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capitalism. From Mexico to China to
Japan, it is just not a fair fight. These
unfair trade agreements have been
draining the economic lifeblood of our
Nation, and every single American
knows it to be true. Free trade among
free people should be a bedrock prin-
ciple on which any trade policy is
based. And without it, our workers and
companies stand no chance.

It is time to wake up, stand up for
this country, and renegotiate those
trade agreements that keep moving
jobs offshore and take more and more
and more of our jobs every single year.
The same countries block access of our
goods into those countries. It hurts our
workers, it hurts our communities, and
it has hurt this country deeply.

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

WHERE’S THE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. BROUN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, during the 5-minute speeches
just a few minutes ago, the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) was
showing all of us this poster that he
graciously made up: Where’s the budg-
et? That is what we will be talking
about tonight because we have seen in
this Congress this year that the leader-
ship of the Congress is failing its re-
sponsibility, failing its duty, failing to
bring us a budget.

Now, we saw the President put to-
gether a budget that he presented to
Congress several months ago. We will
talk about that a little bit. But under
the Constitution of the United States—
and I carry a copy in my pocket be-
cause I believe in this document as it
was intended by the Founders, the peo-
ple who wrote this document. One of
the prime responsibilities of Congress
is to pass a budget. From the original
intent of our Constitution and what it
says in the Constitution, the Congress
should be making the budget, not the
President.

Article I lays out all of the premises
of the Congress of the United States.
Section 1 says all legislative powers
herein granted shall be vested in a Con-
gress of the United States, which shall
consistent of a Senate and House of
Representatives.

Section 2 goes on and talks about
how the House is made up.

Section 3 is about the Senate.

Section 4 talks about the times and
places and manner of holding elections
for the same.

Section 7 starts off: All bills for rais-
ing revenue shall originate in the
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House of Representatives, but the Sen-
ate may propose or concur with amend-
ments as on other bills. That is the
first sentence of article I, section 7.

So all bills for raising revenue should
start in the House. All budgets should
be started in the House. And that’s
what our Founding Fathers meant to
happen.

Section 8 lists the 18 things that Con-
gress can pass laws about. There are
only 18, folks. Obviously, we are pass-
ing laws about many more things than
18. In fact, in this little booklet, the
Constitution of the United States, arti-
cle I, section 8, starts right here and it
goes to right here. It is one and three-
quarter pages. That’s all Congress has
the constitutional authority to pass
laws about.

And the 10th Amendment of the Con-
stitution, the Bill of Rights, says, and
I want to read it to get it very clear so
the American people can understand. It
is basically one sentence. It says: The
powers not delegated to the United
States by the Constitution, nor prohib-
ited by it to the States, are reserved to
the States respectively, or to the peo-
ple.

In other words, Congress is only sup-
posed to be doing the 18 things in arti-
cle I, section 8. We specifically have
enumerated powers. That is what lim-
ited government is supposed to be all
about. It is supposed to be enumerated
powers that we are given by the people.
The Constitution starts off with very
three powerful words: we the people.
“We the people’ is the most powerful
political force in this country under
our Constitution.

But ‘‘we the people” is not acting as
strongly as it should have been. And
one of the things that Congress is sup-
posed to be doing is passing a budget.
In fact, families all over this country,
State and local governments all over
this country, pass a budget. If we don’t
have a budget, how do we know how to
set out bills proposing revenue? How do
we know how to spend the money, the
taxpayers’ money that we take from
them through taxes?

Madam Speaker, we are doing a lot of
things here in Congress that we
shouldn’t be doing. But one thing that
we should be doing is passing a budget.
It is critical. Mr. GOODLATTE said dur-
ing his 5-minute speech that he has in-
troduced a balanced budget amend-
ment to the Constitution. I have done
the same. Mine is a little different.
There are three balanced budget
amendments that Republicans have in-
troduced. But how can we balance the
budget if we don’t have a budget? I be-
lieve very firmly that the Federal Gov-
ernment should not be spending any
more money than it takes in year to
year. We should be balancing our budg-
et.

My State of Georgia has to live under
a balanced budget. In fact, the general
assembly just dismissed a couple of
weeks ago because they were des-
perately trying to balance their budg-
et, which they eventually did, in this
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economic downturn. They were having
tremendous struggles about how to cut
the size of State government in the
State of Georgia.

But the Federal Government should
be doing the same, and the American
people need to demand a balanced
budget. Republicans are going to be of-
fering a balanced budget. We have done
it over and over again. In 1995, a bal-
anced budget amendment to the Con-
stitution passed the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. It lacked one Republican
vote in the U.S. Senate from being law
today. Unfortunately, we could not get
one Republican more to vote for a bal-
anced budget amendment. We wouldn’t
be spending our grandchildren’s future,
as we are doing today. The outrageous
spending that Congress is doing has to
stop. The American people need to de-
mand a balanced budget, but we need
to demand from our elected representa-
tives a budget.

It puzzles me why almost at the end
of May, Congress still has not enacted
a budget resolution and has totally dis-
regarded the April 15 deadline. The
deadline. We have missed that dead-
line, as we miss a lot of things around
here.

But we have seen over and over again
big bills, big spending bills, a stimulus
bill that has been an abject failure. It
has stimulated government; it has not
stimulated jobs in the private sector
but very minimally. Most of those are
temporary jobs. We see unemployment
recently was reported at 9.9 percent;
but that doesn’t tell the whole story.
Over 50 million people, workers in
America, are out of work today. We
have had a rise in the unemployment
rate, but the 9.9 percent does not tell
the true story.

I was talking to one of the county
commission chairmen in my district
just a few weeks ago. And he said:
PAUL, in our county the unemployment
rate today is 10.7 percent; and 1 year
ago it was 14.3 percent.

I said: Man, that is great. Where did
the jobs come from? Where did you cre-
ate all of the jobs in this county?

He said: PAUL, sadly, there are no
jobs. We have not created new jobs
here. People have just fallen off the
rolls. They have gotten discouraged
and are not on the unemployment rolls
any more. In Georgia, we have fur-
loughed teachers. At the University of
Georgia that I represent in Athens,
Georgia, we have furloughed a lot of
the employees of the university. Teach-
ers all across the State of Georgia are
going to be put out of work because the
State of Georgia just does not have the
money in this economic downturn to
continue to hire and continue to em-
ploy the teachers that we so des-
perately need.
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We just had a resolution that we all
voted on, almost unanimously, to
honor teachers. Teachers hold the fu-
ture of our Nation, because what they
teach our children is critical for the
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