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the Israeli soldiers and, thus, force was
being used in order to protect these
soldiers’ lives—well, only these pic-
tures of wounded and dead so-called
peace activists were highlighted in re-
ports of this incident.

This distortion is intended to deceive
the people of the world. The so-called
activists created the violence that
erupted when the flotilla was inter-
cepted for inspection.

Now, apologists will simply say that
those pipe-wielding thugs were justi-
fied because the Israelis should never
have stopped and interdicted those
ships aimed at giving humanitarian
supplies to the people of Gaza. Well,
why was that inspection necessary?
Never stop asking that basic question.
Why was it necessary for that inspec-
tion?

They weren’t stopping the supplies;
they were simply inspecting the cargo.
Why are the Israelis insisting on in-
specting the ships going to Gaza? Be-
cause Palestinian territory is being
used to launch thousands of rockets
and artillery at civilian communities
in Israel from Gaza.

Now, the purpose of the flotilla was
not to put food and humanitarian aid
in the hands of the Palestinian women
and children. That would have hap-
pened anyway because the Israelis,
they just wanted to inspect this and
then let that food and humanitarian
supplies go forward.

No, that wasn’t the purpose. The pur-
pose of the flotilla was to prevent
Israel from stopping the missile at-
tacks on Israeli women and children by
preventing Israel from interdicting
weapons shipments into Gaza with the
humanitarian aid as a cover.

No. These missile attacks from Gaza
are, by anybody’s definition, a terrorist
attack. If the Palestinians want food
and humanitarian supplies, end the
rocket attacks.
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Israel would be very happy if that
happened, to let any food and humani-
tarian aid go into Gaza. And this is not
an unreasonable demand on the part of
the Israelis to at least inspect the car-
goes in order to ensure that they are
not being used to cover up the ship-
ment of weapons that are being used to
kill Israeli citizens. If you are launch-
ing explosive projectiles into Israel,
Israel has a right to look at what you
are shipping into your country to make
sure you are not shipping in those
items that are necessary to shoot these
things into Israel and kill women and
children.

So in reality, the so-called peace ac-
tivists were not victims at all. They
were belligerent, they were hostile,
they were seeking more Kkilling in the
form of not only just Kkilling these
Israeli soldiers trying to inspect their
ships, but killing more Israeli civilians
through rocket attacks. They also, of
course, are not just killing innocent
people; they are undermining any
chance for peace and reconciliation be-
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tween the Palestinian people and the
Israeli people.

No, those so-called peace activists
were the villains in this situation, and
those Israeli troopers who tried to at
least inspect it to see that rockets
were not being smuggled in, they were
the heroes of the day. The world needs
to seek truth in this issue and ignore
the distorted picture they are being
presented.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Williams,
one of his secretaries.

—————

THE ISRAELI BLOCKADE AND THE
FLOTILLA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. WEINER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the subject of the Special Order that
I and Leader HOYER will be convening
for the following hour.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker and my
colleagues, in the overnight hours of
May 31, about 10 days ago, news broke
that we now have become very familiar
with—the previous speaker referred to
it, and several of my colleagues have
come to the floor this evening to talk
about it—where a flotilla coming from
Turkey was intercepted as part of the
effort of the State of Israel to defend a
blockade that was set up.

I want to spend the next hour talking
a little bit about that boat and how it
progressed, where it came from and
why, and perhaps importantly drill
into a little bit the idea of what the
blockade is all about and what the his-
tory was. It is impossible to fully un-
derstand this issue only looking at it
from the point of Israeli naval officers
climbing on board a ship and saying,
okay, I think I understand the story
because I see that picture. That would
no more be the truth than to watch the
closing scene of Casablanca and say,
okay, I understand what happened in
this movie.

This was indeed a tragic thing. Any-
time there is loss of life, anytime you
have military officers, commandos
climbing on a boat, something has bro-
ken down, something has failed. But
what I don’t think is fully understood,
and still to this day isn’t understood at
capitals around the world, is who initi-
ated this thing and why it was initi-
ated.
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Make no mistake about it, my col-
leagues, as Leader HOYER will be men-
tioning when he arrives here shortly,
the condemnation that rang around the
world against Israel is almost a default
position in European and Arab capitals
of the world. There is almost no sur-
prise. It is also true that those very
same quarters are the ones that criti-
cize the United States at just about
any opportunity. And in many of those
same places you also see far too much
joyous chest beating anytime some-
thing like this goes down where the
United States or Israel is involved.

It was undoubtedly unfortunate that
it occurred, but it didn’t happen by ac-
cident. If you look at the history of
this incident, it actually started not on
May 31, when the sailors climbed
aboard that boat, but it started on May
17, a couple of weeks earlier. What hap-
pened then? What happened then was
the Israeli Government got wind of the
idea that this flotilla was leaving from
Cyprus, Turkey, and said, look, under-
stand that there is a blockade around
Gaza that controls what can get inside
of Gaza for obvious reasons that I will
go into further later. But, frankly, to
stop weapons from going into Gaza, be-
cause it is weapons and missiles that
have come into the Gaza Strip, which
is controlled by the terrorist organiza-
tion Hamas, that have been used to ter-
rorize Israelis. Terrorize to the mag-
nitude of about 10,000 rockets have left
from Gaza since Israel left it in 2007
and Gaza was controlled by Hamas.

So they say we have an internation-
ally recognized blockade that’s been
supported by both the Bush and Obama
administrations to prevent ships from
coming in without their having their
goods inspected. So what the Israeli
Government did is they reached out
internationally to the sponsors of this
boat and to the people on the boat and
said, look, you are welcome to bring
your supplies here to Gaza.

So it was on May 31 that this boat
was intercepted off the coast of Gaza,
but it was May 17 that Israel said, look,
if you are interested in bringing hu-
manitarian aid to Gaza, you are wel-
come to do it. All you have to do is
bring it into Ashdod, which is right
here, and we will look at the goods,
make sure there is nothing dangerous
in there, and then we will allow it to be
escorted into Gaza via truck.

That’s not an unusual occurrence. In
fact, as of this morning 11,972 trucks
during this period of time the blockade
has been in effect have been escorted in
just such a way. It’s not unusual for
humanitarian aid to come into Gaza.
Despite much of the rhetoric we have
heard from the international commu-
nity, Israel facilitates it through a
process.

Now, the people on those boats, this
humanitarian boat that theoretically
was trying to bring humanitarian aid
to Gaza, said, no, we are going to take
this flotilla of boats and we are going
to go into the teeth of this blockade.
They were reportedly warned repeat-
edly, and no one has disputed that.
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