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Bill was born and raised in Wilmington and 

is currently the co-managing partner of the 
Wilmington office of Saul Ewing LLP. He and 
his wife, Martha, herself a former public school 
teacher, are known in Delaware for their pas-
sionate support of education. In 1988, Bill was 
elected to the Red Clay School District board, 
where, serving as board president for 13 
years, he led the effort for supporting school 
choice options. Bill currently serves on the 
boards of the Delaware Charter Schools Net-
work and the MOT Charter School. 

Martha Manning was instrumental in the 
founding of the Cab Calloway School of the 
Arts, a choice school located in Delaware’s 
Red Clay School District. She served on its 
Advisory Board for 11 years, and, as a found-
er of the Delaware Charter Schools Network, 
Martha has been vital in the efforts to advo-
cate for and expand the reach of charter 
schools in our State. She served as the Net-
work’s first Executive Director, and currently 
serves on local foundation and non-profit 
boards, all of which are related to education. 

This year, Bill and Martha are being hon-
ored by the Delaware Charter Schools Net-
work with the 2010 Catalyst in Education 
Award, given to individuals who have proven 
to be true agents for change in our public edu-
cation community. Charter schools play a crit-
ical and significant role in the public education 
community of Delaware, and I applaud and 
support the Network’s choice to honor Bill and 
Martha; this award is a testament to their 
ceaseless dedication and longtime commit-
ment in championing improvements in edu-
cation in our State. 

It is because of the efforts and strong advo-
cacy of individuals like Bill and Martha Man-
ning that our schools are able to grow and our 
children are able to flourish. I am proud not 
only to call them two of Delaware’s most ac-
tive education advocates but to also call them 
my friends, and I am happy to have the oppor-
tunity to recognize and honor them today for 
their tireless efforts and immeasurable con-
tributions. 

f 

HONORING JUSTICE STEVEN 
VARTABEDIAN 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 24, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Justice Steven 
Vartabedian upon his retirement from the Cali-
fornia Fifth District Court of Appeal. After serv-
ing for twenty-nine years as a judge, Justice 
Vartabedian will officially retire on May 31, 
2010. 

Justice Steven Vartabedian is a native of 
the San Joaquin Valley. He attended, and 
graduated with honors, from California State 
University, Fresno in 1972. Upon graduation 
he studied at Santa Clara University, School 
of Law, where he graduated magna cum laude 
in 1975. He passed both the state and federal 
bar in 1975. Early in his career, Justice 
Vartabedian returned to the Valley to practice 
family law and real estate litigation with, now 
former State Senator, and current justice on 
the Fifth District Court, Charles Poochigian. 

Justice Vartabedian began serving on the 
Sanger Justice Court in 1981 and moved to 

the Fresno Municipal Court in 1983, where he 
served for four years, two of which he was a 
presiding judge. He joined the Fresno County 
Superior Court in 1987, serving as presiding 
criminal judge. In September 1989, Justice 
Vartabedian was appointed as an associate 
justice of the Court of Appeal by Governor 
George Deukmejian. While serving on the 
state judiciary, he participated on the planning 
committee of the Appellate Justice Institute 
and on a committee studying weighted case-
loads. Justice Vartabedian’s most recent par-
ticipation was with the Appellate Court Legacy 
Project Committee. He has authored articles 
on the topics of sentencing, court delays and 
sex abuse cases, all of which have been pub-
lished in the Pacific Law Journal and the 
Judges’ Journal. 

While busy with his practice and serving 
with the various courts, Justice Vartabedian 
found time to teach. He taught business law at 
California State University, Fresno from 1976 
to 1981. In 1992 he was a symposium speak-
er and panelist at the University of the Pacific, 
McGeorge School of Law, for the ‘‘Victims 
Rights in California’’ program. In 1995, Justice 
Vartabedian moderated a state bar program 
entitled ‘‘To Appeal or Not to Appeal,’’ and has 
lectured on the subject of the appellate proc-
ess to county bar associations and community 
groups on numerous occasions. 

Justice Vartabedian and his wife, Marilyn, 
have three adult daughters, all engaged in ca-
reers in law. The family is active in symphonic 
activities, as his daughters are all musicians. 
He has served in the community as a past 
founding member of the local board of direc-
tors of World Impact, an organization that fo-
cuses on inner-city youth ministry. He is a 
former trustee of the Armenian Community 
School of Fresno and is an elder and bass so-
loist in his church. For his service, Justice 
Vartabedian received Sanger Unified School 
District’s Outstanding Contribution to Edu-
cation Award in 1982 and the Armenian Com-
munity School Outstanding Service Award in 
2004. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Justice Steven Vartabedian 
upon his retirement from the Fifth District 
Court of Appeal. I invite my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Justice Vartabedian many years 
of continued success. 
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REMARKS ON CHIPS BARRY 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 24, 2010 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, Hamlet 
‘‘Chips’’ Barry, the nearly 20-year head of 
Denver Water, was a dynamic man and a true 
visionary for Denver and the West. Through-
out his tenure at Denver Water, he not only 
transformed the agency but taught legions of 
legislators, myself included, the elements of 
water law and its fundamental importance to 
Denver and the West. 

Chips grew up in the Montclair section of 
east Denver and attended Denver Public 
Schools. In 1966, he graduated cum laude 
from Yale College, where he majored in Amer-
ican Studies and was a member of the tennis 
team. In 1969, he earned a law degree from 
Columbia University Law School. 

After law school, Chips worked as a VISTA 
volunteer lawyer in rural Alaska, served as a 
law clerk to Judge Robert McWilliams on the 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver, and 
was a legal services lawyer in Micronesia. 

Upton his return to Colorado, he became 
heavily involved in civic activities, including 
work on the first statewide water plan under 
Governor Dick Lamm and serving as a mem-
ber of the Board of Governors for the Colo-
rado Bar Association. He then served as the 
Executive Director of the Colorado Department 
of Natural Resources for Governor Roy Romer 
from 1987 to 1990, after which he was named 
manager of Denver Water in January 1991. 

At Denver Water, Chips’ open-door policy 
made him accessible to employees throughout 
the organization. He was well respected for 
his willingness to negotiate and his ability to 
avoid conflict. Through his personal efforts, 
Denver Water also improved relationships with 
many entities on Colorado’s Western Slope. 

During his tenure at Denver Water, the util-
ity implemented a conservation program that 
is nationally and internationally recognized as 
a model of success. He built a recycled water 
distribution system, invested millions of dollars 
in treatment facility improvements, monitored 
recovery from several devastating wildfires in 
Denver Water’s watershed, and was the lead-
er in the recovery work from one of the worst 
droughts in the city’s history. His ‘‘Use Only 
What You Need’’ campaign has helped Den-
ver residents cut their use of water by 33 per-
cent, easily below the national average. 

Chips was the creator and founder of the 
Western Urban Water Coalition, which rep-
resents all the major water utilities in the semi- 
arid West and has become a respected voice 
in Washington on such issues as endangered 
species and federal regulation of water. In 
2009, he won the President’s Award from the 
Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies 
for his leadership on local and national levels 
regarding the drinking water industry. 

Chips owned a macadamia nut farm in Ha-
waii and planned to retire and work his farm. 
He enjoyed tennis, squash, skiing, and golf. 
He collected old Saabs, foreign paper money, 
and books about Micronesia and Alaska. 
Chips was famous for his boundless sense of 
humor and never-ending joke supply, and his 
bushy moustache. He occasionally dressed as 
Teddy Roosevelt to entertain friends. His im-
mense personality and remarkable vision for 
Western water will be deeply missed, but 
never forgotten. 
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CONGRATULATING JEREMY R. 
STEVENS 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 24, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Jeremy Stevens of 
Sidney, Nebraska on becoming a member of 
USA TODAY’s All-USA Community College 
Academic Team. 

The All-USA Academic Team honors a 
prestigious group of 20 community college stu-
dents from across the nation for outstanding 
intellectual achievement and leadership. 

Jeremy, an Army Veteran of the 82nd Air-
borne Division, attended Western Nebraska 
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Community College, WNCC, in Sydney prior 
to transferring to Creighton University. At 
WNCC, Jeremy earned a spot on the presi-
dent’s list, the Dean’s List, and was an active 
member of the TRIO Upward Bound Program. 
His military honors include the Combat Infan-
tryman’s Award, the Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, and 
the Army Achievement Award. 

Jeremy was the President of his home-
town’s PTK Alpha Rho Omicron Chapter and 
served on the Sidney Endowment Association 
Board where he was an integral part of ex-
tending benefits to his fellow veterans. Jeremy 
also deserves recognition for the scholarship 
program he implemented for veterans who 
joined the military after the terrorist attacks on 
September 11, 2001. 

Jeremy’s dedication to public service is evi-
dent as he prepares for a career as a history 
teacher, where he hopes to translate his ability 
for helping others to a classroom setting. 

Once again, I congratulate Jeremy on his 
tremendous achievement and I wish him luck 
in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING NISEI DIPLOMA 
PROJECT 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 24, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate all of the 2010 Honorary 
Bachelor of Humane Letters degree recipients 
through the Nisei Diploma Project. All hon-
orees will be recognized on Thursday, May 
20, 2010 at a special awards ceremony to be 
held at California State University, Fresno. 

During World War II, an estimated two hun-
dred and fifty Japanese-American and Japa-
nese immigrant students from California State 
University, CSU, campuses across the state 
had their education abruptly interrupted when 
Executive Order 9066 was executed in 1942. 
These students were forcefully removed from 
the west coast and incarcerated for the dura-
tion of the war. Once released many of these 
former students went to work and did not re-
turn to school. 

On September 23, 2009 the California State 
University Board of Trustees unanimously 
voted to award Special Honorary Bachelor of 
Humane Letters degrees to the CSU students 
that were affected by the Executive Order, 
known as the Nisei Diploma Project. Through 
the passage of this project, CSU strives to 
heal the wounds of the Japanese-Americans 
living in California during World War II. By 
identifying the former students enrolled in the 
CSU system when the order was initially 
passed, they will honor the academic inten-
tions of the Japanese-American students en-
rolled at the time by presenting an honorary 
degree to the former students or their families 
and welcoming the former students back to 
the campus. 

California State University, Fresno has de-
termined that there are eighty-seven eligible 
students through the Nisei Diploma Project. 
Today, they are honoring all eighty-seven stu-
dents and presenting a Special Honorary 
Bachelor of Humane Letters degree to nine-
teen of those students. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate the 2010 Honorary Bachelor 

of Humane Letters degree recipients through 
the Nisei Diploma Project. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating all of the 
honorees. 
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RECOGNIZING BYRON BJORKLUND 
AND SHORT STOP CUSTOM CA-
TERING OF ST. CLOUD, MIN-
NESOTA AS THE U.S. SBA MIN-
NESOTA SMALL BUSINESS OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 24, 2010 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the U.S. Small Business 
Administration Minnesota Business of the 
Year, Short Stop Custom Catering, owned by 
Byron Bjorklund of St. Cloud, Minnesota. 
Bjorklund was inspired by a college class as-
signment to write a paper on running a busi-
ness. From that paper, Bjorklund opened 
Short Stop restaurant in east St. Cloud and 
three years later, a second location in west St. 
Cloud. 

Bjorklund was only a senior in college when 
he opened his first business, and a growing 
business coupled with a growing family had 
Bjorklund looking for options that would keep 
him in an industry and business he loved, 
while also allowing him to enjoy his family life. 
Opening up Short Stop Custom Catering in 
1995 provided him with the freedom and secu-
rity that so many entrepreneurs and business 
owners appreciate. 

But, Bjorklund’s story does not end there. 
Bjorklund opened his restaurant as a training 
facility for students with special needs. 
Bjorklund was particularly touched by one stu-
dent with Down syndrome who returned to 
work at the place he loved so much even after 
graduating high school. Later, Bjorklund and 
his wife would discover their fifth child had 
Down syndrome and the circumstances ignited 
a passion for working with the Down Syn-
drome Association of Minnesota. Since 1999, 
Short Stop Custom Catering has catered the 
annual Buddy Walk while Bjorklund recruited 
donations to make the event free to the par-
ticipants; over 5,000 people last year alone. 

Today, Short Stop Custom Catering is a sta-
ple in the St. Cloud community, serving as an 
exclusive caterer to many local businesses for 
events and daily meals. Small businesses are 
the backbone and lifeblood of our neighbor-
hoods and business owners like Byron 
Bjorklund remind us all of the difference one 
individual can make in a community. 

Madam Speaker, I rise to honor Byron 
Bjorklund not just for the innovation and entre-
preneurial spirit he displays, but also to ask 
that this body also recognize his commend-
able service to the St. Cloud community and 
the Down Syndrome Association of Min-
nesota.ome Association of Minnesota. 
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HONORING HAROLD McINTYRE 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 24, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Harold McIntyre. Mr. McIntyre 

passed away on December 4, 2009 and will 
be honored at the 2010 Valley Area Agency 
on Aging Senior Power Day for his work with 
the veterans of Genesee County. Senior 
Power Day will be held tomorrow at Cross-
roads Village in my hometown of Flint, Michi-
gan. 

Harold McIntyre worked as a Surgical As-
sistant at Flint General Hospital and in the 
Public Relations Department of The Flint Jour-
nal prior to his retirement. He served on the 
Westwood Heights District Board of Education 
and was the past commander of the Leo P. 
Crow VFW Post. A veteran of the Vietnam 
War he formed the McFarlan Park Veterans 
Committee to ensure the names of service 
personnel killed during their service were 
added to the monument. He was committed to 
renovating McFarlan Park as a veterans’ me-
morial. Harold was instrumental in organizing 
the Downtown Small Business Association’s 
Annual Memorial Day veterans march. In 2009 
he planned the first Veterans March for the 
Valley Area Agency on Aging Senior Power 
Day. The theme was ‘‘A Tribute to World War 
II Veterans.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring the mem-
ory to Harold McIntyre. His work on behalf of 
veterans reminds us of the great debt we owe 
to those that sacrificed so much so we could 
have freedom and I commend Valley Area 
Agency on Aging for keeping his memory and 
work alive. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 24, 2010 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, May 18, 2010, and Wednesday, May 19, 
2010, I was not present for 11 recorded votes. 
Had I been present, I would have voted the 
following way: Roll No. 273—‘‘nay’’; roll No. 
274—‘‘yea’’; roll No. 275—‘‘yea’’; roll No. 
276—‘‘yea’’; roll No. 277—‘‘nay’’; roll No. 
278—‘‘yea’’; roll No. 279—‘‘yea’’; roll No. 
280—‘‘yea’’; roll No. 281—‘‘yea’’; roll No. 
282—‘‘yea’’; roll No. 283—‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING VETERANS HOME OF 
CALIFORNIA, FRESNO 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 24, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, my 
colleague from California, Mr. COSTA, and I 
rise today to commend and congratulate the 
Central California Veterans Home Support 
Foundation upon the groundbreaking cere-
mony of the Veterans Home of California in 
Fresno. The ceremony is to be held on 
Wednesday, May 19, 2010 at the future site of 
the home and is a true testament of the hard 
work and dedication of the California Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs and the Central California 
Veterans Home Support Foundation. 

Having a home dedicated to serving the 
needs of the veterans in the San Joaquin Val-
ley has been a long time goal of the Central 
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