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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING RON GETTELFINGER
FOR HIS LEADERSHIP OF THE
UAW

SPEECH OF

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, many
of us are honoring Mr. Ron Gettelfinger whose
second term as president of the United Auto
Workers (UAW) is coming to a close. | would
like to add my thanks to Mr. Gettelfinger for
his service to this important American institu-
tion.

Rising through the ranks from local UAW
leadership to president, Mr. Gettelfinger has
stood at the helm of the UAW during one of
our nation’s most tumultuous economic peri-
ods. Mr. Gettelfinger first joined the UAW as
a chassis line repairman in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, and, over his 44 years with the organi-
zation, he has seen many changes in the
American automobile industry.

Still now, as when it began, the United Auto
Workers continues its nearly 80 year fight on
behalf of this nation’s workers. The UAW
seeks to ensure that all of America’s workers
are rewarded for their contribution to our coun-
try’s economy and continue to live their lives
in dignity.

| commend Mr. Gettelfinger for his contribu-
tion to the UAW’s important work.

REMEMBERING DIANNE WALLER-
NYMAN

HON. DEBORAH L. HALVORSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, today
| rise to pay tribute to the life of Dianne
Waller-Nyman. Dianne passed away on June
11th after a long bout with cancer. Dianne was
a dedicated public servant, a longtime political
activist, and a dear friend whom we will miss
dearly.

Dianne was a pioneer in many of her en-
deavors. She was the first woman to serve as
a regional manager with the Handy Andy
chain of hardware stores. Dianne was also the
youngest person ever elected as a Trustee of
Park Forest South, lllinois (later known as Uni-
versity Park).

For those of us who knew Dianne, one of
her most admirable traits was the passion with
which she pursued causes she believed in.
For several decades, Dianne was active in
local politics and government. She served sev-
eral terms on the Park Forest South/University
Park Board of Trustees and over the years
Dianne managed or volunteered for dozens of
campaigns at the federal, State, and local lev-
els. She was proud to be a very early sup-
porter of now President Obama when he ran

for the U.S. Senate in 2004. Even as Dianne
battled cancer towards the end of her life, she
continued to play a leadership role in local po-
litical organizations.

| can also say that | would not be serving
as a Member of Congress today without
Dianne’s tireless efforts on my behalf. We
often referred to Dianne as the “Sergeant
Major” because we knew we could count on
her to get the job done.

Dianne is survived by her loving husband,
Arnie, three children—Ron Waller, Edie
Fortner, and Diana Tomsic, and five grand-
children—Nick, Matt, Phillip, Richie, and Kal.
My thoughts and prayers are with them in this
time of loss. We share their sorrow, but we
join them in honoring the remarkable life of
Dianne Waller-Nyman.

———

ODE TO A FALLEN HERO:
SERGEANT JOSHUA HARDT

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory of U.S. Army Ser-
geant Joshua Hardt of Applegate, California.
Today, | read a poem, written in Sergeant
Hardt’'s memory, which serves as a testament
to both his character and fidelity.

ODE ToO A FALLEN HERO
(By Ting De Guevara)

No one asked you to volunteer

You did it because you loved your country

More than pure piney woods,

More than sparkling, high mountain lakes

Or the sauntering, Sierra streams

The possibilities were endless

A police officer, a federal marshal, a wife and
family

Perhaps a fishing guide, for the flatlanders

Who only dreamed of finding rainbows in the
eddies

Instead, you answered the call of duty

Not for money, nor glory, nor fame

But because you wanted to make

A difference in the world

You traded your Carhartts

For Army green, gilded buttons,

Spit and shine

Your boyish smile

The twinkle in your eye

Betrayed who we really knew

Our jovial, jaunting, Joshy

Your country called you

Like a far-away alarm,

In the foggy dream of yesterday

Fighting your way through Iraq

Returning quieter, somber and more patient

Knowing those things that only soldiers
know,

The sounds and horrors of war

Still, your passion for fishing and golf

Was unquenchable,

Displaying your catch and
“Where’s your Troutzilla?”

Oh you scoundrel! You rogue!

How we envied your hole-in-one luck, your
trout madness

And your contagious laughter

taunting:

Filled our hearts, refreshing

Like a cold bottle of beer

On a hot summer’s day

Then Uncle Sam pinned those stripes on
your sleeve

Sending you to a strange and foreign land

Where women and children were forced

To surrender their last vestige of freedom

There, in the frozen mountains

In those smoke filled hours

The tracers flying, rockets exploding

Amid the trees like a firestorm

You fought bravely

My courageous son,

Even as the world collapsed around you

You remained steadfast

To your men and your flag

You may stand down, Sergeant Hardt

Your tour is over,

Your mission completed,

We love you

God bless you

Farewell, our fallen hero.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF SANTO SCARPINITO AND
LINDA SKIDMORE

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge Santo Scarpinito and Linda
Skidmore, who are retiring from the Northport-
East Northport School District this year.

Together, Santo and Linda have contributed
more than 65 years of service to the school
district and have educated thousands of
teachers and students in civic responsibility.
They are both founding members of Project
PATCH, which is a nationally recognized law
and civic education program. Santo and Linda
have shown creativity and passion throughout
their years as teachers and are an integral
force in educating the public about issues in
constitutional law and professional develop-
ment.

As they leave behind their formal roles in
the Northport-East Northport School District,
they will no doubt continue to educate those
within their communities on the values that are
so important to Americans.

| am proud to recognize Santo Scarpinito
and Linda Skidmore for their invaluable con-
tribution to education.

—————

RECOGNIZING LYNN AZZOPARDI
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Lynn Azzopardi for her work with the
Millbrae Lions Club. She has been such a tire-
less volunteer for the past seven and one-half
years that some may find it hard to believe
that she also works full-time as the administra-
tive assistant in the Kidney Transplant division
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at Stanford University Medical Clinic in addi-
tion to being a busy mother and grandmother.

For the past year Lynn has served as presi-
dent of the Lions Club where she led the ac-
quisition of a vehicle outfitted to be a mobile
kitchen and later used as a ‘“first response”
vehicle, not only for Millbrae, but for San
Mateo County. Most notably she is the first
woman to complete one year of service as
president of the Millbrae Lions Club.

The list of projects that Lynn has been in-
volved in is quite impressive. The Opportunity
Scholarship Program focuses on students who
need an extra boost to meet training and edu-
cational goals for future employment or study.
The City of Hope Program funds cancer treat-
ment and research. The Family Assistance
Program helps families with a need for food,
clothing and financial aid. She also chaired a
pancake breakfast committee that raised
money for schools and their students.

Lynn epitomizes the motto of the Inter-
national Lions Club: We Serve! And therefore,
Madam Speaker, | deem that is only fitting for
this house to extend its thanks to Lynn
Azzopardi as she was honored in Millbrae on
June 19, 2010 for completing her term as club
president.

———

CONGRATULATING CHARLES
CALLEROS

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Charles Calleros on
being honored by the State Bar of Arizona for
his work in mentoring women and minorities.
This award, the Committee on Minorities and
Women in the Law Award, commends Mr.
Calleros for his distinction and efforts on be-
half of minorities and women in the legal field.

Mr. Calleros, a professor at the Sandra Day
O’Connor College of Law located at Arizona
State University, is deeply committed to pro-
moting diversity in the legal field, both nation-
ally and statewide. In 2005, he served as a
member of the Minority Affairs Committee of
the Law School Admissions Council, which
strives to achieve diversity in law school appli-
cants. In 2007, in collaboration with the His-
panic National Bar Association, Mr. Calleros
started a mentoring program with the goal of
reaching out to students before they graduate
high school.

Calleros, who teaches Contracts, Inter-
national Contracts, and Civil Rights Legisla-
tion, has been at ASU since 1981. In addition
to his dedication to ASU, Mr. Calleros has
been a visiting professor at Stanford Law
School and at the University of Santa Clara.
Each year, he also teaches a weeklong
course in American Contract Law and Inter-
national Law at the University of Paris.

Through all of these efforts, he strives to be
a positive role model for Valley youth and stu-
dents, and works to help them reach their full
educational and leadership potential.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing and congratulating Charles Calleros for
his valuable contributions to the Phoenix area.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

TRIBUTE TO THE APPLEWHITE
FAMILY ON THE OCCASION OF
THEIR FAMILY REUNION

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
to recognize and honor the Applewhite family,
which will soon be holding its reunion in my
hometown of Wilson, North Carolina from July
2nd through July 4th, 2010.

The family reunion includes the descend-
ants of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Dinah
Horne Applewhite, who were born in 1880 and
1884, respectively. They lived in the area of
Saratoga and Garner, North Carolina where
they raised eight children—Walter, Lonnie,
Lossie, Minnie, Almeta, Sherman, Mattie and
Nettie.

While past reunions have been held individ-
ually by the Applewhite descendants, this will
be the first reunion to include the entire family.
More than 125 family members are expected
to come together in Wilson, North Carolina
from as far away as Arizona, Utah, California,
New York, New Jersey, Virginia, Georgia, and
Washington, D.C.

America is truly a nation of families. We
take pride in our families and we value family
life. Our families teach us the values of loyalty,
independence, responsibility and mutual love.

Strong, stable families are our nation’s
greatest asset. But to remain strong, families
must nurture and reinforce their bonds. Family
reunions provide a wonderful opportunity to
strengthen and preserve those family ties. It is
a time to learn, laugh and renew the ties of af-
fection.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating the Applewhite family
as generations gather for this special occa-
sion. Let their celebration remind us of our
own roots, and of the strength and importance
of our own families. May their family reunion
be a successful event full of happy memories
they can pass along to future generations.

HONORING MARSHA TYSON

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, | ask
my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Marsha Tyson for receiving the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching (PAEMST) on June 7th.

Ms. Tyson should be commended for her
hard work and dedication to the students and
community in her school district. The PAEMST
is a prestigious award and we are proud that
she is representing our great state of Missouri
and the 9th District. Advancement in the fields
of mathematics and science are integral to the
development and competitiveness of America
in the future. | am honored to congratulate Ms.
Tyson on her outstanding achievement.

It is critical for the future of our country that
students have access to a quality education.
Without excellent teachers, our schools fail our
students and communities. Ms. Tyson exem-
plifies what it means to be an excellent teach-
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er and her dedication to her students and
community is worthy of high praise.

| ask that you join me in recognizing Marsha
Tyson for her excellence in the field of science
education.

——
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2194,
COMPREHENSIVE IRAN SANC-

TIONS, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND
DIVESTMENT ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2010

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker. The world can-
not tolerate a nuclear Iran.

With the punishing sanctions package be-
fore us today we take a major step to avoid
that scenario by changing the calculus of
Iran’s leaders and those whose dealings with
Iran contribute to its reckless policies. Most
importantly, we do not stand alone in our ef-
forts. Because of the initiative and leadership
of President Obama, these sanctions will be
applied within a much broader framework of
multilateral sanctions approved by the United
Nations Security Council and complementary
sanctions efforts in Europe and Russia.

Although the goal may be straightforward,
the Iran strategy at hand is a complex array of
diplomatic, financial and political pressures.
The fact that we have arrived at a point where
nations of the world are uniting to exact a
price for Iran’s illegal nuclear activities and its
defiance of the international community should
not be taken for granted. It was not inevitable.
Rather, it is the direct result of dogged and
unflagging diplomacy by this Administration to
convince our allies and partners why and how
Iran must be stopped.

The results so far are promising. Already
the European Union has initiated plans to im-
plement and augment the U.N. sanctions and
the UAE—one of Iran’s biggest trading part-
ners—has announced its intent to strictly en-
force the U.N. sanctions. In addition, Russia
has said that it will not deliver advanced S—
300 surface-air-missile systems to Tehran, a
development that would have significantly ele-
vated the risks for any military action against
Iran.

Today, we have before us the most com-
prehensive set of sanctions of all.

Among its key features, H.R. 2194 will im-
pose severe restrictions on financial institu-
tions doing business with Iranian banks con-
trolled by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC). Although U.S. banks have long
been walled off from the Iranian banking sys-
tem, banks in Europe and elsewhere in the
world that continue business as usual with
Iran will now be swiftly and entirely cut off
from access to capital in the United States. It
presents a stark choice that stands to have a
significantly chilling effect even before the
sanctions are fully implemented.

The bill will also dramatically expand the
depth and scope of sanctions targeting lIran’s
petroleum sector by placing sanctions on any
insurance, financing and shipping companies
involved in exporting refined petroleum to Iran
or developing its domestic refining capacity.

In addition, the bill will facilitate divestment
from companies that do business in Iran by
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expressing support for state and local govern-
ments that choose to divest public assets and
by ensuring that divestment efforts by private
asset managers are not considered a breach
of fiduciary duty.

Finally, this bill prioritizes human rights in
Iran by hindering the sale of Internet filtration
and censorship technology to Iran and block-
ing companies engaging in such traffic from
access to U.S. government procurement con-
tracts. While | regret that the Iranian people,
already victims of tyranny, could face eco-
nomic repercussions as the result of these
sanctions, | firmly believe that weakening the
IRGC is essential to overcome the regime’s
oppression.

| recognize that the window of opportunity
could be limited. Iran now has partially en-
riched enough uranium to develop two nuclear
warheads and its pursuit of nuclear weapons
technology continues in earnest. But | urge my
colleagues to vote yes and take serious action
to pressure Iran to change course. And, once
this bill is enacted, let us continue working
with the President to make sure that these ef-
forts proceed.

It is possible for a strong and coordinated
sanctions regime to convince Iran to take the
clear path that has been offered to end its sta-
tus as a pariah state. At the very least, it is
our best hope to bring about a successful dip-
lomatic resolution of this crisis and avert the
need for military action.

———————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2194,
COMPREHENSIVE IRAN SANC-
TIONS, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND
DIVESTMENT ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2010

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of the conference report ac-
companying H.R. 2194 but not without some
reservations which | want to talk about.

As you all know, when this bill first came
before the House, | voted against it. | was
concerned that provisions in the bill: (1) limited
or did not provide the President the ability to
waive sanctions to advance important national
security goals through diplomacy, (2) impacted
disproportionately the general population of
Iran who had just courageously stood up to
the regime after last year's fraudulent elec-
tions, (3) and imposed unilateral measures
when almost everyone agrees that if you are
to use sanctions, multilateral ones have the
best chance of achieving their purpose.

At that time, | said that it was my hope that
as this legislation moved forward in the legis-
lative process, further changes would be made
to strengthen this bill in a way that would truly
enhance, and not hobble, strong diplomatic ef-
forts to diplomatically engage Iran as well as
to enact multilateral sanctions.

Today, we have before us a conference re-
port that is better than the bill that came be-
fore the House in December. This conference
report makes a number of changes to provide
flexibility to ensure that the President can con-
tinue to engage in international diplomacy,
adding elements that were missing from the
version that passed the House. It would also
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include targeted sanctions—including the de-
nial of U.S. visas and asset freezes—that iso-
late those in the Iranian government or who
acted on behalf of that government, based on
credible evidence, to order or direct the seri-
ous human rights abuses that occurred
against Iranian protesters after the June 2009
elections. Such a provision achieves our policy
goals without also broadly impacting and pun-
ishing the Iranian protestors who were the vic-
tims (and continue to be the targets) of that
brutality.

| would also state and local governments to
divest their investments in companies doing
business with Iran, if that is a course they
choose to pursue. This authority is similar to
that granted by Congress only a few years
ago allowing a similar divestments regarding
investments in Sudan.

These changes are certainly improvements
to the bill that passed the House over my op-
position in December. As | have said before,
the President’s flexibility to conduct foreign re-
lations and diplomatic efforts to achieve a
strong international consensus against Iran is
not a loophole that needs to be closed but a
vital tool that needs to be supported. Diplo-
macy without flexibility is not diplomacy.

Additionally, even as | vote to support im-
provements that | think will be useful to the
Administration as it pursues an engagement
strategy with Iran working in close partnership
with our allies in the international community,
| want to make clear that | am not interested
in causing more suffering to the Iranian peo-
ple. I am not foolish enough to think that we
can impose “crippling U.S. sanctions” that “go
far beyond recently-enacted UN sanctions,”
according to the authors of this legislation,
without causing suffering to the Iranian people.
While the conference report before us states
that the people of the U.S. “have feelings of
friendship for the people of Iran,” unfortunately
even with the most expansive waiver authority,
they will still bear the brunt—rather than the
reckless Iranian regime—of these policies.

If we must do sanctions, they ought to be
clearly targeted at the Government of Iran and
individuals within that government rather than
the Iranian society as a whole, in order to
avoid creating hardship and inflicting harm on
the Iranian people. That would send an even
more unmistakable message to the people of
Iran about our intentions. While not perfect,
there appears to have been good faith efforts
made in the conference on this bill to do that.

| also hope very much that no one in the
international community takes passage of this
legislation today as a sign that diplomacy is off
the table or that our only other option going
forward to address very serious concerns with
Iran’s nuclear activities is a military strike.

| join many who have expressed concerns
that although sanctions when appropriately
targeted can be an important tool for pres-
suring Iran, they are not a full policy and cer-
tainly not an end in themselves. We need to
invest in these diplomatic efforts vigorously
now and continue to work with our inter-
national allies and others interested in peace
and stability in the region. The aim of those ef-
forts aren’t new sanctions, they are to achieve
a verifiable end to Iran nuclear enrichment ac-
tivities, get it to comply with its NPT and IAEA
obligations, and prevent a volatile region from
becoming even more combustible.

The State Department’s Under Secretary for
Political Affairs, William Burns, made this point
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in testimony this week before the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee when he stated,
“Let me emphasize that sanctions are not an
end in themselves. Our foremost objective—
one that is shared by our international part-
ners and our allies in the region—is a durable
diplomatic solution to the world’s concerns
about the Iranian nuclear program and the
broader issues at stake with Iran.”

Treasury Secretary Geithner stated last
week, “to be truly effective in ending Iran’s
proliferation activities and Iran’s support for
terrorism, we need to have in place a con-
certed, international approach. This is not
something the United States can do alone. We
need other countries to move with us.”

Sanctions—even the most effective ones—
cannot and should not substitute nor supplant
strong diplomacy. Sanctions should not signify
an end to diplomacy or alternatively be seen
as the last step before a military strike, which
almost everyone agrees does not serve U.S.
interests or that of the international commu-
nity.

)Iéight months ago, there was high degree of
skepticism that the U.S. could push through a
new U.N sanction regime particularly given
known reluctance, if not outright opposition,
from Russia and China to such a move. Yet
two weeks ago, the United Nations Security
Council adopted Resolution 1929 committing
the international community to implement “the
most comprehensive sanctions” that the Ira-
nian Government has ever faced according to
the Obama Administration.

Diplomacy and engagement laid the ground
work for such an effort but that doesn’t mean
it must stop now. United Nation’s Security
Council Resolution 1929 also emphasized “the
importance of political and diplomatic efforts to
find a negotiated solution guaranteeing that
Iran’s nuclear programme is exclusively for
peaceful purposes,” an emphasis that is re-
grettably missing from the bill before us today.

That resolution also affirmatively supported
and | would say encouraged—at the same
time it was authorizing stronger sanctions—
continued willingness on the part of the P+5
nations (China, France, Germany, Russia, the
UK, and the U.S.) to “enhance diplomatic ef-
forts to promote dialogue and consultations,
including to resume dialogue with Iran on the
nuclear issue without preconditions * * * with
a view to seeking a comprehensive, longterm
and proper solution of this issue” and made
very clear that the parties were ready to re-
sume formal negotiations.

Lastly, it has been pointed out that this bill
before us today is overwhelming silent on this
point except brief mentions when it talks about
using diplomacy for new sanctions. This is a
key oversight in the bill before us and one |
hope neither our own Administration nor our
key international allies read as an indication
that it is okay to trim back their efforts at diplo-
matic outreach and engagement with Iran.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF WALTER
HESSLING

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 28, 2010
Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today

to recognize Walter Hessling who passed
away on November 27, 2009.
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Walter was one of many courageous men
who chose to serve his community as a fire-
fighter. He was a Captain of the Dix Hills Vol-
unteer Fire Department and served his com-
munity valiantly for 32 years.

To all of those who knew and loved him, his
untimely death will forever be a reminder of
his selflessness. His last heroic moment in the
line of duty saved the lives of others who he
never met. As time passes, the pain will fade,
but the memory of Walter will always remain
a shining example of truth and goodness to all
of those whose lives he touched.

It is at this time we remember Walter
Hessling for his bravery and kindness and for
his dedication and service to the Dix Hills Fire
Department.

——

RECOGNIZING THE HOA HAO BUD-
DHISM ASSOCIATION’S 71ST AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today, to recognize the
Overseas Hoa Hao Buddhism Association’s
71st Anniversary of the Founding of Hoa Hao
Buddhism. Today, Hoa Hao Buddhism is one
of the six most important religions in Vietnam.
Through the hardships and trials of Com-
munist Vietnam, Hoa Hao Buddhism still exists
with a mass of over four million followers
closely united in their faith. In Orange County,
the Hoa Hao Buddhist Church is a Member of
the Vietnamese Interfaith Council, a body es-
tablished in order to promote harmony be-
tween major religions in Vietnam.

The U.S. Department of State 2009 Inter-
national Religious Freedom Report indicates
that the Viethamese government continues to
persecute and restrict organized activities of
religious organizations like Hoa Hao Bud-
dhists. We are continuing to see more and
more activists being detained and imprisoned
for exercising their freedom of speech, religion
and expression. | encourage my colleagues to
continue to urge the State Department to re-
designate Vietnam as a Country of Particular
Concern and fight for those in Vietnam who
are putting their lives in danger in the name of
freedom.

ON THE PASSING OF FORMER
GOVERNOR OF TEXAS DOLPH
BRISCOE, JR.

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, Uvalde,
TX is a small rural town in my district. Uvalde
is known for its plentiful trees and clear
springs, but it best known for its two most fa-
mous residents: John Nance Garner, also
known as Cactus Jack who was Speaker of
the House from 1931-1933 and also served
as Vice President to Franklin Roosevelt and
also Former Governor of Texas and Philan-
thropist Dolph Briscoe Jr.

Last night, at the age of 87, Governor
Briscoe passed away. My thoughts and pray-
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ers are with his family and friends and with the
people of Uvalde who he loved.

| rise today to honor his legacy. With his
passing, Texas lost a legendary figure. He
was the first Texas governor from Southwest
Texas and one of the great philanthropists of
our time.

His generosity has preserved western art
and expanded our institutions of higher learn-
ing. He served in the Texas Legislature from
1949 to 1957 and then served as Governor
from 1973 to 1979. He was truly a champion
of the public, signing into law the 1973 Texas
Open Records Act guaranteeing the public’s
right to information about state and local gov-
ernment. He was also responsible for spon-
soring legislation that gave Texas its statewide
farm-to-market road system. And his role as
president of the Texas and Southwestern Cat-
tle Raisers Association in the 1960s improved
the agricultural industry immeasurably.

| was proud to name the Uvalde Post Office
after Gov. Briscoe in 2007 for his distin-
guished career in public service. And today, |
honor the memory of Gov. Briscoe for his
commitment to Texans and a life as a dedi-
cated public servant.

————

DEMOCRACY IS STRENGTHENED
BY CASTING LIGHT ON SPEND-
ING IN ELECTIONS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5175) to amend
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to
prohibit foreign influence in Federal elec-
tions, to prohibit government contractors
from making expenditures with respect to
such elections, and to establish additional
disclosure requirements with respect to
spending in such elections, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Chair, | stand in vehement
opposition to H.R. 5175, the Democracy is
Strengthened by Casting Light on Spending in
Elections Act. The DISCLOSE Act is a hasty,
ill-conceived, un-Constitutional response to the
near unanimous decision of the U.S. Supreme
Court in Citizens United vs The Federal Elec-
tion Committee. In that ruling, Justice Ken-
nedy, writing for the majority, stated that:

When Government seeks to use its full
power, including the criminal law, to com-
mand where a person may get his or her in-
formation or what distrusted source he or
she may not hear, it uses censorship to con-
trol thought. This is unlawful. The First
Amendment confirms the freedom to think
for ourselves.

The DISCLOSE Act takes us down a famil-
iar road of the majority acting to remove the
First Amendment rights of the minority, includ-
ing the rights of those who are fighting to de-
fend the sanctity of life. For over a year, the
Democrat majority in Congress and the White
House have held the voice of the American
people in contempt, whether at town halls or
on the National Mall. Instead of listening, they
would rather find ways to silence us.

The DISCLOSE Act is designed to impact
this year's election by immediately placing its
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provisions into effect without the normal regu-
latory vetting process that occurs when a bill
is signed into law. It is also a discriminatory
bill, with requirements that do not apply equal-
ly to all citizens, but are based on the type of
activity or speech they are involved in. No-
where in the Constitution does the Federal
Government have the right to decide who has
the right to speak up. It is specifically de-
signed to exempt most Unions from the report-
ing requirements. It requires CEOs of corpora-
tions to appear in any ads that their compa-
nies have funded, in whole or in part, and
state the name of the company, twice. These
limits on First Amendment rights are not in
keeping with the intentions of the Founding
Fathers.

This bill is an abhorrent attack on our rights
and it will not stand up to the scrutiny of the
courts. This hallowed body should not even be
considering it. | urge my colleagues to send
this bill back to where it deserves to go, the
dust bin.

——————

DEMOCRACY IS STRENGTHENED
BY CASTING LIGHT ON SPEND-
ING IN ELECTIONS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursay, June 24, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5175) to amend
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to
prohibit foreign influence in Federal elec-
tions, to prohibit government contractors
from making expenditures with respect to
such elections, and to establish additional
disclosure requirements with respect to
spending in such elections, and for other pur-
poses:

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Chair, | rise in support of
the DISCLOSE Act. | believe this appropriately
named piece of legislation is a critical step for-
ward to improving transparency and limiting
the influence of corporations in electoral poli-
tics, and I'm pleased to be a cosponsor of it.

In January, the Supreme Court issued its
controversial ruling in Citizens United v. the
Federal Election Commission, overturning lim-
its on corporate campaign activity that had
been settled law for over 100 years. This cre-
ated a guarantee of a free-for-all in campaign
spending. | strongly disagree with the deci-
sion, and I'm pleased that the DISCLOSE Act
will reverse the damage that the Supreme
Court has created.

| have been a supporter of campaign fi-
nance reform since | was first elected to Con-
gress. Over a decade ago | was proud to co-
sponsor the Shays-Meehan campaign reform
legislation to prevent corporations from buying
elections.

Today’s legislation takes a number of impor-
tant steps forward. It prevents corporations
from spending money in campaigns, including
those who receive large government contracts;
those who are controlled by foreign entities; or
those who received a government bailout
through the TARP program.

It also forces corporations to stand by their
ads by requiring their CEOs to appear on
camera to say they endorse the message, just
as candidates must do. The bill would also
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strengthen disclosure requirements in the crit-
ical weeks before an election.

Under DISCLOSE, corporations will not be
able to hide behind organizations with innoc-
uous or vague sounding names when they run
political ads. Organizations that sprout up
overnight to participate in campaigns will be
required to disclose their donors so voters will
know who is sponsoring their ads, while at the
same time allowing well-established issue-ad-
vocacy groups to protect the privacy of their
donor base.

The American people deserve to know who
attempts to influence their elections. Once
they know who sponsors an ad, they can
judge the content for themselves and vote ac-
cordingly. The DISCLOSE Act will help voters
make their own decisions, a principle that is at
the core of our democracy.

| urge my colleagues to vote for this highly
important legislation.

RECOGNIZING DARWIN HINDMAN
HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Darwin Hindman, the
former mayor of Columbia, Missouri, who re-
tired after 15 years of public service, thus be-
coming the longest-serving mayor in the city’s
history.

Over the course of his storied career, Mayor
Hindman left a significant mark on Columbia’s
park system by creating Stephens Lake, Flat
Branch, and the new South East Regional
Park. During his tenure, Columbia grew to
over 100,000 residents and saw its downtown
greatly improved. Also, as an avid bicyclist,
Mayor Hindman transformed Columbia into a
more bike-friendly community. It should also
be noted that Mayor Hindman has been a
great advocate for healthy living and has won
numerous awards for his efforts, including the
Leadership for Healthy Communities Award in
2009.

In addition, Mayor Hindman is a past recipi-
ent of the Columbia Chamber of Commerce
Outstanding Citizen of the Year, University of
Missouri Faculty Alumni, Chevron Times Mir-
ror Publications Citizen Conservation, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Association, and
MU College of Arts and Science Distinguished
Alumnus awards.

Mayor Darwin Hindman is supported by his
wife, Axie, children Skip and Ellen, and four
grandchildren. Mayor Hindman served two
tours of active duty as a pilot in the U.S. Air
Force.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating former
Mayor Darwin Hindman for his service to the
city of Columbia.

TRIBUTE TO CLIFFORD LEE
CHILDERS

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to the late Clifford
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Lee Childers, a family man who had a long
and distinguished career in Pulaski County
Kentucky

In 1988, Mr. Childers operated the Som-
erset Financial Center and while there ob-
tained his real estate and insurance licenses.
Soon after, Mr. Childers was able to fulfill his
lifetime dream of owning a small business
when he opened Childers Financial Services.
Performing residential and commercial ap-
praisals in 14 counties he managed a very
successful company that serves the Lake
Cumberland area.

Mr. Childers was a man of faith and served
as a deacon for the East Somerset Baptist
Church. Always putting God first he strived to
be an example to those around him and
spread God’s Word through his actions. Mr.
Childers also proudly served his country. En-
listing in the Kentucky National Guard in 1970,
he served until October 1996 and achieved
the rank of Colonel.

Family was always Mr. Childers priority. He
was married to Charlene Childers for 37 loving
years and together they raised 3 children and
were blessed with 5 grandchildren. Whether
he was with his family at home in Somerset,
Kentucky, or at their ‘home away from home’
in Bluffton, South Carolina, Mr. Childers treas-
ured every moment with his family.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in memory of Mr. Clifford Lee Childers, a
man who tirelessly worked to make the world
a better place. His love for life will be truly be
missed.

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is
$13,038,305,786,811.25.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $2,399,880,040,517.40 so far this Con-
gress.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

————

RECOGNIZING THOMAS W. LUDLOW
ASHLEY

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, it is my
privilege to join my colleagues to honor the life
and work of former Congressman Thomas W.
Ludlow Ashley.

Thomas W. Ludlow Ashley served the State
of Ohio for 13 terms in the U.S. House of
Representatives, from 1955 to 1981. Mr. Ash-
ley served Ohio’s 9th District, which includes
the city of Toledo and surrounding Lucas
County.
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He was a graduate of Yale University where
one of his classmates was a future President,
George H.W. Bush. Ashley graduated from the
Ohio State University Law School in Colum-
bus, Ohio in 1951.

Congressman Ashley was the great-grand-
son of former Congressman James Mitchell
Ashley, who also represented Ohio’s ninth
congressional district, from 1859 to 1869, and
co-authored the 13th Amendment that abol-
ished slavery.

Congressman Ashley’s work in Congress
has proven very important for American cities.
He was chairman of a House subcommittee
on housing and community development with-
in the Banking Committee.

In this role, Ashley helped write and pass
the Housing and Community Development
Acts of 1974 and 1977. These important bills
paved the way for the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant program. In recognition of
his role as an advocate for affordable housing,
Senator Edward Kennedy remarked: “Ameri-
cans sleep in better homes today because of
Lud Ashley.”

| join my colleagues in the Ohio delegation
in honoring the life of Congressman Thomas
W. Ludlow Ashley, and his distinguished serv-
ice to our State and our Nation.

—————

ON THE OCCASION OF CELE-
BRATING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY
OF MRS. GLADYS HASKINS

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, on
Saturday, July 17, 2010, friends and family will
gather to celebrate the 100th birthday of Mrs.
Gladys Haskins in Wilson, North Carolina.
Mrs. Haskins is a strong and caring woman
who strives to treat everyone well and always
tries to do what is right.

The youngest of 12 siblings, Mrs. Haskins
was born in Florence, South Carolina on July
3, 1910. Because her family worked as share-
croppers, she had to leave school after the
third grade to work. Her family later moved to
Wilson, North Carolina where she met and
married her husband, Nathan Haskins, Sr.

After living in Washington, DC for a decade,
Mrs. Haskins returned to Wilson, North Caro-
lina where she lives to this day. She maintains
an interest in gardening, and has been a faith-
ful member of Wilson Chapel Free Will Baptist
Church for more than 50 years. And, as the
Bible commands in Exodus 20:12, Mrs.
Haskins has always sought to honor her father
and mother in order to live long in the land the
Lord has provided.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing Mrs. Gladys Haskins.
She is a truly remarkable person deserving of
our deepest good wishes as she and her
loved ones celebrate her 100th birthday.
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2194,
COMPREHENSIVE IRAN SANC-
TIONS, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND
DIVESTMENT ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2010

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express my support for the con-
ference report on H.R. 2194, the Comprehen-
sive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Di-
vestment Act of 2010.

Iran is a threat to regional security and sta-
bility. It has flouted international law and sup-
plied weapons to terrorist groups throughout
the Middle East.

Upon taking office in 2009, President
Barack Obama attempted to engage with Iran,
including offering a deal which would have al-
lowed Iran to receive nuclear fuel for peaceful
purposes. However, Iran has spurned these
good-faith efforts at engagement, and the time
has come to put in place comprehensive sanc-
tions.

The international community supports our
efforts to isolate Iran through sanctions. Presi-
dent Obama secured a landmark sanctions
agreement at the United Nations Security
Council several weeks ago. The European
Union took further action earlier this month
when it agreed to impose stringent sanctions
on Iran.

This bill goes even further than the UN and
the EU—it is a comprehensive and stringent
package of sanctions. Among many important
provisions, it will prohibit investment in Iran’s
oil refining industry and create a legal frame-
work for companies and investment managers
who wish to divest from companies doing
business with Iran. It will force many compa-
nies to answer a question—do | work with the
U.S,, or do | work with Iran?

| urge my colleagues to join with me in
passing H.R. 2194 and sending a clear mes-
sage to Iran that their provocative actions and
reckless pursuit of a nuclear weapon will not
be tolerated.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF FRANK
PELLEGRINI

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Frank Pellegrini, who passed
away on March 25, 2010.

Frank touched the lives of people all over
Long Island and he will be remembered as a
man who showed grace and humility in all as-
pects of his life. For 40 years, he worked at
Farmingdale State College where he served
thousands of students and teachers through
his roles as an Organic Chemistry teacher and
then the Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences.

Frank also served for 35 years as the Chief
and Commissioner of the Dix Hills Fire Depart-
ment where his heroic efforts touched the lives
of countless members of the community.
Frank possessed extreme bravery and a pas-
sion for helping others.
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Frank Pellegrini will be remembered by all
who were fortunate enough to know him, and
his memory will remain a fixture in both institu-
tions where he served for so long.

HOME ENERGY CONSERVATION
BONDS

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, the
main obstacles facing homeowners who want
to make their homes more energy efficient are
the initial costs and poor access to capital.
The legislation | am introducing will give the
authority to issues bonds to states and large
localities allowing them to issue loans for resi-
dential energy efficiency improvements. This
legislation will significantly help homeowners
who want to renovate their homes for in-
creased energy efficiency. Home Energy Con-
servation Bonds will help homeowners over-
come the upfront capital costs of energy effi-
ciency retrofits, allowing homeowners to dras-
tically reduce their energy and water con-
sumption and pay less each month for their
utilities. Only through addressing efficiency
and conservation in existing homes will we be
able to fully address our nation’s addiction to
energy. Renovating homes for increased en-
ergy efficiency provides a critical economic in-
fusion, helps create new jobs and stimulate
local economies. | look forward to working with
my colleagues to realize that goal.

————

HARBOR MAINTENANCE TRUST
FUND IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2010

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise to introduce the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund Improvement Act of
2010. This bill would strengthen our national
economy and international competitiveness.

Our harbors are economic engines for our
nation. Because more than 95 percent of over-
seas trade moves in and out of the United
States by ship, harbor infrastructure is vital to
the American economy.

Moreover, our harbors create a substantial
amount of revenue through the Harbor Mainte-
nance Tax. The tax is imposed on importers
and domestic shippers based upon the value
of their cargo and is deposited in the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund.

Fund money is designated for recovering
operation and maintenance costs at US coast-
al and Great Lakes Harbors, particularly for
dredging. Yet, our harbors only receive a frac-
tion of the revenue they create. Revenue de-
posited into the fund far exceeds transfers out
of the fund. This lead to a balance of almost
$5 billion at the end of fiscal year 2009.

At the same time, the global economic crisis
has hit our harbors and many are struggling to
make ends meet. It is only fair to give back to
our harbors in their times of need. That's why
the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund Improve-
ment Act would expand our harbors’ ability to

June 28, 2010

make use of Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund
money. The bill would allow them to use the
revenue they create not only for maintenance
and dredging needs but also for the costs of
Environmental Impact Statements for naviga-
tion projects.

Environmental Impact Statements art re-
quired whenever the Corps of Engineers is in-
volved in harbor maintenance and develop-
ment efforts. The Statements serve the federal
mission of taking environmental effects of a
project into account. Use of Harbor Mainte-
nance Trust Fund resources for this purpose
is appropriate and long overdue. Harbors
would be relieved of these costs, while the
federal mission of assessing the environ-
mental impact of such projects is strength-
ened.

Please join me in helping our harbors with
this sensitive relief. | urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support this impor-
tant bill.

——————

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY
INVESTMENT ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUR

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of the Geothermal Energy In-
vestment Act. This legislation will extend a 30
percent investment tax credit for geothermal
energy through December 31, 2016, providing
parity with the solar investment tax credit. This
longer-term incentive will support substantial
growth in utility scale geothermal power, dis-
tributed on-site power generation, and heating
for buildings and commercial processes, while
using clean and renewable American energy.

Geothermal energy facilities supply environ-
mentally-friendly baseload power while pro-
ducing very low emissions. Once installed,
geothermal power is incredibly reliable, with
average availabilities of 90 percent or higher
(compared to about 75 percent for coal
plants). The United States has more geo-
thermal capacity than any other country. In
fact, if we could recover this entire resource
base, our domestic resources are equivalent
to a 30,000-year energy supply at our current
levels of consumption. Geothermal energy re-
sources are present in all 50 U.S. States
today, and in California more than 40 geo-
thermal plants provide nearly five percent of
the State’s electricity.

To access this capacity, however, devel-
opers of this power source need assistance
ameliorating the risks associated with geo-
thermal energy investment. While the costs for
electricity from geothermal facilities are declin-
ing, these installations are complex, long-term
projects. There are significant costs involved
with the exploration and development of these
installations, and significant risks that the fore-
cast resources are unavailable. The short-term
incentives currently in the tax code limit long-
term efforts to develop these resources.

The legislation also seeks to encourage
growth of new geothermal technologies, in
particular small power production and direct
heat uses. New technology allows geothermal
power to be generated and used on-site, such
as the new power generation equipment in-
stalled at Oregon Institute of Technology.
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Small, distributed geothermal power genera-
tion is being explored in many new areas,
from Oregon to Texas and North Dakota. This
proposal will encourage the development of
those technologies by extending the 30 per-
cent credit to them as well.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
to pass this important legislation.

————

ON THE BIRTH OF PATRICK AND
BRENDAN RILEY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | am happy to congratulate Jeffery
Charles Riley and his wife Scarlett Diann
Hutson Riley on the birth of their new baby
twin boys. Patrick Sean Riley and Brenden
Oscar Riley were born on June 22, 2010
weighing 5 pounds, 13 oz. and 5 pounds, 3
oz., respectively at Torrance Memorial Center
of Torrance, California. Brendan is a little taller
at 19 inches than his brother at 17 %4 inches.

| am so excited for this new blessing to the
Riley family and wish them all the best as we
know they will certainly have their hands full!
| want to congratulate Patrick and Brendan’s
grandparents Charles and Debby Riley of Tor-
rance, California, and Marion and Margaret
Hutson of Cayce, South Carolina, on this won-
derful new extension of their family.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ONE-YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF FORMER HON-

DURAN PRESIDENT MANUEL
ZELAYA’S ~ REMOVAL  FROM
POWER
HON. CONNIE MACK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, one year ago
today, on June 28, 2009, the Honduran people
chose to uphold their Constitution and the rule
of law by removing former President Manuel
Zelaya from power, a close ally of Venezuelan
strongman Hugo Chavez who was taking the
Honduran people down the path of less free-
dom.

But even though the Honduran people were
following the rule of law, the international com-
munity punished them for instituting what they
believed to be a “military coup.” Honduras
was suspended from the Organization of
American States, OAS, and had their vital
U.S. assistance temporarily frozen, causing
them to permanently lose part of their Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation project.

Even in the face of adversity (as well as a
devastating tropical storm and the worst
draught in 25 years), Honduras continued its
fight for democracy and the rule of law. They
withdrew from ALBA, an organization of leftist
states in Latin America; they created a new
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human rights officer to respond to increasing
attacks on journalists in their country; and their
interim president, Roberto Micheletti, oversaw
a peaceful, free and fair presidential election
in November.

Honduras was able to accomplish great
things for its democracy, all while dealing with
charges and visits from our own government,
which was focused not on helping our friend
and ally, but shaming and threatening them
into rewriting history.

A year after standing up to a ruthless leader
who attempted to dismiss the country’s con-
stitution in an effort to maintain power, the
Honduran people have their sights set on their
nation’s future.

President Lobo inherited a country that was
in the worst shape it had been in over the past
40 years: a dire economic situation, a growing
number of attacks on journalists, and a sharp
increase in drug trafficking by illegal gangs. In
fact, according to a Reuters report, some
1,600 people died in drug violence in Hon-
duras in 2009.

Unfortunately, as a result of the shortsighted
interference by the United States, the Lobo
Administration has been forced to place its
first focus on rebuilding its diplomatic relations
with the international community, rather than
tackling the many problems within their nation.

As we continue to work with Honduras to
overcome the challenges it faces in providing
freedom, security and prosperity to the Hon-
duran people, | call on the State Department
to provide one clear message: those who look
conformity directly in the face, and choose the
fight of freedom, are the heroes required to
build a free and fair society, and will always
have a place as a friend and ally of the United
States.

| take this opportunity today, on the one-
year anniversary of the removal of former
President Manuel Zelaya, to encourage the
Honduran people to continue their fight for
freedom, security and prosperity, and | pledge
my continued support for them in this noble
goal.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL ESIGN
DAY

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 28, 2010

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, | rise
to support the designation of June 30 as Na-
tional ESIGN Day. National ESIGN Day will
commemorate the 10th anniversary of the
signing of the Electronic Signatures in Global
and National Commerce Act (ESIGN), which
has transformed how interstate commerce and
business is conducted.

The advent of e-signatures has brought im-
measurable benefit to consumers and the
business community, providing for increased
consumer convenience, and reduced costs. E-
signatures have significantly increased trans-
action speed and closure rates, saving time
and money for businesses, and provide se-
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cure and predictable outcomes with fewer er-
rors.

Recognizing June 30 as National ESIGN
Day acknowledges the previous contribution
made by the Congress to adopt modern solu-
tions that keep our nation on the leading tech-
nological edge and reaffirms the Congress’s
commitment to more efficient and environ-
mentally conscious business practices. | rep-
resent the city of Seattle—one of the world’s
greatest technology hubs—where the Elec-
tronic Signatures Act has greatly enhanced
the ability of companies to remain competitive
and active with companies from around the
globe.

The first agreement signed with electronic
signatures by sovereign nations happened in
1998 between the United States and Ireland.
Since then, electronic signature technology
has significantly strengthened global commu-
nications. New strides are made every day in
this area. Just this past spring, the Federal
Housing Administration announced that it will
now accept e-signed third party documents
which will help expedite real estate trans-
actions. Less than two weeks ago, the Utah
Supreme Court ruled to allow electronic signa-
tures on petitions in the election process, be-
coming the first state in the nation to do so.

| would especially like to acknowledge Se-
attle-based electronic signature management
platform provider DocuSign for being cham-
pions in the electronic signatures industry and
for spearheading the coalition to mark June 30
as National ESIGN Day.

Dozens of industries and associations have
offered their support for this resolution to cele-
brate the advancements that have been made
in the past decade, and more importantly, to
encourage even more rapid adoption of elec-
tronic signatures in the future.

This resolution enjoys the support of several
companies and industry leaders, including
DocuSign, Inc., Electronic Signature and
Records Association, Consumer Mortgage Co-
alition, National Association of REALTORS, In-
sured Retirement Institute, CML America,
USAA, Adobe Systems, Sallie Mae, Fidelity
National Financial, Fiserv, eOriginal, Silanis
Technology, AlphaTrust Corporation,
AssureSign, LLC, Amica Mutual Insurance
Company, First Marblehead, Flagstar Bank,
Quicken Loans, IMM, Stewart Lender Serv-
ices, Ellie Mae, MERS, MISMO, EverBank,
SigniaDocs, Inc., Encomia, Direct Mortgage
Corp., Digital Docs, Inc., Relevant Tech-
nologies, Magnolia Technologies, Simplifile,
eSignSystems (a division of Wave Systems
Corp.), Realtime Solutions Group, LLC, Lend-
ing Tree, and the Pennsylvania Association of
Notaries.

This resolution honors the forethought and
vision of those who worked to pass the land-
mark Electronic Signatures in Global and Na-
tional Commerce Act ten years ago. The pas-
sage of that bill paved the way for American
companies to operate globally, and it is truly a
victory for every businesses and governmental
agency looking to increase productivity and ef-
ficiency. Let us recognize June 30 as national
ESIGN Day.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
June 29, 2010 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
JUNE 30

Time to be announced

Judiciary
To continue hearings to examine the
nomination of Elena Kagan, of Massa-
chusetts, to be an Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United

States.
SH-216

9 a.m.
Environment and Public Works

Business meeting to consider S. 3305, to
amend the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to
require oil polluters to pay the full
cost of oil spills, S. 3515, to authorize
and enhance the programs of the De-
partment of the Interior relating to the
detection of, response to, and mitiga-
tion and cleanup of oil spills on Federal
land managed by the Department, S.
1311, to amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act to expand and
strengthen cooperative efforts to mon-
itor, restore, and protect the resource
productivity, water quality, and ma-
rine ecosystems of the Gulf of Mexico,
an original bill entitled, ‘‘Columbia
River Basin Restoration Act of 2010,
S. 3073, to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to protect and
restore the Great Lakes, S. 3539, to
amend the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act to establish a grant pro-
gram to assist in the restoration of San
Francisco Bay, H.R. 4715, to amend the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act to
reauthorize the National Estuary Pro-
gram, S. 1816, to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to im-
prove and reauthorize the Chesapeake
Bay Program, S. 2739, to amend the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act to
provide for the establishment of the
Puget Sound Program Office, S. 3119, to
amend and reauthorize certain provi-
sions relating to Long Island Sound
restoration and stewardship, S. 3481, to
amend the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act to clarify Federal responsi-
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bility for stormwater pollution, S. 3354,
to redesignate the North Mississippi
National Wildlife Refuges Complex as
the Sam D. Hamilton North Mississippi
National Wildlife Refuges Complex,
and H.R. 3562, to designate the feder-
ally occupied building located at 1220
Echelon Parkway in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, as the ‘‘James Chaney, An-
drew Goodman, and Michael Schwerner
Federal Building’’, and a proposed reso-
lution relating to the General Services
Administration.
SD-406
9:30 a.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
To hold hearings to examine farm bill re-
authorization, focusing on maintaining
our domestic food supply through a
strong United States farm policy.
SR-328A
Energy and Natural Resources
Business meeting to consider S. 3516, to
amend the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act to reform the management
of energy and mineral resources on the
Outer Continental Shelf.
SD-366
Indian Affairs
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business; to be immediately
followed by an oversight hearing to ex-
amine diabetes in Indian country and
beyond.
SD-628
10 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine the Deep-
water Horizon tragedy, focusing on
holding industry accountable.
SR-253
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
To hold hearings to examine nuclear ter-
rorism, focusing on strengthening our
domestic defenses, part 1.
SD-342
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Housing, Transportation and Community
Development Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine green hous-
ing for the 21st century, focusing on
retrofitting the past and building an
energy-efficient future.
SD-562
2 p.m.
Aging
To hold hearings to examine drug waste
and disposal, focusing on when pre-
scriptions become poison.

SD-106
2:30 p.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Contracting Oversight Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine interagency
contracts (part II).
SD-342

JULY 1

Time to be announced
Judiciary
To continue hearings to examine the
nomination of Elena Kagan, of Massa-
chusetts, to be an Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United
States.
SH-216
9 a.m.
Judiciary
Business meeting to consider H.R. 1933,
to direct the Attorney General to make
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an annual grant to the A Child Is Miss-
ing Alert and Recovery Center to assist
law enforcement agencies in the rapid
recovery of missing children, and H.R.
2765, to amend title 28, United States
Code, to prohibit recognition and en-
forcement of foreign defamation judg-
ments and certain foreign judgments
against the providers of interactive
computer services.
SD-226
9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine S. 3452, to
designate the Valles Caldera National
Preserve as a unit of the National Park
System.
SD-366
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine veterans’
claims processing, focusing on if cur-
rent efforts are working.
SR-418
10 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Consumer Protection, Product Safety, and
Insurance Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine protecting
youths in an online world.
SR-253
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Employment and Workplace Safety Sub-
committee
To hold hearings to examine workplace
safety and worker protections at BP.
SD-430
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine navigating
the global economy, focusing on impli-
cations for the United States.

SD-419
2:30 p.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Federal Financial Management, Govern-
ment Information, Federal Services,
and International Security Sub-
committee

To hold hearings to examine preventing
and recovering government payment
errors.

SD-342

Energy and Natural Resources

Water and Power Subcommittee

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Federal response to the discovery
of the aquatic invasive species Asian
carp in Lake Calumet, Illinois.

SD-366

Intelligence

To hold closed hearings to consider cer-
tain intelligence matters.

SH-219

JULY 2

9:30 a.m.
Joint Economic Committee
To hold hearings to examine the employ-
ment situation for June 2010.
SD-106

JULY 21

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine improve-
ments to the post-9/11 Government
Issue (GI) Bill.
SR-418
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AUGUST 5 SEPTEMBER 22 SEPTEMBER 23
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs Veterans’ Affairs Veterans’ Affairs
Business meeting to consider pending To hold hearings to examine a legislative To hold an oversight hearing to examine
calendar business. presentation focusing on the American Veterans’ Affairs disability compensa-
SR-418 Legion. tion, focusing on presumptive dis-
345, Cannon Building ability decision-making.

SR-418
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