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Jesse is survived by his wife, Sarah;
their 6-month old daughter, Lanna
Rose; and his daughter, Lexie, who is
three; Jesse’s mother, Margeret; and
stepfather, Wesley; and Jesse’s two sis-
ters, Rebecca and Shane.

Jesse will then be buried at the Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery in Houston,
Texas.

All of his fellow soldiers gave some,
Madam Speaker, but Jesse Ainsworth
gave all in his defense for freedom.

Our brave troopers go to war defend-
ing freedom and liberty in faraway
lands. In the dark, cold desert night
and the parched, insufferable desert
heat, these brave warriors pay with
their blood and sacrifice for freedom
and liberty and for America.

They sanctify with their blood lands
they have never seen, and they fight
for people they do not know.

Madam Speaker, I have a recent pho-
tograph of Jesse. Here he is in Afghani-
stan with an Afghan farmer. You see,
that’s what our American troops are
doing. They are the greatest ambas-
sadors for freedom and liberty and the
American way in the world. And here
they are, here Jesse is with a person in
Afghanistan, a nation that Jesse and
his fellow troopers are liberating.

Patrick Henry once said, ‘““The bat-
tle, sir, is not to the strong, it is to the
vigilant, to the active, to the brave.”

Madam Speaker, those words still
ring true today, and our American sol-
diers carry those values into battle be-
cause they are ‘“Army Strong.” Jesse
Ainsworth was such a soldier and a
family man. He was that hero who has
given his life to something bigger than
himself.

So when we gather Saturday to honor
this fallen American, Jesse’s flag-
draped coffin will be carried by the
Honor Guard. The old war horses of the
Patriot Guard, those motorcycle riders
made primarily of Vietnam veterans,
they will stand vigil over this beloved
family and over their sacred fallen
brother carrying American flags.

The rifles will fire the 21-gun salute,
and the bugle will sound taps for the
last time as the name of Staff Sergeant
Jesse Ainsworth is placed forever on
the hallowed roles of those who have
given their lives defending American
freedom and liberty. He will be sur-
rounded by his family for the last time,
and the war will be over for Staff Ser-
geant Jesse Ainsworth. But the war
will never end for his family.

It has been said what we have done
for ourselves dies with us. What we
have done for others and the world re-
mains and is immortal.

Staff Sergeant Jesse Ainsworth is
that rare breed, that American breed
that lived and died for something big-
ger than himself. And today we honor
his life and his sacrifice.

And that’s just the way it is.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. HOYER addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

NEW GENERAL, SAME WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker,
after General Stanley McChrystal was
relieved of his command last month
and replaced by General David
Petraeus, we read a lot of headlines
that said things like this: ‘‘Generals
Change, But Afghan Doesn’t.” ‘“‘Afghan
Policy Won’t Change After Dismissal.”

But that is precisely, Madam Speak-
er, the problem. All the chatter about
General McChrystal’s indiscretion and
firing obscured the critical point. The
problem isn’t with the personnel or the
leadership, but with the strategy and
the policy. The problem isn’t with the
generals, but with the war itself.

There’s a bit of a rearranging-of-the-
deck-chairs-on-the-Titanic quality to
all of this. No matter what the cap-
tains say and no matter who captains
the ship, as long as we continue to
prosecute this failed war, as long as we
keep sending Americans to die on a
mission that’s doing nothing to defeat
terrorists or stabilize Afghanistan,
then we are headed straight for that
iceberg.

The more troops we deploy, the more
violent Afghanistan becomes and the
more Taliban grows its ranks. Unless
General Petraeus is prepared to change
that, then this change at the top
doesn’t amount to very much.

If General Petraeus’ appointment
leads to any change at all, it may not
be the kind of change we should be en-
thusiastic about. In his confirmation
hearing, General Petraeus refused to
take ownership of the July 2011 troop
withdrawal deadline, stating very
clearly that he did not recommend
such a date to the President, nor did
anyone else in uniform. And he once
again equivocated about July 2011, call-
ing it the beginning of a process, which
sounds an awful lot like a diplomatic
way to say he doesn’t believe in it and
will ask the President to extend it.

He also added in his testimony, and I
quote him, he said, ‘“The commitment
to Afghanistan must be an enduring
one.” And on that point, Madam
Speaker, I couldn’t agree with the gen-
eral more.
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But an enduring commitment doesn’t
have to be a military commitment. We
need an enduring civilian commitment,
a smart security approach that invests
in Afghanistan infrastructure, bolsters
Afghan education, fights Afghan pov-
erty, invigorates Afghan democracy,
and much more. But we can do it with-
out combat troops occupying the coun-
try, without the military footprint
that has earned us more enemies than
friends.
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Madam Speaker, eight Americans
were killed during a 24-hour period in
Afghanistan early this week. We’ve had
35 fatalities already in July, putting it
on track to be the deadliest month of
the entire war. We are losing our peo-
ple, we are losing our money, we are
losing our credibility without advanc-
ing our goals. That has to end. It’s
time to bring our troops home.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——————

AKC PROJECT 74

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, on July
8, I had the privilege of visiting the
American Kennel Club in Raleigh,
North Carolina, where care packages
were being prepared to be sent to our
K-9 units overseas. The effort is called
Project 7-4.

Project 74 is an effort to help the
United States War Dog Association col-
lect much-needed supplies for both
dogs and their handlers to send over to
our active duty dog teams in Afghani-
stan and Iraq. It was very touching for
me to see all the boxes being prepared
by people who care so much. I was ab-
solutely amazed by everything I saw
that day at the American Kennel Club
in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Last year I had the great opportunity
to watch some of these valuable dogs
being trained at Lackland Air Force
Base. Lackland is the center for all the
training of all these dogs that help our
men and women in uniform.

Through the years that I have been
in Congress, I have had the pleasure
and honor to talk to many military
dog handlers, some that go back to the
Vietnam War, some to Desert Storm,
and certainly many who have been in
Iraq and Afghanistan. These dogs are
so valuable because they are trained to
sniff out the IEDs that Kkill so many
and maim so many of our wonderful
men and women in uniform.

These dogs themselves many times
are wounded, and many times Killed.
But as I had a soldier tell me one time,
Yes, it breaks my heart. This has be-
come my friend, this has become my
buddy. But you know what? My buddy
is willing to give his life for me so that
I can continue to serve this Nation.

I bring that story forward, Madam
Speaker, because these dogs are truly
heroes, these dogs are truly valuable to
the national security of our country.
And I have beside me a poster that has
the dog named Lex. Lex is looking at
the headstone of his master, Marine
Corporal Dustin Lee, who was killed by
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