May 6, 2010

As a native Texan, Judge Vasquez was
raised in a small historic neighborhood in La-
redo. He had a modest upbringing as the sixth
child out of seven. In 1972, he graduated from
Martin High School and attended Junior Col-
lege for 2 years. He received his Bachelor of
Arts and Juris Doctor Degree from the Univer-
sity of Houston in 1979. Soon after, he started
his career as an Attorney at Law for the La-
redo Legal Aid. In 1981, he became the
youngest Justice of the Peace elected in La-
redo and served Precinct 1 for 5 years while
at the Law Offices of Raul Vasquez. Judge
Vasquez was elected Judge of the County
Court at Law #1, serving for 12 years. He was
also a faculty member for the Texas College
for New Judges, where he lectured on issues
regarding domestic violence. The end of this
year, Judge Vasquez plans on retiring, bring-
ing a close to his professional career of over
28 years of being a judge. His leadership and
successful career have truly benefited the
community and courtrooms with fairness and
justice.

Not only has Judge Vasquez held an es-
teemed and honorable career, he also devotes
much of his time to community organizations
for helping troubled youth. His passion for
helping the youth led him to be the Founding
Member of the Laredo Youth Conference,
Webb County Angel Wish, and Children’s Co-
alition. He also served on Advisory Boards for
Communities in Schools, SCAN, and Child Ad-
vocacy. Judge Vasquez has been a Member
of numerous organizations such as the Webb
County Court Administration of Judges, State
Bar of Texas, Laredo Bar Association, and
Webb County Auditor's Department. Through-
out the past 20 years, he has been recognized
on various honors. He was awarded the
LULAC Tejano Achiever Award, Law Day
Honorary Chair, and Crime Stopper Alfa
Award.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor and pleas-
ure to have had this time to recognize Judge
Raul Vasquez on his career and community
involvement. He has contributed his time,
knowledge, and efforts to the judiciary and to
community outreach for our youth.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 6, 2010
Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
255, | was away from the Capitol due to com-

mitments in my Congressional District. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yes.”

———

HONORING THE BROADCASTING
CAREER OF PEDRO GARCIA AND
HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE COM-
MUNITY

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to commend Pedro Gar-
cia for his 40 years of service to Connecticut
and Puerto Rico as a broadcaster and sports
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commentator in these communities. On May 9,
2010, Mr. Garcia will deservedly be recog-
nized by community leaders in Connecticut for
his outstanding career and service to others.

Born in Patillas, Puerto Rico, Pedro Garcia
comes from a humble and hardworking family,
including his parents Irene Cruz and Enrique
Garcia, and his fourteen brothers and sisters.
While Mr. Garcia’s parents and four of his sib-
lings remain in Puerto Rico, the rest of his
family lives in my home State of Connecticut.

Pedro Garcia is widely known throughout
the world and respected for his profes-
sionalism and tremendous talent as a broad-
caster and sports commentator. He first en-
deared himself to the Connecticut region in his
work for WEHW in Windsor, CT beginning in
1968 and for WLVH in Hartford, CT in 1970.
He then went on to WLIY and WNEL in Puerto
Rico before returning to Connecticut to work
for WRYM in Newington for the past two and
a half decades.

In addition to his broadcasting career, Mr.
Garcia has a long history of involvement in the
community. He has served as the Master of
Ceremonies for the Puertorriquen Parade in
Connecticut and worked with former Con-
necticut State Representative Maria Sanchez
to address the needs of the Latino Commu-
nity. | also commend Mr. Garcia for his impor-
tant work with other countries, such as Colom-
bia, the Dominican Republic, and Peru, where
he reported on education, health, sports and
politics.

Pedro Garcia has touched many lives and is
especially loved for his sense of humor and
compassion toward others. | commend him for
his outstanding career and service to the
Greater Hartford and Puerto Rican commu-
nities.

—————

HONORING ELOISE GREENLEE FOR
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Eloise Greenlee of Hancock, who has
served her country honorably and her commu-
nity admirably. Eloise is being honored on
May 15 as Grand Marshal in the 5th Annual
Armed Forces Day Parade of Thanks in Han-
cock, Michigan. As the community pays tribute
to Mary, | ask that the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in honoring her service.

Born in Ohio in 1922, Eloise discovered her
love of music at an early age. As a young girl
she loved to play the trumpet. Following the
United States’ entrance into World War Il, Elo-
ise enlisted in the U.S. Army on November 9,
1942 and put her musical skills to work. While
stationed at Fort Des Moines, lowa, Eloise
was recruited to be a travelling member of the
U.S. Army Women’s Army Corps Band, play-
ing her beloved trumpet.

The band instilled a patriotic spirit, enter-
taining those serving in the Armed Forces dur-
ing the war. Eloise could often be found play-
ing trumpet for the wounded military personnel
aboard Red Cross medical ships returning
home from the frontlines. She played her
music and boosted morale for three years be-
fore being honorably discharged on November
9, 1945.

E785

Her time in the Army was just the start of
Eloise’s service and adventures. In addition to
becoming a licensed pilot and writing a book
on her travelling experiences, she has volun-
teered at two local hospitals and continued her
love of music forming the Keweenaw Swing
Band with her husband Robert. She and Rob-
ert have also raised three sons.

The Parade of Thanks is a celebration of
those who have served their country. There-
fore it is appropriate that Eloise, a woman who
has spent the past 88 years celebrating life
and service through music, has been given
the honor of Grand Marshal.

Madam Speaker, the Parade of Thanks is a
chance to honor the men and women who
have answered the call to serve our Nation
with honor and with dignity. Without their cour-
age and sacrifices, the United States could not
be the great Nation we are today. Therefore,
Madam Speaker, | ask that you and the entire
U.S. House of Representatives join me in
thanking Eloise Greenlee for her commitment,
recognize her service and applaud her on
being named Grand Marshal of the Armed
Forces Day Parade of Thanks.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is
$12,943,495,066,136.13.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $2,305,069,319,842.33 so far this Con-
gress.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

——————

HONORING MR. JOHN J. HURLEY
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | am here
today to honor the appointment of Mr. John J.
Hurley as the 24th President of Canisius Col-
lege. Hurley, a 1978 alumnus who previously
served as the college’s executive vice presi-
dent and vice president for college relations,
will be the first lay president in Canisius’ 140-
year history.

A native of Buffalo, John graduated from St.
Joseph’s Collegiate Institute in Kenmore and
received a Bachelor of Arts degree summa
cum laude in English and history from
Canisius College in 1978. Upon graduation
from Canisius, John won a full fellowship to
the Notre Dame Law School from which he
earned a juris doctor degree in 1981. He
served as an associate in the Chicago law
firm of Keck, Mahin & Cate from 1981-1984
before returning to Buffalo in 1984 to take a
position as an associate (1984-1988) and
then partner (1989-1997) at Phillips, Lytle
LLP.
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