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Irving, TX; Lin O’Neill, Futures Consulting,
Dallas, TX; Nina Vaca-Humrichouse, Pinnacle
Technical Resources, Inc., Dallas, TX.

Tech Titan of the Future—University Level:
Caruth Institute for Engineering Education,
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX;
Geo Jeffrey NanoExplorers Program, Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas, Richardson, TX; UT
Dallas Innovation Opportunity Camp, Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas, Richardson, TX; UNT
Summer Robocamp for Girls, University of
North Texas, Denton, TX.

Tech Titan of the Future—High School
Level: Joanne Blast, Lake Highlands High
School, Richardson ISD; Kevin Cieszkowski,
Richardson Berkner STEM Academy, Richard-
son ISD; Aaron Hampshire, Parish Episcopal
School, Addison, TX; Alisa Salvans, Richard-
son High School, Richardson ISD.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA FULL SELF-GOV-
ERNMENT ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the District of Columbia Full Self-
Government Act. The bill would grant the Dis-
trict of Columbia almost complete home rule.
It would mark the most significant advance-
ment in the District’'s local autonomy since
Congress first created the District govern-
ment’s structure and operating rules in the
Home Rule Act of 1973. The bill would elimi-
nate almost all of the requirements and limita-
tions imposed on the District by Congress in
the Home Rule Act, so that the District could
structure its operations and provide services in
any manner that it chooses. Aside from a
statehood or voting rights bill, no bill would do
more to grant the federal taxpaying citizens of
the District of Columbia their equal citizenship
rights.

Under the bill, the District's government
would be able to operate similarly to how most
state and local governments operate. For ex-
ample, the District, like every state, would be
able to set its own fiscal year. Under the
Home Rule Act, the District’'s general govern-
ment fiscal year must begin in October, while
its fiscal year for schools must begin in July.
In contrast, almost every state and local gov-
ernment’s fiscal year for all operations begins
in July, enabling these jurisdictions to better
plan and coordinate their operations and serv-
ices.

In addition, the District would no longer
have to come to Congress before it could
make changes to its operations. For example,
the District's major change in school govern-
ance structure that eliminated the school
board and placed responsibility for schools in
the mayor was held up for weeks because it
had to be enacted by Congress, which caused
serious problems for the opening of schools.
Recently, | had to introduce a bill to reduce
the waiting period for holding special elections
to fill vacancies on the D.C. City Council from
114 days to 70 days. Previously, Ward 4 and
Ward 7 were left without representation be-
cause the council could not reduce the period
to fill vacancies.

The bill would accomplish what | have been
fighting for since | entered Congress: legisla-
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tive and budget autonomy for the District. The
bill, like my stand-alone budget and legislative
autonomy bills, would eliminate the require-
ment that the city’s laws layover in Congress
for 30 or 60 days before they take effect, and
would eliminate the requirement that the city’s
local budget be affirmatively approved by Con-
gress before it takes effect.

The bill would not only remove Congress
from the District’s legislative process, it would
free the District to operate and provide serv-
ices as it sees fit. The bill would eliminate all
of the budget, financial management, audit
and borrowing requirements imposed on the
city by the Home Rule Act, and would permit
the city to set the powers, organization, and
procedures of the Office of the Mayor and the
city council. It is important to note that the bill
would have no effect on existing contractual or
other financial obligations incurred by the Dis-
trict, on any elected or appointed District offi-
cial or other District employee, or on any
pending legal actions or proceedings.

Even with this bill, however, there would be
two important limitations on the District’s au-
tonomy. First, Congress would retain its ulti-
mate legislative authority over the District
under the U.S. Constitution. The only way to
completely eliminate congressional authority
would be to amend the Constitution or to
make the District a state. Second, like the
Home Rule Act, the bill specifically precludes
the city council from legislating over certain
matters, such as height limitations on build-
ings.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE HEALTH
OUTCOMES, PLANNING AND EDU-
CATION ACT (HOPE) FOR ALZ-
HEIMER’S

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to introduce the Health
Outcomes, Planning and Education (HOPE)
for Alzheimer's Act. | would like to thank my
colleague and fellow co-chair of the bipartisan
Alzheimer's Task Force, Mr. CHRIS SMITH of
New Jersey, for partnering with me on this im-
portant legislation.

An estimated 5.3 million Americans have
Alzheimer's disease, and 1 in 10 individuals
has a family member with the disease. Unless
science finds a way to prevent or cure it, near-
ly 16 million Americans will have Alzheimer’s
disease by the year 2050.

The HOPE Act aims to increase detection
and diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease and
other dementias and provide access, informa-
tion, and support for newly diagnosed patients
and their families. The bill would provide for
Medicare coverage of comprehensive Alz-
heimer's disease and other dementia diag-
noses and services in order to improve care
and outcomes for Americans living with the
disease.

At present, most people with Alzheimer's
disease and other dementias have not been
diagnosed. This only contributes to the dif-
ficulty surrounding this disease. Data from a
recent study in the Journal of General Internal
Medicine conducted from 2002 to 2003 show
that only 19 percent of people age 65 with de-
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mentia had a diagnosis of the condition in
their primary care medical record. In addition,
ethnic and racial populations at higher risk for
Alzheimer’s are less likely than whites to have
a diagnosis of the condition.

Delays in diagnosis have various negative
consequences for patients and their families.
One such serious consequence is that if indi-
viduals do not receive treatments early, when
available medications are more likely to be ef-
fective, then families have less opportunity to
make legal, financial and care plans while the
person living with Alzheimer's or dementia is
still capable.

While America works towards investing
more in research for Alzheimer's to move to-
wards a cure for this devastating disease, we
must also help the many affected families to
plan for the care of the patients. This bipar-
tisan legislation is a good step in ensuring
these important steps are taken.

The Alzheimer's Association has endorsed
our legislation, which will increase the likeli-
hood that Alzheimer’s will be diagnosed soon-
er and help individuals plan for the required
care associated with Alzheimer’s. | look for-
ward to continuing to work with my colleagues
on this important issue throughout the legisla-
tive process.

————

HONORING ALICIA CLAYPOOL FOR
HER WORK ON THE IOWA SAFE
SCHOOLS ACT

HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, | rise to
commend Alicia Claypool, Chair of the lowa
Civil Rights Commission on her work pro-
tecting lowa’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) students from bullying
and harassment in schools and communities.
All students need a safe, supportive environ-
ment in which to learn, regardless of gender
or sexual orientation. There is extensive evi-
dence that LGBT students are disproportion-
ately targets for harassment and discrimination
in schools. The climate of fear experienced by
LGBT students frequently results in increased
absenteeism, decreased academic perform-
ance and increased risk of suicide and other
high-risk behaviors.

On September 1, 2010, lowa Safe Schools
will recognize Alicia, State Representative
Roger Wendt, and State Senator Mike
Connolly for all their work protecting lowa’s
LGBT students and all other students from
bullying and harassment. This date will mark
the 3rd year anniversary of the lowa Safe
Schools Law going into effect. This legislation
protects lowa’s 500,000 students from bullying
and harassment in our schools on the basis of
17 categories which include sexual orientation
and gender identity.

Without the efforts of Alicia, this law would
not have passed, and lowa Safe Schools, an
organization committed to protecting lowa’s
students would not exist. lowans can never
thank Alicia enough for all her efforts in cre-
ating and fighting for those without a voice.
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