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Established in June 2009, the squad is li-

censed by the Commonwealth of Virginia, Of-
fice of Emergency Medical Services, as a non- 
designated area and statewide airborne res-
cue squad. The organization provides many 
airborne EMS, fire, rescue, and law enforce-
ment airborne services including a helicopter 
equipped with trained search and rescue pilots 
and flight officers who are on call around the 
clock. 

It has trained and dedicated volunteer mem-
bers of the community, consisting of law en-
forcement officers, professional firefighters and 
EMTs, pilots, flight officers and many former 
U.S. military personnel, all providing their time, 
effort, and funding to ensure the safety of the 
citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia, Dis-
trict of Columbia, and state of Maryland. The 
squad is Project Lifesaver certified and 
equipped and ready to respond to a lost child 
or elderly adult registered with Project Life-
saver. 

The leadership team includes Kevin C. 
Rychlik, chief of operations, president and 
CEO, and Ann Rychlik, chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, both prominent business leaders 
in our community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the vision, sacrifice and 
dedication of those individuals and organiza-
tions that have worked together to create the 
Virginia Airborne Search and Rescue Squad. 
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RECENT KILLINGS OF HUMANI-
TARIAN WORKERS IN AFGHANI-
STAN 

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I am pro-
foundly saddened by the recent killings of hu-
manitarian workers in Afghanistan on August 
5, 2010. 

We’ve seen many acts of terror by the 
Taliban, starting in the 1990s with public exe-
cutions in soccer stadiums, brutal attacks 
against girls attending school, attacks against 
Afghans who did not live exactly as the 
Taliban dictated, and many other terrible ac-
tions. These terrorists have now escalated 
their brutality by burning down schools, engag-
ing in suicide attacks, attacking civilians, and 
attacking humanitarian aid workers. 

Many knew the lifelong service of Tom Little 
and Dan Terry, the two men heading the un-
armed delegation of mostly medical workers 
returning from their humanitarian work in 
Northeastern Afghanistan. These two men 
were deeply dedicated to serving the health 
needs of Afghans, particularly those in remote 
areas, who had no access to medical care. 
These two men made their lives in Afghani-
stan, raised their families there, spoke local 
languages fluently, and knew the local culture. 
These two men, and the other members of 
this brutally murdered delegation, were com-
mitted humanitarian workers. 

Many Afghans and non-Afghans who have 
known their work for years and have 
interacted with members of the delegation 
have come forward to talk of their passion for 
helping the Afghan people. 

From my district, in Lancaster, PA, Glen 
Lapp came to Afghanistan in 2008 for a short- 

term assignment, but decided to remain, leav-
ing his life in Pennsylvania behind, in order to 
serve as manager of a much-needed provin-
cial eye care program in Afghanistan. Glen 
wrote that his hope was to ‘‘continue to help 
this country work towards peace on many dif-
ferent social, ethnic, and economic levels.’’ 

Sadly, there have been accusations by 
some against this delegation regarding their 
humanitarian work. And, unfortunately, the 
Taliban’s false accusations against them have 
been repeated by some who clearly do not 
know the facts. It is important for the world to 
note that the organization that sponsored 
these humanitarians signed the ‘‘Principles of 
Conduct for the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent for NGOs and Disaster Re-
sponse Programmes’’ which states that ‘‘aid 
will not be used to further a particular political 
or religious standpoint.’’ 

It is deeply disturbing when a horrific attack 
against humanitarian workers, such as this 
one, is used for propaganda purposes by the 
Taliban and is then reinforced by some of their 
apologists. 

Afghanistan’s precarious stability means aid 
workers have played a vital role in serving the 
Afghan public over the last three decades. 
While in the past many aid workers were able 
to assist the Afghans and were given safe 
passage in conflict areas, sadly, in recent 
months, the Taliban have escalated their bru-
tality by breaking this long-standing custom 
and resorting to targeting even those that are 
conducting humanitarian assistance programs. 

It’s obvious that the Taliban in Afghanistan 
are not only against progress for the Afghan 
people, but have also decided to attack any-
one assisting the Afghans in achieving 
progress and bettering their lives, whether that 
be related to medical issues, education (espe-
cially for girls), the economy, or even Afghans 
expressing their culture, such as kite-flying 
competitions. 

In light of this violent attack, there must be 
a joint investigation with the Afghan authorities 
so that those who perpetrated this horrific exe-
cution of innocent aid workers are brought to 
justice, no matter where they might be hiding 
or receiving sanctuary. From various reports, 
there are strong indications that the attackers 
were not local and some were speaking non- 
Afghan languages. 

Given the location of the attack, the prox-
imity to Taliban strongholds in Nuristan, a 
province that borders volatile areas of Paki-
stan, and given the cross border nature of the 
Afghan insurgency, I strongly urge the govern-
ment of Pakistan to do its utmost to cooperate 
in rooting out extremism on its soil, in par-
ticular the safe havens that exist on the Paki-
stani side that have been the source of many 
acts of violence in both Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. The safe havens for the Taliban, Al- 
Qaeda, and the Haqqani network must end. 
And, the U.S. government must finally add the 
Afghan Taliban, the Pakistani Taliban, and the 
Haqqani Network to the Foreign Terrorist Or-
ganization list. This attack, which has been 
called by some observers ‘‘the worst attack on 
humanitarian aid workers in three decades of 
conflict in Afghanistan,’’ as coupled with nu-
merous other horrific acts of terror perpetrated 
by these groups against Afghan and American 
civilians and military personnel, warrant the 
addition of these groups to the Foreign Ter-
rorist Organization list. 

In addressing the wider context of these 
brutal attacks against humanitarians, we must 

not forget the tragic impact on the families of 
those killed. I would like to thank Tom Little, 
Dan Terry, Glen Lapp, Thomas Grams, Cheryl 
Beckett, Brian Carderelli, Karen Woo, Daniela 
Beyer, Mahram Ali, and Ahmed Jawed and 
their families, as well as all the other aid work-
ers in Afghanistan who have been so com-
mitted to serving the Afghan people. 

My thoughts and prayers are with the fami-
lies of these heroes and quiet leaders, as well 
as with the Afghan people who have suffered 
so many decades of conflict and loss. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO 
AMEND THE FEDERAL INSECTI-
CIDE, FUNGICIDE, AND RODENTI-
CIDE ACT TO IMPROVE THE USE 
OF CERTAIN REGISTERED PES-
TICIDES 

HON. FRANK D. LUCAS 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, today I am in-
troducing legislation to amend the Federal In-
secticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 
(FIFRA). The aim of this legislation is to clarify 
that the use of a pesticide consistent with its 
registration under FIFRA should not be subject 
to a costly, redundant and unnecessary permit 
process under the Clean Water Act. 

Though the intent of Congress was clear in 
exempting pesticide use from the Clean Water 
Act, it is unfortunate that the courts have cho-
sen to ignore Congressional intent and instead 
order pesticide applicators to obtain these per-
mits. It is even more unfortunate that the ad-
ministration chose not to challenge the lower 
court’s decision, despite the fact that former 
Solicitor General Elena Kagan stated in her 
brief to the Supreme Court that the lower court 
had erred in their ruling; and that this erro-
neous decision would likely apply to many 
thousands of pesticide applications each year. 

The former Solicitor General and now Asso-
ciate Supreme Court Justice acknowledged in 
her brief that under FIFRA, the EPA is re-
quired to determine that to be registered, a 
pesticide must perform its function without un-
reasonable adverse effects on the environ-
ment and that when used in accordance with 
widespread and commonly recognized prac-
tice, the pesticide will not generally cause un-
reasonable adverse effects on the environ-
ment. 

The Obama administration, or at least Jus-
tice Kagan seems to recognize that this permit 
process is not only duplicative, but will not 
achieve any additional environmental protec-
tion. 

I joined with several of my colleagues in an 
amicus brief in support of a petition to the Su-
preme Court to hear this case. The lack of 
support from the Obama administration ulti-
mately led to this petition being rejected. 

Instead of challenging this misguided deci-
sion, the Obama administration has chosen to 
leave our farmers, ranchers, foresters, mos-
quito control districts, and even States to face 
an enormous regulatory burden never in-
tended by Congress. 

Since the passage of the Clean Water Act, 
the EPA had interpreted the act to exclude 
lawful pesticide applications. Under the Bush 
administration, the EPA issued a final regula-
tion codifying this long-standing practice. The 
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