IWAO MATSUDA TO
THE US-JAPAN LEGISLATIVE EX-
CHANGE PROGRAM

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the contributions of Iwao
Matsuda, Co-chairman of the U.S.-Japan Leg-
islative Exchange Program (LEP).

LEP is the longest standing and among the
most successful legislative exchange pro-
grams in the U.S. Congress. This week marks
LEP’s 22nd year and 43rd consecutive ses-
sion. Mr. Matsuda has played a tremendous
role in making LEP a rewarding program.

| have had the privilege of participating in
several LEP meetings with Mr. Matsuda. He
has been a remarkable leader of LEP and rep-
resentative of the people of Japan.

As a member of the Japan Diet, Mr.
Matsuda was troubled by the sometimes bitter
trade disputes between the United States and
Japan and wanted to find a way to improve
communications and understanding among the
legislatures of Japan and the United States. In
1988, Mr. Matsuda took the far-sighted initia-
tive of contacting friends in the U.S. Congress
and at the George Washington University to
create a program that would encourage per-
sonal and informal discussions among U.S.
and Japanese parliamentarians. This was the
beginnings of LEP.
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As time passed, Mr. Matsuda sought to ex-
pand the U.S.-Japan Legislative Exchange
Program to include members of the South Ko-
rean National Assembly and initiated in 2003
the U.S.-dJapan-South Korea Trilateral Legisla-
tive Exchange Program (TLEP), which meets
regularly with LEP to foster closer ties and un-
derstanding among the democratic legislatures
of the three countries.

After twenty-plus years of public service, Mr.
Matsuda, a true visionary of the promotion of
democratic ideals, will be retiring, and this will
be his last LEP session.

Mahalo nui loa (thank you very much), Mr.
Matsuda, for all that you have done to
strengthen U.S.-Japan-South Korean friend-
ships and expand understanding among the
free peoples of the Asian-Pacific region and
the world at large.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to explain how | would
have voted on rollcall votes cast on April 29,
2010. Due to prior commitments in Houston, |
was returning home and was not able to make
the last series of votes. Had | been present,
| would have voted on the following:

“No,” on rollcall vote #234, the Foxx of
North Carolina Amendment;

“No,” on rollcall vote #235, the Gutierrez of
lllinois Amendment No. Two;

“No,” on rollcall vote #236, the Gutierrez of
lllinois Amendment No. Three;

“Yes,” on rollcall vote #237, the Burton of
Indiana Amendment;

“No,” on rollcall vote #238, the Velazquez of
New York Amendment No. Five;

“No,” on rolicall vote #239, the Velazquez of
New York Amendment No. Six;

“No,” on rollcall vote #240, the Velazquez of
New York Amendment No. Seven;

“No,” on rollcall vote #241, the Motion to
Recommit on H.R. 2499 the Puerto Rico De-
mocracy Act;

“Yes,” on rollcall vote #242, on passage of
H.R. 2499 the Puerto Rico Democracy Act.

Madam Speaker, | am a cosponsor of H.R.
2499, and strongly supported its passage in a
statement made last week. | am pleased this
legislation has passed the House and hope to
see it move forward in the Senate to give the
people of Puerto Rico and opportunity to de-
termine their future.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL
DAVID FURNESS, USMC

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, today |
recognize and pay tribute to Colonel David
Furness, United States Marine Corps, on the
occasion of his transfer from the liaison office.
I, and many other members of this chamber,
have had the pleasure of working with him
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over the past two years that he has served as
part of U.S. Marine Corps Office of Legislative
Affairs and as the Director of the USMC Liai-
son Office in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

Colonel Furness expertly represented the
Marine Corps on all matters in the U.S. House
of Representatives and spearheaded the Ma-
rine Corps’ most difficult and challenging legis-
lative initiatives from June 2008 to May 2010.
Through his direct and skillful interaction with
Members of Congress, he ensured that Marine
Corps requirements were widely understood
by key Members and staff to guarantee the
best possible support to the Marine Corps. He
also successfully oversaw, planned, coordi-
nated, and escorted more than 150 inter-
national and domestic trips for high-level Con-
gressional and Staff Delegations.

Furthermore, Colonel Furness managed,
trained and mentored a team of Legislative Li-
aison Officers and House Legislative Fellows
and created an environment that fostered
teamwork and professionalism. He led Com-
pany and Field Grade Officers and ensured
they better understood both the message of
the Commandant and the role of the Congress
in National Security matters. Colonel Furness
contributed immeasurably to making capable
Liaison Officers who will return to the Marine
Corps Fleet with a better understanding of
how Congress and the Corps work closely to-
gether to win our Nation’s battles.

Through it all, Colonel Furness has been
able to ensure that Members of Congress and
their staffs never forget the purpose and focus
of the Marine Corps: the Marines themselves.

Madam Speaker, through all of these ac-
tions, and many more, Colonel Furness has
maintained and improved the U.S. House of
Representatives’ view of the Marine Corps.
His performance has made a lasting impact on
the readiness of the Marine Corps, laying the
groundwork for continued Marine successes
on Capitol Hill.

———

INTRODUCTION OF OUTDOOR
LIGHTING EFFICIENCY BILL, H.R.
5201

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, three years
ago, Congressman UPTON and | introduced
legislation—which became law in 2007 as part
of the Energy Independence and Security
Act—that will revolutionize the way Americans
light their homes.

Our legislation banned the famously ineffi-
cient 100-watt incandescent light bulb by
2012, will phase out remaining inefficient light
bulbs by 2014, and requires that light bulbs be
at least three times as efficient as today’s 100-
watt incandescent bulb by 2020.

That bill was the product of bipartisan and
bicameral efforts to forge a consensus be-
tween industry and environmental groups. The
result was not only broadly accepted, it was
groundbreaking. The Alliance to Save Energy
estimates that the provisions will eventually
save $18 billion in energy costs every year,
and prevent the emission of 100 million tons
of carbon dioxide annually by 2030. That's the
equivalent of taking 20 million cars off the
road.
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If we are serious about getting our arms
around both climate change and reducing our
dependence on oil, we now have to address
outdoor lighting. It is the other side of the coin.
Lighting consumes 22 percent of all electricity
generated in the U.S. Outdoor lighting for
streets, parking lots and area lighting con-
sumes about 20 percent of that total. Up to 25
percent of household electricity goes to light
outdoor spaces, according to the California
Energy Commission.

H.R. 5201, the bipartisan bill we are intro-
ducing today, is identical to legislation intro-
duced by Senators BINGAMAN and MURKOWSKI.
It reflects a compromise with industry and the
environmental community. And it builds on the
provision we added to the American Clean En-
ergy and Security Act reported by the House
Energy and Commerce Committee last May.

The legislation imposes standards for out-
door lights in three tiers. The first tier takes ef-
fect three years after the bill becomes law, the
second in 2016 and the third in 2021.

By 2030 the new efficient outdoor lights are
expected to save the equivalent power output
of three to six nuclear plants or 6 to 10 large
coal fired plants every year.

It will also save us money. As the Grandma
of the Blue Dogs, that’s important to me. And
given skyrocketing deficits and the ongoing re-
cession, it ought to be important to this Con-

ress. Annual savings will be in the range of
32.8 billion to $5.1 billion by 2030.

By 2030 carbon emissions will also be re-
duced in a major way—from 4.48 to 7.95 met-
ric tons annually, the equivalent of taking ap-
proximately 3 to 5.4 million cars off the road

The bill also protects the efforts of early
innovators like California, which has already
passed an aggressive outdoor lighting stand-
ard.

And this bill is consensus legislation at its
best. It shows what we can do when Demo-
crats and Republicans and manufacturers and
environmentalists work toward the same goal.

| urge its prompt enactment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RON KLEIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to state how | would have voted on
Thursday, April 29, 2010 when | was unavoid-
ably detained.

Had | voted, | would have voted “yes” on
rolicall No. 242.

———

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
JOHN LONSAK

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of John Lonsak
on the occasion of his retirement after 41
years of service to the library system of Great-
er Cleveland.

For eight years, Mr. Lonsak served as exec-
utive director of the Cuyahoga County Public
Library system. He also served as regional li-
brary manager for the Parma and Fairview
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Park library systems. Mr. Lonsak has worked
to promote and develop innovative projects
and programs hosted at the Rocky River Li-
brary and throughout the Rocky River commu-
nity. He served as past president of the Cleve-
land Metropolitan Library system and is a life-
long member of the Ohio Library Council and
the American Library Association. In 2001, Mr.
Lonsak was honored with the Director Award
by the Ohio Library Council and was named
the Librarian of the Year for his development
of a universal library card.

Mr. Lonsak’s enthusiasm for libraries began
in childhood when his mother regularly
brought him to story hours at the Eastman
branch of the Cleveland Public Library. He
earned a bachelor's degree from Cleveland
State University and a Master of Library
Science from Case Western University. When
he became director of the Rocky River library
six years ago, Mr. Lonsak worked to oversee
an expansive renovation project, which in-
cluded the restoration of the interior built in
1928, an expansion of the children’s depart-
ment and the renovation of the public com-
puter center. A new lobby and children’s room
were also included in the renovation.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and recognition of John Lonsak,
whose service to the Greater Cleveland Com-
munity is deeply appreciated.

———————

CONGRATULATING ARLISS STUR-
GULEWSKI AND CONGREGATION
BETH SHOLOM

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker,
each year Congregation Beth Sholom of An-
chorage selects a distinguished Alaskan to re-
ceive its annual “Shining Lights” award. The
Shining Lights award has a dual purpose, in
that it expresses appreciation for the hon-
oree’s contributions to the 49th State and its
people, and also inspires others to emulate
the honoree’s good works, in the spirit of
“Tikkun Olam”—the repair of the world. This
year, 2010, Congregation Beth Sholom has
chosen former State  Senator  Arliss
Sturgulewski to receive the Shining Lights
Award.

| proudly commend the selection of Arliss
Sturgulewski as the recipient of the 2010 Shin-
ing Lights Award. | remember when Arliss was
a state senator between 1978 and 1992, was
the Republican candidate for Governor of
Alaska in 1986 and 1990, and served as an
elected member of the Anchorage Charter
Commission and the Anchorage Assembly. In
addition to her elective offices, Arliss has
served on numerous boards and commissions,
such as the Municipality of Anchorage’s Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission and the Board of
Examiners and Appeals.

A parent herself, Arliss’s interest in Alaska’'s
youth has been made manifest by her leader-
ship as a trustee for the Anchorage YMCA,
and at the University of Alaska through her
service as a member of the Advisory Council
for the School of Fisheries and Ocean Serv-
ices, the University of Alaska Foundation, and
the Anchorage Chancellor's Council. A grad-
uate of the University of Washington, Arliss
was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws de-
gree from the University of Alaska Anchorage.

The immeasurable contributions of Arliss
Sturgulewski are an inspiration to Alaskans in
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all regions and walks of life. In particular, it is
certain that Arliss has inspired many Alaska
women to either seek public office or to be-
come otherwise involved as political, business
and community leaders, to the great benefit of
Alaskans everywhere.

| would like to congratulate Arliss and Con-
gregation Beth Sholom on the occasion of this
well-deserved award.

—————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF WORKERS' MEMO-
RIAL DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 27, 2010

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today as a cosponsor of H. Res. 375, which
supports the goals and ideals of Workers’ Me-
morial Day, recognizes the importance of
worker health and safety, and encourages the
Occupational Safety and Health Administra-
tion, OSHA, employers, and employees to
support activities aimed at increasing aware-
ness of the importance of workplace safety.
This legislation serves as an important tribute
to the men and women who have been killed
or injured in the workplace and a reminder of
the need for a national effort to ensure that
workplaces across the country are as safe as
possible.

| thank Chairman MILLER for his leadership
in bringing this resolution to the floor. | also
thank the sponsor of this legislation, Con-
gresswoman EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, for her
dedication to ensuring a safe and healthy en-
vironment for all workers in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, every year, about 5,000 indi-
viduals are killed due to workplace related in-
juries. That is an average of 14 workers each
day that die due to an accident in the work-
place. In an advanced, industrialized society,
these numbers are simply unacceptable. Many
workers in my district are employed by the
Port of Long Beach, where they operate com-
plicated machinery and move heavy equip-
ment to help facilitate the movement of goods
throughout the United States. They deserve
our best effort to provide them with a safe
workplace as they perform this important work.
Recent workplace tragedies, such as the
death of the 29 coal miners in the disaster at
the Upper Big Branch Mine in Raleigh County,
West Virginia, and the explosion of the
Transocean Deepwater Horizon oil rig in the
Gulf of Mexico that left 17 workers injured and
11 missing, have made even clearer the need
for increased workplace protections in the
United States. Hopefully, we can take these
horrible tragedies as a call to ensure that the
necessary workplace safety and health regula-
tions are in place for all Americans. Regard-
less of whether you work in an office complex
or a textile mill, a steel plant or on an oil rig,
every American deserves the assurance of
knowing that he or she is safe at work.

Mr. Speaker, our nation needs a sustained
and heightened focus on safety in the work-
place, so that every employee in the United
States can work in a healthy environment and
return home safely to his or her family at the
end of the day. This resolution is an important
step in that effort.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H. Res. 375.
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